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THE WHITE HOUSE

"'WASHINGTON

April 11, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM CANNON
FROM: NORM ROSS
SUBJECT: George Rogers Clark

Park-Indiana

The attached letter deals with a matter
President's attention by Governor Bowen
President's recent trip to South Bend.

believes that this action by the entire

brought to the
during the
Secretary Morton
advisory council

will satisfy the Governor as well as the Congressional

delegation.
Attachment

cc: Mike Duval
Jim Falk



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

April 9, 1975

Dr., Clement M. Silvestro

Chairman, Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation

1522 K Street, N. W,., Suite 430

Washlngton, D. C. 20005

Dea.r Dr. Sllvestro°

‘Theé Naﬁonal Park Service appropriations act for fiscal year 1975 -
provided funds for the erection of a visitor center at the George
Rogers Clark National Historical Park in Vincennes, Indiana,
This park is listed in the National Register of Historic Places
and is therefore subject to Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, Pursuant to the procedures of the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation as set forth in

36 C.F.R., Part 800, both the National Park Service and the
Council staff assessed the effect of this undertaking on the park
They concluded that, if located as shown in the 1967 master plan,
the visitor center would have an adverse effect within the meamng
of the Council’s criteria for effect. S -

Because the National Park Service could find no alternative that
would remove or mitigate the adversity and still permit the project
. to be :completed in time for the Bicentennial year of 1976, the
Director of the Service decided to seek reprogramming of the
appropriation to needed rehabilitation work on the Clark Memorial
- Temple, the central feature of the park, The question of the v131tor
center was to be left to a new master plan study.

The finding of adversity and the decision to request reprogramming
have raised serious opposition in Indiana and in the Congress. In
.order that the issues involved be given the fullest and most careful
consideration, and that all interested parties be afforded an
opportunity to state their views, I am asking that this case be
placed before the full Advisory Council for its comment. I hope
the Council will evaluate the finding of adversity reached by the

CONSERVE

Save Energy and You Serve America!

.
N



"adequate, alternative locations should be assessed,

2

Council staff and the National Park Service. If the C-ouncil.disa.grees
with that finding, the Park Service would be prepared to proceed with
construction of the visitor center as originally conceived, If the

‘Council agrees with the finding of adversity, on the other hand, I

would appreciate comment on possible mitigating measures that
would permit construction at the planned location, If none appears

.

A final decision is a matter of urgency., I am therefore requesting-
waiver of the onsite inspection involving Federal, State, and local
units of government provided for in Section 800, 5(b) of the Council?s
procedures and the public information meeting provided for in
Section 800. 5(c). Finally, I shall appreciate your calling a special
meeting of the Council to take up this matter as provided in

Section 800, 6(c). Itis my understanding that such a meeting

" could be scheduled to coincide with the next regular meeting of

the Council on May-7-8, 1975,

o~

Thank you for your cooperation, L

Sincerely yours,

%

etary - of the Interior







































