The original documents are located in Box C3, folder “Presidential Handwriting,
9/23/1974” of the Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box C3 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 23, 1974

Max L, Friedersdorf
William E. Timmo

Jerry Joné

Please return to Elouise Frayer for
dispatch
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SMALL BUSINESS

September 19, 1974

The President
The White House
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr. President:

I promised myself I would be one of those Congressmen
who would not bother you; however, I thought that you and Betty
would like to see the enclosed Letter to the Editor of The
Washington Post -- which, to this date, has not been pubIished.

I hope you know that my neighbor, Charles Bartlett,
is a great personal admirer of yours, He might be a good person
to check with about a press secretary.

Please don't bother to answer this, A big smile will

do,
Respecgfuily yours,
I
//,/{(/
illiam Stanton
WS :sm

Enclosure



LETTER TO THE EDITOR: WASHINGTON POST Q L id-

A big, (but certainly not the last) hurrah for David Broder.
A clearer eye in American journalism does not exist. 1In lieu of the
high rise of the national temperature, his objectivity in defending
the pardon of Mr. Nixon borders on the courageous.

It is perhaps symptomatic of our last tragic decade that
we Americans now think with our blood rather than our brain.

We have become a nation of passion under continuous ignition.
Never mind that circumstances have contributed to our excitability.
Unless we reclaim some cool rhetoric we are threatened with decimation
by defamation. 1In the last five days, T have read and re-read the
arguments con and con the pardon for Richard Nixon (the pro being
nearly non-existent). While most of them are being waved under the
banner of '"Equal Justice,"” they are in reality trumpeting timing rather
than Due Process.

To debate the Pardon on the merits of the Pardon is to argue
the principle of Edqual Justice. To debate the Pardon on the bhasis of
when it is rendered is to espouse expediency.

Consider the argument of timing. The chief goal enunciated
for dragging Mr. Nixon through the legal process before we turn him
loose in San Clemente, is, not to send him to jail, but to find out
what he's done. Astonishing! Absolutely Astonishing!

For two years, on daily and nightly newscasts, in banner
stories, in raging columns, in Congressional oratory, in over 9,000
pages compiled by the House Judiciary Committee, not to mention the
excruciatingly intimate and infamous tapes, I for one, feel I have
read everything Mr. Nixon has done and said right down to the exple-
tive he tried to delete.

But as of September 9, the very same people who cried the
evidence for his demise was overwhelming, are arguing that not only
has the smoke disappeared, they now can't even lay hands on the pistol.

Nid 38 members of the Judiciary Committee unanimously vote
Articles of Impeachment for nothing? Did over 409 members of the full
House of Representatives approve that report without sufficient account
of wrongdoing? Was that just a rumor that over two-thirds of the
Senate stood ready to convict Richard Mixon of High Crimes and
Misdemeanors? Did we drive a man from office with no evidence? How
shocking! What a travesty of justice.
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From a self-serving point of view, the timing was indeed
wrong. My husband is a Republican Congressman seeking re-election,
bearing once again, the Watergate Albatross he thought had been
lifted from his shoulders.

From the perspective of the Oval Office, the timing was
indeed wrong. Gerald Ford knowingly calmed the wave of euphoria
swirling about him and actively ended, by his own hand, a honey-
moon with Congress and the nation. A man of undisputed integrity
courted infamy.

But for the ultimate tranquility of the country what better
timing? After a series of indictments and trial, Mr. Nixon may well
have produced a divisiveness in America far more vitriolic than
anything he achieved during the years of Waterpate. The Nixon haters
would have become more outraged with each new charge. The Nixon
loyalists ... watching a broken, perhaps 111, ex-president shamed
further ... would be crying martyr. The destruction of Richard Wixon
might then become the destruction of us all.

It is with heavy heart that one watches our cynical national
nature turn an act of compassion into a smoke-filled deal. It is Palm
Sunday marching to Good Friday all over again.

The cancer that grew on the Presidency is now growing on
our country. President Ford tried to excise 1t, but unfortunately,

we seem to enjoy the misery more than the cure.

Sincerely,

Mrs, J. William Stanton



Congress of the Wnited States
1House of Repregentatibes
Washington, B.L. 20515

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
October 1, 1974

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: NANCY HOWE

FROM: JERRY
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The attached was returned in the President's outbox with
the following comment:

-~ I brought back from Residence. I doubt
if it needs further handling.

cc: Don Rumsfeld





