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REMARKS OF AVICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
lHtt r t A't'A_TRUNK'n TUSK CLUB f)r/V/\/E>e_ 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

'ryf' ~ .. ~ f<.l D~ 'f1 Pt.,ff( c fr/ ( 11 7 V 
n - I foR~El&ff.t A-'\ -, pt"'\ .. Eter1>/tJ-;f 

When you have had a job for a long time and give it up for a 

• 
new pos6tion, you always leave some projects unfinished. I was 

therefore interested in my successor . I wanted him to be someone 

who would carry on• with my greatest unfinished project - - - that 

of beconiag Majority Leader of the House of Representatives . 

I am very pleased that John Rhodes took over the Minority Leader--ship. If you have heard him speak recently, you know ..._. he is working 

hard to elect Ii,,ublicans to the House. 

It is appropriate that John Rhodes represents the First District. 

With him, it's always Arizona first. I know this because I worked closely 

with John on many projects in the House, We worked very closely together 

when he was Chairman of ~ican Policy Committee. I can tell 

you that he never lost an opportunity to plug Arizona, the people, and the 

sunshine . 

John has been constant in his work for the Central Arizona Project. 

If others have heard about it like I have, he is keeping Congress fully aware 

of the needs of Arizona --- for water use to benefit the State's future economy. 

You can be appropriately proud that John Rhodes was picked unanimously 

by Republicans to be t~spearhead in tlkse. It is a tribute to his 

qualities of leadership,A understanding, an<)fenchant for hard work I know 

it is hard work because I am familiar with the job • 

'J. 
hey were talking to me the other day about extending Secret Service 

prate ction to the Minority Leader. I said that I did not think it was necessary. 
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·~ 
"Oh, no, " they said ,"John Rhodes ~need protection. It's 

for his golf partners~' -11 simp1y do not see how a man so concise 

and accurate in Congress could be such a scatter-shot on the ~ol course 
'SflT 

John ~~a spray shooter on the goicours7 he is 

a real straight in Congress All Republicans can be proud 

that he represents us in the House 

Tonight I want to ••t emphasize how important it is to prevent 

the new Minority Leader from being stripped of the power to influence 

W1egislation . I refer to efforts 

bureaucracy of Big Labor in Washington...I••• to bring about a 

so-called "Veto-Proof Congress" . This means electing a Senate and 

House that can muster a two-thirds majority to override Presidential 

vetoes . It also means that we would witness the destruction of the 
iu>o-P1trt-r sy.r?C'M AND 7#~ $, op _ _, 

ra itiona c a ances, 

Labor bureau~ashington would Aize massive support 

to elect Congressmen who necessarily responsive to the 

rank and file of union membership nationwide but wh~1, 1.,.-

dd ·7 le the line of the union bureaucracy in Washington . Union members 

recall the great insight of Samuel Gompers who said that to tie labor to 

a single party was to follow the road to disaster . But the union bureaucracy 

seems to have forgotten Samuel Gompers . 
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~crtrQr rrig~ey ms"3:ld be nsed te dcfe8:t them . 9--
1 want a Congress that truly reflects all Americans)~cl tiing the 

members of unions throughout the United States . ~ I do not want a 

situation in Congress in which the labor bureaucrats in Washington will 

~ 
exercise more .-., power than the President . 

"Ri._.IP Congressman sm uld be beholden only to his constituents - - - and to 

---.... 
the whole spectrum of people -.ell:ii•-•1111 he represents . He should not be 

beholden solely to the • alf 8 1 ud self I !JI' tjp9 POU t of the 

Jmr?&l!:Ct 19 t1 t i·: u di labor .fio dodo' • .... 

