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an executive authorized “to aid and assist in carrying
into effect the provision of this, my Proclamation.”

A great number of people joined a colorful procession.
The foundation stone for Ararat was laid; Noah addressed
the gathering and read the “Proclamation to the Jews.”

And then a strange thing happened: the world press,
except for Czarist Russia, published reports, information
and even the full text of the Proclamation. For an hour
or two the non-Jewish public listened to the appeal of
Mordechai Manuel Noah that the Jews, notwithstanding
that an “‘asylum Ararat” was planned, should demand
the return of the Holy City of Jerusalem and the
re-establishment of a Jewish Government. A lightning
flash told the world that the Jewish problem was a
territorial one.

The London Times published the full text of the
Proclamation—about 250 lines—and in its comment
Noah was ironically called “Mordechai Moses™ instead of
Mordechai Manuel.

Some of the Chief Rabbis mentioned in Noah’s Procla-
mation protested against his ideas: they were to become
the “Protest Rabbis” of 1825. Seventy-two years later,
after the publication of “The Jewish State” by Theodor
Herzl, “Protest Rabbis” again denounced modern Zion-
ism. In 1825 some people considered Noah “crazy” and
made fun of him.

At that time the Jewish population of America num-
bered about 3,000, of whom 1,000 lived in New York.
Twenty years later the Jewish population increased to
50,000. They came mainly from German-speaking
countries, not to settle in Ararat, but in “free and powerful
America.” Later the great Jewish immigration from
countries of stress began.

Noah, although disappointed with the Ararat project,
continued his activities for the restoration of Zion as a
national Jewish homeland and explained his views to the
Jewish and non-Jewish public. The Jewish people must
start to emancipate itself; the time for fulfillment of the
promises of the prophets was drawing near; political

events in Syria, Egypt, Turkey, and Russia would facilitate
the return of the Jews to their Jerusalem: the Jews would
purchase the land for the sum of 12 to 13 million dollars
and the rightful possessors of Palestine would again unfurl
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the standard of Judah on Mount Zion. With the co
operation and under the protection of England. Noa
predicted, the Jewish Land would once more be in posses
sion of the Jewish people. Jewish agriculturists from the
Ukraine, Walachia, Poland, Germany and from the
countries of the Danube, Dniester and Moldavia, would
re-awaken Palestine’s fertility.

In 1892 Colonel Albert E. W. Goldsmid, the “Chief
of the English Hovevei Zion,” was persuaded by Baron de
Hirsch to go to the Argentine to take control of the
Baron’s colonies. There he prepared the Jewish colonists
for “their return to Palestine.” Goldsmid used to say
“everything has a beginning, even the alphabet; it begins
with A (Argentine) and ends with Z (Zion). Noah’s work
also began with A (Ararat) and ended with Z (Zion).”

In his “Discourse on the Restoration of the Jews’
delivered at the Tabernacle on October 28 and Decembe
2, 1844, published with a map of the Land of Israe
(New York, 1845), Noah mentions his letters to Thomas
Jefferson, the author of the Declaration of America
Independence, and to President John Adams, and their
sympathetic replies to his ideas for the rebuilding of Zion,
Noah opened the illustrious chapter of American friend-
ship for Zion Reborn. Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams were the first American Presidents to become
Philo-Zionists, to be followed by every American Presiden
in the twentieth century. Mordechai Manuel Noah, the
visionary, laid the foundation stone of Ararat—but he
saw only Zion.
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ON THE WESTERN BANK OF SUEZ

E b L i adal s
Samson David Evans (Evan-Zohar), a Bnai Zion member,
shown here serving as a gunner in an American Patton)
tank on the West Bank of the Suez Canal during the Yom
Kippur war. He is the oldest son of Eva and Sam Evans,
a member of the National Executive Board of Bnai Zion.
Their second son Gideon is a student in the Yeshival
University College, and youngest son, Doron Arye is
studying in the Yeshiva University High School. The
entire family of five are members of Bnai Zion.
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50th ANNIVERSARY OF TURKISH REPUBLIC

How Jews Fare In Modern Turkey

TODAY, 25,000 Jews live in
Turkey. Twenty-five years ago,
when Israel was founded, there were
80,000. At the start of the present
century there were nearly half a mil-
lion. How long will it be before the
once large and illustrious Jewish com-
munity of Turkey is but a memory?

