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THE \\'HIT£ HOUSE 

WASIIIl\GTON 

April 2, 1975 

Mr. President: 

Here are several questions and possible answers 
sent by your economic advisers in Washington. 

RON NESSEN 
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Th~ nuw Hou:JO Du.ige.t Com:llttco h;ls ·'lpp:..--ov~tl a Ct.:m9ru::·~ions.1 tr~t.di:l~ 
p1l-n rcr fhC-'~1 yea•: •76 totulin<J $3t)6. 7 b;.lliol'l.. 'r~us is '17.~-. '·.)Ul.f.C"tt · - .. 
~:nx:~ 1:h<!.:a th·<J l?J:,)!J!d·~.ut ):ll':C.f>OSe··l, a.n(l ~'oul:l result in a Feclcn1l d1~flci1: 
of $1J.1 b1l.l~on, $21.0 bi.ll!clll cora th.;uJ t:!ul PxcsidE:nt pror'!Cs·.sd i!1 
J:•cl-:=~H'.lY (IJ:c1 ~·13.7 billi~:>n ~XYV·~ tbe $G.1 hlllio:1 at whi<::h yc.\1. dl:e~t.ths 
111:: \'l.~n. yl)'.l t:l•;ncd 1·11.'3 ta;~ bill-

\~1,; a.':U g.c~.tific:d th'lt the Hon.<>c !!Ud•jet cc.tq:n:tt.te~ 
h;;1G t-.E:k:n the initi.:\tive, ~-':lei n.l t'h·:1 !CJh nc.t :.:cqu.hei 
by Llw u:•t:i.l r:<.:'xt y.nr .. lli\9 C:~P.v;,lo;?:d its o'm 
r<'C<L!rll!:'lr.::. .. ,Li.·:·I\3 fc..•r Fcdt3ral ~.J?('.c.·,(,LlJ in fi~~..::al 

".J(-';.'C I 76, 

!t h.:l3 been tl.e /'.d•.11inistxatim1's ho:?(~ t:~t: \lit::t 
·u:o \!!,tc.l!:)li!Slu·!::·ot of tl1e Budget C<.:.i'.:,titteea a new 
!'ZC'I'!:.n cf reSl.,Xmsibil,ity for t:ot~l f'·~der;~.1 spendir.g 
W\")l,lld dc·~elop in Congre'ss. J~ nu:.,tjl: sic;p that .thl-a 
hop$ ba.s a ch.anc:·~ for fulfilJ~:mt i·-J seon it1 tlw$t' 
~~~;;i_"f':ton of t:ha i?J:csident's Ilr'.J?(>-sal for a S'lio 
l.;f.tdt.t.'\tion on th•i! incr~ase i11 pay :lor Federal. 
e.uployees and a 7' lblitation on th·.:! in.:reases 
f~)r ;-;(,11'..(.! cth ~r. pxoqt'ilm!i tied to tbl cost ot 

...... - .. -:: .. 

... .... ~ .. - . -· 
. -~ --: .-. : .. i': . 

····-· 1.lv:l.ng inclr.x. .. •. -.: · .... 
l\ll the tli;l.r•g~r st~n:\~s ,po;int to tc:. ~ 11 spending 
·:.n 1976 tf',n t "ould, if not cun~ t.ra inud, be much 
gn;;il.t.~r thun tile $366 bill i_.,jn :reeo.'i\.•tcnd~d b:'l t.llf:.\ · 
nu~.:a•:: 5ul.l':[l:'C t:Ollli.n1'Ct:ee. l'.!l ~·cu knOd, 1.t' r.na 

Congress wcra to ~ucceed in una~tin1 the le~is­
lc.tion ibi committees now ha,e under con::Jid·~ration, 
tl1e Federal deficit would ba in ~xcass of $100 billion, 
uith spending in the area of $380 to $400 billion. 

As I stil~cd '"h.~n I !i lgned t~,e t-=n~ hi 11, "( will do 
ev~rything.I c~n to keep the l':J/0 d.aticit from 
exceeding $60 billion. To do this, I will, ~f 
necessary", veto hills that wuul<.J incr~.:t!JC ~.;_:Jcnding, 

exca~l:. tor .achicvin<J ndt.ioo.tl f<':;··:t '3/ g~:Jl:;;; .:t;"ld 
certain ht.!Itlil!litarian need::;. In addi.tion, I w·ill 
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t:t'•nU.n\.1.:! to J?U:;h for Con<;~rc!;!:iil)n,"tl t:UJ?J?O't"t fo~ 
the sp,mdinq r2.u1.•cti.on!a t.h'lt I lt.av.:l propo!-.J(~d.-

:t .ur~e tl1e Ho\1.!>(! B~.Wlgct C.:M~n~ttee ~nd the c:mtlro 
C"cngl:c.ms to l:~c:umintl t"ne H1t.u3tioo and jo1n m~ 
:tn t·rurking 'to hold the daficit to not 110r'e th<'\1'\. 
l(l C 0 L>i ::r, ;r,.!.o::1. 
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Q. Hhy d1d you spc.·cify $60 billion as the r1bsolute lindt for t~e 
~ntlcipated Fcccral budget deficit in FY 1976? 

A. Throughout my public service·! htve be~n against lerge govern­
ment <teficits. 

