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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 28, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

THROUGH: DONALD RUMSFELD
FROM: WILLIAM N. WALKERéguzﬁ\__
SUBJECT: FAA Administrator

Secretary Coleman wants to gquestion appointing Pete Conrad
as Administrator of FAA. His points will center around the
fact that a study of the FAA earlier this year recommended
sweeping organizational changes. He therefore believes that
an experienced manager, who can do the inside job, is the
primary qualification for the job. He believes that George
Low is better qualified than Conrad to carry out this
function.

Secretary Coleman is being urged by Under Secretary Barnum
to object to Conrad and to support Low, whom Barnum has
worked with. Coleman is prepared to accept your judgment in
this matter. (Copy of the decision memorandum is attached.)

I recommend that you stick with Conrad for the following
reasons:

1. You want new blood in the Administration and
Conrad would be an asset in that regard. Such an appoint-
ment would be preferable to moving people around the chess

board, as would be represented by moving Low from NASA to
FAA.

2. Low has been criticized on Capitol Hill (Congressmen
Mosher and Frey and Senator Domenici) because of his polit-
ical naivete. 1In any reorganization of the type Coleman
envisions for FAA, congressional relations are a critical
element which Conrad could carry out more effectively.



3. Conrad is a Republican whereas Lowe is a Inde-
pendent.

4. Both men are technically proficient. Bill Anders,
Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, who knows
both, believes either one could do the job successfully.

5. Conrad's demonstrated toughness is assurance that
he will not get chewed up by the FAA bureaucracy.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 25, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: WILLIAM N, WALKER
SUBJECT: Administrator, The Federal Aviation Administration
(PAS - II)

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide you with the opinions
and information necessary to choose a new Administrator of the
Federal Aviation Administration,

Two Optibns are offered for the Administrator's position:

1. Charles (Pete) Conrad, Jr.

2. George M. Low
CHARLES (PETE) CONRAD, JR., 44 (Resume at Tab A), is a well
known pilot and astronaut who would bring stature and professional
competence to the position, He has had a twenty-year interest in

aviation safety and is up to date with the fast developing technology
of aviation and space, particularly collision avoidance systems,

Secretary Coleman and Deputy Secretary Barnum think he lacks the
requisite managerial experience. However, we believe that he has
demonstrated a capacity to deal with complex business problems as
Vice President for Operations of the Denver-based American Tele-
vision and Communications Corporation, We believe he could be
particularly effective revitalizing the morale and spirit of the FAA
and dealing with the general public, special interest groups, and
the Hill.

He is a registered Republican,




GEORGE M, LOW, 49 (Resume at Tab B), is currently the Deputy
Administrator of NASA. He has a reputation as an excellent,
effective hard working Administrator, and has served essentially

as the general manager of NASA, He has a complete command of
the technical details of his program, a trait which reflects his
training as an engineer. He thrives on managing difficult situations
and difficult challenges, He is aware of the need to bring NASA -type
research to bear on the problems of FAA,

Representatives Mosher and Frey and Senator Domenici have told
us that they believe Low is an effective manager and skilled engi-
neer, but that he lacks political sophistication and a proven ability
to deal with political problems. Since reorganizing FAA will
inevitably involve issues of this sort, the perception of the Congress
as to Low's skills in this area is important. Low himself is sensi-
tive to the need to give attention to problems of this sort, though he
admits that at NASA he has not had to deal much with them.,

Bill Anders believes both men are well qualified.
He is a registered Independent.

Secretary Coleman's first choice is Mr. Low because of his
outstanding management capability.
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January 23, 1275

CHARLES CORAD, JR, . .
Vice President — Qperacions é)‘/"“ e N ' ==

Mr. William Walker - . - -
- The Hhite House - ) .
Washington, D.C.

*D°ar M. Ualker'

*This is %o conf1rm our te]epnon° conversation of this date
concerning the FAA. I have enclosed a HASA biogrephy as you
requested. Listed below are some other bu51ress aCttVItl
not containad 1n the bicgraphy: ‘

-~

. Director - Hemilton Funds, Denver, Colorado - July '70/Present
:Dlrector Consultant - Butler Avmutlon lnu., Eng1euond C‘ iis,
New Jersey - March '70 - March '71
- Director - Galleria Bank, Houston, Texas - Nov. '71 - Deu. 7

~
1

I am very interested in the FAA and as I mantioned_cn the
phone, HASA.

