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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 29, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: . BILL BAROODY
DICK CHENEY

~JIM CANNON

MYRON KUROPAS
LYNN MAY
RON NESSEN

FROM: : . DAVE GERGEN

SUBJECT: Neighborhood Revitalization

Whatever the outcome of the President's meeting at 2 p.m.
I thought there was a general staff consensus this morning that
he should not give a mandate for a sweeping review of all Federal
policies affecting urban areas. Instead, the feeling seemed to be --
and it is one that I share -- that if he moves forward publicly
today, his remarks should focus solely on neighborhood revitalization.

At the request of Lynn May and Myron Kuropas, I have hurriedly.
prepared a draft of remarks that he could use for that purpose. Please
see attached.



. (D.G.) June 29, 1976

REMARKS FOR NEIGHBORHOéD REVITALIZATION COMMITTTEE:

Some eight weeks ago, I had the pleasure of meeting in
the Rose Garden with representatives of many ethnic organiza-
tions that have been holding periodic gatherings here at

the White House.

In my remarks that day, I asked those leaders if they
would tell us what they think needs to be done to bring new

life and vitality to our urban neighborhoods.

Their number one recommendation, passed along to me by
Bill Baroody of my staff, was that we needed to set up some
sort of task force within the Government to review all major
Federal programs that have an impact upon our urban

neighborhoods.

Today I am pleased to announce that I am appointing a
blue-ribbon Cabinet task force to carry out exactly that mission.
The chairman will be Secretary Carla Hills and the members will

include Cabinet officers, several agency heads, and others.



I have just completed my first meeting with the group
and I have directed them to focus their attention on ways that
we can make all of our Federal programs best serve the interests

of the many millions of Americans who live in urban neighborhoods.

.I am proud of many of the programs we already have on the
books, and as you know, I am pushing hard for the re-enactment

of programs such as general revenue sharing.

Yet I also recognize that the Federal Government needs
to do far more to encourage a greater sense of community, a

sense of belonging within our huge, massive metropolitan areas.

It is especially important that during our Bicentennial
we seek to enhance the values of family, of community, and of
cultural diversity that have been the strength and richness of

America for so many years.

The task force that I am appointing today will perform

a great service for the country if it can advance us toward

these goals.

Thank You,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 29, 1976

MEETING WITH THE DOMESTIC COUNCIL COMMITTEE
ON URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND
NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION

Tuesday, June 29, 1976
2:00 p.m.
The Cabinet Room

From: Jim Cannon

PURPOSE

To preside at the first meeting of the Domestic Council
Committee on Urban Development and Neighborhood
Revitalization.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS, AND PRESS PLAN

A.

Background:

The Committee results from a convergence of two
sets of recommendations regarding the problems and
needs of our cities and neighborhoods. Your key
Domestic policy advisors have pointed out the need
for greater cooperation and coordination among
Federal agencies administering programs which have
an impact on cities and their neighborhoods. The
increasing substitution of revenue sharing and of
block grant programs for categorical programs
offers urban centers the opportunity to formulate
an overall strategy for their use of Federal
resources. Also, the major recommendation of a
May 5 meeting sponsored by the White House Office
of Public Liaison and the National Center on Urban
Ethnic Affairs was that the President establish

a committee to study urban problems as they are
perceived on the neighborhood level (Tab A).

On June 19, you approved the establishment of a
Committee on Urban Development and Neighborhood
Revitalization (Tab B).



B. Participants:

See Tab C.

Staff: Jim Cannon, William Baroody.
C. Press Plan:

You indicated earlier this morning that you would
determine at the end of the meeting what plan
would be followed with the press.

III. TALKING POINTS

See attached speech at Tab D.



Participants

Secretary Carla Hills (Chairman)

Jerry Thomas, Under Secretary, Department of Treasury, for
Secretary Simon

Ben Holman, Director, Community Relations Service,
Department of Justice for the Attorney General

Secretary Earl Butz

Richard Darman, Assistant Secretary for Policy, Department
of Commerce, for Secretary Richardson

Michael Moskow, Under Secretary, Department of Labor, for
Secretary Usery

Marjorie Lynch, Under Secretary, Department of Health,
Education and Welfare for Secretary Mathews

Secretary William T. Coleman, Jr.

