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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

RON NESSEN R_71 AV

Attached are the letters, editorials, and columns which have
resulted from your recent travels around the country to explain the
economic and energy programs.
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Highlights

Letters, editorials and columns from the Atlanta trip
Letters, editorials and columns from the Houston trip
Letters, editorials and columns from the Florida trip
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"I think everyone came away impressed with the President's forthrightness,
sincerity, and determination to do something about our energy and economics
crisis. It is quite refreshing to see an administrdtion so open and so anxious
to listen to the views of a cross section of Americans. ' 4

Letter to President from J. Carrol Dadisman
Executive Editor and Vice President
Columbus lL.edger-Enquirer

"I am convinced that your extraordinary efforts to communicate to the
news media in this kind of forum will be productive and fruitful, and I
would hope that your office would continue to use this vehicle in your
future endeavors."

Letter to the President from Edward V. Cheviot
Vice President and General Manager
KMOIL-TV, San Antonio

"I think the President's candor, his emphasis on the big issues, his
flexibility, and his essential modesty will go far toward restoring his
public support. ' -

"Incidentally, at no time did he behave like a man running for re-election.
On thke contrary, he seemed absorbed in issues far more important than
the next election--which might be the smartest re-election ctrategy he
could adopt. "

Column by EdwardH. Harte
Editor and Publisher
Corpus Christi Caller, 2/12/75

"I was impressed with President Ford's forthrigitness and low-keyed
excellence in presenting his ideas to the folks at the Houston breakfast
meeting. I told him there and then I was for him 1000%--and I meant it. "

Letter to Gerald Warren from
Pat Taggart, Publisher
Waco News-Tribune




"The Times commends President Ford for personally taking his energy
program to the people, hearing their suggestions and responding to their
criticisms. He, apparently, was pleased by the Houston reaction, describing
it as 'excellent and wholesome.'

-

"And we are in full agreement that the time for action is now."

Editorial, Shreveport Times, 2/12/75

"This information will be valuable background for editorial and news
purposes. '

Letter to Ron Nessen from Lee Anderson
- Editor
Chattanocoga News-Free-Press

"President Ford ate breakfast Tuesday with 60 of the South's top news
executives and offered what was later depicted as a confident, self-
assured presentation of his economic and energy proposals.

"Most of the newspaper, television and radio executives who attended the
90-minute session with Ford declined to discuss the meeting with waiting
reporters. But the handful who did were virtually unanimous in saying

they were impressed with the President, and, to varying degrees, supportive
of his proposals. "

Atlanta Journal news story, 2/4/75

The President's talk after the breakfast '""was a pitch for his program and
an explanation of why gas rationing wouldn't work and why we had to make
ourselves independent in energy. It was interesting.

"It was pleasant. He impressed the audience with his sincerity and
knowledge of these subjects, with the gravity of the current crisis and
the need to get behind Gerald R. Ford and help solve it.

""He came here for this last reason I supposeand he made progress. If
he came to reassure us that the presidency is in sound hands once more
and that the President regards himself as something less than imperial
and at the outside first among equals he also made progress and should
continue meeting his constituency in this fashion."

Column by Jack Spalding
Editor '
The Atlanta Journal, 2/6/75




"What emerged once again in the Atlanta meeting, however, is that
President Ford indeed has a specific package of economic and energy
proposals; the Democratic leaders in Congress do not. . . . The Congress
has a responsibility to act promptly on President Ford's proposals. It is
not a time for politics as usual, and most Americans understand that.
President Ford has offered leadership in a difficult time. His energy and
economic proposals will be debated fully, as they should be, but it is vital
that the Congress move either to adopt the President's package or come
forward with an equally comprehensive set of energy and economic
recommendations. "

Editorial, Atlanta Constitution, 2/5/75
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"The President impressed us as being sincere and firm about the energy
program he has sent to Congress. He admits he is willing to compromise
to some extent with Congress but'we will not fiddle while energy burnsa
We support that program and believe the majority of the American people
will support it. "

Editorial, Atlanta World, 2/6/75

"The truth remains, of course, that the President has something, a
recession-inflation-energy program that is cohesive and comprehensive,
if not totally acceptable in its present form. The disunited Democrats
scramble around with sundry ideas--including conservation, allocation,
gasoline rationing, gasoline price increases, continue regulation of
natural gas prices, repeal of percentage depletion, reduction of foreign
tax credits for oilmen, extension of price controls with allocation rules,
ad infinitum. . . . "

Editorial, Columbia Record, 2/24/75

"President Ford was every bit the salesman, the guy with a program he
believes in so strongly he apparently does not intend to yield to his opposition.

