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MAR 3 1975 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 26, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: DONALD RUMSFELD \ 

WILLIAM N. WALKE~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Presidential Scholars Program 

The attached memorandum has evoked the following responses: 

Concur with Option 1: Marsh 

Concur with Option 2: The Vice President, Baroody 

Concur with O:Etion 3: Buchen 

No Comment: OMB, Cannon, Goldwin 

Specific Comments: 

Counsellor Hartmann believes that this program has 
considerable political potential (young voters) and 
that it should be completely revitalized and revamped. 
Costs could perhaps be cut by using Cabinet or White 
House staff in the selection process and by relying 
more automatically on test scores as a basis for 
selection. 

Counsellor Marsh also mentioned the 18 year old vote, 
and is reluctant to knock off the program completely. 

Mr. Baroody concurred with Option 2 but suggested that 
only the family travel be eliminated. 

Digitized from Box C14 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DONALD RUMSFELD \ 

WILLIAM N. WALKE~ 

Presidential Scholars Program 

Started in 1964, this program was designed to recognize 
exceptional achievement by secondary students (Executive 
Order at Tab A). The selection process is based on the 
National Merit Scholarship finalists. Each year, the top 
high school graduates in the United States -- two per state 
and territory -- receive an award in Washington. The pro­
gram was begun with great fanfare (Tab B) and a lavish 
program on behalf of these young students and their families 
who were all brought to Washington at government expense. 
Since then the program has generated less interest and more 
cost. 

A member of my staff met with several officials of the Office 
of Education who urged that the $100,000 cost of the program 
could probably be put to better use especially in the light 
of their tight budget. The program costs break down to 
roughly $50,000 for the selection process and $50,000 to 
bring the students and their families to Washington. Also, 
the members of the Commission on Presidential Scholars (Tab 
C) were for the most part interested in resigning so that we 
would have to reconstitute the Commission. 

There appears to be little interest in this program. I suggest 
that we advise the Office of Education that we would like to 
cut back the program as much as possible. One suggestion is 
that we eliminate the trips to Washington for the scholars and 
their families and instead the Governor, or someone designated 
by you, could present this medal to that boy or girl from his 
or her respective state. This will cut the cost of the program 
in half, although it would still be necessary to replace most 
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members of the Commission. 

The options are thus: 

1. Continue the program as it is now constituted, arrange 
a program of events and restaff the Commission 

Agree Disagree 

2. Continue the program, eliminate the Washington awards 
and restaff the Commission. 

Agree Disagree 

3. Abolish the program. 

Agree Disagree 
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E.o. 11155 Title 3--Chapter n E.o. 11155 

Except as the authority vested in the President by section 5 of 
the Civil Service Retirement Act is specifically exercised in this 
Order, nothing contained in this Order shall be deemed to limit or 
restrict in any manner the exercise of such authority by the Civil 
Service Commission under authority delegated to the Commission 
by section 2(c) of Executive Order No. 10530 of May 10, 1954, as 
amended by Executive Order No. 10682 of October 22, 1956. 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
THE WHITE HousE, 

May 8, 1964. 

Executive Order 11155 
PROVIDING FOR THE RECOGNITION OF CERTAIN STUDENTS 

AS PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARS 

'WHEREAS it is necessary in the national interest that the Federal 
Government encourage hi~h attainment by students in secondary 
schools, both public and pnvate, throughout the Nation, and 

WHEREAS national recognition of scholastic attainments will 
tend to enhance the accomplishments of such students generally and 
their potential after graduation: 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President of the United States, it is ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. There is hereby established the Commission on Presi­
dential Scholars (hereinafter referred to as the Commission). The 
Commission shall be composed of such members as the President may 
appoint from time to time from among appropriately qualified citizens 
of the United States. The person chosen each year, with the cooper­
ation of the Commissioner of Education, Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, as National Teacher ·of the Year shall be 
one of the members of the Commission f9r a period terminating one 
year after the date of his or her selection as National Teacher of the 
Year or at such earlier time as a next-succeeding National Teacher of· 
the Year is chosen. The President shall designate one of the members 
as chairman of the Commission. Members of the Commission shall 
serve at the pleasure of the President and without compensation from 
the United States. . . 

SEc. 2. The Commission, in accordance with such standards and 
procedures as it may prescribe and on the basis of its independent 
Judgment, shall annually choose Presidential Scholars, subject to the 
following: 

(1) The Presidential Scholars shall be chosen from among persons 
who have recently been graduated, or are about to. be graduated, from 
secondary schools, public or private. ' 

(2) They shall· be chosen on the basis of their outstandinsz 
scholarship. 
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E.o. 11156 Title 3--Chapter n E.o. 11156 

l 

(3) One boy and one girl shall be chosen as Presidential Scholars 
.from each of the following, namely : 

( i) Each State of the United States. 
( ii) The District of Columbia. 
(iii) The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
( iv) The following, collectively : American Samoa, Canal Zone, 

Guam, Virgin Islands, Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and, if 
the Commission in its discretion shall so determine, other places over­
seas. In respect of the said other places overseas, only children whose 
parents are citizens of the United States shall be eligible to be chosen 
hereunder as Presidential Scholars. from those places. 