Mitchell P. Kobelinski, Administrator, Small Business
Administration

Willard H. Meinecke, Assistant Director, Administration and
Finance, ACTION for Director Balzano

Samuel Martinez, Director, Community Services Administration

Jim Cannon, Director, Domestic Council

Bill Baroody, Director, White House Office of Public Liaison

By invitation:
Chairman Arthur Burns and Governor Philip Jackson, Jr.,

Federal Reserve System
Chairman Garth Marston, Federal Home Loan Bank Board



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 30, 1976

JMC:
These are all the press releases

on the Urban Development and Neigh-
borhood Revitalization Committee.

cameron



FOR IMM.EDIATE RELEASE JUNE 30, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

MEMORANDUI FOR:

THE SECRETARY OF THE “REASURY

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE

THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE

THE SECRETARY OF LABOR

THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION,
AND UELFARD

THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AWD URBAWN
DEVELOPIENT

THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTAYION

THE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF MANAGLIENT
AND BUDGET

THE DIRECTOR, SHALL BUSINESS
ADM{INISTRATION

THE DIRECTOR, COIMMUNITY SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DOMESTIC COUNCIL

THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR
PUBLIC LIAISON

THE CHAIRMAJ OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEil

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE FEDERAL HOMZ LOAN
BANK BOARD

SUBJECT: President's Committee on Urban Development
and Heighborhood Revitalization

I an today éstablishing a Committee on Urban Development and
Neighbornood Revitalization to examine urban problems and to
make recommendations to improve current Federal programs in
order to revitalize urban and neighborhood areas. The
Committee will Study the problems both from a broad Federal
policy perspective and from the perspective of those who live

in urban neighbornoods. Specifically, the Committee will be
responsible for:

1. Conducting a comprehensive review of all major
Federal programs which have an impact on the
citles and their neilghborhoods and reporting
results to the President;

2. Seeking the perspectives of local officials
and neighborhood groups on Federal programs
which affect Themy

nore
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3. Developing recommendations to the President
and the Congress for changes in Federal policies
ana programs affecting cities and their neighbor-
hoods in order to place maximun decision-making
responsibility at the local level, to remove
legal and administrative obstacles to exercise
this authority, and to provide for better
coordination and delivery of Federal prograns.

The Committee will be chaired by the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, and include the Secretary of the Treasury,
the Attorney General, the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary
of Health, Education, and Welfare, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, the Director of Office of Management and Budget, the
Director of the Small Business Administration, the Director
of Community Services Administration, the Executive Director
of the Domestic Council, the Assistant to the President for
Public Liaison; and, by invitation, the Chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System and the Chairman
of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board.

GERALD R. FORD

# K F{
woar



FOR IMIEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 30, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

STAYVEIENT BY THE PRESIDENT

The cities of this nation and the neighborhoods which
are their backbone today face increasingly difficult
provlems of decay and decline.

Our society is one of constant change and movement.
This fact has both its positive and negative effects. The
areas most likely to suffer from technological, demograpnic,
and social change are our older cities.

In recent years, rapid changes in communications,
manufacturing, technology, transportation, and social
expectation have combined to cause nigration from older

cities to the suburbs and to expanding areas in the South
and West.

These developments have produced severe strains on
older cities, forcing city governments to cope with the
potentially devastating pressures of a stagnant or declining
economic base coupled with a growing need for services which
are becoming more and more expensive., For some time my
Administration has been examining these problems, and I
have proposed major program consolidations in health,
education, and social services.

Some eight weeks ago, I had the pleasure of meeting
with representatives of many ethnic organizations that have
been holding periodic gatherings here at the White House.

In my remarks that day, I asked those leaders 1f they
would tell us what they think needs to be done to bring
new life and vitality to our urban neighboriood.

Their number one recommendation was that we should set
up a task force within the Government to review all major
Federal programs that have an iupact upon urban and
neighborhood life,

Today I am pleased to announce that I am appointing a
Cabinet~level task force to carry out that mission. This
new Presidential Committee on Urban Development and
Helghborhood Revitalization will be chalred by the Secretary
of Housing and Urban Development, Carla Hills,

Yesterday afternoon I met with Secretary lIills and other
members of the committee and asked them to begin an immedlate
review of current Federal programs which have an impact upon
clties and their neighborhoods.