- l~y origi:1<1l bt.:dget ~·r:c.uests {or FY 1976 did Lv:luc!e .;~.n 
;::nt.icip:t.tt?.d $52 billic;n deficit which ,·ealisticully ;"~,.a,(. 
'JP to t.he sh3.rp loss of tax J'evenues caused by the · 
\''-:C.f::ssion and increasuJ outlttys for uner.1ployment C(lmpeil!il­
ticn bc:>nefits and tile creation of nc\'1 jctbs. · But 1 ~lso · 
called for reduced ~l>rnding in Px1st1~9 programs (thro~gh 
llC\'J legislation llnd t'PSciS5ions and deferrals) tot\:.llinu 
!t17 billion to hold tt.c defic·:t. nt $52 t.dlli(ln n11c~ a 
mor·atorium on new ~:n-osrams until He <.;.;tn U~Yrd2r <Jtn· IHrtit,nal 
~wiorit1es . 

..... -1 ... ~ •• .:-g +\..,. 1 .; ............ ~t:o s...;ll1'on I am t·eafffrait1ng t·ho~·: · · ·• J I I ~ ,. ""\'I t It &. II U I I II C '"" '- .p U U I "'t ~ · 

·!.x::~:~t-· r~~c--s~tt for cuts 1n existing progr·ams not i.lready . "' 
•l'.'<:rtu\·ned and a fi1·rn restriction on new spending ·c..tht~r · ... 
·::~1an for achieving national energy goals iX1d. ce·rta1n.: . · 
ilt~I.~anitarian needs. :···;·. · ... ···; 

.. . . .. .· . 
The itiC»'ease in the deficit refleocts: (1) Congressio:Hl ·•.· 
;~r,.1:ion over·turning sone of my lJudget redu<.:.l1ons; (f) '''r.Nlt: 
;~,~tions to increase outlays ft>r unemployau;r,t ;:ompcr.s.:: .. '''n 
b1mefits and the cr~ation of new jobs·; and (3} the. : ... .' 
congr-essional increa~e i.n t!1e size of til;; reduct·ions ·. · 
heyond my January request for an immediate tax cut to 
:; t i m u l a t e the e con o my t. s q u i c!: ~ .}' a s p o s s ·: b 1 e • T h c!: e: 
ftacl·ease:; cannct go on~ and I have specified $60 .billi~n 
ilS a deficit cei.ling for thr~~ fundamental r·easo:ls: .. ~~··,: .•. . .~,. 

-.: : 
0.. ... • 

- • f •• • ··:. 

1 • T h c m a s s i v e d e f i c i t s w i l 1 c r e a t e r e a 1 p \' o b 1 ems ·Fur the 
financial Parkets, particularly as the mortgag~ ~nd 
business borr·cwers 1ncresas~ th~ir credit needs ·lS thi! 
~conomy recov~rs. Tt is impossible to identify u 
specific ~flish point" wher~ the financial ma~ket$ 
would not be able to finance a deficit but it is 
o h v ) o u s to d n .)1 u n P. f n m i l i "' r •.·d ·;- h n 11 r f i n ~ n r i ;;t 1 .n d. d. E t" • 
1J art i c u··i a r·ly t ii e ·n; s t"O r i c'"a i i y hi g n . Hl v c·i s of ., a ng- t c r a · . 
i n t E r e s t r a t. r: s w h i c h h a v e p e , .. ~. i s t e d d e s p i t e t h ~ ~ e ~ ere·.··~_: .. 
rctession, that we arc already in the danger zanu and avtn· 
larger deficits will add to the risks. · 
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2. 

3. 

Increasing government spending ~"d deficits now 
HL)uld be 111 timed as the econ:.11n:' beuins to sho· .. 1 
ocfin1te signs of l'ecove,·y. Govc:t·nme:.nt actions 

_.··=·-~:~:~ ._. 
_.;;-:.•~ ... - ".:z_ 
~-~·.:-_ ::. - :::_ 

·- :--· .... · 
... 

;·_ ... · . ~ 

h a v e h i s to r i c a l l y l a 1.J g e d de v e 1 (J p 1!1 t! n t s i n the e con o lilY· 
c.::.us·ing·ex.lggerat.(;d boorns and busts as d~layed 
stimulus and restraint c~fff!tts di!;tort the E'COnO,IW. 
We -;hould avroid over·reaction in c:oping 'IJith s-rlings 
i n o u r e c o n o my • 1 h e p o s s i b 1 e F Y ~ 9 7 6 s p '.! ra d i n g 
figures I see conting out of the new Congressional 
budget review pro~ess co~ld eventually return us 
to an overheated £cu·tomy and accolcratfng inflatit)n. 

Whil~ r~nn1ny o deficit in fourteen of.th~ l~st 
fifU:cn years (ending with FY lens) \H~ have crcatl!d 
an unfortun.lte spcnd·ing momentum that irH:n:.:u5ingly 
loc~s us into old programs and limits our abili~.Y 
to 1·e:spond to new national pt•1orities. If.we 
continue to ~ncrease spending beyond the levels 
specified in MY budg2t reque~ts we will lose:what 
1 ittl~ flexibility is left. 
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A: 

V/h".t are we doing and what will 'N(~ d(·l for the i•ef'ng~oCI 
ill Victnarn.? 

