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. . PRES I DENP S REJ\~ARKS AT THE 

I\1EEf I NG OF THE 

COl\~MITTEE ON URBAN DEVELOPNtENT 

AND NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION . . 

JUNE 29 ~ 1976 

~ . 



TODAY VVE ARE HOLDING THE FIRST N1EETING OF A 

NEWLY ESTABLISHED PRESIDE~JJIS COPt~iv11TTEE ON URBAN DEVELOPN1ENT 

AND NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION~ 

I ANl GREATLY CONCERNED ABQJ T THE NATION\till DE PROBLEfv1 

OF URBAN DECAY AND NEIGHBORHOOD DECLINE~ 

.. 
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THEREFORE, I HAVE EST ABU SHED TH l S COMMITTEE, UNDER THE 

LEADERSHIP Of SECRETARY CARLA HILLS, TO DEVELOP POLl C IES 

TO OVERCOiV1E THOSE FORCES WHICH ARE THREATEN !NG THE VIABILITY 

OF OUR CITIES AND THE NEIGHBORHOODS WHICH DO SO NlUCH TO 

GIVE OUR CITIES THEIR VITALITY AND STABILITY~ 

l . 
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OUR SOCIETY IS ONE OF CONSTANT CHANGE AND N'10VEfvtEf\lTo 

THIS FACT HAS BOTH ITS POS lT IVE AND NEGATIVE EFFECT So . 

. -

TH~ AREAS N\OST LIKELY TO SUFFER FRON1 TECHNOLOGICAL.? DEMOGRAPHIC 

AND SOCIAL CHANGE' ARE OUR 0 LDER CIT I ES0 
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IN RECENT YEARS~ RAPID CHANGES IN COMN1UNlCATlONS.7 

Iv1ANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY_, TRANSPORTATION_, AND SOCIAL 

EXPECTATIONS HAVE COMBINED TO CAUSE M.IGRATION FROM OLDER · 

CITIES TO THE SUBURBS AND TO EXPAND lNG AREAS IN THE SOUTH 

AND WESTo 

' ' 



·. 

THESE DEVELOP1V1ENTS HAVE PRODUCED SEVERE STRAINS 

ON OLDER CITIES_, FORC lNG CITY GOVERNMENTS TO COPE WITH 

THE POTENTIALLY DEVASTATING PRESSURES OF A STAGNANT OR -

DECLINING ECONOMIC BASE COUPLED WITH A GRO\iVJNG NEED FOR 

SERVICES WHICH ARE BECOMING l\~ORE AND N10RE EXPENSIVEo 
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ONE OF AMER ICA1 S OLDEST_, PROUDEST_, AND STRONGEST 

TRADlTIONS -- THE URBAN NEIGHBORHOOD-- IS BEING SEVERELY 

- . 

THREATEN ED BY THESE FORCES~ IN NlANY WAYS~ THE CITY - ~ 

ITS NEIGHBORHOODS~ THE C lTV DRAWS ITS STRENGTH FRONl THE 

STABILITY AND COHESION THAT FAMILIES HAVE ESTABLISHED AND 

NURTURED IN THEIR NEIGHBORHOODSe 

I! 



- - l - ------ -

·. --

IT IS NO ACCIDENT THAT AS OUR OLDER CITIES DECLINE~ SO ALSO 

DO THE NEIGHBORHOODS IN THOSE CITIES~ 

FIND lNG SOLUTIONS TO THESE PROBLENlS IS NOT A SIMPLE 

MATIER~ THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAS NOT ALWAYS SUCCEEDED 

IN ITS 'NELL-INTENTIONED EFFORTS TO AID THE CITIES& 

ONE MAJOR PROBLEM IS THE COJV1PLEX AND OVER LAPP lNG FEDERAL 

RULES WHICH OFTEN ACCOMPANY FEDERAL PROGRAMS~ 
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IT IS f/I.Y PHILOSOPHY THAT DECISION-fv1AKING 

RESPONSIBILITY SHOULD REMAIN AS CLOSE TO THE PEOPLE AS POSSIBLEo 

LOCALLY ELECTED OFFICIALS ARE MOST ACCOUNTABLE TO LOCAL 

CITIZENS AND CAN BEST REFLECT THEIR CONCERNS(;) . 

