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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1975

Mr. President:

Here are several questions and possible answers
sent by your economic advisers in Washington,

RON NESSEN
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The new llouse Budget Comalttee has appiroved a Congressional Ep@hdi’ic‘

plen ficr flscul yazw 76 totaling $36G6.7 billion. 'This is 817.3 H¥llion

voora than tha Progddent propogsed, and woul:d result In a Fedwexrsl dl-\fcii

of $73.7 billlien, $21.8 hillloa more than the President proposad in

Fekoumy end 3213.7 hillion ohovz the §60 kiilion at which ycu dreww tha

1oz wion voa clyned tha taw bill.

,-. Wnec'n your »onection to the Heuse Budget Committee's prxorosals? : )

GIIBACR: 7% ara geatificd that the Housw Pudget Comatlttan
has tek:n the initiariva, 22d atrthn wh not wedquired
by law uitil next yzay, has Cevaleop:d ity om
vecamendnt iong for Fedoral spawiiag in fiscal
vesr 78,

It has been the ndointstration's hoje that wit)

the ostahlishoicat of the Budget Comidittees i new ‘
aenas ¢f responsibility for total Federal gpendirg
would develop in Congress. A mijorT sign that this
Linpe has a chanece for fulfillmant I3 seen in thelr
allcprion of the President's proposal for a 5%
limitation on the increase in pay for Federal
exployees and a 7% limitation on th2 increases

£for aoms cth2r pragrams tied to the cost of S
1iving index. L

A1l the dangar sigepals point to tei:l spending

‘n 1976 that would, if not constrained, be much
grcater than the $366 billion recomwendad by tha-

MuLS2 Buuget. comnicree. A3 YOU KNQ«, 1 wha

Congraes wera to cucceed in enacting the leyig-

lation its committees now have under consid-=ration,

the Federal deficit would be in excess of $100 billien, _
with spending in the area of $380 to $400 billion. SR

As I stated whan I signed the taw bill, T will do
everything T can to keep the 19/0 deficit from
exceeding $60 billion. To do this, I will, If
necessary, veta bills that would incr»aqc spending,
except tor azthieving nationul esriyy goals and
certain hwmanitarian needs. In adnlttxon, I will




centinue to push for Congressional cupport for
the spending rediuctiong that I have proposed.

X urge the House Bulget Comnittee and the cortire
Congiens o reoxzxine the sltuation and join me

in vorking to hold tha deficit to not 1ore than
S0 dLilona
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y did you spocify $60 billion as the absolute limit for the
ticipatad Feceral budget deficit in FY 197672

roughout my public service'l have been against 1argeignvern-A
nt deficits. - : .

iy original budget recuests for FY 1976 did fazlude an
anticipated $52 billion deficit which realistically voged

up to the sharp loss of tax revenues caused by the '
vecession and increased outleys for unenployment cempensa-
ticn benefits and the creation of new jobs.  But 1 d¥se
called Tar reduced spending in existing progrvams (thirough
new legislaticn and rescissions and deferrals) totalliag
$17 billion to hold the defic it at $52 billion and a
movatovrium on new pirocrams until we can veovdar our patjonal
pricorities. : ,

at $60 5i1lion I am veaffirming those =
hudlgat. re 4 cuts In existing programs not &lready .-
wrerturned and a firm restriction on new spending other '

zhan for achieving national energy goals &nd ceectain: - -
wcwanitarian needs. S TN e
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The increase Tn the deficit reflects: (1) Congressioazl -
actien averturning sone of my budget reductions; (2} ~nent’
actfons to increase outlays for unemplaypernt comperns:*ion
benefits and the creation of new jobsy and (3) the .
congressional increase in the size of tax reductions .
heyond my Jdanuary request for an immediate tax cut to
itimulate the econoiy &s quicli'y as poss.ble. Thete
increases cannct go on, and I have specivied $60 bi11{an °
as a deficit ceiling for thre: fundamental reasons: |

I PR JESTUN

B

The massive deficits will create real problems Ffor the
financial markets, particularly as the mortgag2 and
business borrcwers increase their credit needs as tha
econgmy recovers. Tt is impossible to identify a
specific "fiash point" wher=s the financial marﬁeﬁs
would not be able to finance a deficit but it is
ahvinus to anyone familiar wivch nur Financial narlets, .
particuiarly tie "hisvoricaiiy nign ievels of long-verd |~
interest rates which have peruisted despite tha severs .
recession, that we arc already in the danger zane and even
larger deficits will add to the risks. a
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2. Increasing government spending and deficits now
would be 111 timed as the ceconviy begins to show
definite signs of recovery., Goveraowment gctions
have historically 1agged developments in the econony
causing exaggerated booms and dusts as dalayed
stimulus and restraint effects distort the econouy.