At prt:~a"-n1t w~ are <.~oncentrating on asslstitlg the 

cvaGuation of refugees frorn th.rc<Llt!ned area.e. Once this 

proct.~!lS i~ t:Olnpleted, we will know better ·.vhat additional 
.· 

help they will w::cd. The refugees will have to be ted, 

eheltcred and rcsettl,!d. Whtm I havt~ a clear idea of U.S. 

aid requiretnents for t.his hwnanita..da.n effort, I will coneult 

with the Congress to ensure that the desperate plight of 

the hcmeles s people is amdiura.tecJ. 

To coordinate this effort. I have appointed Mr. DQnlel 

Parker, the Dirc<:tor of the Agency for International 

Development, as the Spedal Cuurdinatu:r for Dieaai:er ReH•l• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASill/';l;TON 

April 2, 1975 

Mr. President: 

Here are a set of questions and suggested answers 
proposed by the National Security Council. 

RON NESSEN 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIHGTOH 

M~MOUANDUM FOR RON N&.f).~N 

l'"llOM! l..OU ·rHOMPSON J,;lj" 

SllhlEC.r: 

llciore Un.: Sur· rc:lary began hiH preue c:onferencc, Jue l.l1iti.n said t.hn 
lc•ur f;hips are off Nhet Trang and will be 1noving and he wiU give the 
predse loc:ati.on later·. 

oocf'elaJ'y Schlesinger gave ctD over-aU out&efUiDlt!l\1 o! the combat. situation 
as follows: 

Continued deterioration in Uul higb.landa. CaJT1 RaJili Dlly ~>till lmder 
govc.rJUnent c:onLT.ols Bo.me reduction in cotnhat actlvity around Saigon and 
'.ray Ninb, some i.ncrealie in \:mntmt Qt:U\'Uy in. t.be dcl14 but the delbt 
remaiJ'JIJ n~lalivcly stable. '.f~o-tbirdff of the cmmtry iao tmdc~r Gommunid 
ctJDlzol and it is a situaUml of hisl<•ric and tragi'~ pr-UJ)()JU<•ltli. 

Sr:hl~singcr said be expecta Ole Saigcm dt>.!c•.nscs wiU he t.eated witb)n UJc 
ncfXt lour weektt or le~Jfl. Said there is a possible defen11ive a:rea armnul 
Saigon and the delta wbi<.:h t:an he: bc~ld wilh t.be pret~ent Jorceli, how(~vor# 
tJboudJ No~U1 Vieb~S&Jll dcd..dC' to mo~e U.s uncOJJlJDil:l.ed di vi*icms souLb, Lbc. 
deientte tlf Saigon wilJ be sevcrt'!ly &.c!&lcd. Relatively lit.Ue mov<~men&. 

. it"CJln North Vic:t:nam but fCOme rwutbward ll\OV~lnr:nt or NVN f>trategic 
l' C!SOI'VC~ posilion11. 

AJ)y cmc-for~onn replacement: t•f equiptnttbl would l.C> what we J,re<::eive UJe 
present needB would be lt") ~>lcthilh·.(! Sai.gc•n and would be c~ont:ingellt <m Uac 
P:ref<ideJ1l1s dcc.·isions after be receives hia reJM',rl !rom Gc•nc~ral Weyand. 

Concerning re-illtl"t)(}uctiub of Junc:t'ican forc:os. S<:hleainger refer rt!d lo 
U1e Prefiidentt 1> Marc~h b sLaLement and ttaid that I•Ottiti.on stAnds. Said 
lw c·ould not rule out t.be Pre&idenl: rtf•king Gcmg:r~ss to use air power but 
c:onBideroo tbe prc•hai1HU:y of. s;uch a requettt l•J he rC'lat.ively low • 

• 
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The ~parb:a)C!Di c•f De.fen.&e J)OS)tion on Lbe use c.tf U. 6. Mar)n!'!s ie to adber 
t>h·i,•tly lo J.he law of Augt.u:•l 15. 1973 concerning U)c c:ut r...ofl <•f all c.:orrabat 
ac:&ivi.&.y in Southeast. Asia. '.fbat law Rtatefi lhal parlidpillion ia not 
permitted an.-J if U.S. forces were place-d in a situation where they could 
be drawn into coin.bal, we would b<! in violation QJ the law. 

".fhe Secretary was asked about plan~ to eVAicqat~ s.igc~n and be .-aid that. 
l.he Umt..(:d Stat.es goverDJDent l.as emergency evacuation plans foT aU capitola 
around Lhe world and there is, or c·ourse~ a plan to evacuate Saigon. He 
further Btated that the forces of the United Slates arc.~ available for 
emergenc.·y evac-uation if requeaaled hy lhc Alnhasaador thrcJugh the D<~partment 
oi Si.atl'. 

Sch)ef>ingC"r said he ia not pla.nlling to go to P.•lm Springe lhi11 week and 
aaid he ia in daily ,•ontacl by phone wit.b the P.refiident. 

He was &liked iJ tJ. S. intelligence wa11 faulty <.:onccrning t.he evenl:s up 
to tbiao pc•i.JJt, &nd &hle:dnger replied that the basic iDle lligence probleDJ 
waa ()ne i.n wbjch &.he preaence of lhe South Vietnamese forces and tbei1' 
will to light. was underea;tiJnated, nul" intelligMlce C!oncerni.ng Hanoi's 
inte.hl:ion.s was relatively accurate in that. while a major o.ffenllive was 
not planned unUl 1976, Hanoi ~>aid Uaat il' etthf:lr opport.uniti~a ~.resented 
lh.runselvea, l;bey wca.ald take advantage of them • 

• 



Q: 

A: 

Has the US accepted the French invitation to a conforence of 
oil producers a1Hl conemners '? 

