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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 28, 1975

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIA L

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: JERRY H, JO%’\’%ILM,
SUBJECT: Honorary Memberships and

Endorsements for the President
and his Family

Your memorandum to Don Rumsfeld cf May 22 on the above subject
has been reviewed. The attached letter is forwarded to you for
appropriate handling,

Thank you.

cc: Don Rumsfeld
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THE WHITE HOUSE  THE PRESIDINT HAS SEEN, .,

WASHINGTON

May 22, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DON RUMSFELD
‘/,'I’r("‘)
4 6
FROM: purLIp sucken | .{i/+]D ¢

SUBJECT: Honorary Memberships and
Endorsements for the
President and his Family

After you sent me the President's note indicating that he
wished to accept the offer of an honorary membership in
the Chevy Chase Club, you asked me to check back on the
approved procedures in this regard.

Therefore, I enclose the following:

l. A copy of my memo to the President of October 31,
1974, (Tab A).

2. Jerry Jones' reply to me of November 14, 1974,
(Tab B).

3. My memo to the President of November 19, 1974,
(Tab C).

4, Jerry Jones' memo back to me of November 26,
1974, (Tab D).

Tab B establishes a general policy of declining membership,

or endorsement of, all organizations except (a) public and
quasi-public organizations with which Presidents and their
families have traditionally been associated (Boy Scouts,

Red Cross, United Fund, etc.), and (b) certain organizations
that are personal to the President, including civic or profes-
sional associations predating his presidency and not incon-
sistent with the conduct of his office. The latter exception
also recognizes that there may be some political or hometown



organizations that are distinguishable and that are to be
dealt with on an ad hoc basis.

With respect to these two categories of exceptions,
established procedure provides that membership requests
that cannot be handled by a routine letter of rejection

are to be reviewed by Roland Elliott. If Roland recommends
acceptance (a determination which is usually made based
upon protocol and a rather substantial body of precedents),
then the matter is referred to Bill Casselman for final
review. However, before a final decision is made on
accepting any membership so recommended, the matter is
referred to the President for his review. (The latter step
was added at the President's specific request, (Tab D),
although previous Presidents have not regularly involved
themselves in such matters.)

In the case of the Chevy Chase Club, Roland Elliott recom-
mended declining the offer of membership in accordance with
the general policy of Tab A, and Bill Casselman concurred

in the determination and prepared a letter for the President's
signature declining the invitation to become an honorary
member, (Tab E) .

The President already has his personal membership in Burning
Tree which he had joined much earlier, and acceptance of the
Chevy Chase Club offer does not come within the exceptions
set forth in paragraph II.B, of Tab A. Also, conferring

by the Chevy Chase Club of full membership priviliges on the
President for his lifetime represents a substantial benefit,
in that the Club ordinarily requires payment of a $5,000
initiation fee and substantial annual dues.

I am also returning to you the President's handwritten
note in reference to the Chevy Chase Club, (Tab F).

Attachments



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MaY 9’ 1975
FOR: PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: DONALD RUMSFELD

Attached is a note I received from the President on
this Chevy Chase Country Club matter. Let's discuss
it.
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CHEVY CHASE CLUB
CHEVY CHASE. MARYLAND 200158

April 30, 1975

Dear Mr. President:

The Board of Governors of the Chevy
Chase Club has the honor to extend to you,
as President of the United States, Honorary
Membership in our Club.

We hope that you will accept this
Honorary Membership, which would continue
for your lifetime, and render all facilities
of the Club available to you and your immedi-
ate family.

It is our sincere hope that your busy
schedule and the heavy burdens of your office
will permit you a few occasional hours of
relaxation at our fine Club.

Most sincerely,

ogns H éﬁu

Calvin H. Cobb
President

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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The President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C.



CHEVY CHASE CLUB
CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20015
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October 31, 1974

MEMORANDUM FCR THE PRESIDENT S

FROM: - PHILIP BUGHEN

SUBJECT: - KHomorary Memberships
' : ' s=d Ecdorsements for the

President and his Family

The President eoaﬂaneuly mdvu offers of hoaonry members
ships and requests to join this or that organization or endorse a
esuse: The policy adopted by the previous Administration after
the: first yoar of struggling with such decisions was to rejeet .
tham all, withnfwueopdou. : ; ‘

l. Gengfal Pollgx to Deenno Memberships and Endorsqmor_:ﬁ; '

The principal haszards in accepting such offers are (lI) the unsven
extsnsion of Presidential favors, creating an appsarance of -
favoritism and proliferating even more such requests, and

2) linking the Presideant’s name to solicitation of funds and the
nk.. v ‘ » . . . :: N _‘T__ .

