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AH IRTERVIEY WITH THE VICE PRESIDENT

BARBARA YALTERS: HNBC Newsman Garprick Ufley and
Ron Nessen are in ouy Hashington siudio now with Yice President
Berald Ford. And we are going to join them. Good moraing
again, M. Yice Prasident, Ron, Garrick.

GARRILK UTLEY: Thank ysu, Bavbara. Roun Hessea --
Mr. VYice President, Ron Hessen and I have 2 1ot of gquestions
we want to ask you, because I think there are many questions
that many people ia this country would Tike to ask you. And
tae Tirst one is, in the pasti you'va shown & ceriain independence
from the Uhite House on the Halergate issue. But last aight
in a speech at a news conference which we heard eariier in
this half hour, you said flatly the Prasident is innoccent according
to the Hhite House transcripis. Do you say this now withoul
any quaiification mhatsoaver?

VICE PRESIDENT GERALD FORD: Based on the information
1 have, Garrick, the answer is yes. I've always beliieved that
the President was innocent either of ihe knowiedge of the Halasrgate
incident itself and of the cover-un. And afier reading a good
bit of the transcripts, that huge volume, and afier reading
very carefully the news media reporis, I'm convincaed beyond
any doubt.

BTLEY: Do you think that the #Hhite House decisioen
nat to turn over the tapes which were subpoenasd, but to send
these thirteen aundved pages of transcripis to the House Jdudiciary
Comnitice was anm adequate response?

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: Im my Judgment., it was.
And 1 think you have to bear in mind that nineleen of those
tapes which were reguasted, 1 thisnk ainestzen out of Torty some,
were actually ir the nands of the committes, including the
yery famsus one of March 21st. 30 roughly half of the tapes
have been in the vsssessien of the commitise, and the trapnscripts
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that they have verify what was on the ninetesn, znd the other
twenty pius can be verified under the procedures set up by
the President.

UTLEY: 4271, the chief javestigatsyr -~ the chief
investigator of the House commiiice has said that thera are
some discrepancies, above all that some of the words marked
“unintelligibie” in the Hhite House transcrinis have been understoed,
or could be understood by the House committee investigaters
bacause they had more sophisticated equipment -- thess on theose
tapes which were already turned over. Therefore, some people
arz asking, members of the committee and others, why not turn
over the other tapes, and perhzps some of these unintelligible
words can also be found out and datermined?

YICE PRESIDERT FORB: I don’t think there'’s amy
raal probiem. IT the committee honestly believes that the
transcriptions presented by the White House are not totally
accuvrate, thers can be a procedure worked out so that with
the heip of perhaps better equipment or better transcribers,
the total amount that is relevant could be authenticated.

I don't think there's any probiem there.

UTLEY: Do you think the questios of authentication
must be 1imited %o the guidelines or the rules set down by
the White House that only the chairman and ce-chairman of the
House committee come down to the White House and listen %o
the tapes? Or do you think more members of the House, or perhapns
membe;s of the House commities staff couild also listen to the
tapes

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: I wouldn®t object, personaliy --
. .and this 1s my own view -- that perhaps ¥r. Doar and Mr. 3t.
Clair, accompanied by the chairman and by the ranking Republican,
could listen tec the tapes that they don't have aciual possession
of at the present time. I think that micht be helpful to clear
up any quastion of verification or authentication. 1 thiak

there is some flexibiility in that ares; providing, howaver,

there has to be the chairmaa and the ranmking Republican.

UTLEY: Among the group listening to the tapss?
VICE PRESIDENY FORD: Right. Correct.

UTLEY: Do you think the Yhite House would go along
with what you suggest here as a possibility?

VICE PRESIDENT FCGRD: I frankly haven’t talked
to them concerning this suggestion I've just made. But I think
the White House is truly interested in the toially factual
presentation in transcripts of what took place or what the
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conversations were. And if there’s a better way of verifying
it, I would say that the Hhite House probably would do ss.

UTLEY: One move question on the tapes. If ir.
Doar, the investigator of the commilise, anc the commitiea
chairman cam2 down, met with Hr. St. Clair and listened te
these tapes, would you think it -- would it then be possibls
perhaps for these men io take the relevant part of the tapes
back to the committees for techaical verification or perhaps
to use a more sophisticated kind of tape recorder to understand
those supposedly uninitelligibie words?

