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AN ADDRESS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
BEFORE THE 45th ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF FARMER COOPERATIVES
WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL
WASHINGTON, D.C.
1 p.m. WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 1974

ADVANCE FOR RELEASE IN WEDNESDAY PM's

Thank you for inviting me here today.

Farmer cooperatives have a long and distinguished history of
service to agriculture and the entire nation. And I am happy to
meet with your Council to discuss some of the major challenges of
the coming year.

A while back, President Nixon pointed out in a radio address
to farmers that “Nobody bullies Earl Butz."

I remember thinking, "Who would dare?"

Personally, I'd rather get caught in a hay bailer.

So I just want to say what everybody knows: that Secretary
Butz is one of the most effective spokesmen for agriculture that
ever came to Washington. And his views on the economics of the
market place are listened to and respected by every official in town.

Now, one of the best things about your invitation to sound
the keynote today is that the right note was right at hand --
suggested in your very name.

What could be more appropriate for a theme for your meeting --

and indeed for the entire nation in 1974 -~ than cooperation?

Bernard Baruch once said that “the highest and best form of
efficiency is the spontaneous cooperation of a free people.*®

Efficiency is what we need and cooperation 1s what we're
getting from the free people of America.

If there's a better way to meet today's challenges, I don't
know it.

And just on a personal note, I happen to like this theme.
We all know that spontaneous cooperation sometimes needs a little

encouraging -- and I spent 25 years on Capitol Hill doing just

(more)
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that. I will continue to make it one of the principal objectives
of my efforts in any job that I hold.

As we all know, many of the challenges facing us today are
summed up in the two words "energy crisis,” and I want to discuss
this problem with you, although you'll be hearing much more on the
subject this afternoon from Bill Simon. As the whole country
realizes by now, what Simon says, Simon means and Simon does -- so
he's a man worth listening to.

I also want to discuss briefly with you the importance of
increased agricultural production this year, and its meaning not
only domestically, but in the context of the needs of other nations.

Finally, I want to say a few words about the international
situation.

But the common thread that runs through all these subjects
is the challenge they present to our capacity for cooperation.

We are challenged to see:

-- that our special interests must be weighed

against our common interests;

-- that we can often achieve more individually

by taking actions collectively;
-- and that in this interrelated world the
exerclise of excessive economic power threatens
not only those against whom it is directed,
but also the economic well being of those
who use it.
In colloquial terms, we are challenged to see that the whole
schmear 1s one single ball of wax.
Or as we say in Michigan, you can't catch fleas with only
one finger.
Nothing so well 1llustrates the need for cooperation as the
energy crisls -- both domestically and internationally.

Here at home, our people are responding to that need in a

magnificent show of unity.

(more)
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The consuming public, industry, agriculture, every segment
of the economy ~-- all are joining together in the greatest
conservation effort in peacetime history.

The evidence of their cooperation is being tallied day and
night on millions of gas, oil and electric meters, at gasoline pumps
and wherever fuel is dispensed.

We asked our people:

-- to turn down the thermostat;

-- to turn out some of the lights,

to lower their automoblle speed; and

-- to take many other conservation measures.

They have, and are, coming through on every request made
of them.

They've already saved millions of barrels of fuel, and they'll
save millions more this year.

They're cooperating because they understand what's at stake:
Jobs, production, income, investment. All of which translate into
prosperity for everybody.

As for gasoline rationing, President Nixon is against 1t and
I'm against 1t. And so far we haven't been overruled by Bill
Simon, who also is against it but who has prudently readied a
rationing plan in case it's needed as a last resort.

Our hope and expectation is that we won't have to come to it.
There are inequities and inconveniences in any system you can
devise, and we are determined to do everything we can to avoid them.

As for the conservation efforts of industry and agriculture,
they are matching those of the public in every respect. Systematic
energy audits are underway in many establishments and in many farm
operations. Tough, measurable conservation goals are being set.
And employees at all levels are being enlisted in campaligns to save
energy wherever possible.

The single aim is to maintain jobs and keep production levels

high. So far, we have been able to hold economic dislocations to
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a minimum, and I think the prospects are excellent that we can meet
thlis crisis without any really serious disruptions.

Beyond the conservation program, we are moving on a long
range basis to increase domestic sources of supply. These include
construction of the Alaska Pipeline, something we should have gotten
underway years ago. We also will be increasing o1l and gas
production on the Outer Continental Shelf, and stepping up production
of coal, our most abundant source of energy.

In addition, we are marshalling our vast scientific and //<’ *o

/
2
o

——

technological capabilities to develop promising new sources of( : I
energy. We want to be able to meet all our requirements from :i\\«¢/>/
domestic sources.

As for fuel allocations in this critical period, you will be
hearing about this in detail from Bill Simon, but I can assure you
that the 1974 agricultural crop has one of the very highest
priorities. It is our firm determination that adequate energy for
agricultural production, harvesting, drying, transportation and
processing will be availlable to meet agriculture's needs this year.

Our goal is full agricultural production.