The resson for rejection stated in the answering correspoadence

.. s that %the President recsives so many requests of this kind -
‘thiat the enly {alr course is-to deny them all," The words “of . -

- mmnm-mcmmmu.mm

Many offere dkmﬂﬁ ncmbauhial are ucampu:;lod by eu-da
oz certificates, Thewe ars kepi, even though ths membership
§s declined Mas a tcken of your theughtfuinese™ in making the .
offer. The ratiomale for mu (1) to avoid a seeming slapp .
in the fase by return of the exntirs package, M{Z)thohm e
hxt-rnct valu- in thc accumulation of such tohm. .
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Fuod ralsing and commercial offers have bsen rejected on
principle as inappropriate for the President, except a3 noted
below,

X, Exceptions

A, Publis and Quasi Publie Ogggﬂzaﬁons /"

-

Prasidents lwn traditionally consentsd to bmnry titles and
patronsge of cificial and gquasi official organizations.,. Exampies
inclode the American National Red Cross, the United Fund,
ths United Nations Association, the Boy Scouts of Americs, and
the like, A tradition of membership by past Presideats may
" sometimes be regarded as conferring a quasi ¢ charactsr
_ on an organisstion, For such organisations es the Red Croes
and Boy Scouts, which have both national and local organizations,
Presidential parti:iptdoa has been limited to the Mm&
ozgtaizulcn. ;

B, Other Exc!gt_gv ons

An cceasional exception is made because of aasociations that are
personal to the incumbent President, such as his own member-
ship in a golf club, or civiec or professional aifiliations pre-dating
his Presidency and not incepsistent with the office. There may
also be some personal or political intsrest or hometown
associations that are distinguishabls and can be dealt with on &
cane by cass Mo. ~

It 1a recommended that the same policies be followed by tho c
mmbou of ym funuy. . ‘

m abow ponciu are

Disapproved

SR

Commaent




I, Reezommanded DisposiHon of Offars and Requests

Wse bave accumnlatsd offers received since you took oifice

panding adoption of a general policy, excopt for a few that

required immediate action. On the basis of the policies

described above they have been divided into t’n:no general

groups as follows: - ’ .

Tab A: Public and quasi-public organizations for
which aceceptance is recommended.

Tab B: (1) Fossible approvals as exceptions depending
K on guidance {rom m or & dnignat‘d
adviser. . -

(2) For consideration on tho same basis, all o

Masonie offers have been -ogragatod nndor _
this tab, o ] . '

Tab C: (1) Proposed rejections unéer the general poucy.

(2) Propoaoirejocﬁou subject to review in v
ease an exception should be made for
political reasons,

My recommendation would bs that ybn authorize acceptance now |

for all orgasizations liated at Tab A, I believe the remainder
should be reviewed by an adviser from a political standpoint
under whatever general policy you direct in response to this
memorandum, Any accepiance which may be thus recommended
- should be forwarded to the Counsel's office. Hereafter, I
wounld propose that membership requests that cannoct be handled
by & routine letter of rejection be forwarded to the same persom
for political review, and then to the Counsel's office if
acceptance is recommended.-

Apprm

Disapprove

Comment

Appoint re s-ponsi't'al'e adviser,

DC:cg-” . , .



ADMINISTRATIVELY

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 14, 1974

CONIIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

PHILIP BUCHEN

Your mernorandum to the President of October 31 on the above
subject has been reviewed and the following decisions were made:

I. General Policy to Decline Memberships
.and Endorsements

IT. Exceptions

All policies for the above were approved.

III. Recommended Disposition of Offers and Requests

Responsible adviser was approved.

The following notations were rmade:

Tab B -- Possible Discretionarv Anproval

Grand Rapids Bar Association -- ok

Kernt County Farm Bureau -- ok

Honorary Cnairman of Doral Eastern Open for 1975 -- ok
University Club, Grand Rapids, Michigan -- ok; already a member

for 30 years.

Grand Rapids Lodge, Fraternal Order of Police -- ok



Tab C -- Retlection Recommended

Royal Order of Jesters (Grand Rapids, MNichigan -- I am already a member
United States Sxi Association -~ Why not?
Vail Racquet Club -~ Why not?

lease follow-up with the z2ppropriate action.