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: It seems to me that this
is purely a mechanicail part ¢f the operation. If there is
better equipment available, I don't krow why that equipment
ftseif couidn't be made available by the commitites at some
- agreed-to location. I don't think that's a matter of great
concern.

RON NESSEN: Mvr. Vice Prasident, the commities
Tast night did vote to send a Tetter to the White House saying
the transcripts were not a satisfactory response to the subpoena.
What happens next? Is the White House likely to s2nd thz tapes
now?

VICE PRESIDENY FORD: Frankiy, I haven't had an
opportuniiy since the committee made this decision to talk
with the White House. So what I'm saying is purely my own
observation. It was a close vote, as you know, Ron, twenty
to efghteen. So it wasn't a unanimous decision by the committee
by any streich of the imagiaation. I can't tell you right
now what the White House will do. But I would hope that within
reasonable guidelines, if there's any more way in which the
- committee could be accommodated, I would hope the White House
would sake scme adjustmants.

But I think you have to bear in mind that thera
is in the hands right now a volum2 of thirteen hundved and
some pages of transcripts, plus nineteen cut of the Torty some
tapes. 1 would homestly suggest that the committez delve iato,
read, analyze what they have before they make any further demands.

NESSEN: Well, you've said before that you dida‘’t
sez any difference between traamscripts and tapes and you didn®t
se2 why the Yhite House couldn't send the tapes. Do you stiil
frzel the same way?

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: 1 think there couid be more
flexibility. But apparently the White House has felt that
the procedure they have prescribed is a fair way of making
all of the informaticn readily available: the tapes, of which
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there are nineteen, the transcripts cn the remainder, and a
method of verification by the chairman and the ranking Repubiican.
I think this is a pretty good way of indicating a fair cooperation.

UTLEY: Baprbara has a gqguestion in lew York now.
Barbara?
WALTERS: Thank you.

Mr. Vice President, tast night in your speech,
you said that you had not read all of the transcripts, but
you'd listened to tha press, who always present the worst side
first, the worst report possidble. This sounded to many people
more 1ike Vice President Agnew than Vice President Ford. Do
you feel the press has been unfair to you?

YICE PRESIDENT FORD: HNot at all, Barbara. A&s
a matter of fTact, I've said many times 1 have good relations
with the press, as far as I know. He don't aiways agree.
But I've mever felt, in a personal way, that they were ever
unfair to me.

UTLEY: Mr. Vice President, the whole Yatergate
investigation, of course, has been a very emotional one. Up
till now in Congress, at least, In the House Judiciary Committee,
there've been afforts to keep it from becoming a purely partisan
one. In view of the close vote yesterday evening in the committee,
do you think the lHatergate investigation is going to bacome
a political, partisan issue?

’ VICE PRESIDENT FORD: I wouid hope not, because
- this 1s a very serious matter, the impeachment or non-impeachment
of the President. And for it to develop into a partisan issue
would get the House action away fTrom the facts.

I know there are socme veary good Democrats who wiil
not act in a partisan way on this serious matter. I suspect
there are some Republicans who feel very strongly that maybea
the President ought to be impeached.

Se what the House and particulariy the committes
must do is to take the Tacts, velate the facts to the impeachment
provision in the Constitution and make a decision on the facts.
If 1t gets into a partisan issue, I think thers’ll be & great
amount of disiillusionment among the American people.

UTLEY: You say now the White House has 1aid out
the facts in these thirtsen hundred pages. Ars you happy with
the timetable, that it came at this time and not eariier?
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VICE PRESIDENT FORD: I'ye said before, GBarrick,
I wish the HYhite House had done this many months befere. I
think if the White House had indjcated this before, it would
have besn a far batter situation.

UTLEY: Thank you very much, dr. Vice Prasident.
He'll be talking with you move in the rest of the hour.

He pause now for a statiom braak.

* 4 ®

WALTERS: WHe're going to rejoin Vice President
Geraid Ford in our Hashington studioc with Garrick Utley and
Ron Nessen.

