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- CLOSE HuLu

June 13, 1975

INFORMATION CONCERNING MEETING WITH GEORGIA REPUBLICAN

PARTY
Meeting
The meeting will be with the members of the Executive
Committee of the Georgia Republican Party. Twenty-six are

expected to attend (list attached).

Conduct of the Meeting

State Party Chairman, Mack Mattingly, will be in charge of
the meeting. He anticipates a very friendly session and presently
intends to have Matthew Patton and Bobby Hydrick (both widely
respected) to begin with friendly questions. It's his idea to open
the meeting then to general questions and answers to the extent that
time permits.

Issues

The key issue in Georgia, as everywhere else, is the economy.
Is it really turning up? Will interest rates stay down? Will unemploy-~
ment decrease, etc. ? On other issues, there's 100% agreement with
the firm action on Mayaguez? Rockefeller is unpopular, but this is
not a deep~-seated feeling with most Republicans. Républicans feel
that the Administration is doing nothing for them in the way of
patronage and that the National Committee is not responsive. While
race is not the issue it once was, there's a deeply felt feeling that .
the South is doing a better job than the rest of the country in handling
the problems of integration, and yet it is still being penalized by
punitive legislation such as the Voting Rights Bill, which applies only
to the South and is based on a formula that never was fair and is
growing even more unfair as it continues to be based on election
results for an election that took place more than 10 years ago.

Ford versus Reagan

Ronald Reagan is the only Republican opposition anticipated
at this time. Reaganrhas always been extremely popular in Georgia.

- CLOSE HOLD
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