·-·-- ·-· .. 

...... · ... _~:J. .. :' 

The us has a.ccopted the invitation of thP. French Go ... ·ernman.{ ·· ·: ·· 
.. · .. c· ..... 

to attend a Preparatory Meeting beginning April 7 in Paris to 

v.Fganize A i<n•1'nai coniel"en'Ce oi ·on·pro·ciuting anti ·consuming 

-countries. 

.· 
French President Giscard d' Estaing and I agreed in Decetnbm•". 

at M<!rl:inl.qw:_., a·· d the ns Sllh!:ie(luently agreed with other cor.stHllU\( 

- :· ~ ... 
c:otmtri.en in the~ In::.-~rn;:.>.tional. I:;ncrgy Agency, that il- formal Prod\.t~:~~~ 

~;tagea: 

Satisfactory progresR toward c:on!';un"'ler C\h">pt:ra.tio:"lin onE>1'ff1 

and oth.~4- p1:1>c:e•lu·nll ~rr;;ngcnlt.:nts, for a fur-nH'll conference; 
.... .. :: .. :... 

.;..; --
The int·::lH;ivc coordination o! consurner co\m.try po1:1iHono on. 

.-, ·.· 

.... .;. .. ·:· ,.,.:. 

In .T anu'c :;•y ~-~.nd Feh•·t•~u·y, we rr..1chr.d agrt"h~n'"l.;.nt wlt.h t1w (;til;)~··.: · . 
• . ·,·.:. ;!. 

Jnajn·L· oil COitl;\U'I'lit'ltj COllntrtOfl Otl CODperati.on tn tbe f)nancil1 r..f'e::\. : ~.. . . ~ 
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a~.d in ccnservation. At its meeting of March zo: th.e IEA 

·.- f'•• ... _ .. 

. , ' 

. ' --~ ,.; .. 
,', ~ 

Governing Board agreed on a framework for consumer coun.try ·. _·,-

cooperation in the developme;1t of alternative energy sources. 

Thus, we have now comp,.eted the first of the fot•.r sequential 

st:lgeo and are rt. ady to n1ove to the prepat"atc,ry meeting. 

Tlw April 7 rnc(·ti·:1g will be purely procedural in natul"e. 

It will decide em th~ e<genda and other procedural q\.testiona rol~~;i.n.~: 

of the world energy ai.tu~:l.tion. [FYI. We expect th.:.t th.J rneetiu3 
, .. 

will lar:;t a'l:mr.Q.ximg.telv. .~m~ wee};, The US dc:lei!<>Jinll 1.v'H 'Q;? P,jn.~~\l 

at th.c! opening of the tne .. ::ting by Char-les w·. Robh·_son, Undnr 

St:!c:ecb -:-y of Sf.:ate for Economic Aff<'.it·s.] 
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1\.r .. n:rUCAN~ IN Ml!:XICAN .TAILS 

There a~··c !n~~YJY Anl c-rir,_,JW in j ;li! in McY .• ic o. C onf~r.:- ~:en1an Stark 
h:1.~; c:hc:u-gc:d t h:~t th~y al'l.! nftE;>n IH:ld inconununic<1.do, nl\ atr~ated or 
(:Vt:n !;m·~tu•cd , suhjccb:d t o exto::: t io.n, denied rights even under 
L: ,': .. · ,~:1.n l ~w. and tha t th ~~ U.S. G •:rvorrunent is d.oi11g very little about 
H . C,_,n yc·n t ell tts wh«.t th\3 Gov r~:;:1nn<1-nt 1s doing. 

-------··~·--.. ---·---- .. -........ -.. -· -~-·----= ·~.!.:~ 
i 'f!L'-'.rc.r 
• --·~· -. .~ ···-'io<"~ 

I can .:-.:ssur ~ y ou. tho..t we ~·ccogni z ..:- an1l t:\.irry out LlUr rnsp onsibilith~5 

f~H the prot~cti011. an.d w··~tr<nc o f A1-r)cdt:all~ abroad tu tho fulle.st 
cxce:nt pti~'sible. Our En·1bass y and C onsulate~:~ in Mexico arc rnoking 
t:\Vf''-1' A~ •) c· cibl""' of,r<:a•(; to , .,._,~-..ao ,.. t\f>pr•">pri.t:d;~ ~;:n~i.:7ti:1.1'1G<: tv pr.i. .!!C~l::H tt' 

• •. •,1<H :Sts , to invc5tiga.tc ch;:trgcs of any n1i:.1trcatinent. When. such ,... . 
, >. ;;·g;es a.ppoo.r wdl-foLt:r~.dc-d they a re brought to the atb:ntion o f 
t,;\l~ ! .. ~exica.n au.thoritiea . 
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Ce;pgrt:t1f:n~an. 1"'ortney :1tark (D. -Calif.) lntrodut:cd Hou.se Rc!.:olution 313 
'-.'Li.d1 hafJ ht~cn refP.rt·ed to the House Conunittcc un Foreign Affairs. 