Mr. Vice President, I'd Tike to start off by asking
you 2 question. There'’s a strong attack ageinst you in the
current New York magazine written by political columnist Richard
Reaves, who voices some complaints that others have said as
wall. He says that you've bean too busy traveiing around the
country, speaking for local Republican candidates., that you
haven't taken seriousiy the strong pessibility that you may
well be tne next President, that you're not informed esnsugh
on issues, especially foreign policy matters; and he quotes
you when you were asked how you feel about being a heartbeat
away from the President, as saying, "I don't think about it.®
And he says, "Well, think about it.®

: Hr. Yice Prasident, how do you answer criticism
like this?

YICE PRESIDENT FORD: 1 think twenty-five years
in the House of Representatives and nine as the Republican
Leader gives you a pretty good background on the issuss. And
a1l the time I spent in the Commitiece on Appropriations, listenming
to secrataries of State and secretavies of Defense, plus my
contacts with President Kennedy, President Johnson and President
Nixon, in my opinion, gives m2 a fair knowledge on the issues
and matiters of Toveign policy. And I get weekly briefings
efthes Tfrom Secvetary o7 State Kissinger or his top aide General
Scoweroft. I think I'm laying the groundwork Tor any additisaal
responsibilities that I'm called upon to assume. I donr’t think
I should sit around speculating on any additional respoasibilities.
I simpiy am prepaving myseif in & very practicail, down-tc-earth
way for any comtingencies that wmight arise. But I'm not geing
to worry about what might happen. 1've got a job %o do and
I'm going to do it.

WALTERS: How often do you meet with the President,
Mr. ¥ice President; how often does he brief you?
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VICE PRESIDENT FORD: UWell, that varies, because
ne's very busy and I am also quite busy. I see him at Hational
Security Council meetings, domestic council meetings, and a
variety of other gatherings with the joint leadership. I talk
w!%h him on the phcnes I can't say every day we do 1t. But

whenevar 1 wani %o see him, it's always besn an open door.
And we have a very good rappori, and 1 don't Horesy whetaer
I talk to him every day at a certais time. 1 don’t think that's
very practicai.

UTLEY: Hr. Vice President., you may nof speculate
about your political future, but many other pecpie are speculating
about it. Do you think that i7 you wevre called io assume the
presidency, one way or the other, you would feel prepared for
1t? Every man who, I think, approaches the Hhite House has
to ask himself the guestion, can I do it? 1It's a biuni quastion
but it’s one that everybody has to ask themselves, I think.

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: Imn my honest judgment, if
I were thrust into a pssition, 2 position higher than this
one, I think I’m fully prepared both on the issuss and on the
capability of giving leadership. Aad so I have no hesitancy
to say that I'm ready for whatever happens or transpires.

UTLEY: Are you anxious, are you ambitious?

YICE PRESIDEHNT Fﬂﬁﬁ: ot at all. 1 have repeatedly
safd that I have no intention of being a candidate in '76,
and I den't expect to be Presidant between now and January
20th, 1977. B8ut I'm ready for whatever contingencies might
take place.

S UTLEY: 1It's a rave political giguré who isn't
bitten eventually by the preaadentéal bug. Do you think you
can resist this bug?

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: I certainly have so far.
And 1 have no reasen to believe that I would change in thatl
regard.

UTLEY: Getting back to the question of tha White
House transcriplts. One thing that impressed me im reading
them, especially March 2ist, last year, the crucial day on
which President Nixon says he learned for the first timez in
detail about Watergaie from John Dean, and a number of White
House meetings with Dean, the Presideant and other of the President’s
aides, one thing came through to me, and that is there're aill
kinds of plans, tactics, technigues discussed as %o how io
handle this explosive situation. The one thing that was not
realiy considered by the President was to come -~ if I may
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phrase it this way, to come clean, to Tire everybody whs appareatly
was invoived in tnis or tainted by it, go to the pubiic and

say "I have discovered this; they are ocut; I prasent my case

to you." This is the ona thing that was not thera.

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: Well, let’s talk about the
Harch 21st tape, which the commititee has, incidentally. Or
that occasion, ths President told John Dean to go up to Camp
David and to write a full repori, everything Jdohn Dean knew
about Watergate. And John Dean, up to that point, had the
full responsibility. Also in that twenty-first meeting between
Dean and the President, and also Haideman, Dean said to the
President that he, the President, didn't know a lot of things
about Hatergate and that it was Dean's responsibility now teo
come claan to the President. And in that meeting. Dean firally
toid the President many things., and this shocked the President.
And that's why he sent Dean up to Camp David to write this
report.

