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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEETING WITH BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF AMERICAN ENTERPRISE INSTITUTE

Wednesday, May 7, 1975
5:30 p.m. (30 minutes)

The Cabinet Room @
From: William J, Baroody, Jr,
I, PURPOSE

To discuss public policy issues generally and to compliment
Board on AEI contributions through its policy research efforts,

II.  BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS PLAN

A. Background: Your knowledge of and relationship to AEI
goes back many years, Bill Baroody, Sr., is its president;
Mel Laird is Chairman of AEI's National Energy Project; Bryce
Harlow is Chairman of its bipartisan Program Priorities Committee;
Paul McCracken is Chairman of its Advisory Board and Coordinator
of its academic affairs; and, though non-endowed as yet, its '
impact and influence throughout academia, government, and the press

are increasingly being acknowledged. (A recent New York Times
story is attached.)

B. Participants: Officers and trustees, Chairmen of Advisory
Board, National Energy Project, Program Priorities Committee,
and Senior AEI staff members. (Lists attached)

C. Press Plan: David Hume Kennerly photo only,

111, TALKING POINTS

l. I am particularly pleased to welcome you because my
association with AEI dates back to the early days. I can recall the
breakfast meetings when AEI would bring in a Murray Weidenbaum,
a Milton Friedman, a Paul McCracken, and other academic experts




to discuss particular policy problems~wand it was refreshing
to know that we weren't being lobbied. The intent was to helpw=
and it was indeed helpful.

2. I like and have always liked the basic concept of the
American Enterprise Institute~~the effective competition of ideas.
Without it, as Paul McCracken and Bill Baroody keep insisting,
we cannot maintain a free society., And, in these days, there is
nothing more important facing us than to do just thate-keep a
free society here in the United States., Unless we do, freedom
cannot exist on this planet, That's what's at stake.

3. Ifind the work AEI is doing across the entire spectrum
of issues=~international and domestic-~of vital importance if we
are to have effective competition in the idea arena of policy making
in this country, The strides you have made in identifving and
mobilizing scholars who have the courage to think innovatively in
addressing the problems of today's and tomorrow's society are
impressive, We must find ways of intensifying, expanding and
accelerating the work of AEI~ebecause the nonedoctrinaire, none
ideological approach to problem solving is the only sure way to
achieve the better America we all seek,

4. I applaud the way you have been handling the National
Energy Project and, believe me, its studies like Ed Mitchell's
and Paul MacAvoy's for example, have been badly needed to get
some sanity into national thinking on our energy problema=~and
your related studies on the Middle East problem itself such as
Bob Pranger's work are extremely important if we are to achieve
a just peace in that area and assure the protection of our national
interest,

5. I am personally excited about your plans to form an AE!
Center on the Study of Government Regulation, which will provide a
concerted and sustained longerw-range effort to cope with this vital
problem., You know where I stand on the need to unshackle the
productive energies of the private sector and I sincerely hope that
you can establish and adequately fund this proposed AEI Center.

6. Finally, let me come back to the basic AEI concept of
effective competition of ideas. Whether you are aware of it or not.
we have endorsed that idea in this Administration through the program
of the Public Liaison Office which a younger Bill Baroody heads up.
That program in which I am sure several of you have directly particia
pated tries to insure that we have the direct benefit of varying points
of view on the many, many issues that confront us today.
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