'J.'Lc Cn:trn·!~i!b:e has l'P.ferred this Resolution to the appropriate l.ntbcor.an;Hteu 
f.:>r h~arL lf;s 'Vhich have not yet been hold. The rL·s nlution :~.·cquesh certain 
ilL"on:tHitio:l c..., l•.~ l't·ning An1c.dca:m1 i rnpl'i !I oned in :."v!exic;o.. Tht! S·i:atc 
Departrnt.;nt i~ alrea(ly supplying h1fonnati on to the (.;'OU.'anittce b1. tJ•c h<1H: 
that the inlorniati on. will obvi.:>.tn th~~ llct.~d fot• lhc Hou!.lc tu pa~JS i hit> n":l();;uure. 
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HOW TI-ll·: RESULTS OF vn~:TNAM AE"FF.GT EUH.OPE ---------- ·---·-----------·-~------

Q. VfilJ.y Brc:!.lldt. the forrner Gerr.ilall Prime Mildotcr, han naid that 
Europe will uot be affected by whd happens in Vh~tnaxn. Dooon't 
t!1ia cY.plocle the :myth that our gctti;ng out ot v 1ct..n~'l.n"l wou.ld l\~nnn:o 

~-.{II,,'!. i'.JH._; tJ Qll i n..".l ;.._-,~!" g·p"c~f • 

Mr. Brandt is a dietinguioh(.d tJta.tearnan whose vi.ewu n.l'C 

impo1·tn.nt. At the aan"'lc time we hav-e h.: ... d indtcatio111J f1·om 

recent dev~J.Opincnts in Viell1artl haV"c infln€ncc-d thei:r jtl.dgme.nt 

1:ega.rding Atnet'lcnn reliability as an ally. The United States 

commitment to the tH:curity of our NATO allies has been the 

co:rner~to.ne of .t'\merican f'oreiux' policy for more than 25 year11. 

'l'h~ contitming credibility of that c.orm."li.itn<cnt is baaed upon 

aHied asoeflamente of the U.S. reupon-.::e whenever our politlcd 

will and integrity is challenged, Wh..:rt1ver the fidelity of the 

United States is called into questiQn, as i:s now the case in 

Vietnam., .A:me:dcan constancy t~.s an ally h being measured, Ttur 

locus of that challenge cannot dieminfl the fact that: it is a challenge, 

and there can be n.o doubt that our enemies as well aa our t'rtMda 

follow our response very closely. 
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Q: 

Tlil'; vr.;t='A R TUH. F. OF LON NOL ---------·--·------· --------

Vlhat part did we ph·.y in Lon 'Not's rlcpart:u1•e from PhllOm 
Pt~nh? Docs it inl":l"(:a.se the cha.nctHl for pt.!:tCC in Can1bod\a? 

n e naa no rrt rt 1n Lon .l'lol' s t.1eClfl10"1.1 to Leave Ccnt.bOQ.1.a1 

just as we had no r:::n·t in the l'l'lovc.'l'nent that brought hi'tr:. to · 

Lon Nol while h~ "~A'<).!J in Phnn·.n Penh :-i.nd 'Ne still eupport th., 

Ca.n1bodian Govermncnt and its ubjc:c.;livce o! a free, ir..d:;;~.H:::deut 

and ne\.\tral Cambodia. 

Whether Lon Nol' s departure will hel_l) bring ~.1:-out ,. . 

negotiaticn.s !or a peaceful settlement is a tnatter for 

Cambodians to decide. We will continue to urge the.t hostiliti~l 

cease as soon as po:nible and that the parties reach a. 

settlement through peaceful negotiations in accordance with 

the hutnanitarian considerations of a populace weary of wJ.r. 
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TROOP COLLAPSE: TN VIETNAM ------·--------·. ---~--- ... ____ ... ___ ··---~-·~·--·-·---

Q: In your stttclnents, o;>.nd in sti:\texnent:s by Ad1-ninist:ratiut1 
wH.nea sea se~king aid for Vi otnarn front the Congres e:, th~ 
arg\n-ncnt hna been that wlth arms and ccluip1nent" the. cOt.lt~':.l. 
Victn:uncse could defw•d thcn1.sclvcs. And yet the cxpcr1cn~e 
of the past two we.;_, I< 3 1 (:fleets Viet:1arrH-:se fl.:.~ing the hattloflold 
\v·ithout even 11 fig.ht h:~ .• vin8 Arnc.dc<ln cqui.1mw.nt behind. hn1 t 
it clc~a.r that ynu.r cc1n,l;mce ;n the Vietnarrlcse waa :rn1&g:Jf.dcd? 

A: ·we I...avc tu put w:Ftt has hi:.ippcncd into pe;n:pcd:.lvtl. 

problerns. On the one band were the lllllnist.akable signs o! an 

a.ll•out offensive by North Vietnarn in total and rnae6ive viob.ti.on 

of the Paris Ac:cot-ds. On the other wc:rc the signa of !:J;1a:r·piy 

di:miuishing US assistance, cntphasi:.:.ed by the report:s ln:ouaht 

back by Senate Chai t"l1'lan Tran Van Lam of his ex.perit:nc.,., 

with the Congress and by the votes of the Ocn1oC1·atlc cauct.liJe~ 

against aid to Vie tll2.r.l. 

Faced with euch forrnidable prohlorns, President Thleu 
. . 

