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THE CITADEL, CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA,
MARCH 15, 1974

| DEEPLY APPRECIATE THE HONOR YOU
HAVE ACCORDED ME HERE TODAY. | HAVE LONG
BEEN AN ADMIRER OF THE CITADEL, ITS CADET
CORPS, AND ITS GRADUATES. IT GIVES ME A
DEEP SENSE OF PRIDE TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH
AN ACADEMY WHICH HAS SUCH A HIGH AND SUCH A
UNIQUE PLACE IN OUR NATION’S HISTORY, AND
WHICH PLAYS SUCH AN INMPORTANT ROLE IN
HELPING TO TRAIN THE LEADERS OF OUR COUNTRY.
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MY ADMIRATION FOR THE CITADEL IS
STRENGTHENED BY THE OUTSTANDING RECORD ITS
GRADUATES HAVE ACHIEVED THROUGHOUT THE
YEARS -- NOT ONLY IN MILITARY CAREERS, BUT
IN EVERY FIELD TO WHICH THEY HAVE APPLIED
THEIR TALENTS, rﬁiCEPT, PERHAPS, TO THE ART
OF STREAKING. | HAVEN’T HEARD ANY REPORTS
OF EXCEPTIONAL CITADEL PERFORMANCE IN THAT
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| NOW SEE THE POSSIBILITY OF A RETURN
TO SUCH AN ATTITUDE -- AN ANTI-MILITARY
ATTITUDE WHICH CAN DESTROY OUR BEST CHANCE
IN DECADES FOR A TRUE WORLD PEACE. AND
THEREIN LIES GREAT DANGER FOR OUR NATION,

ONLY IF OUR DEFENSE FORCES ARE STRONG
CAN WE CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THE COURSE OF
PEACE WE ARE NOW PURSUING SO SUCCESSFULLY.
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THE NEED TO MODERNIZE AND
IMPROVE OUR AGING WEAPONS
SYSTENS. |

THE NEED TO MAKE DECISIONS THIS
YEAR TO START ON THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE WEAPONS AND THE SYSTEMS
HHICH WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE
1980°S. £
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| BELIEVE THE THINKING CITIZENS OF
OUR COUNTRY AGREE. | SINCERELY HOPE THEY
00. BECAUSE YOU CITADEL CADETS WHO CHOOSE
TO MAKE THE MILITARY YOUR CAREER WILL HAVE
TO WORK WITH THE DEFENSE THAT OUR DECISION
THIS YEAR WILL PROVIDE YOU. YOU WILL NEED
SUFFICIENT POWER TO PROTECT -- THE POWER TO
PROTECT THAT ONLY AN ADEQUATE, BALANCED
JEFENSE SYSTEM CAN PROVIDE. éé““gx
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| AM CONFIDENT THAT IF YOU ARE

GIVEN THE POWER TO PROTECT, YOU WILL BE
ABLE TO USE IT TO PURSUE PEACE AS WELL --
A TRUE WORLD PEACE, A GOAL WHICH SEEMED
IMPOSSIBLE A FEW SHORT YEARS AGO. BUT I
THINK WE IN MY GENERATION HAVE PROVED TO
YOU THAT A REAL WORLD PEACE IS POSSIBLE,
IT CAN BE REACHED BEFORE THOSE OF YOU IN
THE RANKS HERE REACH MY AGE.
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BUT IT WILL TAKE YOUR DEDICATION
TO THAT GOAL, PLUS THE NECESSARY DEFENSIVE
STRENGTH TO ACHIEVE 1T,
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YOU MUST DEVELOP THE NEW |DEAS, THE
OIFFERENT APPROACHES, THE PERSUASIVE
ABILITIES TO HELP BRING A SENSE OF BROTHER-
HOOD TO A DIVIDED WORLD.