. • 

\ 
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THEREFORE_, I HAVE STRONGLY ADVOCATED GENERAL REVENUE SHARING 

·AND HAVE PROPOSED A SERIES OF OTHER GRANT CONSOLIDATION 

PROPOSALS INTENDED TO MIN IJ\~IZE THE STRINGS ON FEDERAL AID 

•. 

. AND TO MAXIMIZE LOCAL CONTROL OVER H0\1\/ THE FUNDS ARE SPENTo 
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INTEND TO PURSUE THIS COURSE VIGOROUSLY~ 

BUT IT CLEARLY IS NOT ENOUGH -- BY ITSELF -- TO SOLVE OUR 

URBAN PROBLEN\S~ THEREFORE_, I AM CHARGING THIS 

CON\MITTEE \VITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF CARRYING OUT A 

COiVlPREHENS IVE REV JEW OF URBAN PROBLEMS AND OF' THO.SE FEDERAL 

. PROGRA~!tS \IVHICH HAVE A SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE CITIESE) 
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IT IS CHARGED VIJITH f\~AKiNG RECON\MENDATI ONS FOR VVHAT SHOULD 

BE DONE., AND, IN PARTICULAR, VvHAT THE FEDERAL ROLE SHOULD 

BE., TO COUNTER THE FORCES LEADING TO URBAN DECLINEo 

OBVIOUSLY, THIS IS A VERY BIG ASSIGNMENT0 

BUT I HAVE GREAT CONFIDENCE IN THE ABILITY-OF SECRETARY HILLS 
.1 

THE OTHER CABINET MEMBERS, AND THE AGENCY HEADS WHO WILL 

SHARE IN THIS ENDEAVOR3 



I '-

l KNO\!V YOU \tV ILL DO A GOOD JOB:,) I WILL SUPPORT YOU IN 

ANY VJ AY I CA~l~ AND I LOOK FORWARD TO THE SUCCESSFUL 

COt~~PLEf ION OF YOUR EFFORTS~ 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH~ 

END OF TEXT 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE .. 
WASHINGTON 

June 29, 1976 

BILL BAROODY 

DICK CHENEY 

AIM CANNON 

MYRON KUROPAS 
LYNN MAY 
RON NESSEN 

DAVE GERGEN 

Neighborhood Revitalization 

Whatever the outcome of the President's meeting at 2 p.m. 
I thought there was a general staff consensus this morning that 
he should not give a mandate for a sweeping review of all Federal 
policies affecting urban areas. Instead, the feeling seemed to be -­
and it is one that I share -- that if he moves forward publicly 
today, his remarks should focus solely on neighborhood revitalization. 

At the request of Lynn May and Myron Kuropas, I hav~ hurriedly 
prepared a draft of remarks that he could use for that purpose. Please 
see attached. 



(D. G.) June 29, 1976 

~ 

REMARKS FOR NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION COMMITTTEE: 

Some eight weeks ago, I had the pleasure of meeting in 

the Rose Garden with representatives of many ethnic organiza-

tions that have been holding periodic gatherings here at 

the White House. 

In my remarks that day, I asked those leaders if they 

would tell us what they think needs to be done to bring new 

life and vitality to our urban neighborhoods. 

Their number one recommendation, passed along to me by 

Bill Baroody of my staff, was that we needed to set up some 

sort of task force within the Government to review all major 

Federal programs that have an impact upon our urban 

neighborhoods. 

Today I am pleased to announce that I am appointing a 

blue-ribbon Cabinet task force to carry out exactly that mission. 

The chairman will be Secretary Carla Hills and the members will 

include Cabinet officers, several agency heads, and others. 
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I have just completed my first meeting with the group 
p 

and I have directed them to focus their attention on ways that 

we can make all of our Federal programs best serve the interests 

of the many millions of Americans who live in urban neighborhoods. 