At the same meeting, the President tolid Ehriichman
to start gatting into the matter. Dean went to Camp David
and never wrote the report that the President ordered him to
write. And when that happened, then the President really gave
John Ehrlichman the full responsibility. And at the same time,
the President made a decision to work with Mr. Kieindienst,
who was then Attorney General. And when it was decided that
Mr. Kleindienst might have some conflict of interest, it was
subsequently determined that the responsibility in the Department
of Justice should be turned over to iHr. Petersen, who was z
career emplioyee and a registered Demscrat.

So the President, having been told he didn’t know
everything, because Dean admitted that, then fook a course
of action which said "I want everythaﬁg known to me either
from the Department of Jusiice or from Joha Dean.®

UTLEY: Well, this is one of the things that is
subject to debate and interpretation, because wher I read the
tapes my impression was that the President wanted Dean 10 write
this veport, but more as a techaical ploy, if I may use that,
something the White House could then put out saying that Hr,
Dean has reported %o the President; he has Tound "A," "B" and
“C," thus and so; and that is it. It did not seem to me, in
my veading -- everybody has te make up their own minds -- that
this was really an effort to get to the botiom of everything.
And this 1s why I still repeat this question -- and you have
already answered jt. But I arnd some other penplie Teel that
the one question that was not entertained by the President
vas just complietely coming cisan. But this is something I
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VICE PRESIDENT FORD: But I think you have to read
the subsequent transcrinis, &s weli, in order to answer the
guastion you've vrajissd. And I would agrae that that Harch
21st meeting isn’t as clear-cui as I'm sure the Prasident would
14ke it if he was re-writing the script. But the President
fater -- in some of the later conversations in the Hhite House
told every member of the White House staff that they should
come clean, they should go %o the grand jury and tell the truth,
which they subsequentiy did. And furthermore, the President
didn't know -- and this was a very sad thing -~ that Mr. Dean
had conspired with Mr. Hagruder to sead Mr. Magruder down to
the grand jury and 1ie. HNow Mr. Dean, in participating inm
that, I think undercuts his own credibility.

UTLEY: Mr. Vice President, we®ll continue im just
a moment. But now foyr a message from Barbara.

WALTERS: He'1l be back after this message. Garrick...

* - =

WALTERS: Mvr. Vice President, to foliow up on two
of Garrick's questions, it was not until these transcripts
were released that the President has come, sc to speak, compietely
clean on such topics as the hush money and the reasons for
payment for it. And also it’s been revealed that he tried
to block John Dean from having immunity which might make Mr.
Dean speak more freely.

Do these seem to you 1ike encouragemenis towards
total disciosure?

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: HWell, as I recall that part
of it, Barbara, Henry Petersen, who was the part of the Depariment
of Justice who had baen given this resporsibility, raised the
question with the President that ~- on whether or not dr. Dean
should be given immunity. This was a very serious maiter,
because Mr. Dean's testimony, according to Mr. Petersen, was
vigy important in the prosecution against Mr. Magruder and
others. . -

So 1t was not 2 clear-cut issue. And the President
was getting advice Trom the top person in the Department of
Justice who had the responsibility.

NESSEN: HMvr. Vice President, there ara, of course,
ambiguities in the March 2ist transcript. But there are some
things in which there are no ambiguities. For imstance, Dean
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tells the President that blackmail has already beer paid.

He says *That 15 an obstruction of justice." He uses that
exprassion. And he says it was by Haldeman, Ehriichman, Mitchell
and Dean himself¥.

Thare's no ambiguitly that Deam %Zold the President
that Krogh, Magruder amrd Povier had committed perjury before
the grand jury. There is no ambiguity that Ehriichman told
the President that the Elisberg break-in could possibly ead
to a mistrial. And there’s no ambiguity that the President
sits thers and says "Hhen you go before the grand jury, maybe
you couid say ‘I don’t recall.’®

How, all of these seem to be crimes, Telonies.
And yet the President did not repori them to anybody. As 2
}awyer. is it not a crime to know about a crime and nct report
t?