/

YOU MUST DEVELOP THE ABILITIES TO
COOL THOSE STRONG EMOTIONS THAT CONTINUE
TO STIR CONFLICT.
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IT 1S NOT AN EASY TASK THAT LIES
3EFORE YOU. BUT WHO IN THE CITADEL WANTS
AN EASY TASK?
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[F | KNOW ANYTHING IN THIS WORLD, |
KNOW THE GRADUATES OF THE CITADEL EAT UP
THE DIFFICULT, AND POLISH OFF THE
IMPROBABLE FOR DESSERT.
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| SEE YOU AS THE PIONEERS IN A NEW
WORLD. YOU WILL BE THE LEADERS ON THE PATH
TO A REAL AND FULLY PEACEFUL PARTNERSHIP
OF NATIONS.
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BY PLACING ME AMONG YOUR RANKS TODAY,
YOU HAVE DONE ME HONOR.

MY THANKS -- MY PRAYERS FOR YOUR
SUCCESS.



REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
THE CITADEL
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA
3:00 p.m.,, FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 1974

FOR RELEASE 4+ 2.00 Pallle, FR_IDAY \

I deeply appreclate the honor you have accorded me here
today. I have long been an admirer of the Citadel, 1ts cadet corps,
and 1ts graduates. It gives me a deep sense of pride to be assoclated
with an academy which has such a high and such a unique place in our
Nation's history, and which plays such an important role in helpiling
to train the leaders of our country.

My admiration for the Citadel 1s strengthened by the
outstanding record its graduates have achileved throughout the years--
not only in military careers, but in every fleld to which they have
applied their talents. Except, perhaps, to the art of streaking. I
haven't heard any reports of exceptional Citadel performance in that
sport.

After seeing photos of some of the flabby, saggy streakers
at some other institutions around the country, I'll bet that if
Citadel Cadets ever do start streaking, they'll be the roughest,
toughest streakers in the nation. I expect that like all fads
streaking will fade away, as did swallowing live goldfish in my day.

What endures are the values and the character built by
institutions 1like the Citadel -- institutions which maintain tough
standards and are proud of those standards and their toughness,
institutions which believe that insistence on high requirements for
physical and mental performance is the best preparation their students
can have for the future.

I said I have great admiration for you Cadets assembled
here. Just being in the Cltadel uniform proves you have an
exceptlonal desire and an exceptional willingness to put your mental
and physical abilities to the toughest test.

The record of the Cadets who preceded you, and who have
successfully surmounted the tests you are meeting here, shows
clearly that wherever the Citadel graduate decides.to apply his

talents he 1s already well ahead of those who choose an eacgler path

(more)
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of preparation.

And it 1is clear that this record of performance on the
part of Citadel graduates applies in areas far from the military.
I learned, for example, that a nationally prominent newspaper
executive is a Citadel graduate. So are some successful authors.
Citadel graduates are doing outstanding work in the field of medicine.

We even find Citadel graduates in the profession which is

endowed with one of the lowest national popularity ratings of all

right now -- politics. Governor West, Senator Hollings, and
Congressman Mann -- three of South Carolina's leading political
figures -- all are Citadel graduates.

That 1s a record of achievement hard to match.

From a purely partisan standpoint, of course, 1t is
tilted a little bit toward the Democrats.

Perhaps the Governor, the Senator and the Congressman will
'forgive me for daring to hope that the year he spent at the Citadel
may prove helpful to the newly-launched political career of
General Westrnoreland.

But in looking over the proud record of the Ciltadel
graduates I find the most important contribution they have made has
been in service to our country in times of crisis.

The Citadel clzims one of the largest -- 1if not Egg-largest
-- percentage of graduates serving in the military during the times
when our natlon was most severely tested.

Even now, in peacetime, the number of Citadel graduates
in military service approachzs 50 per cent of the graduates of the
past ten years. I find that to be a truly impressive record, a
record that I hope you Cadets here and those who will follow you can
maintain -- Or even surpass.

I can think of no more dedicated way to be of service to
our country and -- in the most important sense -- to be of service
to yourself, than to help us maintain an adequate defense.

One of my deepest and strongest convictions is that the
only way to a true peace lles in a strong defense. That conviction
comes from years of experience and study. At your age I lived in a
. climate that was strongly anti-military -- an atmosphere that kept
our military forces.below adequate levels, an attitude that found.

(more)
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this nation plunged into World War II lacking just about every vital-
defense need.

I now see the possibility of a return to such an attitude
—-- an anti-military attitude which can destroy our best chance in .
decades for a true world peace. And therein lies great danger for
our Nation.