: We should avoid overreaction in coping with swings
’ in our economy. The possible FY 1976 spauding
figures 1 see coming out of the new Congressional
budget review process could eventually reiurn us
to an overheated econamy and accelerating inflation,

3, WYhile running a deficit in fourtcen of the last
fitteen years (ending with FY 1978) we have created
an unfortunate spending momentum that increcasingly
locks us into old programs and limits our ability o0

I to respond to new pational priorities. 1I7.we .
. ¢ontinue to “ncrease spending beyond the levels
specified in iy budg=2t requests we will lose, what
little flexibility is left. -
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J.S. Help to Refugeas

Vhat are we doing and what will we da far the refugs=as
in Vietnam?

At presont we are concentrating on asslsting the
evacuation of refugecs from ibrentened areze, Qnce this
process 1y completed, we will know better whet additional
help they will need. The refugeces will l;ave to be fed,
sheltered and reseitlod. When I have a4 clear idea of U, 8,
aid requirements for this humanitacian effort, I will consult
with the Congresas to ensure that the desperate plight ‘of
the hemeless people is ameliorated,

To coordinate this effort, I have appointed Mr. Dgniel

Parker, the Director of the Agency for International

Development, as the Special Coourdinator for Disaster Relisf,



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASIHINGTON

April 2, 1975

Mr. President:

Here are a set of questions and suggested answers
proposed by the National Security Council.

RON NESSEN



THE WHITE ROUSE

WASHIHGTON

April 2, 1915

MEMORANDUM FOR RON NESSEN
FROM: LOV THOMPSON L&

SURIECT: fummary of Secretary Schlesinger's April Z Press Conferenc

Before the Socrelary began hia prese conference, Joo laijtin said tha
four chips are off Nha Trang and wil) be moving and he will give the
precise location later’. |
Secretary Schlesinger gave an over-all assessment of the combat situation
as follows:

Continued deterioratlion in the highlands, Cans Ranh Bay still under
governmen! conlrol, some reduchion in combat aclivily around Ssigon and
‘fay Ninh, some increase in combat aclivily in the delta bul the delts
remains relatively stable. Two-tbirds of the counbry 15 under Comimunist
control and il is a silvation of histeric and tragic proporlions,

Schlasinger said he expects the Saigon defenses will be Lested within the
nexi four weeks or less. Said there is a possible defensive area around
Saigon and the delta which can he beld with the present forces, however,
shoudl Norxth Vietnan decide (o move its uncommilied divisions soulh, the
defense of Saigon will be severely {ested. Relatively litlle movement

. from Norih Vieclnam but some southward movemen] of NVN strategic
reserve positions.

Estiimated equipmient losses Lo be $2 bilbion.

Any onc-for-onc replacement of equipinent would he what we preceive Whic
present needs would be Lo stabitive Saigop and would be contingent on the
Presidenit's decisions after be receiver hia report from General Weyand.

Concerning re-introduction of Amerjcan forces, Schlesinger referred Lo
the President's March 6 statemcnt and said thal position slands. Said
he conld not rule out the President asking Congress (o use air power bul
considered the probalslily of such a request to be rclatively Jow,

S e T T R Ry L o, o o o TP,




The Depariment of Defense position on the use of U. 5. Marines ig to adbher
striclly lo the law of August 15, 1973 concerning the cul-off of ald combal
achvity in Southeas! Asia, That law ntates that parlicipation is not
permiltted and if U, 8, forces were placed in a sitvation where they could
be drawn into combal, we would be¢ in violation of the law.

The Secretary was asked about plans to evacuale Saigon and be said thal

the United Slates govermment has emergency evacuaation plans for all capitols
arcund the world and there js, of course, a plan to evacuale Saigon. He
further stated that {he forces of the United Slates are available for

emergency cvacuation if requested by the Ambassador through the Department
of Slate,

Schlesinger said he is not planning to go to Palm Springs this week and
said be is in daily contacl by phone with the President,

He was asked 3f U. S, inielligence wan faully conpcerning the events up

to this point, and Schlesinger replied that the basic intelligence problem
was ope in which the presence of the South YVieinamese forces and their
will to fight was underestunated, our inlelligence concerning Hanaoi's
intentions was relatively accurate in that while a major offensive was
pot planned un{il 1976, Hanoi said that if othor opportunities presented
themeelves, they wauld take advantage of them.

