
The original documents are located in Box 132, folder “May 7, 1974 - Statement, 
Senate Rejection of Aid to Vietnam” of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential 

Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



FOR IMMEDIA't'Z R?'LEl:SE 
TUESDAY, WfaJ" -:7,. 19 '/If 

CON'l'ACT: .• 
Paul Miltich - 456-2365 

I was deeply disappoLited in the decision of the Senate yesterday to reject 

the Administration's request for additional military assistance f\l:nds for South 

Vietnam. During a flight to a."'.ld frcm New York City, which had been delayed by this 

close Senate vote, I had an informal conversation with newsmen who accompanied me 

about the Senate's action and a similar earlier action by the House. 

I observed that in the present Watergate climate any votes by the Congr>ess to 

cripple the Defense budget or ccmnitments to our allies make it mueh more 

difficult for the ~esident to negotiate for peace. 

We need and want a sound strategic arms limitation agreement with the Soviet 
\ 

Union. The best was to get a satisfactory agreement is to maintain the military 

strength of the United States which contributes a principal part of our diplomatic 

clout. 

Every vote by the Congr>ess to undercut either our military posture or our 

credibility with our allies makes the President's task of negotiating an agreement 

that much more difficult. 
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