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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 10, 1975

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL

TO: Honorable Mike Mansfield (D-MONT)
Majority Leader, United States Senate

WHEN : After your meeting today with The Speaker and
Minority Leader Rhodes

PURPOSE: To brief Senator Mansfield on the situation in Vietnam
and give him a preview of your address tonight.

RECOMMENDED

BY: Max L. Friedersdorf M.é .

BACKGROUND: 1.

TALKING POINTS:

ll

Senator Mansfield was unable to attend the biparti-
san leadership meeting yesterday because he was
hosting a luncheon involving the Senate Committee
Chairmen.

Senator Mansfield regretted missing the meeting
and has been given a report on the meeting by
Bill Kendall.

Mansfield delivered a major foreign policy speech
in the Senate on Monday in which he criticized
American foreign policy, assumed part of the blame,
and called for the President and Congress to work
together in the area of foreign as well as domestic
policy. (SEE TAB A)

Mike, I am sorry you and the others could not
attend yesterday, but I understand you had a
meeting of the Committee Chairmen.

We had a good meeting and I explained the current
situation to the leaders, and gave them a preview
of my remarks tonight.

I read your speech on Monday with great interest
and found much merit to your assessment. I
appreciated your reference to my willingness to
cooperate with Congress and I intend to refer to
your speech in my talk tonight.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

The situation in Vietnam is very serious. I would
describe it as bleak but salvagable.

We have 6,000 Americans in South Vietnam and we are
concerned about their safety and evacuation if that
becomes necessary.

In addition, there are from 175,000 to 200,000 South
Vietnamese who have worked for the United States, and
they will be the first to go if the communists take over.

We are also concerned about the safety of Americans if
an anti-American sentiment develops among the South
Vietnamese. We are maximizing our efforts to get these
Americans out and are developing contigency plans of a
very sensitive nature.

We also have a moral responsibility to try and save those
South Vietnamese people who have stood with us through
thick and thin.

I intend to give a lot stronger speech tonight than when
I originally planned to address the Congress on foreign
policy.

I will describe the seriousness of the situation in
Vietnam, together with my recommendations, but the
speech will also include the Middle East, NATO, detente,
the PRC and trade.

It will be a very frank speech and I will not recommend
anything phony. My recommendations will be justified.

I believe we are at a very serious turning point in world
affairs. We have achieved some excellent results in foreign
policy over the past 25 years, and we have suffered some
setbacks.

If we work together we can move to greater successes.
This country has a great destiny to fulfill.

But, we cannot achieve our goals if we engage in finger-
pointing and blaming one another.

I am hopeful you can support my recommendations to the
Congress tonight, and continue to lend me the wisdom and
strength of your experience and service to the Nation.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 11, 1975

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDORF
FROM: . JERRY H, %
SUBJECT: Recommended Telephone Cail to

Senator Mike Mansfield

Your telephone call recommendation to the President on the above
subject has been reviewed and the following notation was made:

-- I talked with Sen. M. at Capitol. He understood.

cc: Don Rumsfeld





