
The original documents are located in Box 131, folder “Mar. 30, 1974 - Speech, 
GOP VIP Reception and Dinner, Clearwater, FL” of the Gerald R. Ford Vice 

Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 

materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
 



' noon. na.ti, !-A. 

340 PAGES * 

. St. Ptttlr'lllllr9 Tl,,. P'llalO 
~ ·..-ver Trl1111 . : , · ' 1 

Florida'1 Be~ Newipaper 
'"'' MUNTHLY. HONJ:-DE\.IVEaEC', 

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 1974 35CENTSACOPY 

I 

Ford Lays losses 
TO Cliqu t .. 'CREEP' 
Ford forges independent course, 

19-A 

By WALTER \VUJlFEL 
SI. P'ettn1111r1 Times POllHcal Writer 

CLEARWATER - There must be no more 
"elite guard of adolescents like 'CREEP' in 
the RepUbucan Party's tuture," Viee President 
Gerald R. Ford told a Republican crowd Satur­
day night. 

Ford blamed CREEP, the Committee for' 
the Re-E1ection of the President, for failing 

.All Smiles-For Now 
U.S.· Sen. Edwanl J. Gumey and 

Public ·Service Commlssloner Paola 
Ha\vldns 'embrace · (l~ft) during Satur­
day'• , GOP flUJd...ntsbag . dJnner In 
q~r: th.re, .. ~)'S after they. es­
changed ailgry wo~ .~ver her report-­
eel c.on1dderaUoa. fo~ a u.s.: Treaaury 
Departmea& job. 11.t'S. Bawkhut may 
oppose Ganey hi the Republican Sen­
ate primary, but Saturday night lt 
was all smiles. She gave him a pluk 
'smile' button and quipped, ''That's 
Round l." !foments Jater Gurney 
responded, "\\111 you love me In De­
cember (after the election) as you did 
ln March!" St. Petersburg Times Poli­
tical Writer Walter Wurfel lntervlew'i 

~!__~···~- ....... " .. 

to support President Nixon's landslide 1972 vlC* 
tory with Republican gains in Congress. 

HE SAID that jn the future all Republlcru1 
candidates "shouTd sign an oath not: to 11et up 
outside committees without the direct ap­
proval of the Republican National Commit· 
tee . .. . 
·· · :0 u ·there are any more cliques of ambitious 
adolescents who want to run our campaign," 
·Ford said, "iet the Democrats have ·them next 
time." 

Ari audience -of 950 pald trom' ·$25 to $100 to 
hear Ford address them in the.Qallroom of the 
Harrison Hotel. . . 

Ford faulted CREEP for divorcing the 
presidential . race fro~ . the Republican Party 
so that GOP' congres8Itinal candidates did not 
reap the electlori beri~f,l.ts of the President's 
long political coat tails~ 

BE SAID tliat fUnnnment .of Dem0cratic 
pre4lctlons that· the majolitf party will g-.un 
between 50 'and 100 seats Jn the 1974 election 
could tie "comparable to 1936,· when some at 
the. trends d.eveloped that had such an' adVene 
impact on our society.'' -~ .referred .to the · 
New Deal legfslat:ion passed. ·by overwhelmJng 
Democratic Con11'.e85lonal majorities during 
the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Ford's exhortation ror party unity and or· 
ganlzation was similar to an address he made 
earlier Saturday to the Midwestern ,Republi· 
can Conference lri Chicago. .. · 

After he was introduced by U.S. Rep. C. W. 
Bill Young, the Pinellas Republican, Ford 
called Pinellas County the cradle of the re­
$Urgence of .Republlcanl$m in Flori~. 

(See ··IS-A) .... 
·r ' , ~.;....__ 

SI. Pehtsburg Tl~ Phalo !If Wl!tvtr Trljlp 

Ford Speaks Aft,r ,~rrival In .PiMJJos 
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CLEARWATER.:..fil!._N ___ s_unday, MJrchJ_t, 1974 

Ford J' isparages 
lmpaacJ1ment Vote 
r- -
, 

--- ~-- ,., . ........_._.. . .. .....,._ .,.~ 

.,. .,. 
• 1 •.• 

Ry MARK SABLEMAN 
Sun Staff Writer 

, Vice President Gerald R. Ford took 
issue Saturday with recent predicUons 
by Senators Mike Mansfield and Charles 
Percy that there are enough ·votes to 
impeach President Nixon, saying that 
Impeachment would be voted o.nly "on a 
partisan basis or on a peripheral issue;'' 

. . 

.• 

. .... 

S- lto•ff ~ ... ty Dtc• WI 

Ford Hos Kind Words For Bill Young 

Ford spoke at a brief press conference 
at Clearwater-St. Petersburg Airport 
after his arrival in Clearwater Saturday 
afternoon. He was greeted by about 60 
\veil wishers at the airport, and joined by 
Rep. C.W. Bill Young, R-St. Petersburg. 