( 4) In addition to the 106 Presidential Scholars provided for in 
paragraph (3), above, the Commission may choose otherPresidential 
Scholars, not exc~eqing fifteen in number for any one year, to be chosen 
at large from the jurisdictions referred to in that paragraph. 

SEc. 3. There is hereby established the Presidential Scholars Me­
dallion which shall be of such design and material as the President 
shall approve and shall be presented to each Presidential Scholar 
chosen by the Commission under this order. 

SEc. 4. As necessary and subject to law, the Office of Education, 
Department of Health, Education, and 'Velfare, shall facilitate, or 
make arrangements for facilitating the carrying out of the purposes 
of this order. 

THE WHITE HousE, 
May~3,1964. 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

Executive Order 11156 
ESTABLISHING A MARITIME ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United 
States it is ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Oo'TTlllnittee established. (a) There is hereby established 
a Maritime Advisory Committee (hereinafter referred to as the Com­
mittee). The Committee shall be composed of: 

( 1) An equal number of re~resentatives of the public at large, 
labor, and management, respectively, who shall be designated by the 
President and shall serve at his pleasure. . 

(2) The Secretary of Commerce, who shall serve as chairman of 
the Committee. 

(3) TheSecretaryofLabor. 
(b) The Secretary of State, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secre­

tary of the Navy, the Administrator of the :Maritime Administration, 
and the Director of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service or 
their designee shall be present at all meetings of the Committee. 

SEc. 2. Functiom of the Committee. The Committee shall consider 
such matters of policy and administration of government programs 
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1965 

1966 
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r 

I 
!"t"3sident, First L.~dy, <md the:·.r d3.1J?.;hter ho.st Sc."'lolars : 

... at a reception in the F.:1st Rcor:t of the \-f.li te House. . 
Ocher invited gt~ests includ:~ j!"f:n ,·L!d H::)r.;:::n cf outstanri'rr-

. a.chievaJP-nt in the 2rts, public aff.:1.h--s, and ;!overn.r:r-:::nt :· · 

.. 

e.g • , G:-:e n(:.ol yn I3rod~:; , R0~ert Pen.'1 H c:..rr-en , J ~~n ff,~r.::; ey ;' . 
O~d:m 1!3-Sh, G::~rEe !3alc:mclnne, Helen Ha.ye::; ~ ~·lilliam d-= Xooning, --~' 
Alfn~d A. Knopf, Thurr:·.J.:'d !·::U:•shall, Ect.1ard D..1rre11· Ston~, · . 

• and lbebcl P"!'iz.=.! scicnL:.sts. i 

Pr-:1sident .~dcresses Schol.:-t:-s and personally a:-rards a' 
cc;:rr;eJTOI'c1.ti ve m::da.l to c.:~d1 Schol2r • 

Pc·2sident c:~nd Fil"St F<:V:'.:i.ly en:er:tain Sc""lola..-rs at a··1 ev=nin~ 
party on the Sout.h L::~-m of th~ 'i·n1ite Hm::e. Sidn.::=y ?0:. t:.er · 

t ~ . +h K' ,.. . . ac s as ma.ster or c2rer:on.1es; ... e -ln;-::ston n'~o sJ.ng::;; 
Jose· Ferr-2r r-eads from Shakespeare; Lecnard Ber-nste.L'1 perfor.rs 
at the piane.. · 

...... 

President a.."1d First !..ady host a reception for tt"'le Sc.'1clars 
in the tvhi te House . 

F·.::-esident acdr;"}SSes Scholor-.3 arid personally .::.i·idrds a can­
Jm:n::>rative r;;~2dal ·to e-:.::.~ Scholar. 

J~3 in 1965. __ ., 

· .. 

1967 ~~ in 1966. · . 
• '!'',../{' 

1968 

19G9 

13'70 

. . ~ .. 

l"r\=sident a..1d First L-:!dy host a :r. ... :=ce?tion c: .... -.d buff=t for 
Scho lam :Lt. the Hhi t.:; H~mc. Presid~nt add..""\:sses Sd1olars 
2.nd personally a:-:a1"':!s a co~orati ve rredal to each Sc.:hol_ar• · · 

Fr'23idcnt gr-e~ts S~'1olars at a State D:=Dart:ne.nt r..:>c:;Dtion 
h:=ld in th~i r h::;nor. ?:::--:=sica1t spe::.."-<s ;;i th i.::di vidU:'!1 
Sc.l-}olars ( s·~; T.:0 C) . 

