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VICE PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS AT WASHINGTON PRESS CLUB
CONGRESSIONAL DINNER, JANUARY 29, 1974

Thank you, '"'Scoop' Jackson, for that "'thrilling'' introduction.
And thank you, ladies and gentlemen of the Washington Press Club
for inviting me to appear here this evening.

I can't think of a more appropriate person than you, ''Scoop, "
to introduce the speaker for the executive branch of the Gove rnment.
After all, what better tribute could there be to our branch of
government than to have a man who has been such an outstanding
leader of the legislative branch still want to come over to lead
the executive.

I wish you luck, Scoop, as you pursue the Presidential
nomination. Not the election, mind you, just the nomination.

But just make sure you don't peak too soon. I understand
that there are a lot of oil company executives who would like to
see your campaign run out of gas as soon as possible.

But if the titne s hould ever come when ''Scoop'' Jackson does
move from one branch to the other, I trust he will be able to make
a smooth adjustment. I can testify that it's an exhiléating experience --
as any good new challenge can be -- that it involves some new

burdens but that it also brings new rewards, One fear I had at
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first was that my departure from the Congress after 25 years would
mean losing touch with some of my friends on the Hill - - but happily
I have been able to stay in close touch with many of them and I

hope to do even better on that score as I get settled.

I happen to think that I can keep the respect of the legislative
branch without compromising my responsibilities in the executive
branch.

People often ask me which branch of Government I think is
most important,

Personally, I believe they are all co-equal. I have to
believe that because I have too many sensitive friends in all three
branches.

However, I was interested to learn what another American
who served in both the legislative and executive branches of the
Federal Government had to say on the subject.

Unfortunately, since the fellow I have in mind was named
Harry S Truman, I can't quote everything he had to say verbatim . . .

Some of you may have read lately that back in August of

1962, President Truman decided to write a candid letter of advice



to President Kennedy. He didn't say much about the judicial branch,
but he had plenty to say about Me executive
and the legislative -- and also about the unofficial fourth branch,
our great and free press.

Here is what HST h‘ad to say to JFK about the fourth estate,
present company excluded, I'm sure:

", . . don't let those damned columnists and editorial writers

discourage you, ' he wrote.

Then he went on to discuss the Congress vis-a-vis the Presidency.

"The President is just as great as the Congress,--'" Harry Truman
wrote, ''and really greater -- when he exercises his Constitutional
Prerogatives, !

Then old Harry gave JFK some advice on how to deal with the
Congress:

", ., . meet 'em, cuss 'em and give 'em hell , . ., "

Well, times change, and I don't pretend that I ever saw
eye to eye with Harry Truman on a number of issues. But I did
think his cantankerous old shade would enjoy knowing that it played

a part in this evening's great debate.
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As for me, I think that the greatness of the American system

is based not on the way the three branches of government conflict,

but on the way in which our Constitution provides for compromise,

revision and moderation of those disputes that do come up.
No one branch is master of the system, any more than any

one man is., We are all of us servants of the Constitution and the

Ame rican people it protects,

That is the way it should be, and tonight, with due respect

to Walter Cronkite, that's the way it is, January 29, 1974.
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VICE PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS AT WASHINGTON PRESS CLUB
CONGRESSIONAL DINNER, JANUARY 29, 1974

Thank you, ""Scoop''. And thank you, ladies and gentlemen of
the Washington Press Club, for inviting me here this evening.

I can't think of a more appropriate person than '"Scoop'' Jackson
to introduce the speaker for the executive branch. After all, what
better tribute could there be to our branch of government than to have
a man who has been such an outstanding leader of the legislative
branch still want to come over to lead the executive.

I wish you luck, Scoop, as you pursue the Presidential
nomination. Not the election, mind you, just the nomination.

Just make sure you don't peak too soon.