Thank you.

cc: Don Rumsfeld

r
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Fund ralsing and commercial offers have baen rejectsd on
principle a» inappropriate for the President, ucopt a3 noted
below. v

I Ex:oﬁion 7
A.  Public and Quasi Publie Ogmzam: ,'

' Pruid-ata Bave tradmmlly consented to hmnry titles and’

. patronage of official and quasi officlal organizations. Examples
include the American Natioaal Red Cross, the United Fuad,

.~ the United Nations Association, the Boy Scouts of America, apd
_/ﬁn liks. - A tradition of membership by past Presideats may
"/ sometimes be ragarded as conferring a guasi-public character

~ . om sm organization.. For such organizations as the Red Cross
7 and Boy Scouts, which have both national and local organisations,

;Prnhh-ﬂal puﬂdpﬂoa ku been Bmiud to t!n Manal

5. Ofher Excupens

. &mmpﬁatam.bmmduom&uue'

- parseaal to the imcumbent President, such as his own member-

ship in & golf club, or civie or prolessiomal affillations pre-dating

~ his Presidency and not incomsistent with the office. There may

' alse be some persesal or political interest or hometown
‘sssociations that are dhunguhhablo uu! csa be dealt with cn a
'cauhyuuhuh L S _ _

ll h muﬂd M tbo umo poucin bc touewod by thc
mmbcn ol yoar !unny. » , ) B o

e i_m sbon poncin m |

Comment _
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., Recommanded Disposition of Ofifars and Requestsa

We have accumanlated offers rscelved since yon took office

pending adoption of a general policy, except for a few that
required immeadiate action. On the basis of the policies

. deseribed above they have been divided into thrao gensral

groups as follows: '_._f. »

Tab A: Public and quasi-pablic organisations for
- which ucepuae- is mommoadod.

- ‘l'lb'B: (l) Possible approvals as m.pﬁ.m depending
‘ agddmo !rmyeuorudutpatod
. adviser.

{2) Yor cmidqradoa ci the same 'buh. alt
- Masonic offers h:vn been segregated nnr!.r
 this hb. »
Tad C: (!) Propoood njocﬂou nndor the genonl poucy

_(2) Proposed_xejecticas subject to review in
caAse an moption should be made for =
ponti:al reasons. -

My rmmond:ﬁun woald bo that you authorize acceptance now
for all orgamisations listed at Tab A, I bDelieve the remainder

' sheuld be reviewed by an adviser from a political standpoint

under whatsver general policy you direct in respouse to this
memorandem. Any scceptance which may be thus recommended
shouid be forwarded to the Counsel's office. Hersafisr, I

. would proposs that membership requests that cannet bs handled

by a routine letter of rsjection be forwarded to the same persom
for political review, snd then to the Counsel's office if
scceptance lc recommaended.

Dl-n;pmo -

Comment

A—

Appoint responsible adviser.

DC:¢g



Tab A Approval Recommended

Gallaudet Colleége
The National Foundation-March of Dimes
People-to-People International
The Navy Ball
Washington Performing Arts Society, Honorary Patrons for
Salute to U,S.A. (Presidgnt and Mrs. Ford)
United Service Organizations, Inc. (USO) .
National 4-H Service Committee
Big Brothers of America
- Sister Cities International
United Nations Association .
" Army Relief Society -
State Bar of Michigan
'Partners of the Americas (Gov. Milliken request, 1nter-Amer1can
Governors group)
United, States Cap1tol Hrstoncal Society (Suggests designating a member
: : of the Pres1dent's family)

. : . LI .

- NOTE: The Counsel's Office has received framed certificates
' from each of the following organizations, indicating
tha.t the Pres1dent has already accepted.

. National Geograph1c Soc1ety, Llfe Membersh1p
Michigan Retired Officers Association
Distributive Education Clubs of America, Brandywine Chapter,
: W11m1ngton, Delaware -