~ Please give my rcgards to Don.

Smncerely
(i::::7 n /”‘ Z/i;li'i(,c%
Charles Conr;d Jr. \

.Enclosure: 4 '
KASA Biogrephy ' : ' .



Biogreghical Data on
Cnarles Conrad, Jr.
Cantain, USil (Rat)

Born on June 2, 1930, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, "Pete" Conrad is 5 feet 3
inches tall, and weigns 145 pounds.

—m—
He attended primary and secondary schools at Haverford School in Haverford,
Pennsyivania, and tha Darrow School, ilew Lebanon, Hew York; recaived a *acq~10
of Scienca dz2gres in Aeronautical Enginesring from Princaton University in 182!
an Honorary Master of Arts degree from Princeton in 1966, an Honorary Bnc; orate

of Laws degrea from Lincoln-Weslyan University in 1970, and an Honorary Doctorate
of Science degree from Kings College, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, in 1971.

UJ'S

Pete is married to the former Jane Dudose of Uvalde, Texas, and has four sons:

Peter 19; Thomas, 17; Andrew, 15; Cnrlsuopher, 13. His hobbies inciude golf,

 watar sL11ng and autowoblle racing. . . R o S

e is a Fellow of the American Astronautical Socxetv, and th° Haw York Acadzmy

f Science; ani of the American Institute of Aeronautics and AStFOﬂﬁUu]C:, and a
elijow of the Scciety of Exper1nenra1 Test Pilots.

Snacial Honors: nd=r”=d two MASA Dlsu1ngu1sn“d Serv1ce ledals, tvc LASA Exces
ervice Fedals, the ilavy Astronaut Mings, two Navy D]SLTRQU]SN°0 Service hedat
tio Distinguishad Flying Crosses; recipient of Princeton's Dis 1ngu1sn°d Eluz

Ferard for 1965, ithe U.S. Jaycea's 10 Quistanding Young ien Award in 1865, La:

Rmerican AstronauLlcul Society F]lg t Achievainent Award for 1966, Pennay1van1a 5
ward for Excellencz in Science and Technology in 1967 and 1969, the Rear Adairal

Hilliam S. Parscns Evard for Scientific and Technical Progress in 1970, tha

Godfrey L. Cabot Award in 1970, the Silver ldedal of the Union Leagc of Philacdsls

in 1970, the FAI Yur Gagarin Co]d Space jadal and the D2 La Yaulx tedal in 19%

hpollo XII the Hational Acade emy of Television Arts and Sciences Spacial Trustces

FRiard in 1970 the Federal Aviation Agericy's Space Mechanic Techaician Award in

1973, the FAI Gold !Madal and the De La Vaulx Medal in 1974 for Skylab I end the

AIAA Haley Astronautics Award in 1974 for SPy]ab I Collier Trophy 1013 anag inhe

Harmon Trophy 1972. ' .

—yperience: Conrad entzred the Havy f011OW1nﬂ graduation T
and bacame a naval aviator. He attended ths davy Test Pilct Scheol at Patuxont

River, Haryland, and upon Cme1et1ng that course of instructicn was assigned zs

a8 project test pilot in the armaments test division there. He also servad &t

Patuxent as a flight instructor and performance engineer at the Test Piist Scheo?

He has logged more than 6,500 hours flight time, with more ‘than 5,000 ho"f in

Jjet aircraft.