This attrition is not the result of
anti-Semitism. Turkey has kept the
promise she made when, 50 years ago,
her independence was recognized by
the League of Nations in the Treaty
of Lausanne. Then, minority rights
were granted her Jewish population.
They for their part renounced these
rights on being assured that the exist-
ing equality of all citizens, irrespective
of race or creed, made them unneces-
sary. And such rights, apart from some
few dark periods, have been and are
unnecessary.

This was a far cry from the days of
Byzantium when after visiting Con-
stantinople in the 12th century that
wandering Jew, Benjamin of Tuleda,
wrote: “So the Greeks hate the Jews,
good and bad alike, and subject them
to great oppression and beat them in
the streets.” However, when Mehmet
1T conquered Constantinople in 1453
he granted religious freedom to the
city’s not inconsiderable Jewish popu-
lation. Turkish Jewry experienced so
pleasant a life that by 1479 Rabbi
Isaac Zarfati dispatched a circular to
all Jewish communities in Germany
and Hungary urging them to come and
settle in Turkey.

The invitation was ignored but soon
after Turkey was to become a haven

The above article is reprinted from the
London Jewish Chronicle.

FEBRUARY, 1974

by Saul Buch

Modern Turkey is this year celebrating the fiftieth year
of its Independence. It is widely believed that Mount Ararat

where Noah’s Ark came to rest and the Biblical site Haran

where our ancestors Abraham and Jacob sojourned are

situated within the borders of modern Turkey. The follow-

ing article vividly depicts the situation of the Jewish

community in that country today and the friendly relation-

ships between the Jews and the Turkish people.

for the persecuted Jews of Spain and
Portugal. They flocked eastwards in
their thousands and by the beginning
of the 16th century there were nearly
100,000 Marranos in Turkey.

The 16th century marked the zenith
of the Ottoman Empire and the heyday
of Turkish Jewry. Joseph Nasi—the
Great Jew — and his aunt Donna
Gracia Mendesia were extravagant
patrons of Hebrew arts and wielded
such great influence at Selim II's court
that they made him demand that Pope
Paul 1V release Marranos, imprisoned
in Italy.

But in the 17th century a decline
commenced and continued until the
19th century. So much so, that Evliya
Celebi, the 17th century chronicler
of Constantinople, could write of its
Jewry: “Their youth are the worst
of all the devotees of debauchery.”

It was also during that century that
Turkey was rocked by the self-pro-
claimed Messiah, Sabbatai Zevi.

Returning to Turkey from Palestine,
where he was spurned by the rabbi-
nate, Sabbatai announced he would
march on Constantinople and depose
the Sultan, who thereupon promptly
threw him in jail. Exasperated by his
arrogance Mehmet IV offered Sabbatai

the choice of death or conversion.
Sabbatai chose the latter and em-
bracing Islam formed that strange sect
known as the Donmeh (“Convert”).

Today, there are no such colorful
figures in Turkish Jewry as Sabbatai.
The Turkish Jew seems to be losing
himself in hazy anonymity. At present,
there are no Jews in Parliament, let
alone in the Government and since the
founding of modern Turkey, Jewish
members of Parliament have been rare.
There are no outstanding Jewish fig-
ures in the professions, the arts or the
sciences. The Turkish Jew is in com-
merce: but then, who is not in
commerce in this cross-roads between
Europe and Asia?

HE absence of Turkish Jews from
T public life is not the result of
any repressive measures however.
Since the foundation of modern Tur-
key any outbursts of anti-Semitism
have brought a sharp reminder from
the country’s leaders that the 1923
Treaty of Lausanne will be imple-
mented. Thus, in the wake of the
death in 1938 of Kemal Ataturk,
Founder of Modern Turkey, attempts
to incite anti-Semitic disturbances were
quickly scotched by Ismet Inonu, the
new President. He revoked a police
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Greetings from . . .

