The original documents are located in Box 132, folder “May 9, 1974 - John
Anderson Statement to Republican House Members” of the Gerald R. Ford Vice
Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 132 of the Gerald‘R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

SUGGESTED REMARKS FOR THE
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
BEFORE THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACK MANUFACTURERS
Mav 8, 1974



I AM PLEASED TO BE HERE TODAY T0 DISCHSS A SUBJECT
OF VITAL INTEREST TO US ALL, THERE IS MO DOUET I MY
MTND THAT ECOMOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS WHERE THE ACTION IS
TODAY FOR MINORITIES, AYD 1 WOULD LIKE TO COAVEY MY OWH
WHOLEHEARTED SUPPORT OF THE MINORITY BUSIHESS DEVELOPHENT
PROGRAM,

FIVE YEARS AGO, THE PRESIDENT LAUNCHED A MATIONAL PROGRAM
T0 PROMOTE THE GROWTH OF MINORITY BYSINESS WHEN HE CREATED
THE NFFICE OF MINORITY BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (OMBE), TNDAY,
ALTHOUGH THE ROAD TO FULL PARTICIPATINM BY MIMORITIES IS
STILL ROCKY AND FULL OF HOLES AMD OBSTACLES, GREAT STRIDES
HAVE BEEN MADE,

THE FEDERAL RESOURCE COMAITMENT TO THE MINORITY ENTERPRISE
EFFORT REACH A TOTAL OF $1.4 BILLIOM IN 1974 IN LOANS,
GUARANTEES, PROCUREMENTS AND GRANTS IN MINORITY FIRMS,
MEANWHILE, THE NATIONAL MIMORITY PURCHASING COUNCIL REPORTED
THAT PRIVATE SECTOR CORPORATE PROCUREMENTS FROM MINORITY
BUSINESSES AMOUNTED TO OVER $300 MILLION, MOST IMPORTANT,
HOWEVER, IS THE GREAT GROWTH IN EXPERIEMCE, SOPHISTICATION,
AUD DEDICATION OF MINORITY BUSIHNESSMEN THEMSELVES IN THE
PAST DECADE, |



MINORITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPHMEHT IS CERTAILN TO BE A REAL
BREAKTHROUGH AREA OF THE MIMETEEM SEVEMTIES, THE LAST
SEVERAL YEARS HAVE SEEN THE MOVEMENT OF MIHORITY BUSTHESSES
INTO A MUCH BROADER RANGE OF ACTIVITIES INCLUDING A LARGE
HUMBER IN MAMUFACTURING, A {{UMBER OF THOSE BUSINESSES ARE 0
A LARGER SCALE WITH A HIGHER PROFIT POTENTIAL.

I COMMEND THE EFFORTS OF ALL OF THOSE WHO ARE MOVING
MINORITY MANUFACTURING FULLY IMTO THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC
MAIISTREAM,