S T
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DPRODUCER. CONSUMER CONDERENCE

Lo—

Has the US accepted the French invitation to a couference of
oil producers aud conswuners ?

to attend a Preparatory Meeting beginning April 7 in Paris to

viganize & forrnal conferente of oil' produting and consuming

countries.

French Pregident Giscard d'Estaing and I agreed in Decemﬁﬁf,

at Marlinique, ard the US subisequently agreed with other cornsuining

countries in the International Encrgy Agency, that a formal Producer-

.

stageea:

major 0il consuming countries on covperation in the financial are:

Satisfactory progresas toward consumer cooperation in onargy
related financial matters, energy conservation, and ths dﬂwstbp—- -'
ment af alternative energy sources; |
A preparustory mecting to decide un the agenda, pa‘.:ticipa’dm:':_ ' "J

and cihiov procedural arrungements, for a formal conference;

The intzngive coordination of consumer country pasitiong on

isguca to be addreased in the formal corferance; and

A foriaanl conference between oil consuiners and producarg,

In Januiry and Febrvary, we reached agreomant with the olls:




and in conservation. At its meeting of March 20, the IEA
Governing Board agreed on a framework for consumer country
cooparation in the development of alternative encrgy sources,
Thus, we have now completed the first of the four sequential
stayes and ave rcady to move to the preparatery meeting,

The April 7 meetiag will be purely procedural in nature,
It will decide on the ageada and other procedural questions relating

to the formmrl-conforencr.--Jt-will not involve eny aubatantivs diccu i

of the world energy situation., [FYI. We expect that tha meeting
will last approximately one week, The US delegafion w'll hs h;a'a.c’,iad
at the opening of the meating by Charles W, Robirson, Under

Secratnry of State for Economic Affairs, ]







Further Background Information

Cengreseman Forlney Stark (D, ~-Calif, ) introduced House Rezolution 313
which hus been referred to the House Committee uvn Forcign Affairs,

Whe Gommittee has referred this Resolution to the appropriate subcoromiitten
{or hearizgs which have not yet been held, The resalution requests certaln
infoemation concerning Americans imprisoncd in Mexico. The State
Department is already supplying information to the ¢omyumittee in the hepa
that the inforration will obviste the need for the House tu pass thin maaiure,

.;#i—




1HOW THE RESULTS OF VIETNAM AFFECT XUROPE

Q. Villy Brandt, the former German Prime Minister, has said that
Europe will uot be affected by what happens in Vietnam, Doesa't
thia t.:xp.lode tht‘a x:}yth~ that pur getting out ot Vietnam would daraoge

~-0uepnastion inliyrope?

Al Percantions of this nature are inherently difficult t0 measure,

Mr, Brandt is a distinguishc¢d statesman whose views are
important. At the sarme tilme we have had indications from
leadery in a number of NATO countries which make cloay thai
recent developinents in Viemara have influenced thelr judgment
regarding Amervican reliability as an ally. The United Statcs
commitment to the security of our NATO allies has besn the
cornerstone of Afnerican foreigsn policy for more than 25 yeara,
The ceontihuing credibility of that coromitraent is haged upon
allied aspessments of the U.S. response whenever our polftical
will and integrity is challenged, Wheraver the fidelity of the |
United States is called into question, as is now the case in
Vietnam, Amezrican c¢onstancy us an ally is being measured, Tﬁe"
locus of that challenge cannot dismise the fact that it is a challenge,

and there can be no doubt that vur encmics as well ais our friends

follow our response very closely.
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T DEPARTURE OF LON NOL —

What part did we plzy in Lon Nol's departure from Phaom
Puenh?  Does it increase the chances for peace in Cambodia?

~

we naa nO PEXt 1N Lon fNol's decision to teave Camboda,

just as we had no part in the yovernent that brought him t(';
power theres Those werve Camnbodian decisions. We x':t;échxft;f.iz. .
i,on Nol while he wau in Phnon Penh and «we gtill suppoxt the
Cambodian Govermment and its vbjectives of a {ree, ir..d-::pz::;den;
and neutral Cambodia.