CHAI CHAPTER No. 108

BNAI ZION

EUGENE S. KAPLAN

President

DR. BEN BERNSTEIN

IRA FRANKEI

Vice President

Vice President

DAVID ORENBACH

Treasurer

SELMA KAPLAN

ALMA ORENBACH

Corr. Secretary

Rec. Secretary

Past Presidents

JOE BROWN IRVING SCHIFFMAN
*

Dr. Ben & Pearl Bernstein Lou & Tillie Mazin
Murray & Rhoda Blatter Irving & Doris Nager
Joe & Shirley Brown David & Alma Orenbach
Bill & Barbara Bryck Mel & Sydell Rosenberg
Ira & Phyllis Frankel Irving & Charlotte Schiffman
Eugene & Selma Kaplan Dave & Estelle Silver
Abe & Sally Magid Saul & Bluma Swillinger
Mike & Barbara Mandler Dr. Joseph & Norma Vogelman

Mrs. Gussie Gottfried

IN CHERISHED MEMORY

of our
Beloved Wife, Mother and Grandmother

Gussie Gottfried

who, through Bnai Zion labored with unflagging devotion
for Medinat Yisrael and our people everywhere!

Joseph Gottfried

and the families of
Manny and Viccie Gottfried
Herman and Ruth Quittman
Rabbi Nathan and Claire Jacobson

































































































































































































REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
AT THE B'NAI ZION AMERICA-ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP DINNER
NEW YORK HILTON - GRAND BALLROOM
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
SUNDAY NIGHT, FEBRUARY 24, 1974
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ADVANCE FOR RELEASE IN MONDAY A.Mis T

It is with deep appreciation that I thank you for the great
honor you have bestowed upon me with the award of the 1974 America-
Israel Friendship Gold Medal. I will treasure this medal as a
cherished token of my commitment to the friendship of our Nation
with Israel. But I trust I have your permission to symbolically
share it with the Administration that I represent.

I have often heard that Zionism makes for better Americanism.
Accordingly, let me offer American Zionists some of my thoughts on
the evolving relationship between our own country and the State of
Israel.

We meet at an historic moment. This is the eve of Secretary
of State Kissinger's return to the Middle East. Dr. Kissinger is
now seeking the disengagement of Israeli and Syrian forces as a
further step in the process of peace-making ensuing from the
agreement consummated between Israel and Egypt for separation of
contending armies at the Suez Canal.

Dr. Kissinger judged very astutely the moment when Egypt
and Israel were both ready to go from a state of permanent
hostllity to a state of possible accommodation. He converted that
readiness into a formula that both countries could accept. We pray
that this can now be done with regard to the confrontation on the
Syrian-Israeli front.

I am pleased to note that American diplomats recently
returned to Syria after more than six years of severed relations.
This can only encourage partisans of peace.

We are, of course, addressing ourselves to the issue of
Israeli prisoners of war held by Syria. I recall all too vividly
the torment of Americans over the unknown fate of our P.O.W.'s in
North Vlietnam. Humanitarian considerations indicate that Syria and

Israel should exchange full lists of prisoners and that both sides

(more)
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permit Red Cross visits to P.0.W. camps. 1?

Dr. Kissinger has already conveyed some initial Syrian 1aé§§““”
on disengagement to the Government of Israel. The role of the
United States in these negotilations is not to impose American ideas
on the other parties, but rather to work with them to find solutions.
to the problems that block movement toward a lasting Middle East
peace settlement.

We remain hopeful for the 1lifting of the Arab oil embargo.
Our conviction is that the free flow of commerce facilitates the
economic stability of all countries and strengthens the cause of
peace. The United States wants friendship with every nation in the
Middle East. We harbor malice toward none.

This Administration 1is proud of the role it played in
helping to bring about the cessation of hostilities in October, the ~
Six~-Point Agreement to consolidate the ceasefire in November, the
convening of the Geneva Peace Conference 1nvDecember, and the
disengagement agreement in January. We are pleased that
disgngagement to lines specified in the Suez Canal agreement took
place according to schedule.

Dr. Kissinger's peacemaking 1s nourished by the new climate
that exists in the world. This is the climate that ensued from the
President's courageous lnitiatives in visiting Peking and Moscow and
from the understandings reached there and in subsequent exchanges.
This is the climate that flows from the President's extrication of
the United States from the war in Vietnam.

I am very proud that American diplomacy relieved the
dangerous global pressure point at the Suez Canal. Egypt and Israel
now have the opportunity to implement a scenario of peace, step by
step, in such manner as to build mutual confidence.

All the credit does not bélong to American diplomacy. A
large share accrues to the courage, goodwill, and vision of leaders
in both Egypt and Israel.

