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REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
AT THE SHERATON MOTOR INN
JOHNSTOWN, PA.

2:05 p.m. FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 1974

ADVANCE FOR RELEASE AT 2.p.m...FRIDAY

It is a distinct pleasure to appear in the Twelfth
Congressional District of Pennsylvania in support of Harry Fox's
candidacy for the seat previously held by my dear friend, the late
Congressman John Saylor.

The reason for my being here is that I know Harry Fox to be
honest, hardworking and effective.

Effectiveness is the key word. I know that Harry willl be
effective -- the kind of Congressman for this District that John
Saylor was.

As a former Member of the House of Representatives, with
leadership responsibilities, I have a deep commitment to helping to
bring the best men to the Congress.

In the crucial weeks and months ahead, you need -- the country
needs -- men and women in the House of Representatives whose loyalty
is to principle and responsibility, and not only to the Republican
or the Democratic party.

I know Harry Fox to be a man of principle. He is his own man.
His conscience and his constituency will be his guide as your
Congressman.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am here in Johnstown to assist an old
friend. I first met Harry Fox in 1952. He had come to Washington to
work with a man who entered the Congress the same year I did.

John Saylor and I came to the House of Representatives as
rookies in 1949. Neither of us had had any experience on the national
level. I soon found that I really had a lot to learn. My
constituents would call and write from Michigan requesting asslstance
with their problems involving Federal benefits. At that time most
personal problems dealt with things like social security and veterans

benefits.

(more)
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It took me quite a while to figure out just how to make sure
RN

those citizens would have their cases fairly considered by the /ﬁﬁ’ <N

bureaucrats.

John Saylor was in the same boat. He,too, learned how to ‘
provide the best possible service to his constituents. At his side
for over 20 years, learning and applying the skills necessary to
serve constituents, was Harry Fox -- one of the best assistants a
Congressman could hope to have.

But I don't have to tell you how well Congressman Saylor's
office served the 12th Congressional District. There are thousands
of citizens and many, many communities throughout this district who
will attest to the prompt and effective service they received. Real
service, not lip service! And Harry Fox was the shaper and director
of this service.

Just talk to a retired miner who had trouble getting his black
lung claim until he contacted his Congressman.

Talk to a widow who could not make the Social Security office
give proper consideration to her claim for benefits until she wrote
Representative Saylor's office.

Consult with community leaders throughout this district who
could not get Federal funds for their vital local projects until
their Congressman went to bat for them in Washington.

Talk with all these people and you will understand the value
of an efficient and effective congressional office.

When John Saylor stepped in to help his constituents, the man
who handled the follow;through was Harry Fox.

I'm sure the citizens of the Twelfth Congressional District
don't want to lose his valuable experience.

Harry Fox knows already what it could take a freshman
Congressman many years to learn -- and he can put that experience to
work for you beginning February 6th, not years later.

There is a final, and critical, reason why Harry Fox should be
in the United States House of Representatives, working for you.

This area, this district, this part of Pennsylvania, is going
to contribute tremendously to the solving of the Nation's energy

problems.

(more)
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There is no denying the fact that the country must, if we are
to achleve any measure of self-sufficiency in energy production,
bring about a resurrection and revitalization of the coal industry.

This area is rich in coal. Coal is our country's most
abundant natural resource. Add to this the fact that the Nation has
already made a commitment to increasing the usefulness of coal and
you will understand why it is necessary to send a man to Washington
who knows the area, knows the energy situation in relation to coal,
and has experience in dealing with both.

The Homer City Coal Gasification Plant -- just twenty-two miles
up the road from here -- under development through a contract with
the Office of Coal Research, is part of the bright hope for tomorrow
which I see in this area.

Most of you know that Congressman Saylor was the author of
legislation which created the Office of Coal Research.

What most of you may not know is that Harry Fox -- for
John Saylor -- was the day-by-day, constant, nagging, kicker-in-the-
bureaucratic-pants advocate who helped bring the O0.C.R. plant to this
congressional district.

Harry Fox knows the inside and outside of the energy situation
as it relates to coal.

Harry Fox knows the inside and outside of the 0ffice of Coal
Research, the Bureau of Mines, and the Department of the Interior.

These, ladies and gentlemen, are the federal offices where
major decisions will be made affecting your future and that of your
children.

We simply must have a man with Harry Fox's kind of background
in the Congress. We must have a man with that kind of experience on
the job in Washington for this area.

Harry Fox has the thorough grounding needed to be an effective
Congressman, for this District and for the Nation.

It is my pleasure to endorse him, without qualification, as

your next Congressman.