I am proud of many of the programs we already have on the 

books, and as you know, I am pushing hard for the re-enactment 

of programs such as general revenue sharing. 

Yet I also recognize that the Federal Government needs 

to do far more to encourage a greater sense of community, a 

sense of belonging within our huge, massive metropolitan areas. 

It is especially important that during our Bicentennial 

we seek to enhance the values of family, of community, and of 

cultural diversity that have been the strength and richness of 

America for so many years. 

The task force that I am appointing today will perform 

a great service for the country if it can advance us toward 

these goals. 

Th~.nk you~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 29, 1976 

MEETING WITH THE DOMESTIC COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
ON URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND 

NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION 

I. PURPOSE 

Tuesday, June 29, 1976 
2:00 p.m. 
The Cabinet Room 

From: Jim Cannon 

To preside at the first meeting of the Domestic Council 
Committee on Urban Development and Neighborhood 
Revitalization. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS, AND PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: 

The Committee results from a convergence of two 
sets of recommendations regarding the problems and 
needs of our cities and neighborhoods. Your key 
Domestic policy advisors have pointed out the need 
for greater cooperation and coordination among 
Federal agencies administering programs which have 
an impact on cities and their neighborhoods. The 
increasing substitution of revenue sharing and of 
block grant programs for categorical programs 
offers urban centers the opportunity to formulate 
an overall strategy for their use of Federal 
resources. Also, the major recommendation of a 
May 5 meeting sponsored by the White House Office 
of Public Liaison and the National Center on Urban 
Ethnic Affairs was that the President establish 
a committee to study urban problems as they are 
perceived on the neighborhood level (Tab A} . 

On June 19, you approved the establishment of a 
Committee on Urban Development and Neighborhood 
Revitalization (Tab B). 
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B. Participants: 

See Tab c. 

Staff: Jim Cannon, William Baroody. 

C. Press Plan: 

You indicated earlier this morning that you would 
determine at the end of the meeting what plan 
would be followed with the press. 

III. TALKING POINTS 

See attached speech at Tab D. 



~ 

Participants 

Secretary Carla Hills (Chairman} 
Jerry Thomas, Under Secretary, Department of Treasury, for 

Secretary Simon 
Ben Holman, Director, Community Relations Service, 

Department of Justice for the Attorney General 
Secretary Earl Butz 
Richard Darman, Assistant Secretary for Policy, Department 

of Commerce, for Secretary Richardson 
Michael Moskow, Under Secretary, Department of Labor, for 

Secretary Usery 
Marjorie Lynch, Under Secretary, Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare for Secretary Mathews 
Secretary William T. Coleman, Jr. 
Mitchell P. Kobelinski, Administrator, Small Business 

Administration 
Willard H. Meinecke, Assistant Director, Administration and 

Finance, ACTION for Director Balzano 
Samuel Martinez, Director, Community Services Administration 
Jim Cannon, Director, Domestic Council 
Bill Baroody, Director, White House Office of Public Liaison 

By invitation: 

Chairman Arthur Burns and Governor Philip Jackson, Jr., 
Federal Reserve System 

Chairman Garth Marston, Federal Home Loan Bank Board 



- --__ , -------

JMC: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 30, 1976 

These are all the press releases 
on the Urban Development and Neigh­
borhood Revitalization Committee. 

cameron 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 30, 1976 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

-----------------------------------------~------------------

I'IEMORANDUH FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

THE ilHI':CE HOUSE 

?dE SECRETARY OF THE ':i.'REASURY 
THE A'l"EORi~EY GENERAL 
THE SECRE~ARY OF AGRICULTUP~ 
T'rlE SECRETARY OF COH1'1ERCE 
THL SECRETARY OF LABOR 
'l,.dE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, 

