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Decenber 2, 1974

Dear Mr. Rittenger:

Thank you most sincerely for your thoughtful
letter of Rovember 1 regarding your Mother~in-
lawv vhose son, LaVerne Knowles, played on the
1930 South High School football tesm. I well
rememnber LaVerne.

When the 30-30 Club met at the White House on
Thanksgiving Day for our asnnual brunch, we did
have a moment of silent prayer for all of our
departed teammates. LaVerne was in our thoughts
at that time as were the other members of the
teae wvho have passed avay.

Thenk you for brimging this to our attention.

I have sent a similar letter to your Mother~in-
law, Mre. Blake, so that she may kanow of our
intentione.

Warmest personal regarvds,

Mr. Robert Rittenger
1734 - 32nd Street, §.E.
Grand Rapide, Michigan
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December 2, 1974

Dear Mrs. Blake:

Your son-in~law, Robert Rittenger, has written
me regarding your son, LaVerme, who played
guard next to me on the 1930 South High School
football team. I well remewber your son and
considered it a pleasure to play on the same
team with hinm.

I thought you would like to knov that when the
30-30 Club met at the White House on Thanks-
giving Day for our annual brunch, we hLad a
moment of silent prayer for all of eour departed
teamnates. LaVerne was in our thoughts at that
tine as were the other members of the team who
have passed away. Y thought you would like teo
know this.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Myrtie Blake
2712 Forest Grove, S.VW.
Wyoming, Michigan 49509
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President Gerald R. Ford,
The White Heuse,
Washingten D. C.
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Dear lr. President (Jerry): s LEOINTIALNT OFFICE
I Am writing this letter, with the hepe that it might reach —7
you, persenally. It cencerns my mether-in-law, whe has ne knewledge eof
} it, and has been your admirer and staunch supperter fer many years.,

Yeou prebably remember her sen, whe played guard right beside you en the
T30 team, Laverne Knewles, He, I understand is one ef Lhe few that the
T30 Team has lest by death, Frem what I understand frem Cliff Gettings,
Sherm Ceryell and Danny Rese, net much has ever heen said abeut these
"lest" members at any of the team "get-te-gathers" each year. 1y mebher-
in-law, lirs, Myrtie Blake, weuld be ever so thankful, if at this wonder-
ful meeting the '30 Club 1s zeing te have at the White Heuse ( and hew 1
envy them) 1T Jjust a merment ceuld be given Lo these fermer members ef the
team, in prayer, er what have ysue. aVerne lived eut West and was never
able te make any of the-meetings, and regretted it, se much, prier te his-
death., If this could be dene, his mether weuld cherish that memery the
rest of her life., She is new 85 'years 6f age.

Like ethers in Grand Rapids, we are preud ef yeu, Mr. Presi-
dent. I can't believe that the last time I had clese centact with yeu
was our Michigan Sperts Sages meeting at Beyne lt, twe summers age, when
yoeu jeined us for the first time as a member., We were so serry that yeu
could net Jjein us this past summer, but yeu did net ferget us and we all
enjeyed yeur message to us. Have seen you frem a distance, but never
cleser since then. Daughter largaret, insisted on standing in the rain
and was lucky te shake your hand, agagin, at the air-pert. She weuldn't
have mlssed the chance., She remembers the help you were te her in gett-
ing her husband te the goed eld U. S. A. in time for there wedding. But
then, you have always been helpful te your ferner censtituents in the 5th
District, in dvery way, and you will do a great jeb as our President. We
are all behind yeue.

Thank you, Mr. President, if yeu can find time te read this
letter in your busy days. I, naturally, value yeur past friendship, very
mauch, and hepe that by seme miracle, you might Jein yeur Sages greup at
Beyne lit. for anether ilichigan Sperts Sages meeting. Wishful thinking, I
knew, but sincere, Ged Bless you fer helping America.

Respectfully, your friend,

Just in case, lirs, Blakes address: & IM
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Mrs. lMyrtie Blake, q,)" M r‘u/

2712 Ferest Greve,S. W.,

Wyoming, Michigan. 49509 M )y