decided he had no choice but to withdraw to lines more ea.dly 

defended with reduced assistance. Unfortunately, such a 

maneuver is militarily both difficult and danHerous. In addition 

Vietnamese troops nonnaJly have their families in cloeo 

pro~drnity to them •. The result was th~t the troops. inexpe~enccd 

in executing quickly so complex a n1ove. and faced with the 

prospect of leaving their loved onP.s to the invaders, becazne 

panicked. 
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But it ia in1porl:.:tnl tu l•t!t-nmnlH?. r that. prior to this moot 

:recent reversal, South Vietn3.tnc~c troops ha'''-~ {ought 

bravely and skillfully. Given an indication of U.S. aupport, 

thct·u is no 1··..:a:::on to think they will not do so now. 
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CHANGE FOR SUHVI\T AL O.F ~;nUTH VIETNAM 
__ ......_..,. ...... -... -- .. -----~ ·--··---· ----·--- ··~ -~·- -~ .......... _. ___ ··----... ·------

Q: Wh1\t ia the tJi\.uation now in V idl1<=Ll'l1? Doc o th•.: <:ounb:y lm-ve. 
any ch.f4nc;.~u fur ljurvival? 

A; The stability of So1.\th Victmun under tho Pado Accorcll'l 

·n"lachinery and an adequate levul of asshta.nce to Viehln1'n_. 

With rcE>p~d: to enf•n·ccm.ent t'l""lac.hincry, it was deub:oy115d 
snnJ..~ner 

in the I of 1 1J73, in lt.:gi !3b.tiun ,.,hich p·-~.·old.1Jit<~d 1lir::-.r·.t or it1-dh'J;;t 

Vietnam, Laos or Cambodia. tn fact, there was vl:rtua.Uy no 

poosibility that US military furc:c_ would ever s.gain h2.ve b~en 

uac~ in V !ctnam, with or without s1..1ch a law. 'W1Ul.t the le.w 

dirt, l;clvt(!lfl!r, \Vaa to rernove the poo sibility of US reentry as 

an inhibiting i' rtuonce on the North Viet:natnci~c. 

~A.Aif..) .....;, .. 
As !or alq, it wao ~n FY 74 by about 30 1•cr~e"t o.nd II> 

FY 75 by,~·g 6l~i:• !its, thi in the f~ce of sharr·ty rising costs .. _ 

a quadrupling of oil p:rrees, for example. As a result, neither 

of the astJutnptions on which the Paris Ace.ords were baaecl 
·.)~-~ ,.· · ... 

proved valid. 

ln the;- !ace of the recent blatant and massive North 

Vietnamese a.ggresaion,. Mth the prospe<.;t of adequate !unde 

•• · :~ • .. .' .""t 

-
, 
'·"' ' 

' 

• 

., 



- 2 -

to withdraw to a dc·!en!.iive perirnel~:r which thny "thought co~.:.ld 

be hdd w·ith the~ \"tduca.•d t:nlpplieB av<t:ilable. Without ~Hlequnte 

p:rcp;).l'aticn., this diffieult and d<tng crou:i m.ilitary maneuver 

proved too rnuch !c.r the for,:c:s involved <tnci panic oneu~d. 

Although tho 11 or~:ha l.:Tl h::df of the country h;~.s 

J;ct;;~.in;) ~;oHt:.:·ol uf th~ vast n"ta.jo:dty o£ thf; population, tll.CiSt 

of the productive areas of the cc\mtry, and very aigniih1~ nt ,. 

a1·ntcd forcee. 

Whether South Vietnam survives depends on a numO.r of 

factors. the n1ost important of which art~ adequate U.S. ., 

tnilitary and eccnon1ic a~sistancc u.nd thn will of the South 

Vietna1nese to continue to defend tht:mt.~t:lves. Tha spirit, 

the n1orale, and the expectations of the Vietn.arneee are 

conth\gent to a great extent on thei.r perceptions of the 

support and constancy of U.S. assistance. 

I will be meeting with General 'Veyand upon hie return 

from Vietnam to hea.r his assessment of the situation the;re. 

I will :make final judgments after receiving his report. 
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BLAME .FOH MIDDLE EAST TALl<~ SUSPENSION 
--~-- ·---- __ ..__ ___ 

Q: How do you reconcile the s tatements you and Sccr<:tn.r:y 
Kiasingc1· lna dH about not ascribing blame in the fa. ilu.re 
of lhe 1\Hdcaa t p e ace tulkCJ with your He~! ir.te :r:view 
in ·which yo u called the It~raelis "inflf~xible." 

A~ Levyi11g blam(~ for the susptmsh:m u£ Secretary Kia singc1• 1s 

n egotiationn Q OC S not help U5 a,hi eV~ OUl' objective w- fu ·nbez 

progrcns n:n the 1•oad to a jus t a n d !<:.s t ing peace iu. the Irlic:dltl 

F;at; t. llathe.r than indulg e in r ecrin1in ~tions , 1e want t o 

cm'lcentrate on where we go !rom her~. 

However, it is my view that lsracl. which had the mot•t to 

gain from a p1•oces s of negotiation with th~ U. S. as the 

IT1cdiator. should have e.ho\1\m greater flexibility. It wao n':\y 

disa ppoiuttnent with the demonstrated lack of fl ·~:v..ibilit-y thD.t 

I -was e"-*Pre!-:sing in my interview. 