Ai'JD HELFAR2 
'l'HE SECRETARY OF HOUSING A~JD URBAN 

DEV:CLOPI-1ENT 
Tim SECRETARY OF TRAlJSPORTN::.,ImJ 
THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF HANAGEilliNT 

AnD BUDGET 
THE DIRliCTOR, SHALL BUSINESS 

ADiUlHSTRATIOH 
THE DIRECTOR, COflil':IUl'JI'l'Y SERVICES 

ADHIIJ IS TRN:PION 
THE EXECUTIVT..!: DIHECTOR, DOI1ESTIC COUNCIL 
THE ASSIS'l'ANT 'l'O 'l'HE PRESIDENT FOR 

PUBLIC LIAISON 
THE CHAIRHA~J OF THE BOAR:) OP GOVERNORS 

OF THE FEDn:ItAL RESERVL SYSTLi·1 
THE CHAIRi''IAl.J OF THE FEDERAL HQI.IB LOAl~ 

BAH!\ BOARD 

President's Comnittee on Urban Development 
and Neighborhood Revitalization 

I ~n today establishing a Committee on Urban Development and 
Neighborhood Revitalization to examine urban problems and to 
make recorMnendations to improve current Federal programs in 
order to revitalize urban and neighborhood areas. The 
Corilmittee \"{ill study the problems both from a broad Federal 
policy perspective and froQ the perspective of those who live 
in urban neighborhoods. Specifically, t:1e Committee will be 
responsible for: 

1. Conducting a comprehensive review of all major 
Federal programs which have an impact on the 
cities and their neighborhoods and reporting 
results to the President; 

2. Seeking the perspectives of local officials 
and neighborhood groups on Federal prograr!ls 
which affect them; 

more 
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3. Developing recommendations to the President 
and the Congress for changes in Federal policies 
and programs affectins cities and their neighbor­
hoods in order to place maximum decision-making 
responsibility at the local level, to remove 
legal and administrative obstacles to exercise 
this authority, and to provide for better 
coordination and delivery of Federal programs. 

The Con~ittee will be chaired by the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, and include the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Attorney Gen~ral, the Secretary of Agriculture, the 
Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary 
of Health, Education, and Welfare, the Secretary of Transpor­
tation, the Director of Office of Hanagement and Budget, the 
Director of the Small Business Administration, the Director 
of Community Services Administration, the Executive Director 
of the Domestic Council, the Assistant to the President for 
Public Liaison; and, by invitation, the Chairman of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and the Chairman 
of the Federal Home Loan Banlc Board. 

GERALD R. FORD 

## fj fl. 



FOR Il'l:·IEDIA~"E RELEASE JUNE 30, 197& 

Office of the 1.Jhite House Press Secretary 

-------------------------------------------------------------
THE WHITE HOUSE 

STN1'El-lliHT BY THE PilliSIDENT 

The cities of this nation and the neighborhoods which 
are their backbone today face increasingly difficult 
problems of decay and decline. 

Our society is one of constant change and movement. 
This fact has both its positive and ne~ative effects. The 
areas most likely to suffer from technological, demographic, 
and social change are our older cities. 

In recent years, rapid changes in conliilunications, 
manufacturing, technology, transportation, and social 
expectation have combined to cause r.1igration from older 
cities to the suburbs and to expanding areas in the South 
and \vest. 

These developments have produced severe strains on 
older cities, forcing city governments to cope '"lith the 
potentially devastating pressures of a stagnant or declining 
economic base coupled with a growing need for services which 
are becoming more and more expensive. For some time my 
Administration has been examining these problems, and I 
have proposed major program consolidations in health, 
education, and social services. 

Some eight weeks ago, I had the pleasure of meeting 
with representatives of many ethnic organizations that have 
been holding periodic gatherings here at the vJhite House. 

In my remarks that day, I as~ed those leaders if they 
would tell us what they think needs to be done to brinG 
nevi life and vitality to our urban neighbor~1ood. 

~heir number one recommendation was that we should set 
up a task force within the Government to review all major 
Federal programs that have an i1.1pact upon urban and 
neighborhood life. 