Conrad was selected as an astronaut by HASA in Septembar, 1952. In Avgust, 1933
he served as pilot on the 8-day Gemini 5 flicht. He and command pilot Gordon
Cooper were launchad into earth orowt on August 21, and procsedad to estzbiish

& space endurance record-of 190 hours and 56 minutes. The fiight, which lastsg
120 revolutions znd.cdvercd a uﬂ'*’ dist?ﬂce of 2,312,843 sfatuta niles, s
terminatad on AhjU)L 29, 1365, It uas aiso on this flight that the Unitsd Stz

tooxk over the lead in manucurs in space,
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Cn September 12, 1965, Conrad occupied the command pilot seat for ths 3-day
. eirini 11 mission. He executed orbital maneuvers ito renc2zvaus and cack in
) 1“;5 than one orbit with a previously launcnad fgena and pitoced €Gemind 11
through two pariods of extra-veniculzr activity performed by pilot Ricazrd
Gordon. Other highlights of the flight includad the establishad new world
spaca altitude record of 85C statute “miles and tha compieticn of the first
Tully autamatic control]ed reantry. '
Conrad uas spacecraft cowmmander of Apocllo 12, November 14-24, 1969. Uith him
~——.on-pan's second lunar landing mission were Richard Corcon (Cc*m»nd Hodula Pilot)
- and Alan Bean (Lunar Module Pilat). In accomplishing 21l of the mission's
objectivas, the Apollo 12 crew executed the first pracisicn lunar landirg,
bringing their lTunar module, "Intrepid" to a sefe touchdown in the mcon's Gceean
of Storms; and, along with B°a1 Conrad spant 7 hours z2nd £5 minues on the lunar
survce perforn1ng the first ]unar traverse deploying tha fAzolio Lunar Survace:
Experiment Package (ALSEP), installing a nuclear pewer ganerztor station which
~would provide the power source for long-term scientitic experiments, gatharing
g2ologic samples of the lunar surface for return to earth, and comp]et;n" 2 .
close-up. inspection of the Surveyor III spacecraft. .

As spacecraf t commander on h1s Tfourth flight, Conrad flew t%e Skylab 1/2 vhich
launchad on May 25 -and termined on Jun2 22, 1974. 4ith hiza for the initial
activation and 28-day flight qualification OgéP&thﬂ of the Skylab Crbital
Morkshop were Joseph Kerwin (sc1encu~p110t) and Paul Meitz (pilot). Although
subjected to a 10-day dalay in their plannad SL-2 launch, Conrad, Kerwin and
W23tz managed to complete 46 of 55 scheduled expzrimenis and 2ll of tha nins™
programmad subsys tem/operation detuiled test objectives. Parzwount {o the
completion of thase objectives was deployment of a "parasol" T

-

5
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n

g

- a
to alleviate the orbital workshop thermal problem cre a-ed by 1css of ths micro-
meteriod shield during the SL-1 launch. Also vital to tha missicn vas a 3-bour
- and 23-minute extravehicular activity by Conrad and Kenvin to c=ploy th2 jarmed
solar wing. Their success 1in extcnd1ng the on]y remaining scizr array system
wing -assured sufficient power for the conduct oF the Tull 28-dzy mission and

- viould provide the needad energy to power the subshﬂucnu SL=~3 and SL-4. In
logging 672-hours and 49-minutes each aboard the workshop, tha crew established
1al an

a new world record for a single mission, and Ccnrad captured the individual an-

durance record for time in space by bringing this total space flight time to.

1,179 hours and 38 minutes. Conrad has also loggad 14 hours and 19 minutes in

extravehicu]ar activities. :

In December, 1973, after serving for 20 years (11 of which viera as an astronaut

in the space program), retired from the U.S. Mavy to accert a positicn as

Vice President - Oparations and Chief Operating OF{icer of American Television

and Communications Corporation (ATC) located in Denvar, Colcorado. Conrad is
_also a member of the Board of Directors of ATC. As Vice Prasicent - Opsration\

he is responsible for both the operation of existirg systzms end the dsvzleanm

of new cable television systems throughout the country.



: NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADM!NISTRATION -

NASHlNGTON D. C. 20546

' - BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

GEORGE M. LOW .
" Deputy Administrator _
Nahonal Apronauhcs and Space Admlmsl'rahon .