To achieve it, this Administration 1s basing its policies on
a conviction that was never more clearly stated than by Thomas
Jefferson more than 150 years ago.

He said: "Were we directed from Washington when to sow and
when to reap, we should soon want bread."

Well, we're not going to want for bread in this country, and
we're going to do our part to prevent the rest of the world from
wanting bread.

Certainly our help is needed in many nations. During the
hour we've been having lunch here, the population of the world has
grown by 8,000. One hundred ninety-two of these are Americans.

Our farmers are the world's most efficient producers of
soybeans, wheat and other gralns. We need their production ~- agnd

we need the assistance of your farmer cooperatives -- to help feed

some of these new arrivals on earth.
(more)
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Government is doing its part by moving off the farmers'
land -- and leaving it to the farmers. And one of our most
important steps was to 1ift all restructions on the millions of
set-aslde acres that are now belng returned to production.

We need expanded food supplies not only to help feed people,
but to help fight inflation here at home. A smaller percentage of
the family budget goes for food in America than in any other country
in the world. We want to keep it that way, while at the same time
assuring farmers a full, fair share in our Nation's prosperity.

The Agriculture and Consumer Protection Act, which the President
signed last August, helps us achieve both goals.

Farm production also 1s critical in helping to boost our
exports, improve our trade balance and strengthen the dollar in the
international money market. The unprecedented export record set by
agriculture last year helped to pull our trade balance into the
black for the first time since 1970. We are counting on farmers to
help keep the balance positive -- and farmers will need the
important assistance your cooperatives provide.

America's agricultural abundance also is a key factor in our
ability to forward the cause of peace and understanding. The
American farmer's capacity to produce for export was a vital part
of the negotiations that achieved detente with the Russians and
improved relations with the People's Republic of China.

Now to see the true dimensions of the energy crisis, we have
to look at the world picture.

And the first thing we must realize is the importance of
avoilding the mistake of the two Irish sailors on a ship of the
British Navy.

One said to the other, "The ship is sinkin'."

His shipmate replied, "Let 'er sink. She alin't ours."

In the present situation, if we don't joln together to man
the pumps, the prosperity of all nations could wind up in Davy Jones!

locker.
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This fact of life is what lies behind President Nixon's call
for a global solution to the energy crisis. And he has invited
both oil-producing and oil-consuming nations to attend meetings here
to develop a common solution.

For we are all joined together by a common tie.

On the map of the world economy, the borders between nations
are no longer dividing lines. They are connecting links forged by
the need for energy and the things energy produces.

A quarter of a century ago, a courageous and far-sighted
American travelled around the globe and returned home with a
prophetic message for men everywhere.

“One world," said Wendell Willkie.

How right he was! The forces of technology, trade,
investment and communications have created an indissoluble world.

But what has not been fully developed is the spirit of
cooperation that can make this world serve our common interests.
And only this spirit can bridge the gap between promise and
performance.

Still, we know that 1t can be developed, will be developed,

and 1ndeed is being developed, even at this moment of temporary

discord.

The spirit of global cooperation will ultimately mature
because it has a life and momentum all its own.

I do not see how it can ever cease to exist.

Men and nations may damage it temporarily. They may create
road blocks. They may delay its progress for a while.

But on the highway of history, the spirit of cooperation is
a Juggernaut whose forward movement 1s an irresistible as the forward
movement of time.

For it is powered by a self-generating fuel supply that no
force on earth can shut down.

That fuel 1s hope.

(more)
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The spirit of cooperation is powered by the hopes of all
mankind for a better life. Only by working together, using the
forces of advanced industrialism for the benefit of all, can we
ever fulfill the ancient dream of a world free of poverty, ignorance,

dlsease and despair.

Recently, I was discussing the origins of cooperation among

people with a friend who is an anthropologist at the Smithsonian
Institution. He sald one of its earliest developments came when
cave-dwellers learned to hunt together in the great mammoth kills,
herding the animals over the side of a cliff in an ever-narrowing
circle.

But probably the most important milestone, he sald, came with
the development of agriculture. When men were first able to produce
a surplus of food, they could trade it for the products of others
who had speclal skills in other lines -- pottery making, weapon
making, building. They traded with one another -~ and trade was
born. And so was interdependence among men; and what we call
civilization.

That milestone of human development was reached,

interestingly enough, in what we now call the Middle East.

But can there be any thought of ever going back?

Never. We can only go forward.

Thls energy crisis is painful precisely because it threatens
to strip the gears by suddenly throwing the vehicle of progress into
reverse.

It has caused disputes and disagreements among old friends.
It has brought a clash of conflicting interests among allies. It
has aroused old fears. It has interfered with the personal lives of
people all over the globe.

But painful as it is, if the energy crisis can teach us once
again what our cave-dwelling ancestors learned long ago, it will be
worth 1t, more than worth it.

The lesson 1is simply that in cooperation is the hope of the

world.
(more)
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America is working to further that hope in every way we can.
And at our right hand is the American farmer, a tower of strength
[

and a force for peace and unity among men and nations everywhere.
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