Today I am pleased to announce that I an appointing a 
Cabinet-level task force to carry out that mission. This 
nevi Presidential Committee on Urban Development and 
i~eighborhood Revitalization will be chaired by the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, Carla Hills. 

Yesterday afternoon I met with Secretary llills and other 
members of the committee and asked them to begin an imn1ediate 
review of current Federal programs which have an impact upon 
cities and their neighborhoods. 

They are to seek the perspectives of local officials and 
neighborhood groups on Federal programs which affect them and 
to develop recommendations for improvements in Federal 
policies and programs. 

In setting up this committee, ray premise is that many 
Federal programs now on the books are worthwhile and should 
be continued, especially those which encourage local initiative 

mOl"'e 
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and local leadership. It is particularly urgent that the 
Congress act soon to re-enact the General Revenue Sharing 
Program. 

At tile same time, it is clear that the Federal Government 
must find better ways to coordinate its many programs, that 
some programs should be consolidated and that still other 
programs should be phased out altogether. The corrunitment 
to serving our cities and urban neighborhoods need not re­
quire massive new funding programs; a great deal of Federal 
money is currently being spent. What is clearly required is 
that we make better use of resources that are already 
available. 

In my discussions with et~nic leaders, I have also been 
impressed that the Federal Government can do more to encourage 
a greater sense of community, a sense of belonging within our 
urban centers. In this Bicentennial year, it is especially 
important that we seek to enhance the values of family, of 
community and of cultural diversity that have been the strength 
and richness of America for many years. 

The Presidential Committee I have appointed will perform 
a great service for the country by helping to revitalize urban 
and neighborhood life in America. 

# f.,! # # 
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THE \!IIITE HOUSE 

FACT SHEET 

PRESIDENT r S CGr1!~ITTEE ON URBAN DEVSLOPfiENT 
AND NEI GHBO:RI-IOOD REVITALIZATION 

The President today announcec! the creation of his Committee 
on Urban Development and !Jeighborhood Revitalization to examine 
urban problems and to make recommendations to improve current 
Federal programs in order to revitalize urban and neighborhood 
areas. The Cor.uni ttee \'Till be chaired bv Carla A. Hills, 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, ann include 8 
Cabinet members, 3 agency heads 9 2 indenendent re~ulatory 
ar,encies (by invitation)) anc. me!l'lbers of the 1'lhite House 
staff. 

BACKGROUND 

The President has lon~ been concerned about the difficulties 
besetting r~ny of our cities a~d the neishborhoods from which 
the cities draw their vitality and stability. He is particu~· 
larly concerned that Federal efforts are not adequately dealin~ 
with the problems of the cities despite the many Federal pro­
grams which are intended to neet urban nee~s and despite the 
substantial amount of Federal funds channeled to the nation's 
cities. He is convinced that by better using the resources 
currently available the Federal Government can be a more 
effective partner with State and local governments in 
resolvin~ urban problems. 

The President is creatins this Com~ittee to analyze these 
problems and to develop proposals for gre~ter cooperation and 
coordination among the Federal an;encies adJ~inistering prop;rams 
which have an inpact on cities and their nei~hborhoods. 

This Committee will also be a response to the recommendations 
of a recent Conference on Ethnicity and HeiP;hborhood Revitali­
zation held at the l.Jhite House. That p;roup recommended that 
the President establish a co~mittee to study urban problems as 
they are perceived on the neighborhood level. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF ~ ~~_§_IuENT 1 S CGr-IHITTEE 

The Committee is comprised of the heads of the Federal agencies 
which have primary responsibility for prosrams affecting the 
cities, including their neig:1borhoods and surroundin~ communi~· 
ties. The Corn.mittee will study the problei:lc:> both from a broad 
Federal policy perspective and fron the perspective of those 
who live in urban neig!1borhoods. Specifically~ the Cor!lmittee 
will be responsible for: 

more 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

2 

Conducting a comprehensive reviell! of all major 
Federal programs which have an impact on the 
cities and their neie;hborhoods and reporting 
results to the President~ 