-Georg.e M. Low was bom in V‘enn'd;‘: Ausfn::',ldn June 10, 219:26 " He came to the
United States in 1940 and became a naturalized citizen in 1945 Durmg World
' War Il he served mtheU S Armyfrom 1944-1'01946 . g

‘Dr. Low attended Re“""“" P°|Y*echmc Inshl'ul'e, Troy, New York receivinga . -

Bachelor of Aeronautical Engineering Degree in 1948, and a Master of Science
in Aeroncutical Engineering Degree in 1950, In 1949 he married the former

Mary Ruth McNemara of Troy, New York. Dr. and Mrs. Low have five children -~ s

. Mork Dlane, David, John, ond Ncmcy-- and reslde in Arlmgfon, Vlrgmla. .

PROFESSIONAL CAREER |

Dr. Low s entirs professlonal career has been in Govemmenf service. He joined
the National Adwsory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) as an Aeronautical,

" Research Scientist in 1949, - At the NACA's Lewis Flight Propulsion Laboratory n .

Cleveland, Ohio, (now NASA's Lewis Research Center) he specialized in experi-

mental and theoretical research in the fields of heat transfer, boundary layer flows, - o

and internal aercdynamics; he published many reports in these fields. While.at the
Lewis facility, hewas named head of the Fluids Mechanics Section, and later,
Chief of the Speclal Projects Branch :

" In chober 1958, when the Ncmonal Aeronautics and Space Admlnlsrrahon was
organized, he transferred to its Headquurl'ers in Washington as Chief of Manned
Space Flight. He was responsible, in Headquarters, for the Mercury and. Gemini
Programs and was Chairman of the special committee that formulated the original
plans for the Apollo manned lunar landing. His last position in Washington was
that of Deputy Associate Administrator for Manned Space Flight. In that position
he was responsible to the Associate Administrator for Manned Space Flight in the
management of the Gemini and Apollo Programs cnd the field centers directly
ssocncﬂ'ed with fhose programs.

o
-



' He also has recewed the follcwmg specu:l honors- »

-2-

In February 1964 Dr. Low transferred to NASA's Manned Spacecraft Center (now
Johnson Space Center) in Houston, Texas, as Deputy Director, Asthe Center's
general manager, he had over-all responsibility for the Gemini and Apollo Space-
craft efforts, as well as future program development, flight operations, and flight
crew operations. In April 1967 he was named Manager of the Apollo Spacecraft
Program. Under his leadership the Apollo spacecraft was mode flightworthy after
the fire of January 1967. He also played a leading role in planning and executing

. all of the -Apollo missions and originated the plans for Apollo 8, the first manned
~ lunar orbit flight, During the time Dr. Low directed the program, five manned

fllghts were flown, mcludmg Apo"o ll the flrsr manned lunar Iandmg in July

- 1969,

In December 1969 Dr. Law was appomfed Depury Admlmsi-raror of NASA by
»Presldenf Nixone o SR SV S

PROFESSIONALACTIVITIES HONORSAND AWARDS e T

| Dr. bow isa Fellow in fhe Amerlccm lnshful'e of Aeroncuhcs and Asrronauhcs.od -

“athedsasican-deatroneriieni-Sosieins a member of the National Academy of

Engineering, the Sigma Xi Society: and-bire~EomrerEleb; an Honorary Member of
the Aerospace Medical Associagtion; Director, National Aeronautic Association;
and a Trustee of the Rensselaer Polytechmc lnshl'ul'e.

In June ]969 he received fhe Honorary Degrees of Docfor of Engmeermg from
Rensselaer Polytechnic lnshfute, and Doctor of S¢:|ence from rhe Umversll'y of =
Florlda. : ' :

'NASA's Outsfcmdlng Lecdershnp Medal in 1962 for his confnbuhons to
Project Mercury. : : :

Arthur S. Flemmmg Award (T en Ovtstanding Young Men in Governmeni')
" in 1963.

NASA Distinguished Service Medal, for his conrrlbuhons to fhe |
Apollo 8 manned lunar orbit mission in 1969, 7 .

Paul T, Johns Trophy from the Amold AII’ Society, April 1959, for

his outstanding contributions in aeronautics and astronautics.




-3-

1968 American Astronautical Society Space Flight Award in
acknowledgement of his contributions to the advancernenl' of space
flight and space science,

NASA Dlshngunshed Service Medal for hls conl'rlbuhons to the success -
~ of the Apollo Program, October 1969.