l • 

We cannot transfer ~werfrom the people 

~~~~ 
o}\'5ureaucrats . J a J a l a 

to a special interest group 

This Administration has quest:io ned the role of the oil industry and 

de~ nde~countability . 

~··~~ abor~reaucracy 

We have at least the same right to question the 
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our two.party system • Such a Congress would not possess the normal 

Jegislative checks and balances. It would take power away from~ our 

traditipial ~~iiii••• structure of self-government and make the union ~x••~K 
bureaucracy in 

'TWJIJifJMi[lllJ?i?ilJUiilF?liF• .. Washington the~ repository of ultimate governing power 

Union bureaucrats could dictate policy without the agreement of the mil lions 

~ 
who pay union dues . Congress would be responsive to th"-bureaucrats, 

If the goal of a Co gress is reached , we will return to 

the rubber stamp Congress that Lyndon Johnson controlled i~a of the 1960's 

when spending and waste knew no bounds - - - and when the foundation was laid 

for some of our present difficulties . Instead of a rubber stamp Congress 

controlled by the President, we would have a runaway Congress controlled .. 
by the big labor bureaucracy ~the~ational capital . 

A Congress that lacks the give and take of the legislative process is in 

t rouble . It would be a ••• travesty on the system of checks and balances 

They will write the checks but we will not have the balance in our bankbooks . 

We would no longer have the item by item scrutiny that has traditionally 

protected the public through the vigorous competition of two viable parties . 

I fear that unwise - spending and the wild adoption of unsound 

programs would bring about a financial rampage that would not solve our problems 

~would escalate an inflationary spiral An unbalanced Congress will 

lead to an unbalanced economy . 
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It appears to me that the emotional climate prevalent in this 

Nation is being exploited by Big Labor to obtain a Congress subservient to it . 4" 

Such a Congress might find the Republican members so overwhelmed that 

there would be no balance remaining within the internal Congressional 

system. 

America has flouriahed as a free society because oft~ 

,...-
.>-9Ji.ea .... ~'£.J:l.ej•~~~-wi ........ balance of power inherent in the three branches 

of Government against the background of a~i ce witlin the legislative 

·w ==:!' balancy 

branch . If one branch is out o.f/harmon)lj , the is in trouble 

Thi concept of a veto-~gress would distort the decision­

makinf rocess, taking it away from the people and toward a concentration of 

b t . · th h d ~ <LJ e~ C · 1 · 
ureaucra 1c power 1n e an s o 1nanc1ng ongress1ona campaigns . 

lk8 8&) OSI J:i l• 1 tas 

...a1 >p31eics seiected tiy la"boebo1'?"Ciihi in Wazlziz;;tsa. TJa. JS1cu71aof 

w..m: !he nlifs"'Of c..,-;-;gtt •• to ..... o\bc•• g 1 tt;~~ 
I am confident that the American people will not be manipulated into 

surrendering, in effect, their full right to Congressional representation . C Ft 

I know that differences - - serious differences - - - ••• exist between the 

Congress and the President • But I also know that Congress is committed to 

-

resolving the impeachment issue through the appropriate Constitut'onal channels 
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lawful 
President' fl!/ powers by 

I want to preserve the Congressional system --- and the American 

system - - - - because I am proud to be an American . 

I am also proud to be a Republican . Therefore, I want to share 

with you my optimism about the future of our grand old Republican Party 

- - - and of our Nation.~ I believe that John Rhodes can not only ~ .... ,,. 11 ~ J4NI> ,,,,1.,._ 
command an effective minority in the House but also that he can become 

"' Majority Leader . 2222& 2 a y x 

Although I am concerned about the trends I have mentioned , I 

do not share the pessimism of those who sow doubt and despair . 

I believe in my Party and my Nation . I believe in the climate of 

peace that we have generated worldwide . 

We~ extricated ourselves from the war in Vietnam -- achieving 

peace with honor . 

We ~ liberated the brave men who for so long were prisoners of war. 

We ended the draft . 

We separated the warring parties in the Middle East , bringing the world 
back from the brink of catastrophe . 

We created a new relationship with the People's Republic of China . 

We arrived at a degree of understanding with the Soviet Union that would 
have been unthinkable 20 or even 10 years ago . 
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we cannot turn the clock back to what used to be. But we can move 

forward to a hopeful future. ~';pft+H.f~si=:l'S!llll!!tt•t•t•tl!l!ll' .... 1tc..:a-.EM 

rary emergency, we are taking 

meaA,ures. The thrust of our efforts is to 

We are striving to prevent shortages from hitting too heavily 

ndustries to prevent a chain reaction of unemployment / 

rkers whose jobs are outmoded will be retrained.,.hew jobs 

are being created in our ever-expanding technology. At.porary 
transitional gap has dislocated too many workers here d elsewhere. 

We regret the exis ng hardship and uncertainty. ~ave contingency 
plans that will be implemented to meet these cri~s. 

Beyond this pre-dawn darkness lies a new creativity for 

As lifestyles change, we ~build new communities and new 
types of housing. We will find new resou ces and new industries. We 

I will be busier and happier and}1ealthier than ever. 

Meanwhile, steps a~e being taken to ease the short-term 
problem of transition. W have taken a variety measures to assist the 
unemployed and temporarily dis ocated. We regret the egree of human distress 
and are doing everything we c n to a lleviate it . 

I 

nationwide there is a r eady supply 
----

(more) 
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Pecl2n 2 ls1'·t itcpe1 a~icnt cs meet; tihe ••'•'a. J I believe, as 

Abraham Lincoln did, that the proper function of government is to do 

for people those things that have to be done, but cannot be done as 

well by individuals for themselves. 

Our goals in the year 1974 are to: 

Surmount the energy crisis and build a longterm capacity 

for meet ing all our own needs. 

Promote lasting peace by nurturing the Middle East 

settlement. 

Maintain economic growth while winding down inflation. 
Stimulate employment • 
Establish a comprehensive system of National Health Insurance 

to provide medical care at a reasonable cost. 

Reduce Federal control and open a new era of achievement 

and responsiveness in State and local governments. 

Reform Federal aid to education. 

Achieve better transportation nationally and in each 

community. 

Begin reform of the present demeaning welfare system. 

Develop adequate safeguards to protect individual rights 

against intrusions of new technology. 

Through international negotiation, establish a framework for 

America to share fully in an expanding world prosperity. 

The time has come for the nation, the Congress, and the 

Administration to unite to move America forward. There is no ground 

for pessimism or a psychological complex of defeat. I say this 

particularly to Republicans. 

I believe in the Republican Party because I believe that 

faith in the individual is the only true foundation of our national 

strength. 

I believe that free enterprise and the encouragement of 

individual incentive have given this Nation an economic system second 

(more) 



(_) to none on earth. 

I believe the Republican Party is a party of vision, 

retaining those things from the past that are worth retaining and 

always receptive to new ideas in the task of building a better 

America. 

I believe we can win on merit and performance as we appeal 

to all segments of the population. 

And I believe that only through the Republican Party can 

basic American ideals become active and successful principles of 

government. 

Let us take a new look at ourselves as a political party. 

Let us see ourselves throughour own eyes and not through the 

perceptions of others. 

I am proud to be a Republican Vice President in an 

Administration that is implementing the objective stated by 

Abraham Lincoln in his Second Inaugural Address: To seek "a just 

and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations." 

And lam no less proud to be the Vice Presiden~dministration 
which is served by a brilliant House Minority Leader who is going to 

triumph --- in preserv ing the great traditions of our legislative branch . 

I thank you . 

# # # 