Only 1f our defense forces are strong can we continue to
follow the course of peace we are now pursulng so successfully.

President Nixon's bold initiatives and Secretary of State
Kissinger's superb negotiating abilities have opened a door to China,
have produced new arms limitations negotiations with Russia, and have
helped launch negotiations which may lead to a permanent salution in
the Middle East. But this is only the beginning, the first tentative
step on the road to a lasting world peace. We need to keep moving
along that road. And in order to do so, we must have an adequate
defense.

That is why our defense budget for the coming 12 months
has 1ncreased -- this even though for the first time in ten years no
funds in that budget are earmarked for support of American forces in
combat.

The need for increased spending to strengthen our def->nse
is imperative. It is a need that is growilng by the week.

While we have been reducing our defense manpower and
cutting back on our ships and planes, Moscow has been increasing its
military spending. The Soviets are making a major increase in their
naval power. We now see Soviet naval forces operating in new areas
of serious international concern.

That 1s one lmportant factor in the need for more defense
dollars.

There are many others. Among them:

The need for more alirlift capacity, revealed
during the Middle East crisis last fall.

The need to modernize and improve our aging
weapons systems.

The need to make decisions this year to start
on the development of the weapons and the
systems which will be available in the 1980's.
All of these require more defense dollars than we have
been spending. If we don't spend those dollars, we will slip badly
in‘relation to the Russian military posture. If we do slip in that

(More)
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regard, we will slip in our ability to persuade the Soviets to limit
their arms or to stay out of some area of world tenslon. If we slip
badly in relation to the Russians, down go chances for world peace.

A quarter of a century ago, Jjust after World War II, a
nbted American scientist, Dr. Vannevar Bush, put into a very few
words the philosophy which should be a guiding principle of our nation.
Wrote Dr. Bush: "If democracy keeps and enhances its strength, no
great war need come agaln." For the past 25 years our great democracy
has kept and enhanced its strength. And I believe that if we continue
to keep and enhance our strength we can improve our effort to achieve
a lastling peace.

I belleve the thinking citizens of our country agree. I
sincerely hope they do. Because you Citadel cadets who choose to
make the military your career will have to work with the defense that
our decision this year will provide you. You will need sufficient
power to protect ~- the power to protect that only an adequate,
palanced defense system can provide.

I am confident that if you are given the power to protect,
you will be able to use 1t to pursue peace as well -- a true world
peace, a goal which seemed impossible a few short years ago. But I
think we in my generation have proved to you that a real world peace
is possible. It can be reached before those of you iIn the ranks here
reach my age.

But it will take your dedication to that goal, plus the
necessary defensive strength to achieve it,

You must develop the new 1ideas, the different approaches,
the persuasive abilitiles to help bring a sense of brotherhood to a
divided world,

You must develop the abilities to cool those strong
emotions that continue to stir conflict. .

It 1s not an easy task that lies before you. But who in
The Citadel wants an easy task?

If I know anything in this world, I know the graduates of
the Cltadel eat up the difficult, and polish off the improbable for
dessert.

I see you as the pioneers in a new world. You will be the

leaders on the path to a real and fully peaceful partnership of

nations.
(more)
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By placing me among your ranks today, you have done me

My thanks -- my prayers for your success.



REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
THE CITADEL
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA
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I deeply appreciate the honor you have accorded me here
today. I have long been an admirer of the Citadel, its cadet corps,
and 1ts graduates. It glves me a deep sense of pride to be associated
with an academy which has such a high and such a unique place in our
Nation's history, and which plays such an important role 1in helping
to train the leaders of our country.

My admiration for the Citadel 1s strengthened by the
outstanding record its graduates have achieved throughout the years--
not only in military careers, but in every field to which they have
applied their talents. Except, perhaps, to the art of streaking. I
haven't heard any reports of exceptional Citadel performance in that
sport.

After seeing photos of some of the flabby, saggy streakers
at some other institutions around the country, I'll bet that 1f
Citadel Cadets ever do start streaking, they'll be the roughest,
toughest streakers in the natlon. I expect that like all fads
streaking will fade away, as did swallowing 1live goldfish in my day.

