The original documents are located in Box 56, folder “1976/02/23 - Governor James
Longley” of the James M. Cannon Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 56 of the James M. Cannon Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



The law is clear and as a legal matter, the Attorney
General of Maine agreed with the Department of Labor
and Justice Department s interpretation of the law.
Furthermore, the law is written to assure partici-
pation by the Counties if they meet the necessary
requirements as they do in this case.

The second subject is the awarding of a contract
for the manufacture of a machine gun for the Army.
Maremont Corporation of Saco, Maine, manufactures
the M-60 E2 which has just been tested side-by-side
against the Belgian MAG-50 weapon.

The Governor will argue that this is a case of jobs
and National security, and he has related these views
to the Secretary of Defense.

Concurrently the Army has compiled information on
other factors important to the choice of options,
soldier preference and program cost.

The technical and operational costs of the test and
evaluation as well as consideration of production,
logistical support and comparative costs have been
compiled and are being analysed at this time. The
results will be presented shortly to the Secretary
of Defense for use in reaching a final decision.
The target date for selection is within the next
few weeks.

It has been the Army's intention throughout the
evaluation of both weapons to select the best weapon
considering cost and what is best for the American
soldier.

The Army considers maintenance of a domestic supplier
for the Armor Machine Gun to be of hlgh importance.
Therefore, regardless of which gun is selected, efforts
will be made to establish a production base in the
Continental United States. This would be done under
license in the event the Belgian gun were selected.

There is no truth to press reports that a commitment
may have been made by the Former Secretary of Defense
to purchase the Belgian gun as an offset for the
Belgian's purchase of F-16 aircraft.



III.

Participants

Governor James Longley (I-Maine)
Jim Cannon
Steve McConahey/Pat Delaney

Press Plan

To be announced.

TALKING POINTS

CETA

1.

Jim, after you raised this issue with me, I was
concerned that the matter receive a careful and
full review.

As you know, the Department of Labor's position
was referred to the Department of Justice. Justice
concurred in Labor's interpretation of the law.

Legal opinions seem to be clear, therefore, any
action to change the legal basis of county partici-
pation would have to be brought about by legislation.

Maremont Corporation

1.

2.

The tests are under way on these two guns and they
are being tested side-by-side.

I understand your concern for the citizens of Maine
and the employees of Maremont, and I assure you the
Secretary of Defense is aware of them.

Also, the Secretary of Defense is aware of production
and logistical support questions raised by you.

It has been the Army's ~intention throughout the
evaluation of both weapons to select the best weapon

considering cost and what is best for the American
soldier.

I think the Secretary's decision will probably take
place within the next few weeks, and I am sure he
will keep you advised.