Seekins the perspectives of local officials 
and neighborhood groups on Federal programs 
which affect them~ 

Developing reco~~endations to the President 
and the Congress for changes in Federal policies 
and programs affecting cities and their neig~­
borhoods in order to rlace maximum decision~ 
makinr, responsibility at the local level, to 
remove legal and administrative obstacles to 
exercise this authority 3 and to provide for 
better coordination and delivery of Federal 
programs. 

r·mr.'ffiERS OF THE PRESIDENT'S COmUTTEE --- ---
The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (Chairman) 
The Secretary of the Treasury 
The Attorney General 
The Secretary of Agriculture 
~he Secretary of Comnerce 
The Secretary of Labor 
The Secretary of Heal 'ch:; Education~ a!!d '·Tel fare 
The Secretary of Transportation 
Director~ Office of r1anaz,ement and Budr;et 
Administrator 9 Small Business Administration 
Director~ Co111T!1unity Services AdMinistration 
Executive ~irector~ Domestic Council 
Director 3 Nhite House Office of Public Liaison 

By invitation: 

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board 

# .ll 
lt # # 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 30, 1976 

Office of the V1/hite House Press Secretary 

-----------~--------------~----------~-----~-~~----~--------

f!1El'10RANDUI'l FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

THE \JHF.L'E HOUSE 

TI-IE SECREri'ARY OF THE 'rHEASURY 
THE A'l1110RNEY GEHERAL 
THE SECRE~ARY OF AGRICULTURE 
'l'HE SECRETARY OF C0!'·1l'1ERCE 
THE SECRETARY OF LABOR 
'l'HE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, 

Ai'JD VELFAR::: 
'l'HE SECEETARY OF HOUSING Aim UHBAH 

DEVELOPi'IENT 
'l'IiE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTA':;_,IOlJ 
THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF l':1ANAGI;JTi:i;NT 

Ai'JD BUDGET 
THE DIR12CTOR, SI1ALL BUSINESS 

ADiUlJIS'rri.A TIOH 
THE DIRECTOR, COfliNUHI'rY SEHVIC1~S 

ADIUlJISTHA'l'ION 
rr'HE EXECU'ITVT~ DIHEC'I'OH, DOI'1LSTIC COUi~CIL 
~IE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 

PUBLIC LIAISOH 
'HIE CHAinHA~,J OF 'I'fiE BOARD OP GOVERNOHS 

OF THE FZ:JE:lAL R8SEHVL SYSTBi,'I 
THJ::: CHAIH/JA1.J OF 'l'liE FbuERAL HOJ.JB LOA.i~ 

BAlJK BOAH.D 

Presiuentis Comnittee on Urban Development 
and Neighborhood Revitalization 

I am today establishing a Committee on Urban Development and 
Neighborhood Revitalization to examine urban problems and to 
make recommendations to impl~ove current Federal proz;rams in 
order to revitalize urban and neighborhood areas. The 
Cor11mittee will study the problems both from a broad Federal 
policy perspective and frog the perspective of those who live 
in urban neighborhoods. Specifically, the Committee will be responsible for: 

l. Conducting a comprehensive review of all major 
Federal prograras which have an impact on the 
cities and their neighborhoods and reporting 
results to the President; 

2. Seeking the perspectives of local officials 
and nei t;hb orhood groups on Federal prograiYlS 
which affect them; 

more 
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3. Developing recommendations to the President 
and the Congress for changes in Federal policies 
and programs affecting cities and their neighbor­
hoods in order to place maximum decision-mal·dng 
responsibility at the local level~ to remove 
legal and administrative obstacles to exercise 
this authority, and to provide for better 
coordination and delivery of Federal programs. 