'""He talked as if he knew everyone in the room personally. It came freely.
There were no notes. He knew his figures, his dates and his subjects. . .

'""His breakfast with the news executives hit some high spots in the nation's
need to gain, through conservation and expanded domestic production of
gas, oil, and coal, independence in the energy field."

Column by Sam Wood, Editor
Austin American Statesman, 2/12/75
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"The President, who talked and fielded questions immediately after the
breakfast did a good sales job. . .

"You may not agree with the President's program (and I admit to serious
reservations as to its inflationary effect on the economy), but you must
admit to his argument that at least he HAS a program, while Congress has
dilly-dallied on the matter. He's willing to compromise, and, as he told
us in Houston, he is realist enough not to expect to get everything he asks."

Columns by Robert W. (Pete) Lee
Vice President and Editor
El Paso Herald Post, 2/13 and 2/14/75

"The Ford Administration has at least come up with an economic game
plan. . . which is more than Congress has done. We think the President's
plan should be given a chance to work, without being altered into an
unrecognizable form which will give the critics a chance to say 'l told

you so'." '

Editorial, WRCB-TV
Chattanooga, Tennessee, 2/10/75

"It has been a pleasure to have had the President here. He certainly
has left us with some better understanding of him and his programs.
And we trust that he has found something worthwhile here which he
cannot find in Washington--a better reading of the country."

Editorial, Houston Chronicle, 2/11/75
(Reprinted in part in The New Orleans Times-Picayune, 2/25/75)

"News executives attending the 'backgrounder' breakfast had kind words
about the President's frankness and informality. '

News story, Dallas Morning News, 2/12/75

"Part of the President's pitch to the public is his claim that Congress will
neither back his plan of action nor produce a plan of its own. On Tuesday
his claim sounded very convincing."

Editorial, The Dallas Morning News, 2/13/75



"The President impressed those with whom he conferred in Houston
with his earnestness.

"His was a somber attitude which left no doubt of his understanding

of the critical nature oi the problem and that it is one which must be
solved. He reinforced that impression with the fact of his compre-

hensive energy program when Congress has none. . .

"The President has laid down a challenge to Congress which it cannot
ignore. The American people should demand of its Congress that it
start prompt action on a bipartisan program with the President to solve
our critical energy emergency." '

Editorial, Dallas Times Herald, 2/13/75

"President Ford's visit to Houston can be scored as a skillful exercise

in public relations and political strategy to bring pressure on Congress

to act on the energy crisis--even if it does not adopt his own controver-
sial program. . .

"The most distinct impression this editor brought away from the Houston
activities was that he has made his pitch and now stands ready to com-
promise. "

Column, Ed N. Wishcamper, Editor
Abilene Reporter News, 2/12/75

"The momentum, then, is with President Ford. His visit here, as
elsewhere, has left an impression that this Chief Executive, blessedly,
is a straightforward and honest man who may not have all the answers
but is seeking them doggedly. Given a basis, a starting point, he can
and will compromise with the Congress onthe best course to pursue in
a time that is increasingly perilous. And short.’

Editorial, '""The Visitor Has His Itinéry—-Where Is Congress
Headed? ", The Miami Herald, 2/27/175




", . . President Ford talked at length over the breakfast with 36 heads
of regional newspapers, newspaper chains and broadcasting companies.
Many of the media heads later said they were impressed with his grasp
of the energy and economic problems and his eagerness to hear all
views. One can easily imagine these news executives going to lunch
back home and bragging to their colleagues, 'and when I told the President'. . ."

Column ""When Jerry Ford Seeks A Better Idea,
He Listens,' Paul Healy, New York Daily News,
2/28/75






















































































































































































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 5, 1975

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: RON NESSE

FROM:  JERRY

Your memorandum to the President of March 4 regarding letters,
editorials, and columns from recent trips has been reviewed and the
following notation was made:

-~ Helpful., Encouraging., Thanks,

cc: Don Rumsfeld





