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UEHORANDUM FOR THE ATTOR~EY GENERAL , 

SUBJECT: .. Ohio Poll Analysis 

Februa~y 15, 1972 

Enclosed is my analysis of the poll results from Ohio. Accompany­
ing this report is the vendor's report. 
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Ohio 
January 4-22, '1972 
797 IntcrvicHs 

Th~ President is currEntly running ahc~d of all three of the 
Democrats· tested in Ohio. He leads Huskie by 5% and Humphrey 
and Kennedy by over 1C2 in the two-~ay races. 

\·:allace 's presence on the ballot clearly b.:n.cfits the President 
against Huskie increasing his margin by 3%. A;;ainst Humphrey and 
Kennedy, however, a \.Jallace candidacy decreases the Pres:lden t 's 
margin by about 3%. The addition of a liberal minor-party candi­
date \vorks greatly to the President's advantage, increasing his 

·lead over Huskie to 12%. 

Hhile the President's support follm.rs traditional Republican lines 
for the nost part, a few significant trends are apparent - he runs 

, well with union households, particularly against Huskie, he has 
large leads with ticket-splitters in all races, he gets·three times 
as many Democrats as he loses Republicans, and he carries all of 
the regions of the state except the Northeast \·:here he loses by 
only 2-4%. 

Fifty-five percent. of the Ohio electorate approve of the \vay the 
President is handling his job compared to 35% \:ho disapprove and 
10% who have no opinion. Even in the traditional De~ocratic 
Northeastern region, the President's approva~ is only slightly 
below 50%. 

The President's efforts to end the war and inflation are seen as 
his major acco~plish~ents and ~hile these san~ issues are men­
tioned as his n.:.in failures, ·the level o"f r..~ntio:L. is much lm;cr. 
Specific approval of his handling of both Vietnam and the economy 
are both over SO~~. Unemployment is also vie\.;ed as a major ~axon 
failure by a significant number of voters. • 
Awareness and knoHledge of ~1uskie is quite lo~v but positive, while 
Humphrey and Kennedy's alvareness is high but their perceptions 
mixed. l~Then the President is compared to Huskie and Kennedy in 
terms of their ability to handle a nunber of specific issues, he 
is rated as more able to handle all of the issues except unemploy­
ment l-Ihere he gets more negative than positive ratings and drugs 
and bussing. Personally he is seen as r..ore cor::petent than the three 
Democrats, about equal to them in ten::s of trust~·:orthincss and 
strength, but significantly less friendly or amiable. 

Vietnam and the economic issues are the major concerns in Ohio 
with concern over the economy being about equally split between 
inflation and unemployment. Crime and druss are also a concern to 
a large number of voters. 

As expected taxes are the number one state issue, followed by 
unemployment, money for schools and pollution. Uncreployment i~ of 
particular concern in the ClcvC!land and Cincinr..::1ti areas, \·:ilile the 
cnvironi.l~nt is of p3rticuL:r concern in the ToL:-~o a:1d to a l.c~>scr 
decree in Cleveland. 
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Governor Gillir.an and the Republican legislature are both in 
serious trou~le over the recently p~ssed st~te income tax. ·The 
Governor's approval rating is only 32% with 51% disapproving and 
the lcgi3l~turc's is 20% ~ith 33% disapp~oving. Both of thesci 
are dmm dra::ntically over the last several t:onths: Both 
Senators Saxb~ and Taft enJOY relatively high approval ratings. 

As Congressoan Ashbrook is from Ohio, we checked his candidacy 
with Ohio pricary voters and found he would get 7% of the primary 
vote to the President's 83% at this time • 
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