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SOLAR ENERGY - ADMINISTRATION POLICY AND ACTIONS

Policy

. "My vision is of dramatic action to produce o0il and
gas from coal, safe and clear nuclear and coal-
generated electric power, harness the energy of the
sun and the natural heat within the earth and build
numerous other energy facilities."

President's September 22, 1975
address to the AFL-CIO
Construction Trades meeting

in San Francisco -- announcing
plans for an Energy Independence
Agency

. "Inclusion of the solar electric approach among the
'inexhaustible' resource technologies to be given
high priority."

"The technologies for producing essentially
inexhaustible supplies of electric power from
solar energy will be given priority comparable
to fusion and the breeder reactor."

One of five major changes in
the nation's Energy R&D
priorities identified in
ERDA's "National Plan for
Energy R&D" (ERDA-48),

June 28, 1975

L]

Actions Taken or Planned

. The President's 1976 Budget contemplated obligations
of $76 million for Federally sponsored solar energy
research and development and demonstration activities.
This compares with $15 million in 1974.

. In June, 1975, ERDA submitted to the President and
the Congress a report outlining the Federal portion
of a "National Solar Energy Research, Development and
Demonstration Program" which described current and
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prospective Federally-funded programs in the areas
of solar heating and cooling, solar electric systems,
wind power and ocean thermal power and fuels from
biomass. (ERDA-49).

In October, 1975 ERDA submitted to the President and
the Congress a report outlining the Federal portion
of a National Program for Solar Heating and Cooling
(for residential and commercial applications) which
describes programs underway or contemplated. The use
of solar energy for heating and cooling is the most
nearly economic application at this time.

The General Services Administration has under construc-
tion two buildings (one in Manchester, N.H.; the other
in Saginaw, Michigan) which are designed to demonstrate
energy conservation and which also will include large
solar collectors, scheduled for completion in 1976.

In addition, GSA is exploring the feasibility of
installing solar collectors on new Federal buildings
(e.g., Federal Home Loan Bank Board in downtown
Washington) and retrofitting existing Federal buildings
with solar collectors.

The Department of Defense is installing solar hot
water and space heating on a demonstration basis in
15 existing and 35 new Department of Defense-owned
residential housing units.

ERDA is authorized to establish a Solar Energy Research
Institute (SERI) and work is now underway to develop
criteria and specifications that will provide the

basis for soliciting proposals from interested parties
around the Nation. Organizations in more than 20
states are expected to submit proposals.

The Department of Housing and Urban Development and
National Bureau of Standards have issued interim

standards for residential solar heating and cooling
units which must be met to qualify for solar demon-
stration grants that will be available through HUD.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Date June 13, 1975

TO: JIM CANNON

FROM: JIM CAVANAUG

X FYI

For appropriate ac

COMMENTS

The report, and a copy of
McConnell's letter, have
been sent to Glenn Schleede
with the request that he
prepare a reply for your
signature.



RoBERT A. MCCONNELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW
2721 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 802

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85004
(602) 277- 4474

June 10, 1975

James M. Cannon, Executive Director am—

X . ~7%0
Domestic Council RO Ro;\
The White House jj ﬂ%
Washington, D.C. 20500 - Jq
o N
Re: National Solar Energy Research Institute N

Dear Jim:

The opportunity to meet you in Congressman Rhodes'
office last Wednesday was very greatly appreciated.

Although we discussed it briefly, a restatement
here of the basic Energy Research and Development Adminis-
tration timetable may provide you with a convenient reference.

ERDA contracted with the National Academy of Sciences
to develop the character and role of the Institute, the scope
of its research, the site selection criteria and other funda-
mental determinations. An ERDA in-house study team is under-
taking a parallel effort that will be reviewed in conjunction
with the Academy's independent conclusions prior to final
determinations being reached by the Administration.

The Academy's preliminary report was submitted to
ERDA on June 2. The Academy has now solicited comments from
a wide variety of sources.

In late July and early August, the Academy will
conduct a workshop at the Scripps' Institute in La Jolla,
California. That workshop is intended to crystallize the
Academy's thinking. ‘

The final Academy and in-house reports are to be
submitted by September 30th. Subsequently, ERDA will request
proposals for the Institute be submitted by the various
states and other interested entities.

Site visitations are intended to be conducted in
November and December with final site selection expected by
the first of the year.



RoBERT A. McCONNELL
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Pursuant to your request, you will find enclosed a
copy of the Arizona Congressional Delegation's October 15, 1974,
letter to the President highlighting some of the reasons why
the Institute should be located in Arizona.

Also enclosed for your information is a copy of a
preliminary Arizona presentation requested by the head of
ERDA's in-house study team. This presentation was submitted
to ERDA on June 6, 1975. This presentation responds to ques-
tions ERDA earlier addressed to the National Academy of
Sciences. The preliminary dialogue you will find is a tech-
nique used to show the reasons for the conclusions reached
in the body of the document. The imaginary dialogue partic-
ipants are Dr. John Teem, Acting Administrator for Solar,
Geothermal and Advanced Energy Systems and Dr. John E. Mock,
Dr. Teem's Technical Advisor.

Your assistance in keeping us informed as to the
White House activities in regards to the National Solar Energy
Research Institute is appreciated. If I can provide you with
any additional information or assist you in any way, please
contact me either at my Phoenix office or through Congressman
Rhodes' Capitol Hill office.

Best personal regards.

Yours sincerely,

T R
B 0,.;, .
et Y

- P

Robert A. McConnell

RAM/st

Enclosures























































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Monday, 10/18/ 5:50

MEMO TO: JMC

FROM: CAMERON
SUB: Schleede Telephone Conversation
Solar Energy -- NY State

Per my phone conversation with Schleede:

1. ERDA indicates that they never received a
proposal to locate SERI in the State of
New York.

2. NY officials tried to join with the New
England consortion with the idea of locating
the institute at Brookhaven, Long Island.
The New England coalition rejected it.

3. ERDA put out a press release earlier this
afternoon on the delay in the selection
process.




















