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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 23, 1975 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Attached for your signature are letters to the next 
of kin of the servicemen killed during the Mayaguez 
incident. They have been cleared by the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense, NSC and Roland Elliott. 
If you approve th1tters will be signed by the autopen. 

Approve ~ Disapprove -----

• 

Digitized from Box C22 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



THE WHITE HOCSE 

WASHI~GTON 

Dear Mrs. Turner: 

I have learned with great sadness of the death of 
your son, Private First Class Kelton R. Turner. 
All America shares your loss, and the deepest 
sympathies of our fellow citizens will forever 
honor your son's profound sacrifice. 

Mrs. Ford and I want you to know that you and 
your loved ones are in our thoughts and in our 
hearts. liv-e pray fuai:: ihe e::~en1al J:e::~:~pt:"~ yvu.-.: 
son has so tragically earned will sustain and 
comfort you in the days ahead. 

Mrs. Esther B. Turner 
2111 Fifth Avenue 

Sincerely, 

Los Angeles, California 90018 
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1 have tearced wlth peat otb:tea• ot the death et ymar 
h\tabaa. Stall &ei'Je.ad .Elwoocl E. lturnbaqh. All 
An:wrlca •hareaywz lo••• and the d_,.at ayr-..1patblea 
et ou- fellow citizen• will los-ever J:aoaor your ha~ftdfe 
proioucd ncrWce .. 

MJ'a. Ford a.ad lwaat yoa to knew that you aod yMII' 
loved oaea aro i.e our thoaallta and ia ou heaJ'te.. We 
pray U.t t1;.e eteraal reapeet yoar lm•baad haa ao 
traaicallJ earud will ••ata14 alld cecn!ort yR lAthe 
daya ahead. 

.wra. .Elwood E. itumhaugh 
SO$ Nol'th Jlel"rin Sti'Mt 
Dothan, Alallan:t.a 36301 

GERALD R. FORD 
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DearMn. Bl"elaf: 

I._. l•a_. 11lltl p•at ....... of tM .. _. el 
,..... .......... PriYate ftrat Cl .. a Lyu 8l .. ei ... 
AD A...n.a e1aafta YMW l .. e, ... tile ...... t 
·~- al..., fellcnr dt:l•- .m feHYeJ-
.._ .. y ...................... •act'lfle• . 
..... ,. ..... 1 ... ,... .......... ,... ... ,......,.. ___ ,. ........ , ..... 
......... , .... , dual ................ t , ... 
.... .._. 1au •• w..-.u.,......, wUI ... tat.a 
..... ..,_ .. Y• ta .. ..., ........ 

... eNly. 

GEULD R. FOilD 

Mn. s.y.. ·--.. , ........ Ita ... 
.......... ••• .,.,........ 176tJ 

GRF:GJ:L:aao 17' 41 65 64 
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EXEC.. ­
ND 8-1-Z/ 



1 have teamed with areat aadneaa - the death of. you 
ho.abucl, Secoa:d u.-.unt Aichud v~....-. Ali 
Arueric:a •~•• fOIIU" lo••• and the t!eepea .,..m.patldea 
ot ... iellow eitiu48 will lorevetr aoaor r~ maabaad •• 
profou.Dd uczUlce. 

Mra. Ford and 1 •aat you to bt.nr that yea ud yOU' 
loved onea are ia our th.ou.&hta a.M 1a our hearte. We 
pray tlaat the etunal re.,_d your h\taband hae .o 
tragically ea:.raed will nataia and comfort you 1n the 
days ahead. 

Mra. Richard Vtru1deper 
bat Hawley .ao.d 

GERALD R. FORD 

Cbarlema&d, Jd&oaadru..Ua 01339 
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eal" Mra. Ga.uet 

EXEC 
ND-8l-Z/ 

1 b•• leaRN witb ll'eat ••• at the tJeafta 41 
you t.ult..S. Petty Officer a..._rd Qau••• Jr.,. 
Ualted Stab• Pf• AU Am.rlc• lhar•t JQUJ' lo••. 
&ad tile deutpeat •yrnpatkl•• ot owl" fellow cltl~~eas 
wlU f•l'aver boaor JOG~ a..oa.a •• pi'OfMIM aae .. Ulee. 

Mr•· 'FoJ>d aac1 I -..at 1$ to bow tlla.t yoa Md JOU 
lOYH 00.1 &&"e 1Jl Otd' .,.lab .-4 ia Olll" ta.ana. 
We ,.....,. that tile -t•:raal ~ttqed yoan• ue~ Ju.a 
e t•qtcally .ara..t<f wlll •utala .ad e mfort yoe 
la tile 4a.y• dlufl. 

GERALD R. FORD 

Mr•. B•:na.rd Oa~. l't'. 
19JZ "lu T.rc• l"op S.... 

ift».Uaclaam. Alakma 31116 

• 

416 58 0883 



EXEC 
ND-81-2/ 

lila•• leanted wldt 81'Ml aada••• of tile deatla of 
your·~ HoaphaltnN B.ou.W Jamea Uaaalq'. 
UaUed State• N••Y• AU Americ-a aharu yOJU lo ... 
aad tile d•epeat •-,rnpatlllea ol our leUow ettlae:•• 
wlU lorner lloaor yo..- ... • p~>ofoud eac-rUlc:• .. 