What endures are the values and the character built by
institutions like the Citadel -- institutions which maintain tough
standards and are proud of thése standards and their toughness,
institutions which belleve that inslistence on high requirements for
physical and mental performance is the best preparation their students
can have for the future.

I saild I have great admiration for you Cadets assembled
here. Just being in the Citadel uniform proves you have an
exceptional desire and an exceptional wlllingness to put your mental
and physical atilities to the toughest test.

The record of the Cadets who preceded you, and who have
successfully surmounted the tests you are meeting here, shows
clearly that wherever the Cltadel graduate decides to apply his

talents he 1s already well ahead of those who choose an eaciler path
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of preparation.

And it is clear that this record of performance on the
part of Ciltadel graduates applies in areas far from the military.

I learned, for example, that a nationally prominent newspaper
executive is a Citadel graduate. So are some successful authors.
Citadel graduates are doing outstanding work in the field of medicie.

We even find Ciltadel graduates in the profession which is
endowed with one of the lowest national popularity ratings of all
right now -~ politics. Q@overnor West, Senator Hollings, and
Congressman Mann -- three Qf South Carolina's leading political
figures -- all are Citadel graduates.

That 1s a record of achievement hard to match.

From a purely partisan standpoint, of course, it 1s
tilted a little bit toward the Democrats,

Perhaps the Governor, the Senator and the Congressman will
yforgive me for daring to hope that the year he spent at the.Citadel
may prove helpful to the newly-launched political career of
General Westrnoreland.

But in looking over the proud record of the Cltadel
graduates I find the most important contribution they have made has
been in service to our country in times of crisis.

The Cltadzsl claims one of the largest -~ 1f not Egg'largest
-- percentage of graduabtes serving in the military during the times
when our nation was most severely tested.

Even now, in peacetime, the number of Citadel graduates
in military service approachess 50 per cent of the graduates of the
past ten years. I find that to be a truly impressive record, a
record that I hope you Cadets here and those who will follow you can
maintain -- or even surpass.

I can think of no more dedicated way to be of service to
our country and -- in the most important sense -- to be of service
to yourself, than to help us maintaln an adequate defense.

One of my deepest and strongest convictions is that the
only way to a true peace lles 1n a strong defense. That conviction-
comes from years of experience and study. At your age I lived in a
. climate that was strongly anti-military -- an atmosphere that kept
our military forces.below adequate levels, an attitude,that‘found,ﬁ'
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this nation plunged into World War II lacking just about every vital-
defense need.

I now see the possibility of a return to such an attitude
-=~ an anti-military attitude which can destroy our best chance in
decades for a true world peace. And therein lies great danger for
our Nation.

Only if our defense forces are strong can we continue to
follow the course of peace we are now pursuing so successfully.

President Nixon's bold initiatives and Secretary of State
Kissinger's superb negotiating abilities have opened a door to China,
have produced new arms limitations negotiations with Russia, and have
helped launch negotlations which may lead to a permanent solution in
the Middle East. But this is only the beginning, the first tentative
step on the road to a lasting world peace. We need to keep moving
along that road. And in order to do so, we must have an adequate
defense.

That 1s why our defense budget for the coming 12 months
has increased -~ this even though for the first time in ten years no
funds in that budget are earmarked for support of American forces in
combat.

The need for increased spending to strengthen our def-nse
is imperative. It 1s a need that 1s growing by the week.

While we have been reducing our defense manpower and
cutting back on our ships and planes, Moscow has been increasing its
military spending. The Soviets are making a major increase in their
naval power. We now see Soviet naval forces operating in new areas

of serious international concern.

That 1is one important factor in the need for more defense ..

dollars.

There are many others. Among them:

during the Middle East crisis last fall.

N

The need for more alrlift capacity, revealed *? mdw/f?
\»

The need to modernize and improve our aging -
weapons systems.

The need to make declsions this year to start
on the development of the weapons and the
systems which will be available in the 1980's.
All of these require more defense dollars than we have
been spending. If we don't spend those dollars, we will slip badly
Ins“relation to the Russian military posture. If we do slip in that
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regard, we will slip in our ability to persuade the Soviets to limit
their arms or to stay out of some area of world tension. If we slilp
Sadly in relation to the Russians, down go chances for world peace.