Tab B(l) Possible Discretionary Approval

Saginaw Club of Saginaw, Michigan
Boy Scouts of America (Denver Area Council)
Army Navy Country Club (Arlington, Virginia)
Army and Navy Club (Grand Rapids, Michigan)
.. The Forest Park South Suburban Cook County Illinois Council of
the Navy League of the United States
Record1ng for the Blind, Inc. (New York, N. ¥.)
D1str1but1ve Education Clubs of America (Rootstown, Ohio)
Note: John Nidecker has already accepted
on the President's behalf an honorary
membership in the Brandywine Chapter
of Wilmington, Delaware.
People-to-People Sports Committee, Inc.
The New York Association for the Blind
- USO (Los Angeles Area)
Woodrow Wilson Birthplace Foundation
Grand Rapids Bar Association :
Colorado Couples for Carih (Ch11drens Asthma Research Institute and
Hospital) Note- Visit requested Nov. 2
A Presidential Classroom for Young Americans (Former President Nixon
declined, but the President served on the Board of Advisors
when Vice President. Mike Farrell is familiar with this one].
J.C. Alhambra Telethon for the Mentally Retarded, Westland, Michigan,
' (Senator Griffin request) ‘
Kent COunty Farm Bureau (Honorary Life Membership; The President
has belonged for 24 years)
The New York Historical Society (Claims as honorary members all
Presidents since John Adams, with two unidentified exceptmns)
Hellcatchers Club (President belonged as a member of Congress)
Honorary Chairman, United States Ski Association Fund Raising Benefit
(for the U.S. Olympic Ski Team. Rustand notes -
invitation must be regretted, but honorary chalrmansh:.p
could be accepted. President approved choice of
Michigan as chairman).
Honorary Chairman of Doral Eastern Open for 1975. (Prior acceptance
indicated)
The A.mencas Foundation (Former President said to have held
this honorary tl.tle)
University Club, Grand Rap1ds, Michigan
Grand Rap1ds Lodge, Fraternal Order of Police (Plaque received.
‘ Already accepted")



Tab B (2) Possible Discretionary Approval--Masonic

Zem Zem Pipes & Drums (Erie, Penna.)

National Sojourners, Inc. (Golden Gate Chapter NS;_:, 18, San Francisco, Cé.lif.)

Topper Brothers Invertments (appointed by the Al"Malaikak Temple of the
Los Angeles Jurisdiction to head drive to raise funds to erect bu11d1ng
for the Youth of DeMolay in the California Jurisdiction)

' Sphinx Temple, A, A.O.N.M.S. (Hartford, Connectlcut)

- Al Amin Temple (Corpus Christi, Texas)

High Noon Luncheon Club of Dallas

Wahabi Temple (Jackson, Mississippi)

High Twelve Club (San Mateo County, California)

Saladin (Northwest Shrine Club - Rapid City, Michigan)

Pioneer Lodge No. 70 F'. & A.M. of Hackensack, N J.

Anezeh Temple of Mexico and Guatemala

Sarasota Shrine Club (Sarasota, Florida)

El Jebel Temple (Denver, Colorado)

Jamil Temple U.D. (Columbia, S.C.)

Hollywood Shrine Club (Hollywood, Calif.)

Moslem Temple, Detroit, Michigan

Ararat Temple, Kansas City, Missouri

Woodlawn Chapter, Order of De Molay, Mother’s Club

Quincy Lodge - No. 161 (Bicentennial theme)

Greuter Cincinnati Fire Department Masonic Club

Note: Framed Certificate indicates already accepted:

Crescent Temple of Trenton, Jew Jersey



Tab C{l}) -Peolection Recommendaod

Hopkins County Bi-Centennial Commission (Tcé:?ﬁ
Alumnus of the Unilversity of San Francisco (Oregon ch
of the Alumnai extended the invitation)
VWaxhaw-Shiloh Bible Society (Lancaster, S
Crl.u'_ser_Olvnp a Association, Inc. (Phil., Penaa.)
National Association of Pool Ownerz (Needham, Ma.)
Ron Hall's 'via il\ Club {Arlington, Texas)

The Californiz Association of 4 Wheel Drive Clubs, I
Granada Hills Rotary Club {Grand Hills, Ca_l;i—‘f-.) : .
The National Football Foundation and Hall of Fame (Monterey, Calif.)
Honorary Member of the United States Duffers Associatioa {galf -

' Birmingham, Mich.)
Veteran Boxers Association of Mercer County, Ring \fo. 5 -Farrcll, Pa.
Young Men's Christian Association of Metropolitan Washington
International Hap‘ﬂdo -Karate Association {Canoga Dark Ca.hf )

Country Music Fan Club (Tacoma, Wa.)’

San Mateo California Marlin Masters Swin Team

Royal Order of Jesters (Grand Rapids, Michigan)
Washington Radic Patrol, Incorporated {(Tacoma, Washington)

\,5
s
o
b

New York Yacht Club

"Gruppo Spazio 4 (studeats of U.F.O. phenomena in Torino, Italy)

Walnut Creek Diving Team ({Calif,)

Texas Artists Museum Society (Port Arthur, Texas)

United States Ski Association

WCSG (station membership - located on the campus of Grand Rapids
’ Baptist College and Seminary)

Starlit Fairways, Inc., (swimming - Fairfax, Va.)

Sun City Celifornia Swim Glub

Fairbanks Golfi and Country Club, Alaska

The Sherlock Holmes Society of Los &ngeles

Ohio State Council Knights of Columbu

Peoria Ski Club

Sugar Bown Ski Club , .