Whether l.on Nol's departure will help bring about

negotiaticns for a peaceful settlement is a matter for

Cambadians to decide. We will continue to urge thet hostilitisg

.

cease a8 soon as poassible and that the parties reach a .
settlement through peaceful negotiations in accordance with

the humanitarian considerations of a populace weary of war,



Q:

TROOP COLLAPSE IN VIETNAM

In your stutcinents, aand in statements by Administration
witnesses secking aid for Vietnam from the Congress, ilke
argument haa been that with arms and equipment the South
Vietnamese could defend themselves, And yet the expericence
of tha past two weeka yeflects Vietnaraase flecing the battleflsld
without even a fight leuving American equipracat behind, Isa’t
it clear that your ceaidence in the Vietnamese was misgatded?

We Lave ta put wimt has hiappencd into perepactive,

President Thicu found himaaelf faced with two vary Jifisuels
problems, On the one hand were the unmistakable signus of an
all-out offeneive by North Vietnamn in total and maasive vicladon
of the Paris Accords. On the other were the signs of shnrply
dirninishing US asgsistance, cmphasized by the reporta brought
back by Senate Chairinan Tran Van Lam of his experiencas
with the Congress wd by the votes of the Democratic caucuies
against aid to Viethana.

Faced with such formidable problems, President Thieu
decided he had no choice but to withdraw to lines more easily
defended with reduced assistance. Unfortunately, such a
maneuver is militarily both difficult and dangerous. In addition
Vietnamese troops normally have their families in close
proximity to them, The result was that the troops, mexpcr:ienceﬂ
in executing quickly sc complex a move, and faced with the

prospect of leaving their loved ones to the invaders, became

panicked.
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But it is important to rememnber that, prior to this moot
recent reversal, South Vietnamesc troops have fought
bravely and skillfully, GCiven an indication of U, S, nupport,t

there i8 no reacon to think they will not do s0 now,

4k
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GHANGE FOR SURVIVAJ, OF £0UTH VIETNAM

What is the situation now in Vietnam? Doeg the country bnve
any chance fur survival?

The stability of South Vietnain under tha Pavis Accorda
wab baused on the twin assumptlions of soran enforcoment
machinery and an adequate level of aszistance to Vietnam.

With respuect to enforcement machinery, it was destvoyed

snpaney
in the / of 1973, in legislation which probibited ddrant or indirasct
corabat wotivities by US forces in, over, or oif the coast of
Vietnam, Laosg or Cambodia, Tn fact, there wasg virtually no
/ .
pogsibility that US military furce would ever sgain heve hzen
used in Vietnam, with or without such a law. What the lew

did, hawever, was to remove the possibility of US reentry as

an inhibiting i fluence on the North Vietriameuse,

e/ A

Ag for aid, it was cut jn FY 74 by about 50 perceat aed in
FY 7% by,éua-ﬂa-i-i-d-a-, thij

in the face of sharply rising costs -
a quadrupling of oil prices, for example. Au a result, neither

of the asswinptions on which the Paris Aceords were based

gt

proved valid,
In the face of the recent blatant and maasive North

Vietnamese aggression, with the prospect of adequate funds
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aad supplies fading away, the Scuth Vietnamese forcas tr4sd
to withdrxaw to a defeasive perirmeter which they thought could
be held with the veduced supplies available, Without adequute
preparation, this difficult and dangerous military maneuvesr
proved too inuch for the forces involved and panic ensuad,

Although the northern half of the country hoe
been captured oo abandoned, the Saigon Gov‘crn.ment still
ret2ing conteol of the vast majority of the population, mest
of the productive areas of the country, and very signiflcant
armed forces.

Whether South Vietnam survives depends on a numbar o!
factors, the most important of which are adequate U. 8.
military and eccnomic assistance and the will of the South
Vietnamnese to continue to defend themselves. Tha spirit,
the morale, and the expectations of the Vietnamese are
contingent to a great extent on their perceptions of the
support and constancy of U.S. assistance.

I will be meeting with General Weyand upon hig return
from Vietnam to hear his assessment of the s'ituation thera,

1 will make final judgments after rcceiving his report.
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BLAME FOR MINDLE FAST TALKS SUSPENSION

~
'
. B

{ow do you reconcile the statements you and Socretayy
Kigsinger inade abuut not ascribing blame in the fHilure

of the Mideant peace talks with your Hearst intorview

in which you called the Inraclis "inflexible, ¥

Levying blame for the suspension of Seeretary Kissinger'a
negotintionn does not help us achieve our objective «- futsher
progeeus on the road to a juast aand 1o sting peace in the 14icdle

Fast. RNather than indulg @ in recviminations, vso waat to

cencentrate on where we go from here.