Louis W Hill Space Transporl'al'lon Award from the American Inshfufe of
..~ Aeronautics and Astronautics for his leadershlp role in brmgmg the Apollo .
Program to fulf‘llment, _Ocl'ober 1969, R .

. Nahonal Space Club Asl'ronauhcs Engmeer Award, for dlrechon of l'he
R Apollo Spacecrafr Program, March 1970 S

R NGflOﬂﬂl sPace Club Roberl' H. Goddard Memonal Trophy, March 1973

B Nahonal Civil Service League's 1973 Career Servnce Award for
Sustained Excellence, May 1973. S ,

Rockefeller Public Serv:.ce‘AAWard for
Administration, December 1974 & T



GEORGE M. LOW

April 1975

- RESUME

Deputy Administrator
National Aeronautics and

Space Administration

Washington, DC 20546

AC 202/755-3886

Home:

Personal:

Education:

Experience:

° Planning -

1515 Highwood Drive
Arlington, VA 22207

“AC 703/538-5159

Born June 10, 1926
Married 1949 to Mary R. McNamara
5 children, ages 12, 17, 19, 21, 23

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY

Bachelor's Degree in Aeronautical Englneerlng,

1948

Master's Degree in Aeronautlcal Englneerlng,
1950

Innovative planning of some of the most
challenging space missions. Some examples:
Developed original plans for Apollo, leading
to President Kennedy's decision to go to the.
Moon; invented Apollo 8 lunar orbit mission
to advance Apollo timetable when Apollo was
in trouble; provided leadershlp in Space - .
Shuttle planning.

e Program Management - Took over management of Apollo

spacecraft program after 1967 fire. Made A
all engineering decisions required to rebuild
Apollo and make it flightworthy. Kept cost
and schedule under control. Managed large
Government-industry team and developed a
sound working partnership with industry.
Completed this assignment with successful
Apollo 11 lunar landing in July 1969.



RESUME - George M. Low : 2
" ® General Management - Running a $3.5 billion business
as Deputy Administrator (and for 8 months
Acting Administrator) of NASA. Involved .
in all external and internal activities,
with lead responsibility for internal
affairs including planning, budgeting,
financial management, procurement, program
management and heading a high technology
organization of 25,000. Providing technical
leadership while running NASA as a "tight
- ship." Developing people and facilities
for future growth. Reorganizing as needed
to meet changing objectives, and selecting
people for key positions. Also involved
in "marketing," testifying before Congress,
etc.

Negotiated all recent US/USSR space agree-
ments, including the one for the 301nt :
-docking mission. -

Other Activities: Trustee, Rensselaer Polytechnlc Institute .
Member, National Academy of Engineering
Fellow, American Institute of Aeronautlcs
and Astronautics
Member, Sigma Xi
Director, National Aeronautlc Assoc1atlon

Honors and Awards:

Honorary Doctorate of Engineering,
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 1969
_ Honorary Doctorate of Science, University
of Florida, 1969
NASA's Outstanding Leadership Medal 1962
'Arthur S. Flemming Award (Ten Outstanding
Young Men in Government), 1963
NASA Distinguished Service Medals (2), 1969
Paul T. Johns Trophy from Arnold Air
Society, 1969
American Astronautical Society Space
Flight Award, 1968
American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics Louis W. Hill Space
Transportation Award, 1969

Y




RESUME ~ George M. Low : . 3

Honors and Awards (Continued)

Hobbies:

l1948:

1949 - 1958:

1958 -~ 1963:

1964 - 1966:

Natlonal Space Club Astronautlcs Engineer
Award, 1970

ANatlonal Space Club Robert H. Goddard

Memorial Trophy, 1973

National Civil Service. League's Career -
Service Award for Sustained Excellence,
1973 :

" - Rockefeller Public Service Award for

Admlnlstratlon, 1974

Photography, Water Skllng. Scuba D1v1ng,.
Tennis

Detailed Chronology |

General Dynamics, Fort Worth, Texas.
Aerodynamicist.