Vice Presid,;;nt pr;sents c.;rr::-errorative ~t:;C:;:Us to Sc.l-}ola_rs · · 
in State D2partn:mt auditorium. 

President hr;s ts a :·Jhi te .i!otlSe rccY.:pt~.on fo~., SC:1olars. 

():,j:;:~morati ve I:·!~C.bls .-rr~ rn~sented to carll Sc.:'lolar by 
~·1. Allen ~·!all is , (hah!::an of the Co!;;T;lLssion en Presidential 
SeliC> lars • 

... 
. · . .._ ...... 

·' 
., 

·-;. .. · .. ·-· ' ··· ...... ~· . . . . .­... 
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1971 

1972 

1973 

.. 
Iiistory 

No direct Pr--.:::sid-::mtial involver:Ent 

rTo Presidenticl rec(:ption in the ~·Jhi te House. 

CorrJTr:!r!"Drati.ve medals ure LJres~nted to eac.'L SCl"lOlrn' by 
Elliot L. Richarcl5on, :3ecretdly of I;E~·l, in a czrerrony 
on th~ ~n-li te H')i.Wc V."')Urtds • 

1!-::> direct Prssidential in·;ol vG-:-:ent 

v n.-.- • .rl • 1 t. . . - r. • ITO 1:0 ;.·.L-:::S~'""entla.r.. rece;> ~on 1!1 t;1e ~·:nl te 1. use. 

Vice President addresses Sw~olars in a cJrer;ony on 
th·3 \-Jhi te House grDunc.!s • 

Cc!':1i':'erorati ve medals are pr-esented to eac."l Scholar by 
SycLtey P. !1a.rland, Jr., U.S. Comrnissioner of Education, 
?"'1d ~!. Al~en ~c:~llis , Ci1aiman of t.'l-}e eom;!.ission on 
Pres~dent2al ~c.~olars. 

~b direct Presidential involvement 

First Family involve~ent !tlith Julie. 

R~ccption at the ':•E1i te Ecn.:.se with discurssion session 
::;-:;t-:·:een Julie J:ixon Eis<..::il::'.·.rcr 2.:1d Fn::.::;id:::nti::tl Sc1ola....rs. 
S~cn:tary ~·!ei.nb<=:rs-~r a:d tssistan~ Secretsry for 
r.r_:,lcation, Sidney P. ;-:~·(·land along with :·b-3. ,John Gttina 
r~~;·'!.•Jsentin~ he!, hus~ar-.·:~. 

0~:-::::1-.~morati ve ir:<;d:lls ·,:el~,~ presented by Secretary Heir.bcrEer, 
k:, _;Is tant s~::cr,:~ tf:..:::y ;.~,l"'J .. :nd and Hrs. Ott ina ~n the 'llhite 
E ... ~.:-,;e outsid2 of the E2.s t Ro:Jm. 

S"!:;1te dir.ing :r:::x)j'n for refres:U;ents. 

P,=;r·l"o:::"'TP.ance ";:;y TJ. S. l-.:..r-:7] String F:""Ge:.ble. 

Official Photogra?hs tu..\:en. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 29, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
THE VlHITE HOUSE 

- .i.. 

The President today announced the selection of_the_l9_74 _Presid~_nt!~l Scholars, 
121 high school seniors chosen b~he Commission on Presidenti~...c.h.olars " 
for outstanding academic achiev·ement anQ leaaership potential. __.; 

The Commission is chaired by W. Allen Wallis, Chancellor of the University 
of Rochester. The other members of the Commission are: 

Dr. Winston Cole, Sr. 
Office of Academic Affairs 
University of Florida 
Gainesville, Florida 

Sister Mary Emil 
Professor 
St. Mary's Convent 

· Monroe, Michigan 

The Honorable Edward J. Gurney 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Dr. George W. Hohl 
Associate Professor of Education 
Iowa State University 
Ames, Jowa 

Dr. John A. Howard 
President 
Rockford College 
Rockford, illinois 

Dr. Malcolm C. Moos 
President 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Dr. Kenneth E. Mosier 
Regional Director 
Office of Emergency Preparedness 
Region IX 
San Francisco, California 

Miss Vivian Tom 
Teacher of the Year 
New York, New York 
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THE 'l-/HilE ~;OUSE 

March (J, 1975 

A D:VrTNJSTRA TTVEL T CONFJDENTIA L 

MF::MOH.l\ i\fDUM FOH: 

FHOM: 

SUBJECT: 

Your rncn10randurn io the Prcsidc•1t of February 2G on the aboYe 

subject has been re\icvvcd and the follo\\ing nota;ion was rnadc : 

- - I Li.l:c option ;~z. \Vhy not usc the \Vhilc 

House Interns or those 'Xho were in the Hustanc1-
Connor FeLlows . ]\ lso, I \Vould clirninatc 

parent travel. 

Please follo\v-up with the appropriate action. 

Thank you . 

cc : Don HurTJsfclcl 

.. ' 




