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F'.R.OlvL: National Public Relations Di•rision, The Arneric2.n Legion, 1008 K Street, N. W. 

\'!a.shii1gton, D . C. 20000 

REJ'viARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FOH.D 
IN ACCEPTING 

THE AMERICJ\N LEGION;S 
DISTIKG DISHED PUBLIC SER VICE A WARD FOR 1974 

CONGRESSIONAL BANQUET, 1,YASHINGTON, D. C., MARCH 6, 1974 

Thank you very, very much, National Commande r G eneral Bob Eaton, distinguished gue~ 
at the head table, rnembe:r s of the House of Representatives , fellow Legi onnaires and gm 

Let me assure you that I arn deeply honored and it ' s very difficult to express adequately 
appreciation for this awar d . I am sure that vvhateve r merit I h ave achieved in getting thi 
a\.va::-d ca.me from twenty- five yea r s in the House , n ot in iive months as Vice President. 

But let ine say, as a twenty- nine year veteran of American Legi on member shi.p of Post :'. 
the Furniture City Post in G rand Rapids , Michigan , I (I have a couple of friends ove r tl-H: 
I have a l ways b een p roud of m y allegianc e to and membership in The Ame rican Legi on. 

I have kn.o"vn firsthand, as all o f y ou have , the w onde r ful things that The A merican Legic 
has do':le in the b roadest tcTms civically and i n a community way. Our_ activities, the 
l ength and the breadth of this country, · have c overed the spectrum in helping people, 
hel ping o rganizations , helping y o ur fellowrn en . A nd for t hos e r easons, a b ove almost 
anything e l se , each and every one of us should be very proud of Our 01·ganizat:i.on, 
The An1eric a.n Legion . 

I was trying to recollect , as I sat at dinner tonight , the people who have preceded me in 
the receipt o f this award . And, if rny memory serves me correctly, they include sL:.ch 
wo-:-u::lcr ful p eople as Se-r:ato-~· Everett Dirksen; Speaker _of the House, or fo r mer Speal::er 
of the House John :McCormack; the great Carl V incent, a rnen1ber of the House of 

. Represer..tatives 102· fifty years ; Congressrr,an Oiin Teague, who was for many years the 
C.b.ai.rcnan for the House Committee on Veterans 1 Affairs, and your last year 1 s winner, 
Congres srn.an George lviahon, Chai:nna n of the House Comn1ittee on Approprjations. 

This is a distingytished group of outshi.ncing A~-,-1e-ricans \vho represent all of the best in 
th s Cc1.ngres s iI1 rn y time . They cut ac1·os s the politicai spectrum. They \Vere n"lcn who 
focq:;ht fo1· what V/-3.S right in tlle.i.r opj.:.1ion, a.nd their identity '..vitb the purposes and the 
pro~>,;·;i .c"ns of The Arne1·i.can Legion \ '/3.S close, if not unani:.11.ons . 

I3t1t thi.s is the noi1~t tl1at I \ \/Ot,lc1 li1zc: to IY12..l(e .... f11e i\.!.0e:cica.n J-'egio·n recognized tl1ose 
m.t..:r ;>ec2.usc t~1f:y stood :or ·chc t~ ings tl10.t you h::;.vc stocd fol', which inc}ude, for exai-~1f)l 
go~::~ hc:ck histor :c:ally, ~::,ing back to tht: day::> il1 the interirn between 1920 and l 'HO , 1-h, 
.r'\l1Je1·jc2.11 Lc~io .!1 v.'d~.S 011c 0E"tl1e fe\v , if. ·no~ fhc on.J·y 0rgantz:atio11, tl1a.t l-1ac1 tli.e co-Ltrag -: <.1: 
fnr.:...~~~ ::~~1t to s;!_} · t~1:- :.~: \~/c \._,·cT·e }Yu1·.s-.._:ing tl·~e \Vrort;;! policies as f:tr tlS 11at:o:ia.l scc11rit"y \~:a:> 
c:rJ:1\··~·~tn(;d~ '~l.- i,;~t l;.'".:\S tb.c r~ ........ ::Lo(i OJ" ll1 (_~ i..'r Zi \":l1 ~)J1. it ~,;-,ras CC1.111rr1on p-r;-.:.ct.ice a.rtcl f-OT)U}.11.' 
... -...i"-.1;, -.~· Li;;;-. c 1 .-,~:\ '.f-1r·. i~·li111-- ., .. ,, t·n ';_'.CTliil,• Ol~~· ~ -1 ... r\, tr) ii()t· ln ,)1- f·\r CJL()ll~'11 i11 -"1(1-,.-...... 11c:• !-() ")'' ( !. ·' - ~ , ' ·' •' 1.<.. \. .... ' t ' ~ .... ~ • • . l .. ,, - - ~ .t ,_, ~ !... . .. ~ ~ ,,_ .. (._ ~ , • - .... .. - ' · · - .L ' ' 1 \. '· . . , <. :_-:- - (.._ • (I.. ' . • ' '" .,, .. ........ 

t~-i··. 1: ,_~ .... _.'\ .. ~r }'1·,. ·;.~~ (1]." zt--:~ .. -: t'CrZ"fl 11: ,-! r. i':·_t\Lrc. Il \,\','.,~) !:_" .)\,~}_,.i_ oct \t~:f -~cn Oll1' · ·1l -~.!!1JO \':~-r 

!'t .1 • • .. ?. · :i ln th·." :.'J..r ·-~-'"Y :=.:.r:(' t.1·' :- :~.-..··:- ·v,.·;t:-i c·._~t \'i ·c \ r .~nh~;L .·1 :-. _t~.Ll i / .. 