"If the vote (on impeachment) was on 
tbe basis of the facts, the charges, and 
the evidence, I don't think there are 
enough votes. I don't think there are 
sufficient grounds for impeachment," he 
declared. 

However, the vote might turn against 
President Nixon "if it gets off on a 
partisan basis or on a peripheral issue,'! 
Ford said. 

Ford avoided taking a position on 
President Nixon's actions in complying 
with the House Judiciary Commitee, 

, which Is investigating impeachment. 
But he said he has encouraged the 

President to make available as quickly 
as possible tapes and documents 
relevant to the commitec's inquiry. 

"I think that in the final analysis there 
can and probably will be a compromise 
that's satisfying to both the commitee 
and Nixon," he added. 

On other issues, Ford disdalmed 
Wa terga tc-type corruption as a · 
Republican Party responsibllitY.. 

He repealed a proposal he offered 
earlier in the day In Chicago al\a con-

Sao FORD, Pog• 1·A I _ __ ..., ...... ___ ...,_ _ ___..,_. __________ . __ _ 
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Paula Hawkins, Sen. Gurney In Festive Mood 
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2·8 - St. Petersbur9 Times, Saturday, March 3_0, 1974 

Ford 
Visits 

._ 

To Suncoast 
By WALTER WURFEL 

St. Pelers'""9 TilllH Political Wrll"' 
The Suncoast will be on the 

receiving end of a flurry of 
Republican politicking today. 

Vice President Gerald R. 
Ford is scheduled to arrive in 
mid·afternoon. He will hold a 
news conference and address 
a Pinellas County Republican 
fund-raising dinner at the 
Fort Harrison Hotel in Clear­
water. Diners will pay up to 
$100 each. 

U.S. Secretary of the Interi· 
or Rogers C. B. Morton will 
arrive this m o r n i n g in 
Tampa. He will be featured 
speaker tonight at the annual 
Hillsborough County P..epubli· 
can Lincoln Day Dinner at the 
Downtown Holiday Inn. Mas­
ter of ceremonies for the 
$7 ~per-plate dinner will be 

Hillsborough County Elections 
Supervisor James Sebesta. 

Sen. Edward J. Gurney, 
R·Fla., who arrived in Tampa 
Friday, plans to walk through 
Tyrone Square Mall today, 
sqaking hands with the public, 
starting at 12:30 p.m. 

· This evening Gurney will at­
tend the Republican dinner 
for Ford as will U.S. Rep. 
C. W. Bill Young, R-Fla. 
Young represents most of Pi· 
nellas County. · 
O~er notable Republicans 

