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REAGAN'S RHODESIAN REMARKS

Governor Reagan's statement that he would send American
troops in Rhodesia -- and then his immediate withdrawal from
that position -- once again raise fundamental questions about
his capacity to be President.

Because of the awesome strength of America, our President
must always think before speaking and acting. Reckless state-
ments, such as the Rhodesian comment made by Governor Reagan,
can produce dangerous and perhaps even disastrous international
results, if spoken by a President.

It was one thing for Governor Reagan to speak thoughtlessly
when he was talking about Social Security,or a $90 billion
reduction in Federal spending, or selling the Tennessee Valley
Authority. But it is quite another thing when he talks of
using troops to defend the Panama Canal before diplomacy has
failed, and then makes the same mistake with regard to Rhodesia.

The President of the United States, as leader of the Free
World, is faced with tough, volatile and extremely dangerous
issues everyday. As these issues arise, it is absolutely
essential that the President approach them with steady, reasoned
calm; that he analyze fully the strategic,political and perhaps
economic dimensions of the issue; that he understand the impli-
cétions for this country of the reasonable choices open and that
he move decisively toward the solution that best protects the

United States interest. In the nuclear age, the President
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cannot be reckless in his statements or his actions.

When President Ford was confronted with the current
problems in South Africa, he sent his Secretary of State
there with directions to pursue a diplomatic solution. This
is the proper approach and one which has resulted in progress
in reaching a non-violent solution.

When Governor Reagan was challenged on his statement, he
withdrew to a position of supporting majority rule in Rhodesia
and a claim that he was referring only to diplomatic moves and
not the use of troops. This final poSition, of course, brings
him full circle to a position President Ford has sponsored
for many months.

My point in raising this is not to deal with the substance
of Governor Reagan's remarks -- he has eSsentially withdrawn
them and retreated to a more rational position. My concern
is what this tells us about the Governor's approach to
decision-making. Again, the spectacle of a man who aspires
to sit in the Oval Office responding without any thbughtful
deliberation, with the impulsive resort to violent solutions

is alarming and very dangerous. I believe this is the lesson

to be drawn from this episode.
All Americans -- and indeed citizens throughout the
world -- can be thankful that the current President of the

United States thinks before he acts.





















