The Committee will be chaired by the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, and include the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Attorney Gen~ral~ the Secretary of Agriculture, the 
Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, the Secretary of 7ranspor­tation, the Director of Office of Management and Budget, the Director of the Small Business Adcinistration, the Director of Cormnunity Services Administration~ the Executive Di:r•ector of the Domestic Council, the Assistant to the President for 
Public Liaison; and, by invitation, the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and the Chairman of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 

GERALD R. FORD 

# IJ JJ J; 
tr 1( 1t 
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FOl-1 Il'UEDIA 11E RELEASE JUNE 30, 197S 

Office of the Hhite House Press Secretary 

-------------------------------------------------------------
THE vWrrj7E HOUSE 

STA'l'E l 1E1~'l· BY ri'hE PEESIDL:Wl' 

The cities of this natioil and the neighborhoods which 
are tl1eir backbone today face increasingly difficult 
problems of decay and decline. 

Our society is one of constant change and movement. 
This fact has both its positive and ne~ative effects. The 
areas most likely to suffer from technolo gical, demographic~ 
and social change are our older cities. 

In ·recent yea.rs, rapid changes in cOJ;nnunications, 
manufacturinG, technology, transportation, and social 
expectation have conbined to cause migration from older 
cities to the suburbs and to expandin3 areas in the South 
and Hest. 

~hese developments have produced severe strains on 
older cities, forcing city governments to cope with the 
potentially devastating pressures of a stagnant or declining 
economic base coupled with a growing need for services which 
are becoming more and more expensive. For some time my 
Administration has been examining these problems, and I 
have proposed major proGram consolidations in health, 
education, and social services. 

Some eight weeks ago, I had the pleasure of ~eeting 
with representatives of many ethnic orbanizations that have 
been holding periodic gatl1erings here at tl1e '.Jhi te House. 

In my remarks that day, I as~ed those leaders if they 
would tell us what they think needs to be done to bring 
nev.r life aad vitality to our urban neie;hbori10od. 

'l'heir nunber one recommendation was that vve should set 
up a task force within the Governr,1ent to review all major 
Federal prograns that have an iupact upon urban and 
nei;£l1borhood life. 

Today I am pleased to announce that I au appointing a 
Cabinet-level task force to carry out that mission. This 
new Presidential Coumi ttee on Urban Development and 
~eighborhood Revitalization will be chaired by the Secretary 
of housing and Urban Development, Carla Hills. 

Yesterday afternoon I met v·Tith Secretary Hills and ot:ner 
members of the conm1ittee and asked them to begin an iwmediate 
review of current Federal programs which have an impact upon 
cities and their neiGhborhoods. 

7hey are to seek the pers pectives of local officials and 
nei ~.;hborhoo d groups on Federal programs vvhich affect t ~1em and 
to develop recor;unendations for improvements in Federal 
policies and programs. 

In setting up this COlTlini ttee, u:r prerais e is that many 
Feueral programs now on the books are vvorthwhile and should 
be continued, especially those which encouras e local initiative 
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and local leadership. It is particularly urgent that the 
ConGress act soon to re-enact the General Revenue Sharing 
Program. 

At tl1e same time, it is clear that the Federal Government 
must find better ways to coordinate its many programs, that 
some programs should be consolidated and that still other 
programs should be phased out altogether. The comnitment 
to serving our cities and urban neighborhoods need not re­
quire massive new funding programs; a great deal of Federal 
money is currently being spent. \lliat is clearly required is 
that we make better use of resources that are already 
available. 

In my discussions with et~nic leaders, I have also been 
impressed that the Federal Government can do more to encourage 
a greater sense of connunity, a sense of belonging Hithin our 
urban centers. In this Bicentennial year, it is especially 
important that we seek to enhance the values of family, of 
community anu of cultural diversity that have been the strength 
and richness of America for many years. 

The Presidential Committee I have appointed Nill perform 
a great service for the country by helping to revitalize urban 
and neighborhood life in America. 

# if # # 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 
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The Vice President --

~~ 

N~~ 
The attached fact sheet describes the establishment 

today of a Presidential Committee on Urban Development and 
Neighborhood Revitalization, ,, 

0 to mobilize Federal resources more effectively 
in dealing with urban and neighborhood problems; 

Carla Hills is to chair this committee. Its thrust 
seems to be primarily towards neighborhoods, with an 
appeal to ethnically conscious citizens. Its establishment 
is timed to coincide with the Mayors' Conference this week 
in Milwaukee. 

