
 
The original documents are located in Box C7, folder “Presidential Handwriting, 

12/5/1974” of the Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 5, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I have just received the final medical report from Dr. Gary 
Knipling, Dale City Animal Hospital, Dale City, Virginia, who 
has been caring for Liberty. He has received the consultation 
report from a radiologist in veterinary medicine who has con­
firmed his initial diagnosis regarding Liberty's condition. 
Liberty has a non-specific inflammation of the bone in her left 
front leg, known medically as panosteitis. This occurs in larger 
dogs and is associated with the rapid growth stage. It may 
persist intermittently over a period for the first 18 months. It 
is generally self-limited and does not result in any permanent 
disability. Dr. Knipling has injected Liberty with a cortisone 
drug today. He will follow her periodically and may prescribe 
simple medications such as Bufferin for any recurrence of pain. 

William M. Lukash, M. D • 
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