I understand that there are a lot of oil company executives who
would like to see your campaign run out of gas as soon as possible,

I am grateful for Scoop's efforts to resolve the energy crisis,
however, When I was in the Congress, it didn't matter where we set
our thermostats -- there was always enough hot air circulating to see
us through the coldest winters. Now that I'm downtown, I have to

shiver along with everyone else.
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And we owe Scoop a vote of thanks for the warm weather
he has provided this winter. I am especially conscious of that
contribution, as Ifind myself in the middle of the winter, sitting
on a branch -- the executive branch -- that has just been defoliated.

I did some studying about the executive branch before I went
down there, As you know the literature on the Vice-Presidency is
not encyclopaedic. So I studied the Presidents instead.

I learned that George Washington was the first President
to have false teeth, That didn't strike me as very remarkable, since
he was also the first President to give an Inaugural address, ride
a horse, cut down a tree, and so forth. But we take our firsts where
we find them, so we'll give George his false teeth,

Thomas Jefferson was the first President to have false
humility.

Abraham Lincoln -- according to written descriptions from
the pre-recording era -- was the first President to have a falsetto.

And if women continue to make the gains they have been
making -- as I'm sure you will -- we may soon have the first President
to wear false eyelashes. (pause) I knew someone would change that

to eyelashes.



I am proud, as a Republican, that a Republican woman was
the first woman of a major party to have her name placed in nomination
for the Presidency. (Margaret Chase Smith)

In other areas, of course, the Democrats are ahead. Democratic
Presidents have given more to the country in many important areas.

Take wars for example -- World War I, World War Ii, Korea
and Vietnam, That's four to nothing in their favor.

On the other hand, we Republicans have chalked up some
important records in this century, too.

William Howard Taft was the most rotund man ever to serve
in the White House, and the only one ever to get stuck in his own
bathtub. Calvin Coolidge slept more in the White House than any
other President. (And Warren Harding apprently slept around more. )

You know, when someone broke the news to Dorothy Parker
that Calvin Coolidge had died, her first question was '""How could
they tell?"

I'll bet Mrs, Longworth wishes she'd said that.

Republican or Democrat, being President can be fun.

When you want a little quiet background music before retiring
at the end of the hard day, you've got the Marine Band, ready to

blare out ""Hail to the Chief' at the drop of a hat.
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When you want a little excitement, they'll fire off a few
2l-gun salutes for you.

When you're bored, you just read the Congressional Record --
and you realize you weren't all that bored.

And when you retire, people still listen to what you have to
say. And they write books about things you really didn't have to
say, but said anyway.

Like Harry Truman.

Unfortunately, I can't quote everything he had to say . . .
at least not in front of a mixed audience,

Some of you may have read lately that back in August of
1962, President Truman decided to write a candid letter of advice
to President Kennedy. He didn't say much about the judicial branch,
but he had plenty to say about the executive and the legislative --
and also about our unofficial fourth branch, the press.

Here is what HST had to say to JFK about the fourth estate,
with absolutely no reference to present company, I'm sure:

", ..don't let those damned columnists and editorial writers
discourage you, ' he wrote,

I'm glad Truman said that, and not me,.



Then he went on to discuss the Congress vis-a-vis the
Presidency. '"The President is just as great as the Congress, --"
Harry Truman wrote, ''and really greater -- when he exercises
his Constitutional Prerogatives, "

Then old Harry gave JFK a simple three-part formula for
dealing with the Congress:

", ..meet 'em, cus 'em, and give 'em hell...'" If that
sounds redundant, at least it shows you where his heart was.

Again, I'm glad I didn't say that., In fact, President Truman
didn't say it either until he had been out of office for 10 years.

You might call it a case of retroactive candor -- which is
a fairly common condition in politics.

Well, times change, and I don't pretend that I ever saw eye
to eye with Harry Truman on any great number of issues., But I do
think he would enjoy knowing, if he could, that his wisdom played
a part in this evening's great debate.

As for me, I think that the greatness of the American system
is based not on the way the three branches of Government conflict,
but on the way in which our Constitution provides for compromise,

revision and moderation of those disputes that do come up.



No one branch is master of the system, any more than any
one man is. We are all of us servants of the Constitution and the
American people it protects.

That is the way it should be, and tonight, with due respect

to Walter Cronkite, that's the way it is, January 29, 1974.

# # #
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