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: Uell, I think you have to
takes what you've said in the proper context. The President
was told these things. But he didn't have the factual information
in hand, in writing. And he sent John Dean ¢p to put all of
this in writing, told him to go to Camp David and to comz back
with a full report.

Now, rather than just reiy on a conversation, I
think it's a responsible position for the President to tell
the man who had charge of this, John Dean, to give him something
in writing, not jJust a conversatien. And, unfortunately, Mr.
Dean didn't go through with that, didn't give the President
that report.

MESSEN: WHell, 1T somabody came to you and said
a member of youy staff had committed perjury, or if 2 member
of your staff came to you and said that blackmail had been
paid to keep somebody from ielling something about you, would
you go %o 3 court, to a judge, to the Justice Depavtment and
tell them that a crime had been commiited, as the law requires?

VICE PRESIDENT FCORD: Well, isn't it proper to
assume that the President first teld his man that had charge
of it to give it to him in weiting. But, seceadly, isn't 1t
proper for the President, as he did, to get hold of iHr. Kleindienst,
who was the Attorney General, and to discuss how they shouid
proceed s¢ the whoie matter couid bs laid on the tabie, so
to speak, as Tar as the court and the Department of Justice.

MESSEN: %ell that was a month later on April i5th.

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: But it was in the pericd
that Mr. Dean was supposed t0 be giving him the report im weriting.
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And it was in that period that afier Hr. Dean failed that Mr.
Ehrlichman was given the full responsibility...

NESSEHN: ‘th would the President give the responsibility
for dnvestigating crimes ¥9 2 man who he had b2en told had
committed a crime?

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: Welil, it hadn't been proven.
And Hr. Ehrlichman was one of his very top pesple. Aad he
was toid to pull the facis together so they could sit down
with the Department of Justice and give the full story to the
Department of Justice, which they did with Mr. Kleindiest,
first. and, subsegquently, with Wr. Petersen.

I thiak you have to bear in mind that you don't
act instantaneously, because you have to get the facts. And
all Mr. Dean said was in words, not in writing. And I think
something as serious as this ought to be in writing before
me or before a Prasident.

NESSEN: Well, more generalily, d5 you have, after
reading what you've read and after reading the news reporis,
any doubts, any doubts at all about any actions by the President?
Do you have any questions about the propriety ef the way the
President handied any of this?

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: I think as ycu re-play the
whole scemario, going back to Jume 17th, 1972, that the Hhite
House, ncluding the President, could have been more forceful
in bringing the people Trom CRELEP into the White House and
saying, “Now, look here. Something's gone wrong. I want to
get to the bottom o7 ft. And you betier tell me the Tull story."

low as I read the transcripts, it seems to me that
- there was some delay. B8ut as I think you alse have to agree,
the President was given the full story, even uader the present
circumstances... '

UTLEY: Barbara, do you have a2 guestion?
WALTERS: Yes.

Just to change the subject in the minute that we
have left, you were recentiy embarrassed perhaps, Mr. Vice
Presideat, becaus2 of your usual bluntness and honestiy when
you describad what might be your cabinet if yecu were a Yice
President [sic]. VYou said that you would keap Secretary of
State Kissinger, that you would vire Ron Hessea [sfc] znd the
Secretary of Defense James Schiesinger. WHould you comment
on this and t2ll us why you would not wanit te keep tha Secretary
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of Defense?

VICE PRESIDENT FCRD: Well, realiy, Barbara, I
never said that I would fire Jim Schiesinger. As a matter
of fact, 1've repeatediy said I thought he was an excellent
secratary of Defense. But I did say, and I think it's a Tact,
he hasn't had the best relations with Capitol Hi1l, the House
and the Senate. That's a fair criticism, and Jim Schlasinger
hasn't minded or objected.

UTLEY: Mr. Vice President, thank you very much
for being with us this morning during this entire hour.

VICE PRESIDENT FORD: Thank you very much.
UTLEY: HNow back to Barbara.
WALTERS: Thank you, Hr. VYice President. There

were a 1ot of questions to you, and you were very kind and
agreeable to come in and answer them openly to us.





