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REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
UPON RECEIVING A TOUCHDOWN CLUB OF COLUMBUS AWARD
FOR "DISTINCTION IN ATHLETICS AND IN POLITICS"
COLUMBUS, OHIO
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 1974

FOR RELEASE AT 7:30 P.M. FRIDAY

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to be here with the
Columbus Touchdown Club and to receive this special award. Little
did I suspect when I graduated from Michigan back in 1935 that I
would still be getting football awards 39 years later.

Of course, if you had given this award to me back in 1935,
it might have been too much encouragement. It might have persuaded
me o keep on playing.

And who knows? If I had gone into professional football,
the name Jerry Ford might be a household word today.

But, instead, I had to find a different way to make a living.
I looked around for something that was a little less risky -- a
little more secure. 1 chose politics.

If I had known then what I know now, I might have stuck with
football.

And yet, looking back on 25 years in public life, what amazes
me most is not the differences between sports and politics, but the
similarities.

In both fields, you need the same qualities to survive and to
succeed -- stamina, loyalty, discipline, teamwork and most of all,
a true love of the game.

In fact, I believe the football field can be one of the best
fraining grounds for public life, provided the individual makes the
right use of his experiences there. There 1s no better place for a
political leader to learn the meaning of sportsmanship and honest,
wholehearted, good-humored competition than on the playing field --
or even on the bench.

And I hope that some of you younger fellows receiving awards
here tonight will be able to put that same spirit to work in
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public service long after you hang up your uniforms for the last
time.

I firmly believe that as long as I can remember the lessons
I learned on the playing field, they will help me to live a better
life off the field, and I'm sure that the same thing is true for
everyone of you here.

So thank you again for this filne award. But, more
importantly, thank you for paying tribute to a great game, a great
American institution, and the wonderful spirit of teamwork and

sportsmanship for which it stands.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

TOUCHDOWN CLUB OF COLUMBUS
ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET

Friday, January 25, 1974

Columbus Sheraton
Columbus, Ohio

THE VICE PRESIDENT:

Attached at TAB A is your schedule. TAB B contains Award
Recipients. TAB C lists the attendees at the Neil House
Reception,

BACKGROUND

You have accepted the invitation of Mr. Sam Nicola, Chairman

of the Touchdown Club of Columbus, to attend their annual
awards banquet. This event has been held annually since 1956,
and this year's tickets have been sold out for several weeks,
Proceeds are forwarded to the U.S. Olympic Fund and the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Dinner attendance will be
1,000 persons in business suit, or equivalent attire, appropriate.
Mr. John F. Wolfe, President of the Columbus Dispatch, will
act as your host while in Columbus.

AIRPORT ARRIVAL/PRESS CONFERENCE

It is important that the Convair arrives as close as possible to
the 4:00 pm ETA at Columbus in view of the fact that the Press
will be awaiting a Press Conference. Your arrival at the Port
Columbus International Airport will not be open to the public.
Shortly after having been met by a Welcoming Committee, you
will proceed inside the General Aviation Building to attend the
Press Conference.
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TOUCHDOWN CLUB PRIVATE RECEPTION

Attendees at the Private Reception in the Touchdown Club Suite
(2006) are as follows:

Whitey Broughton
James R. Lynch
C. Fred Lewis
David R. Mainwaring
Don Vorce

Thomas P. Dlusky
Les A. Bostic
Sam Nicola
Richard Smith
Tom Harmon
Duffy Daugherty

GENERAL RECEPTION

All of the dinner guests will be attending a reception prior to the
banquet. The Mezzanine level is relatively small and ventilation
is poor, so this gathering may prove to be uncomfortable. You
may desire to remain in the private reception a bit longer in order
to reduce the amount of time at the General Reception. The

event planners, in fact, have suggested such.

AWARDS BANQUET

There will be two head tables for the banquet, one at either side
of the Grand Ballroom. The two-hour program is scheduled to
principally consist of the presentation of awards, with film clips
of each athlete preceding his award. Awards are presented and
acceptances rendered from the middle of the room on an 18"
high circular stand, which is six feet in diameter. You will
receive a gold-plated coffee service set in conjunction with your
Award of Distinction.

POST-BANQUET RECEPTION

After departing the banquet, you will proceed to the Neil House
Hotel to attend a private reception, hosted by Mr. John Wolfe.
This reception will be informal and will enable you to meet
many of the business and community leaders from throughout
the State of Ohio.
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William Henkel, Jr. Red Cavaney
















































University of Michigan

" 31 Iowa 7
" ‘ 47 Stanford 10
" 14 Navy 0
" 24 Oregon 0
" 31 Michigan St. 0
" 35 Wisconsin 6
" 34 Minnesota 7
" 49 Indiana 13
" 21 Illinois 6
" 34 Purdue 9
" 10 Ohio St. 10

(Big 10 Conference Members
Woody - Ohio State Coach
Shumbuckler - Michigan Coach)

10. The most difficult task in Columbus is to get tickets to Ohio
State football games.

1l. Woody Hayes runs a high discipline program. Great alumni
support.

[

12, A fan of Michigan's sent Hayes a tie for Christmas.

13, Hayes in his 23 years at Ohio State, has never called Michigan
by name. He always refers to it as that school up North.

14, Sam Nicola - the dinner chairman - was Woody Haye's
roomate in college.

