The Golden Retriever Club of America, Inc. d

World Professional Marathon Swimming Federation, Inc., (New York, N.Y

World Professional Marathon Swimming. Federation, Inc., (Chicago, Illinois



Tab O {1) Reisction Recommenderd {Continued)

Linceln State Cat Club (Thuey wrote separately to Susan)
Improved Crder of Red Men

United Wesiside Citizzins Conunitiee

Boy Scout Troop 61, Grand Valley Couacil, Belding, Michi
Golden Rule Marble Club of Pryor, Oklahoma

Potomac Valley Golden Retriever Club

Western White House Citizens Band Radio .Club

Columbus Day Celebration Committee, Inc.’

Honorary Chairman of Anaual Awards Dingzr of the Queenshore
Society for the Prevention of Crue¢lty to Children
Honorary Sponsor of the Hahnemann Medizal College and Hospital's

: Sacond Gala Benefit
Sons of the Amesrican Revolution
North Shore Philatelic Soziety
The Wilshire Country Club, Los 'Angeles, California :
Mr. Dick's Social Club _— L ' -
Vail Racquet Club (Offers free use of lac1ht1es wnlch could be

~a gift/entertainment problem)

“Washington Area Darts Association

cdge, Theta Chi Fraternity, Ann Arbor, Michigan

William C. Schletter offer of gift membership in Naticnal Geozr p’:v.ic
Society. (The Society itself has already conferred m mbe

Universal Ship Cancellation Society

Germantown Academy Aquatic Club (with gift of goggles)
Young Men's Christian Association of Meftropolitan Washington
Tipper's International

 United Consumers Club

et



Trz and Tiu (Bakersiteld, Califl)

R Atiania, Ga. }

Thoe 2rimant of California)

Lions Ci

Unite {Franklin, Conn.)

Intex mento, Calif.)

The 5C0

Kent ue, Inc, (Grand Rapids, Michigan)
Natior tion (North Bru.,swicm, N.J.)

Heid

ub (APO NewYork 03102 - Armes
ited States and Ge rman civilians)

Unlﬂ.ed Vetera:s nd American Reailroad Transpoztaon Corps
{Scranton, Pa.)

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (Lincoln, Nebraska)
The Americzn Red Cross (Fayette County Chapter -Uniontown, Pa.)
Society -of Philatelic Americans (FDR was a mamber) _
Prevent Alcohol Probhlems Association (PABA. Inc.), Greenville,

United States Deaf Skiers Association ;
Honorary Citizen, Cl‘cy of S.,a.:-:kvn.u.e,v Mississippi. (Result oEvVice'

Presidential ~iszit)

S.C.

American Fhilatelic bome*'y

o)
‘l
N
Tt

laware, Ohio, Chapter #79 Disabled %mermaq Veterans
South Court Republican Forum, Irvine, Celif. (Honorary membership
- . as V].Ce Presv.dem) ‘

George Washington Convention Commission

Richzrd G. Lucar Fan Club ‘

Connecticut State Society of the District of Columbia

Fraternal Order of Police, Nebraska State Lodge (Police orde

s sometimes get Presidential acceptances that the COUD.::EEL s
oifice learns about when the President makes 2 speech
to such a group) )

New York Veteran Police ASDOC.LE‘.D.

fres

-






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASRHINGTON

November 19, 1974

MEMORANDUM FCR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: PHILIP BUCHE‘\?&/-B\

SUBJECT: Resoveonsible Adwviser to Decide

on MNMembershins and Endorserments

You approved my ezrlier recomme=z=dation (attached).
that a responsible political adviser be appoinféd to
decide regquests for honorary memberrshi’ps and
endorsements that cannot be answered by a routire
letter of relection. I believe that Bill Casselman is
well qualified to o this and recommerd that you
appeint him.

-

Approve

Disapprove ) -

Comment

avasargi—- 3
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TAB D




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 26, 1974

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP BUCHEN
FROM: JERRY /H. t
SUBJECT: ResponsiblgA dviser to Decide

on Memberships and Endorsements

Your memorandum to the President of November 19 on the above
subject has been reviewed and your recommendation approved with
the following notation:

-- But I would like opportunity

to review decisions before final
action,

cc: Don Rumsfeld



TAB E




MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1975

FOR: BILL CASSEELMAN

FROM: ROLANIY L, ELLIOT?%

Attached is a Presidential let}ér turning down an honorary
membership in the Chevy Chase Club, Would you please
review, and if you concur,/return to me? Thanks.

Attachment

W {/é/%r

-
s