A quarter of a century ago, just after World War II, a
noted American scientist, Dr. Vannevar Bush, put into a very few
words the philosophy which should be a gulding principle of our nation.
Wrote Dr. Bush: "If democracy keeps and enhances its strength, no
great war need come again." For the past 25 years our great democracy
has kept and enhanced its strength. And I believe that if we continue
to keep and enhance our strength we can improve our effort to achleve
a lasting peace.

I believe the thinking citizens of our country agree. I
sincerely hope they do. Because you Citadel cadets who choose to
make the military your career will have to work with the defense that
our decision this year will provide you. You will need sufficient ¢
power to protect -- the power to protect that only an adequate,
balanced defense system can provide.

I am confident that 1f you are given the power to protect,
you will be able to use 1t to pursue peace as well -- a true world
peace, a goal which seemed impossible a few short years ago. But I
think we in my generation have proved to you that a real world peace
is possible. It can be reached before those of you in the ranks here
reach my age.

But it will take your dedication to that goal, plus the
necessary defensive strength to achleve 1it.

You must develop the new 1deas, the different approaches,
the persuasive abilities to help bring a sense of brotherhood to a
divided world,

You must develop the abillities to cool those strong
emotions that continue to stir conflict. 1;xwwx/;

It 1s not an easy task that lies before you. But who in
the Citadel wants an easy task?

If I know anything in thils world, I know the graduates of
the Ciltadel eat up the difficult, and polish off the improbable for
dessert.

I see you as the pioneers in a new world. You will be the

leaders on the path to a real and fully peaceful partnership of

nations.
(more)
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By placing me among your ranks today, you have done me

My thanks -- my prayers for your success.
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I deeply appreciate the honor yo accorded me

here today. I have long been an admirer of the Citadel)et
its cadet corps) and& its graduates. It gives me a W’
sense of pride to be associated wilth a%/Kéademy which has
such a high and such a unique place in our/ggtion's historg)
ﬂﬁd which plays such an important role in helpinéz?%ain the
leaders of our country.

My admiration for the Citadel is strengthened by the
outstanding record 1its gréduates have achleved throughout the

years.—zxﬁt only in military careers, but in ewvery fleld to

which they have applied their talentso !

CTE;;:;;‘perhaps,to the art of streaking. I haven't
heard any reports of exceptional Citadel performance in that /ﬁ‘hﬁgr'
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streakers at some e&w-biee other institutions around the country,

I'll bet that i; Cit del Cadets ever do start streaking, they'll
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What endures are the values and the character built
by institutions like the Citadel_f7Zhstitutions which maintain
tough standards and are proud of those standards/)zid thelr
toughnesi’

stitutions which believe that insistence on high
requirements for physical and mental performance is the best
preparation thelr students can have for the futuraglillh
Iséh&I have great admiration for you Cadets assembled here.
Just being 1n the Citadel uniform proves you have an exceptlonal
desire/}ggd an exceptional willingness to put your mental and
physical ablilities to the toughest test.

The record of the Cadets who preceded you, and who have
successfully surmounted the tests you are meeting here, shows
clearly that wherei&er the Citadel graduate decides to apply
his talents;};e is already well ahead of those who choose an
easler path of preparation.

And it is clear that this record of performance on the
part of Citadel graduates applies in areas far from the military.
I learned,for example, that a nationally prominent newspaper

executive 1is a Citadel_g#ifgfff;)

< So are some successful authors. ,

<Citadel graduates are doing outstanding work in the
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field of medicine.
We even find Citadel graduates in the profession which
is endowed with one of the lowest national popularity ratings
of all right now._7fblitics. Governor West, Senator Hollings,
and Congressman Mann -- three of South Carolina's leading political
figures -- all are Citadel graduates.

That is a record of achievement hard to match.

_] From a puﬂgiz;_ )

wlll forgive me for-daring to hope that e ‘§< 1€ gfk.;”; ,
‘E'ﬂé&ﬁﬁ%w may prove helpful
to tﬁgxqu%career of General Westmoreland

But in looking over the proud record of the Citadel

graduates)"

crisis.

r = Ehe Citadel >

not the 1arges€Z}ercentage of graduates serving in the military

one of the largest -«

during the times when our nation was most severely tested.