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Q: 

A: 

The Domino Th~!..Y_ 

Does the dotnino theory really have any validity in the 
intt"!rd<:pcndcnt wcrld of the J 970s? 

For tna.ny years the United States has enjoyed a 

poslr1on ot B'trength tn the worl<t. rne confidence th.at our 

a !lies h<."r.vc in us has global influ~nc:e for peace. When 

the conotnncy and credibility of ATnt>ricail con·uniJ:tn,_:mts 

io aha.l<:en in one natic.m th,~t relics on us, tha reporcuaaionis 

must necessarily shake the c.onfictence of other friendly 

..... 
nations similarly sih1ated. We have the strength and the 

capability to be a major force !or peace throughout the 

world. But ou:r leadership is d~p~nrlrmt on the re!!3pect 

judge us by l)Ur actions and not n"lcrcly by o\1r worda and 

gcatures, however well-intentioned they may eeem. 

-
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VIABILITY OF SOUTH V 1ETNAM 

0: Doesn't the collapse of South Vidnarn prove that it was not!liug 
but a fictitiOU.•J ~ntity propped Up '\)y massive lJ$ in~01Vf'::T•1Cl'.t.? 

Not at ail; in tr1c eighte(h\ mont.ha following the concllldt~D. 

or the Paris Accol'ds in JanU3TY 1973. SI)Uth Viet:ru'.m wna b 

every sense a "going concern." Its tt'oops ~'"-re £>.1el·t. co:::HU.eut. 

and aggreasive a.nd without notable e'Xccption fou.ght w:,lt. 'l'hs 

t•ccnmny waa !;tabilizing and there was eve1·y illdi-:;;;1tion of t;row'.i.ltS 

econcnnic vigor urd r.tre:ngth, Indeed, rny offl~r to t.:ruJ ~u\te 

US a.~wistancc after three more yearg of oubstantial help W'-1 

nase<t on our projections o! dynamic progt'ess. 

Unfo:rtunah'!ly, -reductions in US assistance began to e:1·o:'cJ 

thie sense of self-con£idence. In FY 74, military and economic 

face of sharply rising costs, including, for example a. qu.:ll.h.'upl.ina-

of oil prices, military asaintancc waff cut 66 percent and econom.ic 

aid 6Z percent. 

In the face of thefJe sharp declines in assistance, a deterioration 

of morale occurred. In addition, the bleak prospeets for futu.re 

aid triggeJ"ed a South V letnan1~ae decision to withdraw to an al'e& 

more easily defended w.th tOO 'l':dlced means available. As we aU 

eo tragically see • the V ietnan1e se were unable to execute eo 

complica.ted and difficult a rnanuP.ver and panic set ih. W8 are noW .. 
_..,:;".".l-· .. _'&:. 

in the process o! assessing where we go in thE! face o£ the now -· . -
.~ ... :;"F.::--.:. 

situation which now confronts us. 
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~PL~CrNQ ABANDONED EQUIPMEt!I 

Q: \Yhy should w~ support the South Viell'lat'l"tefH! by giving rho..'I'U 
n1.ore equipment when they have let a billion dollars wo::th 
fall into North Vietnamese hands? Arc.n 1t we.j"uat throwing 
good money after bad? How tnuc:h woulrt ;t h'k-e to holp ~~• 
South Vietnamese now that they hav\! lust so much? 

A: 1 do not v..n.nt to judge at this point: what South Vietnamese 

needs will be, or what our next steps should be. I want 

to await General Weyand'9 report and th(m to consult with 

1ny advi~ors before tnakinfl 1ny Ut-!ci.Finn,;. 

What we need to do is look at the requirern.cnta o£ the eit\Z.ation 

·which now faces ue cmd try to deternlinc where to go on that. 

baaia. I will let the American peoplt:t know aa soon as I bAvo 

made a final judgment. 
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Q: 

GENEVA CONFERENCE 

Since Egypt <1.ukcd the Co-Chairmen af the a~neva. Con!~rt~~tce ... 
the U.S. and USSR -- to rcconvenA th c conference, how does 
the Unitod States view a reconvening of this c+mfc.t'cnca? 

· .. :. ;.---

A: \'{c are prepared h"l take any ~:~teps to help promote a laatina 

peace in the Mi<ldl~ Eaat, including o! courae the reconvo~iag 

of the Geneva Conference. We will be consulting with the 

parties involvE:d nboul: next eteps. 
.· 

·.. . ;. :. . .. · ... •. ~ . ~--
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASI!INGTO]'; 

April 2, 1975 

Mr. President: 

Here are the questions I believe are most likely 
to be asked at your news conference at San Diego. 

They are based on the questions which have been 
asked at my briefings and at this week's news 
conferences by Secretary Schlesinger and 
Assistant Secretary Habib. 

I believe that almost all the questions at your 
news conference will deal with Cambodia and 
Vietnam. 

All three television networks plan to broadcast 
your news conference live. 

RON NESSEN 
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What is your assessment of South Vietnam's chances of holding 
out? 

How long do you think South Vietnam can hold out? 

Isn't it all over for South Vietnam? 