However, it is my view that Tarael, which had the most to
gain from a process of negotiation with the U.S. as the
mediator, should have shown greuter flexibility, It waa my
diszppointinent with the demonstrated lack of fl1~.-ihility thet

1 was expresging in my interview.

-



A:

The Domino Theory

Does the domino theory really have any validity in the
interdependent world of the 1970s?

For many years the United States hasg enjoyed a

posirion of strength in rhe world, The confidence that our:
allies have in us has glohbal inﬂuencé for peace. When

the constancy and credibility of American commitmants

is shaken in one nation that relics on us, tha repercussions
must necésaarily shake the caonfidence of other friendly
natinonsg Q{milarly situated. We have the strength an‘é tha
capability to be a major force for peace throughout the
world. But our leadership is dependent on the respact
ammd-wiediility-othrers place in it. Nations will inevitatly
judge us by our actions and not mecrcly by our words and

gestures, however well-intentioned they may seem.

#.
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VIABILITY OF SOUTII VIETNAM

Doecsan't the collapse of South Vietnam prove that it was nothiag
but a fictitious entity propped up Ly massive US involvenien?

Not at 31t. In fhic eighteen months following the corclusiva
of the Paris Accords in January 1973, South \;r*iétzmm wa3 i
every sensge a ''foing concern.' Its troops were alext, coxfldent
and aggressive and without notable exception fought wall. Tha
eccnony waa stabilizing and there was every indicntion of growing
economic vigor und etrength, Indeed, my offer to teralants .
US assistance after three more years of miimtantial help vres
nased on our projections of dynamic progress,

Unfnrtunate.ly,. teductions in US assistance began {0 ¢1ote
this sense of self-confidence. In FY 74, military and ;éM(xnxic
asgistance to Vietnam ‘was cut 30 percent In ¥V 78, in $be
face of sharply rising costs, including, for exarnple a quadrupling
of oil prices, military assiatance was cut 66 percent and economic..
aid 62 percent,

In the face of these sharp declincs In assistance, a deterioration
of morale occurred. In addition, the bleak prospects for future
aid triggered. a South Vietnamese dacision to withdraw to an area
more easily defended wih the rehced means available, As we all N
so tragically see, the Vietnamese were unable to execute so

complicated and difficult @ manuever and panic set in, We are now.

—— e
R

in the process of assessing where we go in the face of the paw

o

gituation which now confronts us.
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REPLACING ABANDONED EQUIPMENT

Why should we support the South Vietnamese by giving thom
more equipment when they have let a billion dollars wozth
fall into North Vietnamese hands? Arecn't we-just throwiag
goad money after bad? How tnuch would it take to holp the
South Vietnamesc now that they have lust 8o much?

I do not want to judge at this point what South Vietnamese
needs will be, or what our next steps should he. I want

to await General Weyand's report and then to conmault witly

my aidvisors before tnaking my deciriona.

What we need to ao is look at the requirements of the situation
which now faces us and try to determinc where to go on that.
basis., I will let the American people know as goon as I have

made a final judgment,

3=



GENEVA CONFERENCE

Q: Since Egypt asked the Co-Chairmen of the Guneva Conference =~
the U.S. and USSR -- to recoavene the conference, how dces
the United States view a reconvening of this conference?

Az We are prepared to take any steps to help promote a laatina.'
peace in the Middle Fast, including of course the reconvering

of the Gencva Conference, We will be consulting with the

parties involved about next steps.

4
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1975

Mr., President:

Here are the questions I believe are most likely
to be asked at your news conference at San Diego.

They are based on the questions which have been
asked at my briefings and at this week's news
conferences by Secretary Schlesinger and
Assistant Secretary Habib.

I believe that almost all the questions at your
news conference will deal with Cambodia and

Vietnam.

All three television networks plan to broadcast
your news conference live.

RON NESSEN



What is your as sessment of South Vietnam's chances of holding
out?

How long do you think South Vietnam can hold out?

Isn't it all over for South Vietnam?



Will you seek the approval of Congress to reintroduce American
military presence in Vietnam?

Do you have any plans to use American airpower or other
military force to try to save South Vietnam?



What impact do you think it has on the American public
when you spend all day on the golf course while South Vietnam
is overrun by the Communists?