M.H. Ford aa4 I wat yo• to kaow dlat yo• aad yoor 
loved o .. • a2-e la our tho•sllt• •d Ia out- Ileana .. 
VI • pl"ay ~kat the id6nal Jreapect your aoa U. n 
traakally eanH wtU Hatala aad c:omtort ro• le 
tea. daya •hea«~ 

Slaceraly. 

GERALD R. FORD 

Mr. ud Wn. 1amtt• H .. Mtaabl1 
1213 \Yeatwonll A•au 
Tol'oato, Olllo •-'96-4 

• 

Z73 56 4886 



EXEC· 
ND 8-l-2/ 

J ....,., • .,. ... wttlt are·at ....... or •• .. _.. ot 
.,... • • Prt.,.. rtrttt a ... n..&et A. Be..aett. .......... .,.. ............. .,..t 
., ......... ., .... ,....cttia... u ,.., ... .. .._., ,.._ -.•• pr.,.._. ••criftce, 

Ml'•. FoH that yoe~ ... 
yew ltlnd h Ia .... 
....... • ,..., at tiM •tel'aal •• ""t Yftl-
... he .. tr.pc.Uy ...... will auW• -.. 
~,.... . .. ,. ...... . 

...... 1, 

GERALD R. FOR.D 

l&. _. Mr•. &olaaJtt A. Beufttt' 
aJ 26th lh' .. t. a.. .. ... 
........... ..... 9H02 

GRF:GEL!•eo 535 '' !2 16 
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Dear Ura. Boydt 

t laaYtl l••* 'With &1'ttat ....... of tlte 4eatk ol 
Yftl' •ea. Pri•ate n at- Clu1 W'uter Doyel. 
AU A_..l'ka 1hant1 yoar toe•~ _. ~· •eepeat 
IJn•atld•• ol ou f.U•w eltla ... wlD fol"eYel' 
lleJuw ,. ... •••'• pl'ofCMPII4 aacrlflc:•. 

MI-a. FOI'tl _. I ·waat Y01I ta bow th t you. ... 
you llwed oau are ta o.r •- tt ..... ou 
~eute. • pl"Q' that tile •tenat l'eaptct yeu 
aoa Jua• •• b"qlc.Uy _...... 'Wf.U au tala aat 
comton yoa ia *• ••Y• .UMI. 

Nra. Marioa &yd 
.fl9 Chapel StrNt 

ol'folk. Ytqillia 235 

GERALD R . FORD 

GRF:GEL~seo 229 76 17 71 
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ND 8-1-2/ 



I httY leuM4 '""at ....... ot a.ath of 
yoar •oa. Laace Cot'pO~al Gr.,Ol'y S. Copealaan, . 
. U Amertca. aul'ft .,._. laa•, ... e •••~•t 

ympatld•• f ft f•U•• c tlaea Wtl :f•r...,.r 
boao'r 'f0111' Ma'• .....,..., •.-:nfice. 

Mwa. Fora I , .. u. how t1a t yoa 
your lcrnd ••• •~"• ill oar- til t• .., \a OU' 
lleute. We way daat the .ee.-aal t'e•pect ,.._ 
•oa llaa •• uqtealty • .,. ... wtU ... lata ..a 
comtvn y•u t dae 41ay• ahea4. 

1&•. W...,. E. Mttt. 
Mapl• Rill TI".U. Puk 
Lot41 
Pwt o.,..u. . uyt..l 

GERALD lt. FORD 

ORF~GEL:ee~ 215 56 49 39 
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EXEC. -
ND 8-1-Z/ 



l haft l•UMI .till lftd ••••• .r tlle d.atlt of 
yot&r •••t LaM• C.t'pM"'alAMt-•• Ganla. ll 
A11l41lrica •lau•• yoa~ lN•, _. the • ..,.., 
•yanpdrl" of ... f.Uow ctttuu will t-..•• 
holto• yeu aoat• pt>of...a ••ct'lflce. 

~' •. 

lfh. I"•H. ..,._"',.._ld you. te bow tllat T«l ..a 
yeul ..... -.-.\ ..... ~ ... laOU' 
MUla,. W'• pray ik•t t1tA •tel'1Ml •••,ect,..... 
naltu •• trqlcaD1 ._. ... wtU ••tala a4 __,...., ,.. ...... ,.. ..... . 

GERALD R. FORD 

1.&. ... Wtw. M&HW. Garcta 
naEuea ... 
C.lat. ... New Mate •aut 
GRF:GEL:teo 58S 72 03 06 

• 

EXEC.. ­
ND 8-1-Z/ 



llaaYe leu a 1nat • •• fll tile ... el 
ya. • • ~iYate Ftr•t Clat• .r .... I. Sac ... • .. 

Aawl'l•a ·~ ,._ *•• ...... ..,..t 
.,..., ..... ., .... ,.... cltia- ... ,.,...,. 