Jim Cannon reports that this new committee would not 
conflict with the Domestic Council Committee on New York 
City which you and he are contemplating and about which 

( 
Ee is going to telephone you this afternoon or first thing 
tomorrow. 

_/ 0~ 
Dick Allison 

bee: J im Cannon 
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Office of the White House Press Secretary 

-------------------------------------------··----------------
THE vliUTE HOUSE 

FACT SHEET 

PRESIDENT'S CGr-1!·~ITTEE ON URBAN DEVELOPriENT 
· AND NEIGHBO~HOODREVI'T'ALIZA'PIQN 

The President today announceG the creation of his Co~~ittee 
on Urban Development and !Jeighborhood B.evitalization to examine 
urban problems and to make recomMendations to improve current 
Federal programs in order to revitali~e urban and neighborhood 
areas. The Committee will be chaired by Carla A. Hills, 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, and include 8 
Cabinet members, 3 agency heads, 2 independent re~ulatory 
a~encies (by in vi tat ion), and members of the ~\Thi te House 
staff. 

BACKGROUND 

The President has long been concerned about the difficulties 
besetting ~~ny of our cities and the neiehborhoods from which 
the cities draw their vitality and stability. · He is particu·· 
larly concerned that Federal efforts are not adequately dealin~ 
l'iith the problems of the cities despite the many Federal pro­
grams l'lhich are intended to meet urban neeC.s and despite the 
substantial amount of Federal funds channeled to the nation's 
cities. He is convinced that by better using the resources 
currently available the Federal Government can be .. _a_ more 
effective partner l'rith State and local governments in 
resolvin~ urban problems. 

The President is creating this Co~~ittee to analyze these 
proble.!TlS and to develop proposals for greater cooperation and 
coordination among the Federal agencies administering pro~rams 
which have an impact on cities and their neighborhoods. 

This Committee will also be a response to the recommendations 
of a recent Conference on Ethnicity and Neip-_,hborhood Revitali­
zation held at the Hhite House. That group recommended that 
the President establish a com..mittee to study urban problems as 
they are perceived on the neighborhood level. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE P:RESIL>ENT; S COWHTTEE --- · ----- ··---

The Committee is comprised of the heads of the Federal agencies 
which have primary responsibility for prorrans affecting the 
cities, including their nei~~borhoods and surroundine communi­
ties. The Co~mittee will study the problems both from a broad 
Federal policy perspective and from the perspective of those 
who live in urban neignborhoods. Specifically) the Co~mittee 
will be responsible for: 
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1. Conducting a comprehensive review of all major 
Federal programs l'Ihich have an impact on the 
cities and their neighborhoods and reporting 
results to the President; 

2. Seeking the perspectives of local officials 
and neighborhood groups on Federal prograns 
t.'lhich affect them; 

3. Developing reco~~endations to the President 
and the Congress for changes in Federal policies 
and programs affecting cities and their neigh­
borhoods in order to place maximum decision­
makine responsibility at the local level, to 
remove legal and administrative obstacles to 
exercise this authority, and to provide for 
better coordination and delivery of Federal 
programs. 

~1Ert!BERS OF THE PRESIDENT: S CO!"·D!ITTE:L --
The Secretary of Housing .and Urban Development (Chairman) 
The Secretary of the Treasury 
The Attorney General 
The Secretary of Agriculture 
~he Secretary of Comnerce 
The Secretary of Labor 
The Secretary of Health, Education~ a.Ttd Helfare 
The Secretary of Transportation 
Director, Office of Hanaeement and Budp;et 
Administrator, Small Business Administration 
Director, Co!J'I.munit;y Services Administration 
Executive Director, Domestic Council 
Director, Nhite House Office of Public Liaison 

By invitation: 

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board 

# Jl rr # # 

-----