They are to seek the perspectives of local officials and
neighborhood groups on Federal programs which affect them and
to develop recommendations for improvements in Federal
policies and programs.

In setting up this committee, my premise is that many
Federal programs now on the books are worthwhile and should
be continued, especially those which encourage local initiative

more
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and local leadership. It is particularly urgent that the
Congress act soon to re-enact the General Revenue Sharing
Program.

At the same time, it is clear that the Federal Government
must find better ways to coordinate its many programs, that
some programs should be consolidated and that still other
programs should be phased out altogether. The commitment
to serving our cities and urban neighborhoods need not re-
quire massive new funding programs; a great deal of Federal
money 1s currently being spent. What is clearly required 1s
that we make better use of resources that are already
available.

In my discussions with etiinic leaders, I have also been
impressed that the Federal Government can do more to encourage
a greater sense of community, a sense of belonging within our
urban centers. In this Bicentennial year, it is especially
important that we seek to enhance the values of family, of
community and of cultural diversity that have been the strength
and richness of America for many years.

The Presidential Committee I have appointed will perform

a great service for the country by helping to revitalize urban
and neighborhood life in America.

ok



FOR IMMEDIATE HELEASE JUNE 30, 1976

Office of the White House Press Secretarv
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THE WHITE HOUSE

FACT SHEET

PRESIDENT'S COIMVITTEE ON URBAN DEVELOPMENT
AND NEICHBORHIOOD REVITALIZATION

The President today announced the creation of his Committee

on Urban Development and Neighborhood Revitalization to examine
urban problems and to make recommendations to improve current
Federal programs in order to revitalize urban and neighborhood
areas. The Committee will be chaired bv Carla A. Hills,
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, and include 8
Cabinet members, 3 agency heads, 2 indevendent regulatory
agencies (by invitation), and members of the White House

staff.

BACKGROUND

The President has long been concerned about the difficulties
besetting many of our cities and the neighborhoods from which
the citles draw their vitality and stability. He is narticu-
larly concerned that Federal efforts are not adequately dealine
with the problems of the cities desnite the manv Federal pro-
grams whlch are intended to neet urban needs and despite the
substantial amount of Federal funds channeled to the nation's
cities. He is convinced that by better using the resources
currently available the Federal Covernment can be a more
effective partner with State and local governments in
resolvine urbhan problems.

The President is creating this Committee to analyze these
problems and to develop proposals for greater cooveration and
coordination among the Federal amencles administering proerams
which have an impact on cities and their neighborhoods.

This Committee will also be a response to the recommendations
of a recent Conference on Etlhmicity and Heieshborhood Revitali-
zation held at the White House. That group recommended that
the President establish a committee to study urban problems as
they are perceived on the neighborhood level.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PRESIDENT ‘S COMMITTEE 7

The Committee 1s comprised of the heads of the Federal agencles
which have primary responsibility for nrosrams affecting the
cities, including their neighborhoods and surrounding communi..
tles. The Committee will study the problems both from a broad
Federal policy perspective and fron the perspective of those
who live in urban neighborhoods. Specifically, the Committee
will be responsible for:

more
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1. Conducting a comprehensive review of all major
Federal programs which have an impact on the
cities and their neighborhoods and reporting
results to the President:

2. Seeking the perspectives of local officials
and neighborhood groups on Federal programs
which affect them:

3. Developing recommendations to the President
and the Congress for changes in Federal policies
and programs affecting cities and their neigh-
borhoods in order to nlace maximum decision-
making responsibility at the local level, to
remove legal and administrative obstacles to
exercise this authority, and to provide for
better coordination and delivery of Federal
programs.

MEM3ERS OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (Chairman)
The Secretary of the Treasury

The Attorney Ceneral

The Secretary of Agriculture

The Secretary of Comnerce

The Secretary of Labor

The Secretary of Health, Education, and "elfare
The Secretary of Transvortation

Director, Office of Manarement and Budgzet
Administrator, Small Business Administration
Director, Community Services Administration
Executive Director., Domestic Council

Director, "hite House Office of Public Liaison

By invitation:

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Systen
Federal Home Loan Bank Board


