· U... ,.._. Mil'• JWolaiM eacrillc• .. 

.. F• t yoa 
............ - .............. u. .. 

'Mug.. We peay tla.t tiM ..... at ~upeet you 
"" ............ , ...... ..w ....... ... 
eo ort yw Ia •• d y• ••~ 

GEllALD R. FOllD 

MJo. ..a Nn .. IA1d• M. Jac..-• 
179W•et~ 

...,..,. Cote~tdo 10 0 

GRF:GEL:.eo SZ4 84 79 ZS 

• 



Deb Mr._. ••~ S...,: 

I.._.JaUMfWitlap•.a•.._•tota. .... .r 
.,.... ... , 1.-. C.,Ot.-al ....... ·~ .Leaey. 
A.UA.Me.tqa .... .,._t••• ........... t 
ay11 I ..... ., _... f.U.W cttt• ... wiU ,....,...,. 
...... ,..... ... ~. Jtl" ..... ••l'Ul••· 
~~~"•· ,.-_. -I..-,._ to._. tllat .,.._ 
... ,._..... ... I ew ........ Ia .. _. 
~. We peay tllat tile.-... ~ fO'II" 
... llU ao ....... ally ..... .t.U -..w. _. 
....,..,. ,... t.a .... ,.. ..... 9 

GERALD ll. POaD 

w.. ... ""· .n. •. JA..,. 
16!9 ~Pan ............ 
AU.a.,~ .,_.Y•t:J!Ittt 

GRF:GEL:•eo. %1! 76 07 23 
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c EX'EC ·­
ND l•l•Z/ 
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Deu •· M......U: 

1 ha:n f WI l••at • •• oft 
Jew' •oa. Pi"i..W 1'\ret CJ..-alat.P" a. ·u. ...... u 
AU A'tMriea a &Pa ,_. 1.... U.. ... ,..t .,,...ttn .. et ..., :fellew citta .. -.n ,.,.,... 
lt.oaor,. r ••'• pz'41foaad •acftlice. 

Mu. Few• aad I ....-.,.. teluaew tket yoq 
y...-t_,.. aM .__.~a.li•oa 
u-..t.. • ..... ,. ....... .Wnall'eapect ~ 
•• h.- •• va&lc.U,. •-..4 wlU ••t~a atMI 
cOIWfen yn la .._ • .,. u..a. 

""· NaL.. ....... .. ftlo .. . 

SI~~MHly. 

GERALD B.~ FORD 

c •r •JI AJ1t ... u 72021 

GltF:GEL:.aeo 4.32 19 39 85 
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EXEC- . 
ND 8·1·!/ 



I · 1•.,._. tllp•at •atae•• el tb• a.atll of 
,._.. •••· t•al41l Ft••t Clu• Rlcha.r4 w. _ .......... 

~ca •\uM .,._ •· U.. ~·t 
•JDIP•tlab• ef ...- r.uow citis ... wi.U foi'Wv 
--~ yo1llt" ..... ,..., .... ••cftfk•-
Wt'a. Fen .,.. I ....at yeN ht tllat ., .. _. 
JOtR IO't'fJI - Utt l& o. ....... aai fa ou 

...... .... "'., .... .-.......... pttet y ... 
•• liA• •o b'apcally ....S wlll ._tala 
colld.- yoa ta th6 clay• ..... 

GElt..A LD Jl.. FORD 

• - "'·· Jattoa ~ .............. .S1 Acoaa.A....._ 
s .. .D1e1•.. C.ut_..a ~l? 

• 

EXEC. ­
ND 8 ... t-Zf 



n.• w .... saa Mtsul: 

l h._.. lhl'ucl wU1a treat •-'••• of the ••a& ef 
YOU" •oa, •at+ Fl~•t Que Aat*• R. Saa4ft'al. 
All America nan• you 1••• a4 .. Mep«tat 
ay~atldu of eu fellow cttiMU wiU lor•'ftl' 
~ ,..., •n•• pi'Of...t aacrlftc•. 

M~-•.. Foret _. I waat .,_ to bow that yoa _. 
you lOY.._ oaea ue ill .,_. ...,ate aai ia _,. 
Mai"U. W'• ny·•at tlt.e etenal.-..pecl'JOIII' 
•• ha• eo trqtc.Uy ••~ will aut• ..r 
~omfori yet~S. .... ,. ....... 

GERALD R. FORD 

Ml'e. t• ... 1\. Sq Mlpel 
tto~..a 
S.a Aataaio. T•••• ?t!C1 

GB.F:GEL:aeo 458 96 •a 09 

• 

EXEC ­
ND B-t-2/ 



. ..,..,.. ... , 

.................. ,.. .......... ,.. ... 
~ ...... ... ....... ...., ............... ,...,.. 

• ... •• thlkally ·--· .m ... , ..... 
..... ,.,.. ta ... ., ........ 

.......... ~ 
I FiftiA..-

GERALD Jl. FORD 

LN ~..... CallloY.ala I 

GB.F:GEL:•eo 4% 60 33 11 

• 

EXEC- ­
ND 1-1-!/ 