from around Florida expected 
to attend are State Party 
Chairman L. E. "Tommy" 
Thomas; Public Service Com­
m1ss1oner Paula Hawkins; 
and Jerry Thomas, the unan­
nounced Republican candidate 
for governor. 

~~~-·-- ·--- -----r-

-- - -- · ·-- -

. :J' 
:.3 

GERALD FORD 
••• Cleam-ater speaker. 

ROGERS ~IORTON 
••• talking in Tampa. 

SEN. EDWARD GUR!l.'EY 
••• attftlding G-OP affairs. 

.. 
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St. Petersburg lnd!p1odenl Friday, Mardi 29, 197.e 

President's Rumored 
.Visit Brings Denials 

• If you've heard rumors President Nix<m might visit Pinellas County this 
weekend, you probably shouldn't get too excited. ' . 

Word this morning from the White House is that the President plans to fly to 
Key Biscayne sometime today, but is not scheduled to visit Pinellas. 

I 

Unconfirmed reports in Washington yesterday hinted Nixon might be a sur• 
: prise replacement for Vice President Gerald R. Ford, who is scheduled to speak 
·Saturday night at a $500-a-plate Republican fund· raising dinner at Clearwater's 
:Fort Harrison Hotel · . 

"I'm sure that's just a rumor," said Ford's scheduling secretary this morning. 

• A spokesman for Rep. C. W. Bill Young's office said the report "bas no sub­
·stance to il" 
' 
• However, Pinellas Republican Executive Committee Chairman Ed Kiefer ., 
: wouldn't rule. out the possibility of a Nixon visit to replace Ford as the speaker. 

''Gerry is making a speech in Chicago Saturday morning and then he flies in 
. here Saturday afternoon. That's a little hard on the man, and it could be true the 
President would fly in. 

"We're all up in the air until we definitely hear from them." · . . . 
: Ford is ~cheduled to arrive at the St. Petersburg • Clearwater International 
• Airport 2:20 p.m. Saturday. There will be a press conference at the airport at 2:30 
: p.m., with the dinner set for 7:30 p.m. Ford is expected to speak between 8:30 p.m. 
: and 9 p.m. / 

Ironically, the Fort Harrison dining room was cited Monday by the Pinellas 
: County Health Department for several sanitation violations. (See story this page.) , 
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Florida's Best New$p~ .. 

~· PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, FRIDAY, MARCH 29 1974 
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~: Nixon. Cofning To ~inellCs?~ 
l There were .unconfirmed reports in Wash· 
: lngton Thursday that President Nh:on might 
1visit Pinellas County this \\•ccl<en.d, The St. Pc­
, tersburg Times learned Crom n. Wasltingfon 

I 

.:\ 

! squrcc Thursday night. . 
t According to the source, t~o P~esid'cut 
f might be o. surprise rcplo.ccment for Vice 
• J.>reshlcut Gerald B. Ford, who ls schcdulCd to 
speak Sn.turda~ night at a $:)0~a-plat-O Republl· 
cnn fund-raising dinner at the I?ort Harrison 
lloM in Clcanvntcr. 

Tho While House Press Ofllco would say 
'only "The President's 'rav~ plans for tho 
weekend ha.vo not been announced." 

.. 

B~t another source 1old The Times that or. · 1 
ders have been readied for Air Force One • ·~ 

.. and Air Force Two (which c:i.rrics presidential ' 
staff members and the national press) to fly to 
Florida. today. 

Rep, C. W. Bill Young, R-St. Pdersburg, \ 
said he had checked the rumor with Vice Pr.cs• 
ldent Ford who said, "U the l'rcsidcnt Is com· · ' 
Ing '1ith mo or instead of me, It's news to 
me." ' ., 

Anotlicr source told The Times that a NJxon 
IDght to Uey Biscayne tltis wcckrn<I Is virtual· 
Jy a. certainty and a Satur~a.y night flight .to 
l?incllas seemed to be more tllnn Jnst a rumor. 

., , 
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Ford 
PiMllu Times lllWtM 

CLEARWATER - Perhaps 
it's a- good thing Vice Presi­
dent Gerald Ford isn't staying 
ov.ernight after his scheduled 
talk this evening in the Fort 
Harrison Hotel to a $1()().. 
per-plate Republican fund­
raising dinner audience. 

The hotel's top accommoda­
tion - the Governor's Suite -
isn't available. It's booked for 

· . 
. . . 

the winter season, so if Ford 
wants to take an afternoon 
nap it . will be in one of the 
Fort Harrison's junior suites, 
a connecting sitting ~m and 
bedroom. 

Secret Service agents know 
about the Governor's Suite, 

·however, and every other 
nook and cranny of the 
10-story hotel. 

Several visits were made to 

--~---·---

-

X~Ray ·Hotel 
survey the hotel amt sur· 
rounding buildings as Ford's 
security force checked for any 
likely trouble spots in case of 
demonstrations or .other inci-
dents. _ ' 

Cleanvater police represen· 
tatives met with Secret Ser­
vice agents Friday morning in 
the Fort Harrison's Lemon 
Tree restaurant to go over se­
curity again. 

Although the hotel towers 
above other downtown build­
ings, except for the steel 
structure of the 11-floor Bank 
of Clearwater building. just 
topped out, rooftops also have 
been surveyed. 

Since the hotel is filled with 
winter guests at the moment, 
keeping Ford clear of the 
main lobby and other populat­
ed areas requires planning. 

,, Certainly, s~ty will be 
better than it was the night 25 
months ago when the Donald 
Frost Tra\o-el Agency, which 
has an entrance off the ~tel's 
patio area, was broken into 
through a thin wall and $1,300. 
taken from a locked desk. 

· It was the same night the 
annual Policeman's Ball was 

· being held in the hotel. 

The Fort Harrison does 
have a covered pilrkiiig ga­
·rage from which Ford can 
enter amt exit the hotel v.ia a 
narrow corridor and small el­
evator that goes up to the Pi­
nellas Lobby at the entrance · 
to the Fort Harrison Room. 
scene of tonight's dinner. 

Or Ford's party also can 
drive up to the second level of 
the garage and move directly 
into the Pinellas Lobby, un­
less security _leaders decide 
"what the heck, let's go right 

. in the front door.•• ' 

i 
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St. pet~rsburg Times Slaff Photo by ·Wt1ver Tripp 

It Was A Republican Day In Clearwater 
It was no place for a Democrat Saturday night at the 

Fort Harrison Jlofol In Cl<'anvater for. a Republican Party 
fund-rnlslng dinner with gm.•sts Vice President Grrald R. Ford, 
Central and South Pinellas congressman Rep. C. W. Bill 

. -·--· 

Young, R-st. · Petersburg, and U.S. Sea. Edward. Gurney 
heading the list. Young stood with Ford as Ford 1poke to 
about 950 other guests, who paid from $25 to $100 to attend 
'the function. 
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