B ·.:t;:;__'h'f; Arr~crican L egi on , despi te lhe tendency i>1 the popnlar support .for rcclued-l;i;a;::i of 

O'~tr national sc(_:nr i t y forc es . stood st_cong, shoulder t o shoul de r, and fought good J 

fight, and when ou.i- problc1ns a r o s e in the la te 1930 ' s a n d c n lr:--ti nated in Peat- Har bor 
:.. 

~he i-\rne r ica n ~egion wa s ~.Ho"."en r i ght. And T he -~~erican L~~ion can look01-ck up9!1/ 

tnose hvo decaGes a s a p e r 1od,1n many re s p ect s , ol its g r eat e st h our . "'--.__/ · 

And then , o f c ou.r se , w e h ave had o ther p 2 riods whe r e The A meri can L egi on did thi ng s 

that '-.vcren't nece s ~> arily p opular a nd s tood fo r caus e s that weren't a hvays a greed to b y 

s orne o .f the cyni cs and skeptics. 

In the l 950 1s, T he A merican L e gion was in the forefront a n d took t h e l e aders h ip in a g ain 

say i ng , w e can' t i g nor re s e a rch and developme nt, VJe can ' t afford t o be shy in s eek ing 

funds fo r our mis sle systems and the lik e .. It \vasn 1t the n1o st popular position, b u t 

t11e Ln:; g ion again di G. tl1e r i gl-1t t11ir1g, des pite tl1e attitude of so.rrle ol tli.e c-ynics and some 

of t he skeptics. 

And n ow, in the 1970 1s, we 1ve gone through a traumatic experience, with a long war in 

Sou-:heast Asia, a ten or twe lve year war, the longest in the history of the United States, 

fin ally culmiEating in a peace agreement. We , in that period of time, spent billions and 

billi ons of dollars for a cause that in the minds of many was a right one, -and the 

achiev ement of what wa s done has helped us as we have rnoved ahead in the last twelve 

or fifteen months. 

But as v.re fought that battle, we drev.r down stocks, we neglected Tes ear ch and developme 

Vie didn't proceed v.rith some of the more advanced and sophisticated weapon systems tha 

we ne e ded to keep pace with one or more of our potential enernies . And now that the war 

in V ietn am is ovc1·, we D1.us t turn a new page and \Ve must find the wherewithal, the rnonE 

to r nake up for tha t period when we were spending. 

And t h at nev'.r page in support for the military establishment is imprinted on t h e budget 

subrnitte d by the President to the Congi·ess of the United States. It's there in black and 

whit e, it's laid out effectively, appropriately, and now it 1 s the responsibility 0£ the 

Congres s to step forward a n d to put its stamp of approval on a defense budg et tha t will 

provide the necessary secur i ty for the U n ited S t ?.te •:; and ou r allies. 

I arn optimi stic . I k now t he Congr ess h as a l ot o f g o o d sens e and a lot o f f ine people, c.n 

\.v }1cn the chips ar e do ·wn, t h e Congress will support a strong national security prog r am, 

not identical p erhaps, but in t he contex t of v:bat the Pre s ident has re comm.ended. Let 1n 

a,ss-.._-.__-ce y ou ~hat tl1-:; pe ople 1s names that I rea d off who h ave b e en t he win ne r s o f thi s 

wonderh:: l award i n the p ast- - Ev Dil'kscn, John 1v1cCorrnack , Carl Vincent, T iger Teagrn 

and George :tvlahon--they don 1 t h a v e any hesita n cy, a n d the i.r r e c ord i s c lear of n1aLing 

ccrtz,_i_n th;,_t An1.erica is s t rong n1ilitaril y , so that v;-e can enjoy t he whercvri thal that has 

b een the b les s i ng of An1eri ca . 

So I say to each a1irl c:ve r y one of you , as you go back to your h on-1es i n each of the fi.fty 

stab..~:-:. t"'.lat you think of the: p<1.st '-.Vi nners - -and the n arnes I h a-,'c rncntio n cd should 

i-r_cl_:;;:_c Les /u·cr:cls of lllinui:-3 , one: of the staJwarts i n the Congress £or forty son-,.c years 

\\rhc:11 ) ' ( ) Ll go l).1 c-1-: to ~fOll:!.' res1)2cti\·0 st:3t:es ar1cl ·yol11" 110111cs a11cl go b~cl .... to 

ycJ1-;r ~)c .. -.:~, do11'J~ sit L11crc·, do11 1t si.-~: cc111·l·1·:l;_tC':~11Lly, stoic:1lly , a.nd l~t the.;e cri.ti\s t::-L1':e 

()~-r.~ ;·~;lC'h ;-~~1 .. ~~ '-~" c1· y on,~ t)f ·yolt 

1...: ~ t ~ :. ,_ 1 i ~J t '/ o 1~ 1 _:·_· c1. :.., s (Jc i z:.. t c ::; i ~ 1 "''/ o 1_L r 

11--_;s \-\) tl" oL1~;.1 a~io11 to rn(·:.l;__c ce1:tain Lt!.2.i.. you1~ fcllo\•-.r 

110~-; 1·, thi:: p ·upl-~ \\'t.tl.1 \'· 1~·'):-n y·()lt \\'()J'l'~ "'_{()U.1: n.cigb.bors, 

• 



• 

un<lerst8c1d t11e critical necessity of supporting a rnilitary program like that recommende 

by the President. If you do your job as missionaries in the hinterland, the Congress wil 
respond and America '.Vill be safe as we negotiate and stand for peace. 

Thank you very kindly . 




