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Tt—n-:w:-u-rs House

WASHINGTON

May 12, 1975

MR, PR ESIDENT,




SUN-TIMES

WASHINGTON BUREAU

1717 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W, (Suite 1307)
Washington, D.C. 20006

785-8200

Dear Mr, President-

I told you the other night at Clark MacGregort's
house that Gove Pat Lucey of Wiscey 2 liberal Democrat, was waging
a Ford-=like struggle against the spending forces in his states I
have been sceratching around since then for the clippings to prove
my point, I enclose them,

My thought was that you should find some reason
to go out to Wisconsin and ldentify y effort with Luceyt!s as
bipartisan rationality, the last realggiope of those who weuld
avoid renewed inflation and higher taxes, You could In the same
s.peech point to other Democratic governors, in Mass, and Calif,,
whobgave turned against further spending as %he answer to our
problemse

At any rate you are not alone,

Sincerely,
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Office of Governor Patrick J. Lucey
State Capitol building
iiadison, Wisconsin 53702

PRESS RELEASE Jeff Smoller, Press Secretary
(608) 266-1212

For Release:
Tuesday, HMarch 18, 1975
Noon

Kenosha--"Wisconsin's taxpayers may lose the fight to
big spenders unless their voice against more taxes is heard and
lieard soon," Governor Patrick J. Lucey warned today.

Speaking to a meeting of Kenosha area taxpayers, Lucey
said the "'pressures to spend are incrcasing each day' in tadison.

"Thue Legislature is experiencing almost unbearable
pressure to spend and bureaucrats are now openly calling for
a tax increase," Lucey continued. "If the taxpayer is to be
‘heard, his voice must be raised immediately."

Lucey's rcmarks came at the first of a series of public
appearances and town meetings he has scheduled around the state
to discuss his proposed 1975-77 state budget. He met today
with the Kenosha Taxpayers, Inc.

Plans are being made for appearances in La Crosse,

Eau Claire, Appleton, Wausau and Waukesha, plus other communities
around the state.

Lucey defended his proposed budget "as a responsible
plan to meet the commitment of the state to local government'
and individuals while avoiding an increase in state tax rates."

But the Governor acknowledged that his cuts were '‘under
severe attack" ahd that ''the Legiélature may not be able to

sustain the pressure without citizen help."”



n1 believe the grassroots support is there to hold
the line on spending. But unless the Legislature hears support
for fiscal restraint, I cannot predict what will happen."

Lucey warned that revenue estimates that allow a $3.2
billion budget with no tax rate increase will be revised nex
monti. |

"The April revenue estimates will be even more grin
than the ones we had in November,' Lucey said. '"Every sign
we see on the national level paints an ever more dismal
picture in fh;s time of recession. There will be no good news
in April--only bad."

Lucey's budget cuts more than §9 nillion from this
year's base level in agency spending. But it also returns $400
million more than the current budget in additional state tax
dollars to local government and individuals.

Lucey concluded:

"But if local officials and school boards do not join
the state in a mood of austerity, all of the money we are
returning to Wisconsin communities will be spent, not passed
along to the property taxpayer. It is unfair to expect state
government to tighten its belt beyond the last notch when 1local
government is buying a larger size. I urge you as local tax-
payers to support public officials who want spending control
at all levels of government--town, village, city, county,

school district and state."
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