S s S b, W



Vice President Rockefeller has said that it is too late for the
U.S. to reverse the turn of events in South Vietnam. Was he
reflecting your views when he said that,



The North Vietnamese have far exceeded anyones expectations.
Why were we caught by surprise and are you reassessing our
military intelligence as a result?



You told us at your last news conference that a non-Communist
government in Camboida was essential to the national interest
of the United States. If that is true, what effect will its fall
have on America's security?

If the survival of a non- Communist Cambodia is essential
to America's national interest, then why don't we send
American military force in to save it?



South Vietnam and Cambodia both appear to be on the brink of
being captured by the Communists. Does this mean that

the Administration policy of the last 20 years and the expenditure
of American blood and money in that part of the world were

wa sted?



Considering what Congress has already said about aid
to Vietnam, do you realistically think that any additional
money will be forthcoming?

You have requested $300 million from Congress for additional
military aid to South Vietnam. In light of the situation there
now, can that money do any good at all? Or, will you have
to ask for a lot more money to re-equip the South Vietnamese
forces?



Do you think the present situation in Vietnam shows Vietnamization
to be a failure?



Is Congress to blame for the debacle we are seeing in
South Vietnam? ’



Why didn't the U, S. accelerate military shipments to South
Vietnam when it became evident that the situation was
beginning to worsen?



Does the U.S. blame poor South Vietnam leadership and poor
military tactics for the rapid deterioration in South Vietnam?



Is there anything at all you can do about the situation in
Vietnam?

How do you feel about what's happening in Vietnam?
Frustrated?
Angry?
Saddened?

Resigned?



There have been graphic news reports of South Vietnamese
soilders trampling women, children and old people to
get on evacuation planes and ships.

How can we call people like this our allies and why should
we give any help to people who behave like this?

Why have we spent so much money and so many lives
helping the South Vietnam army when they have revealed
their true colors by acting like animals, shooting and
trampling civilians in an effort to get away?



QUESTION:

Do you have any plans to try to help the millions of refugees
in Vietnam?

The President of World Airways and a number of people

in this country are trying to bring plane loads of Vietnamese
orphans to the U.S. but they say that they cannot get the
necessary permission,

Can't you do something about this?

ANSWER:

Arrangements are being made to admit about 1, 500 South

Vietnamese orphans who are in the process of being adopted

by Americans. They are being admitted under the Attorney General's
power exercised by the Immigration and Naturalization Service.
There are three different groups or orphans involved. The

first group of orphans numbering possibly 90, is expected to

arrive in San Francisco this week, if they are not already here.

(from Ted Marrs)



The only thing the United States has done in the past
four months to try to stop the war is a letter sent
January 11 to the signatories of the Paris accord. -

Why have our efforts been so minimal and what other
diplomatic efforts has the United States made in this area
or will make?



In your speech to Congress next week will you outline
new American policy toward S, E, Asia, the Middle East,
or other areas? .

American foreign policy seems to be collapsing all over the
world: Indo-China, the Middle East, Portugal, Greece,
Cyprus and Turkey and within NATO. Are you responsible
for this collapse?

Most of the foreign policy problems you have now result
from the failure of policies Henry Kissinger developed.
Now that all of his policies are failing, why have you asked
him to stay as Secretary of State?



Doesn't the fact that you had to send General Weyand

to South Vietnam for a personal assessment indicate either
that our military intelligence was inadequate or that you
were stalling for time?

Has your Administration failed to accurately access the military
strength and fighting ability of the South Vietnamese forces?

Have you had any report from General Weyand?



Does President Thieu still enjoy your full support and do
you think it would rally the South Vietnamese army if he
were to step down? y



There are more than 6000 Americans presently in Saigon.
Will you use military force to insure their safety in the event
of a North Vietnamese takeover or if the South Vietnamese
try to prevent their evacuation?

What would be the effect on South Vietnam morale in the
event of an American evacuation from Saigon?

What would you do if South Vietnam tried to stop an American
evacuation or if anti-American riots broke out?



You have always claimed to be open and accessible,
but when a reporter tried to ask you a question about
Vietnam this week, you ran.

Does that mean you are no longer willing to answer tough
questions from reporters?



I know you have said the law forbids you to use American
military forces in Indo- China but I want to know your
personal opinion.

If it were not for the law, would you use American military force
to save Cambodia and Vietnam?



Do you have any plans to see Lon Nol?

Does his retirement improve the chances for negotiated
peace in Cambodia?