Wgen now }-ri‘n——peacetime, the number
of Citadel graduates in military service approaches 3gt£ér cent
of the graduates of the past ten years. I find thaﬁkﬁfﬁruly
impressive record, ,K'record that I hope you Cadets here-qleqévul
those who will follow you can maintain -- or even surpass.

= I can think of no more dedicated way to be of service



to our country and -- in the most important sense -- to be of

service to yourself, than to help us maintain an adequate defense.
One of my deepest and strongest convictions is that the

only way to a true peace lies in a strong defense. That conviction

comes from years of experience and study. At your age I lived

in a climate that was strongly anti-military._7xh atmosphere

that kept our military forces below adequate levels) ‘Aﬁ attitude
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military attitude which can destroy our best chance in decades
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that found this nation plunged into World War II lacking Just///ﬁﬁg
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Only if our defense forces are strong can we continue

to follow the course of peace we are now pursuing so successfully.
Preaident Nixon's bold in'ﬁia‘cim-retary of State
Kissinger's superb negotiating abilities have opened a door to
ChinQ;/ZEQe produced new Zrms limitatiOﬁi{SSiétiaéiﬁzf*:iSh EZ:
u\a..y Q
Russiﬁ) and have helped =Hit—-pesce negotiationgA}n the Middle
East. But this is only thg beginning) the filrst tentative
step on the road to a tzg( orld peace. We need to keep moving
along that road. And in order to do so, we must have an adequate
defense.
That is why our defense budget for the coming 12 months
has 1ncreased..77ﬁis even though for the first time in ten years;},—

no funds in that budget are earmarked for support of American

forces in combat.



The need for increased spending

our defense «liiG-
i1s imperative. It is a need that is growing by the week.
{ and

While we have been reducing our defense manpower
Winirsaciiomhosme—pews cutting back on our ships/ and planes, Moscow
has been increasing 1ts forces and its military spending. The
Soviets are making a major increase 1n their naval power. We
now see Soviet naval forces operating in new areas of serious
international concern.

That is one important factor in the need for more defense
dollars.

There are many others. Among them: —

The need for more alrlift capacity, revealedf}
during the Middle East crisig¢s last fall.

\

The need to modernize and improve our aging 2
weapons systems. —

The need to make decisions this year to start
on the development of the weapons and the systems
which will be available in the 1980's.

All Jthese require more defense dollars than we have been
spending. If we don't spend those dollars, we will slip bhadly
in relation to the % ian military posture. If w%5§lip in that
regard, <ge-Shdely wepslip in our ability to persuade the Soviets
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of@elf we slip badly in relation to the Russians,
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down go chances for world
A quarter of a centuﬂuigo,a}}%

Srné%gild ”%Er?dgh scientist, Dr. “amnevar

I beliéve the thinking citizens of our country-<iie
agree'm I sincerely hope they do. Because
you Citadel cadets who choose to make the military your career
will have to work with the defensqﬂ our decision this year will
provide you. You will need sufficient power to protect.irfge

power to protect that only an adequate, balanced defense system
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I am confident that if you are Eﬁﬁ%i;:& the power to

protect, you will be able to use 1t to pursue peace as well o———
/(true world peace) /ﬂ’goal which seemed impossible a few short
years ago. But I think we in my generation have proved to you
that a real world peace 1s possible. It can be reached before
those of you in the ranks here reach my age.

But it will take your dedication to that goal, plus the
necessary defensive strength to achieve it.

You must develop the new ideas, the different approaches,
the persuasive abilities to help bring a sense of brotherhood to
a divided world.

You must develop the abilities to cool those strong
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emotions that continue to stir conflict. s oo
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It is not an easy task that lies before you. But who
in the Citadel wants an easy task?

If T know anything in this world, I know the graduates
of the Citadel eat up the difficult, and polish off the improbable
for dessert.

I see you as the pioneers in a new world. You will be
the leaders on the path to a real and fully peaceful partnership
of nations.

By placing me among your ranks today, you have done me
honor.

My thanks -- my prayers for your success.