• 

., 
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Will you seek the approval of Congress to reintroduce American 
m.ilitary presence in Vietnam? 

Do you have any plans to use American airpower or other 
military force to try to save South Vietnam? 

• 

., 
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What impact do you think it has on the American public 
when you spend all day on the golf course while South Vietnam 
is overrun by the Comn1unists? 

• 

., 

... 



Vice President Rockefeller has said that it is too late for the 
U.S. to reverse the turn of events in South Vietnam. Was he 
reflecting your views when he said that. 

-
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The North Vietnamese have far exceeded anyones expectations. 
Why were we caught by surprise and are you reassessing our 
military intelligence as a result? 

-
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-------··-----------·-----------· ----

You told us at your last news conference that a non-Cotnrnunist 
governn1ent in Camboida was essential to the national interest 
of the United States. If that is true, what effect will its fall 
have on America's security? 

If the survival of a non- Communist Cambodia is essential 
to An1erica' s national interest, then why don 1t we send 
American military force in to save it? 

-
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South Vietnam and Carnbodia both appear to be on the brink of 
being captured by the Communists. Does this mean that 
the Administration policy of the last 20 years and the expenditure 
of American blood and money in that part of the world were 
wasted? 

-
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Considering what Congress has already said about aid 
to Vietnam, do you realistically think that any additional 
money will be forthcoming? 

You have requested $300 million from Congress for additional 
military aid to South Vietnam. In light of the situation there 
now, can that money do any good at all? Or, will you have 
to ask for a lot more money to re-equip the South Vietnamese 
forces? 

-
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Do you think the present situation in Vietnam shows Vietnamization 
to be a failure? 

-

• 
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Is Congress to blame for the debacle we are seeing in 
South Vietnam? 

-
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Why didn't the U.S. accelerate military shipments to South 
Vietnam when it became evident that the situation was 
beginning to worsen? 

-
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Does the U.S. blame poor South Vietnam leadership and poor 
military tactics for the rapid deterioration in South Vietnam? 

-
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Is there anything at all you can do about the situation in 
Vietnam? 

How do you feel about what's happening in Vietnam? 

Frustrated? 

Angry? 

Saddened? 

Resigned? 

-
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There have been graphic news reports of South Vietnamese 
soilders trampling women, children and old people to 
get on evacuation planes and ships. 

How can we call people like this our allies and why should 
we give any help to people who behave like this? 

Why have we spent so much money and so many lives 
helping the South Vietnam army when they have revealed 
their true colors by acting like animals, shooting and 
trampling civilians in an effort to get away? 

-
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QUESTION: 

Do you have any plans to try to help the millions of refugees 
in Vietnam? 

The President of World Airways and a number of people 
in this country are trying to bring plane loads of Vietnamese 
orphans to the U.S. but they say that they cannot get the 
necessary permission. 

Can't you do something about this? 

ANSWER: 

Arrangements are being made to admit about 1, 500 South 
Vietnamese orphans who are in the process of being adopted 
by Americans. They are being admitted under the Attorney General's 
power exercised by the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 
There are three different groups or orphans involved. The 
first group of orphans numbering possibly 90, is expected to 
arrive in San Francisco this week, if they are not already here. 

(from Ted Marrs) 
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The only thing the United States has done in the past 
four months to try to stop the war is a letter sent 
January 11 to the signatories of the Paris accord. · 

Why have our efforts been so minimal and what other 
diplomatic efforts has the United States made in this area 
or will make? 

-
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In your speech to Congress next week will you outline 
new American policy toward S. E. Asia, the Middle East, 
or other areas? 

American foreign policy seems to be collapsing all over the 
world: Indo- China, the Middle East, Portugal, Greece, 
Cyprus and Turkey and within NATO. Are you responsible 
for this collapse? 

Most of the foreign policy problems you have now result 
from the failure of policies Henry Kissinger developed. 
Now that all of his policies are failing, why have you asked 
him to stay as Secretary of State? 

-
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Doesn't the fact that you had to send General Weyand 
to South Vietnam for a personal assessment indicate either 
that our military intelligence was inadequate or that you 
were stalling for time? 

Has your Administration failed to accurately access the military 
strength and fighting ability of the South Vietnamese forces? 

Have you had any report from General Weyand? 

-
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Does President Thieu still enjoy your full support and do 
you think it would rally the South Vietnamese army if he 
were to step down? 

-
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There are more than 6000 Americans presently in Saigon. 
Will you use military force to insure their safety in the event 
of a North Vietnamese takeover or if the South Vietnamese 
try to prevent their evacuation? 

What would be the effect on South Vietnam morale in the 
event of an American evacuation from Saigon? 

What would you do if South Vietnam tried to stop an American 
evacuation or if anti-American riots broke out? 

-
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You have always claimed to be open and accessible, 
but when a reporter tried to ask you a question about 
Vietnam this week, you ran. 

Does that mean you are no longer willing to answer tough 
questions from reporters:? 

-
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I know you have said the law forbids you to use American 
military forces in Indo- China but I want to know .your 
personal opinion. 

If it were not for the law, would you use American military force 
to save Cambodia and Vietnam? 

-
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Do you have any plans to see Lon Nol? 

Does his retirement improve the chances for negotiated 
peace in Cambodia? 

-
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