# & #
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FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY

It is a distinct pleasure to appear in the twelfth congressional

district of Pennsylvania in support of Harry Fox's candidacy for the

seat previously held by my dear friend, the late Congressman John P. Saylor.

I am sure many people wonder why the V.P. of the United States
has come into this area to speak for Harry Fox.

The most important reason for my being here is that I know
Harry Fox to be honest, hardworking and effective.

Effectiveness is the key word. I know that Harry will be the
kind of Congressman for phis District that John Saylor was. In a word,
effective!!

As a former Member of the House of Representatives, with leadership
responsibilities, I have a deep commitment to helping to bring the best

men to the Congress.

In the crucial weeks and months ahead, you need -- the country
needs -- men and women in the House of Representatives whose loyalty
is to principle and responsibility -- and not just to a political party.

I know Harry Fox to be a man of principle. He is his own man.
There are no sfrings on this fine individual of humble origins. His
conscience and constituency will be his guide as your Congressman.

Ladies and gentlemen, I am here in Johnstown to assist an old
friend. I first met Harry Fox in 1952. He had come to Washington to
help a man who entered the Congress the same year I did.

John Saylor and I came to the House of Representatives as rookies
in 1949. Neither of us had had any experience on the naticnal level.
1 found that I really had quite a lot to learn.

My constituents would call and write from Michigan requesting
assistance with their problems involving Federal benefits. At that
time, as now, most personal problems dealt with social security and

veterans benefits.

(more)
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It took me quite a while to figure out Jjust how to make sure
those citizens would have their cases fairly considered by the
bureaucrats. 5 ;ﬁ

John Saylor was in the same boat. He too, learned how to “

~ o
hat RRPREPY

provide the best possible service to his constituents. At his side

for over 20 years, learning and applying the skills necessary to serve
constituents, was Harry Fox -- one of the best assistants a Congressman
could hope to have.

But I don't have to tell you how well Congressman Saylor's office
served the 12th Congressional District. There are thousands of citizens
and many, many communities throughout this district who will attest to
the prompt and effective service they received. Real service, not lip
service! and Harry Fox was the shaper and director of this service.

Just talk to a retired miner who had trouble getting his black
lung claim until he contacted his Congressman.

Talk to a widow who could not make the Social Security office
give proper consideration to her claim for benefits until she wrote
Representative Saylor's office.

Consult with community leaders throughout this district who
could not get Federal funds for their vital local projects until their
Congressman went to bat for them in Washington.

Talk with all these people and you will understand the value of
an efficient and effective congressional office.

When John Saylor stepped in to help his constituents, the man
who handled the follow-through was Harry Fox.

I'm sure the citizens of the Twelfth Congressional District
don't want to lose this valuable experience.

Harry Fox knows now what it would take a freshman Congressman
many years to learn -- and he can put that experience to work for you
beginning February 6th, not years later.

There is a final, and critical, reason why Harry Fox should be
working for you in the United States House of Representatives.

This area, this District,this part of Pennsylvania, is going
fo contribute tremendously to the solving of the Nation's energy

problems.

(more)
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There is no denying the fact that the country must, if we are
to achieve any measure of self-sufficiency in energy production, bring
about a resurrection and revitalization of the coal industry.

This area is rich in coal. Coal is our country's most abundant
natural resource. Add to this the fact that the Nation has already made
a commitment to increasing the usefulness of coal and you will understand
why it is necessary to send a man to Washington who knows the area, knows

the energy situation in relation to coal, and has experience in dealing

with both.
The Homer City Coal Gasification Plant -- just twenty-two miles
up the road from here -- under development through a contract with the

Office of Coal Research, is part of the bright hope for tomorrow which
1l see in this area.

Most of you know that Congressman Saylor was the author of
legislation which created the Office of Coal Research.

What most of you may not know 1s that Harry Fox -- for John Saylor --
was the day-by-day, constant, nagging, kicker-in-the-bureaucratic-tail
advocate who helped bring the O0.C.R. plant to this congressional district.

Harry Fox knows the inside and outside of the energy situation
as it relates to coal.

Harry Fox knows the inside and outside of the Office of Coal
Research, the Bureau of Mines, and the Department of the Interior.

These, ladies and gentlemen, are the federal offices where major
decisions will be made affecting your future and that of your children.

We simply must have a man with Harry Fox's kind of background
in the Congress. We must have a man with that kind of experience,
on the Jjob, for this area in Washington.

Harry Fox has the thorough grounding needed to be an effective
Congressman, for this District and the Nation.

It is my pleasure to endorse him, without qualification, as your

next Congressman.
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