Dr. Kissinger's genius was in narrowing the distance between
the parties without imposing a formula from the outslde. He acted
as a go-between for the two sldes. This is far better than coercion
or pressure. It enhances America's moral standing with both parties,
increases our influence, and decreases the chances of American

(more)
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military involvement.

NS
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President Nixon made a commitment to provide the necessary
defense capability to Israel. He was mindful of the dangerous flow
of Soviet weapons to Egypt and Syria. The President kept his word.
There was no credibility gap in Israel when the U. 3. Air Force
rushed transport after transport of arms to Tel Ain during and
after the October war. To finance the airlift and other assistance,
the Administration sponsored a $2.2 billion emergency aid bill,

This Administration remains committed. to a military balance
to preserve peace.

President Nixon pledged in 1968 that the United States would
seek to impose neither arbitrary settlement nor unilateral
concessions. He said that we would use our good offices only to
assist the parties to the conflict to fashion their own settlement.
He kept his word.

I cite the record of the President and the Secretary of
State because I feel honored to be associated with an Administration
that began making peace popular in an area where anxiety and death
have stalked frontiers for over a quarter of a century. That 1s why
an award for America-Israel achievement belongs more properly to
others than to the new Vice President.

Let me say another word about President Nixon. Your
organization is greatly concerned over the plight of Soviet Jewish
citizens who want to emigrate to Israel. As he advanced the concept
of detente with the Soviet Union, President Nixon interceded on
behalf of Soviet Jewry. Some 35,000 Soviet Jews have found new
homes in Israel.

There 1s now renewed interest in the fate of Soviet writers
and poets -- Jewish and non-Jewish -- who voice dissent within the
Soviet Union. The necesslity for detente, as we conceive 1it, does
not reflect approval of the Soviet domestic structure. We look with
sympathy and great appreciation upon freedom of thought and
expression in all socleties.

I can tell you tonight that the United States 1s relieved
that the distinguished writer, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, has found a

haven outside the Soviet Union. It appears his wife and children

(more)
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will be able to join him -- bringing with them his valuable books and
papers.

I have great admiration for Mr. Solzhenitsyn as a creative
artist and share the sympathy of all Americans for his present
situation. We stand for universal freedom of speech and thought. Q}
We regret limitations imposed on these freedoms anywhere.

OQur foreign policy, however, is based on a recognition that
the United States and the Soviet Union share a special responsibility
because of theilr nuclear power. We have always made clear that our
search for a stable peace does not mean approval of their domestilc
system. The quest for a secure peace must and will continue.

It 1s my hope that negotiations toward strategic arms
limltations and mutual and balanced force reductions will be
successful in preserving the present balance and in further reducing
the threat of war. Meanwhile, the Administration has just presented
to Congress the first defense budget in over 10 years that need not
provide for the support of American forces under fire,

To have peace, we must have strong enough defenses to deter
aggression. A viable defense bolsters our diplomacy. The realistic
defense budget submitted this month reinforces the credibility of
American power.

We learned much from the tragic Middle East war last October.
Specific material shortages were brought to light during the crisis.
The new budget would increase our airlift capacity to deploy forces
overseas 1n time of emergency.

Our force structure is much smaller than it has been since
the Korean war. It has been reduced by almost 40% from the 1968
Vietnam peak.

Meanwhile, the Soviet Union is placing new emphasis on sea
power. Soviet naval forces are growing and are more and more
frequently deployed in areas of serious international concern.

Peace 1s our goal. 1Its achievement requires that we be
strong enough to negotiate with confidence. We must insure that our
goodwlll 1s not misconstrued as lack of will.

An era of peace is within reach -- for the superpowers as
well as the Middle Eastern countries. To reach that objective, we

have no alternative but to maintain a strong defense.

(more)
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The real interests of Arabs and Israelis, of Russians and Americans,
require peaceful coexistence.
Let there be peace for Israel, that land where the prophets
dreamed that nation should not 1ift up sword against natilon.

Let there be peace, as well, for the Arabs whose poverty and

frustration deserve better than missiles and Jets. L
Instead of the cradle of civilization becoming its grave, - é}
5 5 '\'\ /

let the cradle of civilization give rise to two peoples, Arab and R ‘//

Jewish, each in their own lands, with commerce and travel flowing
across peaceful borders, and with a new sense of mutual respect in
keeping with our dream of the brotherhood of man under the

fatherhood of God.

I thank you.
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