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INTERVIEW OF THE PRESIDENT BY NICK CLOONEY
WKRC-TV, Cincinnati, Ohio, The Map Rom, June,l, 1976

MR. CLOONEY: Mr. President, it has been charged in
at least one political column that I read recently and else-
where that you deliberately brought busing into the primary

campaign as an issue and since Cincinnati, as other communities,

is go%ng to be a court test, we have great interest in that.
What is your response? ’

THE PRESIDENT: I have been against court ordered
forced busing to achieve racial balance since the mid-1950s,
so that is almost =20 years. I don't think court ordered
forced busing is the way to achieve quality education.

So, any allegation that this is a new thought on my part is
totally without foundation. Last November I asked the
Attorney General, as well as the Secretary of HEW, to come
forth with some new approaches or new programs that might
either alleviate the problems caused by court ordered forced
busing or any other solution that they might find beneficial.

Tt was something done way last year, plus my long-
standing record of being against court ordered forced busing,
that I think certainly knocks in the cocked hat these alle-
gations about my comments on busing being involved in the
primaries. It is not true.

MR. CLOONEY: But Mre. President, do you support
busing as a last measure in integration?

THE PRESIDENT: Under the Equal Fducational Oppor=-
tunities Act, which was passed in 197h, which I signed,
court ordered forced busing is the- last resort in order to
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protect constitutional rights, but there are six other approaches

that a court can take pefore it gets to busing. In addition,
the Attorney General has recommended to me some legislation
which would limit the remedy of a court when it  finds segre-
gation, to correcting those areas of a community where there
is segregation instead of giving the court the authority to
come in and take over a whole school system, as some Federal
district courts hdve done.

So, the combination of the proposal made to me

by the Attorney General and the legislation which was passed f'

in 1974 would severely limit and, 'in some cases, eliminate
court ordered forced businge.



INTERVIEW OF THE PRESIDENT BY ]?ON WASIZN;E(}”()
WHIO-TV, Dayton, Ohio, The Oval Office, June l,

MR, .'WAYNE: Boston, Louisville, even in my own
community of Dayton, Ohio ==

THE PRESIDENT: My hometown, Grand Rapids, Michigan,
too. - :

MR, WAYNE: - school busing is an issue, We know,
I think, fairly well where you stand on the school busing,
but you keep talking about alternatives, The American voter
is not sure what alternatives you are talking about, Are
you talking about legislation, constitutional amendment?
Can you clarify it?

THE PRESIDENT: First, let me re-emphasize my total
opposition to court ordered forced busing to achieve balance
in the school System. I think court ordered forced busing

the students., T believe that we can inaugurate what they
call cluster schools or neighborhood"schools in place of Cross-
town busing. There are a number of alternatives that were

It lists seven alternatives, six of ‘them ahead of
busing, and if the courts would follow those guidelines, I
think we could avoid most of the busing that would take place.
Now, in addition to that, the Attorney General has drafted
some legislation which would be an additional guideline to




What it provides is that if there is Segregation,
then the court should take cognizance of those instances
where there is Segregation, but it would limit the courts
remedy to just those areas rather than taking over a whole

school system;Cas,the courts did in the case of the Boston
case and several others,

So, between the present law and that” legislation
which I anm recommending, I think we can minimize to a Sub-

stantial degree busing and, at the same time, achieve betterf

educational opportunities,
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INTERVIEW OF THE PRESIDENT BY WIJW-TV, Cleveland, Ohio
. The Map Room, June 1, 1976

QUESTION: Mr. President, as you know, in the City of
Cleveland there is pending a decision by a Federal District
~Judge following a suit by the NAACP, the outgrowth of which when
this decision comes, perhaps this summer, might be forced ' |
busing to achieve racial integration in the public school system
in Cleveland.At this point what would be your advice to the :
City of Cleveland if this comes about?

THE PRESIDENT: My feeling is, number one, they have
to obey the law. Because whether they like it or not, in this
“country the President and everybody else must obey the laws as
decided by the Congress on the one hand or the courts on the
other.

Number two, if it is a decision to have busing,
I think that leadership in the community must make a maximum
effort to try and do it in an orderly fashion. Now, I happen to
.Qe against court ordered forced busing to achieve racial balance
ecause I think there is a better way to achieve quality
education. But, at the same time, T fully believe in protecting
the Constitutional rights of people, that there should not be
segregation in our school system. That is unconstitutional
according to the decisions of the Supreme Court. But I think
there is a way in which the courts can get quality education by
using a remedy that does not just take over a whole school
system but takes the position that where there is segregation
- they ought to correct that but not destroy the whole school
system.
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QUESTION: As you indicate, Mr. President, for approximately |

the last 25 years segregation has been unconstitutional in this |

country. What remedies are there to get around busing,if any at i
ali?

THE PRESIDENT: I think there are several remedies. !
I strongly am opposed to segregation. It is unconstitutional ‘
but I think other remedies can be utilized to improve education
to achieve what we call quality education. We have what we call
the Educational Equal Opportunities Act which lists six things
prior to busing that the courts can utilize, neighborhood
schools and other constructive devices, and in addition the Federal
courts don't have to take over a whole school system in order
to eliminate segregation in a part of the school system so
either by using more judicious action by the courts on the
one hand or the courts following the guidelines on the other,
you can get the Constitutional rights protected and at the
same time improve the opportunity for quality education.

- QUESTION: Yet in a city like Cleveland there is a

. situation, the east side of Cuyahoga River is basically predominantly |
black and the west side is very predominantly white. What do you

do in a situation like that?

J ! }
THE PRESIDENT: This is where I think the school ;
officials have to sit down with the court and with the leadership i
in the communities to try and work out the necessary remedies

so you get a minimal amount of busing. This can be done.

It has been done in a number of communities and if it is done
properly what it achieves is the court orders being upheld without
violence and at the same time you are able to get what you want
really as quality education without violation of anybody's i
Constitutional rights. It can be done.

T could cite several communities where, with the
proper leadership, sitting down with the court, with the
Board of Education and handling it, we have avoided the violence
that has taken place in several other places.



INTERVIEW OF THE PRESIDENT BY NEW JERSEY NEWS
MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES, East Room, June 2, 1976

QUESTION: Mr. President, you said you are concerned
about the.busing legisIation that is being drafted. What is
the theory behind this legislation?

THE PRESIDENT: The leglslatlon seeks to achieve
a clarification of the various decisions that have been made
by the Supreme -Court on the extent of the remedy that local
.courts can utilize when they find a violation of constitutional
rights. There have been some cases where the local district
court has found a violation of a constitutional right, segre-
gation. The court has then gone in and taken over the whole
school district rather than trying to remedy the limited
area where there was segregation within a school district.

Now, the proposed 1eglslatlon seeks to llmlt the
authorlty of the local district courts to remedy the precise
problem and not to become a school board in every case.

QUESTION: Mr. President, won't that still be
segregation in some school districts where bu31ng is taken
away from them?

THE PRESIDENT: Not according to the information ;
that has been given to me by the Department of Justice. :
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