National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics,
Lewis Laboratory, Cleveland, Ohio. Individ-
ual Researcher, Section Head, Branch Chief.
Original work in aerodynamic heating,
boundary layer transition, orbital mechanlcs.
Several technical publlcatlons. ’

NASA Headquarters, Washlngton, DC. Chief of
Manned Space Flight, Deputy Associate Admin-
istrator for Manned Space Flight. Planning
and Headquarters-level program management., _
budgeting, etc. for Projects Mercury, Gemini, -
and Apollo. Justifying manned space flight

- programs and budgets to Bureau of Budget and

Ccongress.

NASA Manned Spacecraft Center, Houston,

Texas. Deputy Director. General Manager

of 4000-man NASA Center with responsibility
for manned spacecraft, mission control, '
astronaut selection and training.
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RESUME ~ George M. Low | 4

1967 - 1969: - NASA Manned Spacecraft'Center, Housten.
Texas. Manager, Apollo Spacecraft Program.
See section on "Program Management.

1969 - Present: NASA Headquarters, Washington, DC. Deputy
Administrator (Presidential appointee).
(Acting Administrator September 1970 to
May 1971.) See section on "General
Management." -

References: - This is a representative list of people
who are reasonably familiar with my career.

Mr. James Beggs

Senior Vice President, Aerospace ,
General Dynamics Corporation
Pierre Laclede Building
. 7733 Forsyth

Clayton, MO 63105 :
Telephone: 314/862-2440

Dr. Malcolm Currie
Director of Defense Research
and Engineering
Washington, DC 20301 )
Telephone: 202/697-9111

Dr. James C. Fletcher

Administrator

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.

Washington, DC 20546

Telephone: 202/755-3918

Dr. Robert R. Gilruth

(former Director of Manned Spacecraft Center)

Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center

National Aeronautics and Space
Administration

Houston, Texas 77058

Telephone: 713/483-3438 -



RESUME - George M. Low

References (Continued):
Dr. T. Keith Glennan
(former Administrator, NASA)
11483 Waterview Cluster
Reston, Virginia 22090
Telephone: AC 703/471-4210

Mr. Daniel J. Harnett
President, Aeronca, Inc. .
24751 S. Crewnshaw Boulevard
Torrance, California 90505
Telephone: 213/326-8220°

Mr. Roy P. Jackson
Corporate Vice President-
Program Management
Northrop Corporation
3901 West Broadway
. Hawthorne, California 90250
Telephone: 213/675-4611 %2127

Mr. Richard C. McCurdy .
(former Chairman, Shell 0il)
1 Weed Lane

Contentment Island

Darien, Connecticut 16820
Telephone: 203/655-0650

Mr. Dale D. Myers
President, North American Aircraft Group
Rockwell International Corporation
1700 East Imperial Highway
- El Segundo, California 90245
felephone: 213/647-5000 x5595



RESUME - George M. Low
References (Continued):

Dxr. Thomas O. Paine - ‘
(former Administrator, NASA)
Senior Vice President

Technology Planning & Development
General Electric Company
Fairfield, Connecticut 06431
Telephone: 203/373-2166

General Samuel C. Phillips, USAF
Commander

Headquarters Air Force Systems Command
Department of the Air Force. - :
Andrews Air Force Base

Washington, DC 20331

Telephone: 301/981-6208

Dr. Robert C. Seamans, Jr.

Administrator

Energy Research & Development
Administration

Washington, DC 20545

Telephone: 202/245-3279

Dr. Abe Silverstein
(former Director, Lewis Research Center)
21160 Seabury Avenue
Fairview Park, Ohio 44126
Telephone: 216/331-6676

Mr. James E. Webb

(former Administrator, NASA)
1707 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006
Telephone: 202/338-6511



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 30, 1975

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL WALKER , ,
FROM: JERRY H.
 SUBJECT: FAA Administrator

Your memorandum to the President of April 28 on the above subject
has been reviewed and the foliowing notation was made:

-- Let's stick with Conrad.
Explain to Bill Coleman I re-
viewed uplivus and Gonrad
seems best one.

Please follow-up with the appropriate action.

Thank you.

cc: Don Rumsfeld



MEETING WITH SECRETARY COLEMAN
MONDAY - APRIL 28, 1975
5:15 P.M.‘

The Oval Office

7o

oqE PRESIDENT HAS SZEN.: Z






