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TALKING POINTS

1.

Robbie, I am very pleased to welcome you and your
parents and your brother here today, and Mr. Green
and of course Miss Sills.

The March of Dimes is a fine organization and has
done fine work, especially combatting brith defects.

I had the pleasure earlier this year of contributing
remarks to a documentary on infant and maternal mal-
nutrition that is now owned by the March of Dimes.

I hope you are making good use of this film and
distributing it widely. The message that it conveys
is so important.

Miss Sills, I am pleased that you can take time from
your busy schedule of opera... and T.V. specials ...

to give your time to the March of Dimes, and also to

the Planning Council of the White House Conference on
Handicapped Individuals. I know you are very interested
in that work.

Mr. Green, I am happy to present this message to you
recognizing January 1977 as the March of Dimes Birth
Defects Prevention Month.
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Birth defects kill about 60 thousand Americans
of all ages each year. One of every fourteen
infants born alive in the United States will
show evidence of a birth defect by the time of
his or her first birthday. One in every three
hundred will die of a birth defect before even
reaching that first birthday. A2And for each
afflicted child who dies in infancy, there will
be several others who have to face long years
of disability or the likelihood of an early
death. We cannot even begin to estimate the
cost to society of birth defects.

The ongoing tragedy of birth defects has called
forth truly heroic efforts from concerned parents
and professionals and, in many cases, from the
handicapped individuals themselves. As a result,
a number of defects which once were considered
incurable can now be corrected and their harmful
effects reduced. New modes of therapy are
constantly being devised to help handicapped
persons lead fulfilling and productive lives.

But our greatest hope for the future lies in the
area of prevention. If we can prevent birth de-
fects, we can eliminate a major source of death
and suffering, and come closer to our national
~goal of equal opportunity for all Americans.
This effort is happily going forward on many
fronts. Scientists are attempting to gain a
better understanding of the causes of birth
defects, and are using this information to de-
vise methods of prevention which can be applied
before birth, or even before conception. Both
voluntary and governmental agencies are involved
in improving prenatal care for pregnant women.
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In addition, the Federal Government has begun a
major new initiative to reduce the incidence of
low birthweight. About one in every thirteen
infants is born too soon, or too small, to cope
with the demands of life outside the womb. Along
with birth defects, low birthweight represents

a serious threat to the newborn child.

We can eliminate all of these threats to our
children. But in order to do so we must have

a national commitment to the prevention of birth
defects and other causes of infant mortality.
The traditional observance of March of Dimes
Birth Defects Prevention Month is a positive
step in this direction.

Let us all heed its message and ensure that a

healthy start in life is truly the birthright
of every child.
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