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REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERAID R. FORD
AT THE DEDICATION OF THE BAPTTIST MEDICAL CENTER
LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 1974

ADVANCE FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY

Tt gives me great pleasure to participate in the dedication of
your magnificent new hospital.

I feel especially privileged to share this platform with a gfy
distinguished group of Arkansans —- Bill Miller, Brick Lile,

Dr. Rheubin South, all of whom have done so much to make Little
Rock one of the most important medical centers of the South and
Southwest; and Dr. Charles Ashcraft, who has worked diligently
and effectively to insure the spiritual health of his fellow Arkansans.

And, as you all know, your political health is also in good
shape, safeguarded as it is by my two old friends and colleagues,
Senator John McClellan and Representative Wilbur Mills.

Arkansas is a State known throughout the Nation for the decency
and integrity of its citizens, for its adherence in a time of flux to the
basic values that have made our Nation the greatest the world has ever
seen.

And no two men better personify those basic, bedrock American
qualities than John McClellan and Wilbur Mills. They are men of intelligence
and integrity, strong men and good men, among the most highly respected
men in Washington. I don't need to tell you Arkansans just how fortunate
you are to have them representing you in our National Capital.

Wilbur and I go back a long way together -- about 25 years in the
House. His mastery of complex subjects is legendary, and he can quote
from the tax statutes in the same way that a good Arkansas Baptist minister
can quote from the Good Book.

But it's that rock-hard integrity, coupled with a strong dose of
common sense, that has distinguished him throughout his career of public
service. And there are no qualities more necessary in our increasingly

complex society.
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This hospital we dedicate today provides us with a dramatic example
of just how complex our society has become in a very few years.

Many of you here this afternoon remember the days when the hospital
was the place you went to as a last resort. Babies were born at home,
and doctors worked out of their offices and made house calls as a matter
of course.

And also, as a matter of course, people then routinely died of
diseases that have now become obsolete and of sicknesses that in the
modern hospital today are often only minor irritations.

The hospital of my boyhood had a handful of doctors and nurses,
with a few supporting personnel. But today there are not only doctors
and nurses, but also technicians, Therapists, dieticians, psychiatrists,
psychologists, and a host of other specialists. For the 532 patients
your hospital will accomodate, there will be between 300 to 400 doctors —-—
and in all, 1,200 employees.

And the facility itself, one of the largest buildings in Arkansas,
is a testimony to modern technological camplexity -- and efficiency. The
computerized distribution center,vfbr instance, will deliver prescriptions,
X-rays, medical records and laboratory specimens to any one of thirty
stations in the hospital.

These and other such features are all designed to bring to the
citizens of Arkansas the best possible health care -- health care of a
quality that no one dreamed of during my boyhood.

But to ensure that we continue to deliver health care of a high
quality, and to make that care available to all our people, we have to
solve a very tough problem -- the problem of finances.

It took $34 million to construct this new medical canplex, and that,
in any man's book, is a lot of money. I know that all Arkansans take deep
pride in the amount of money that has been raised for this project through

private donations.

(more)
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It is a hard fact of contemporary life that the Federal Goverrment

has overextended itself financially and simply doesn't have the furds to
do everything it would like to do. Thus, it is especially heartening to
see the citizens of Arkansas take matters into their own hands and
contribute so handsomely to the construction of this medical center.
Ard let me pause here to congfatulate the Baptist Church for the years
of sweat and money it has poured into the construction of Little Rock's
nationally respected medical system. It is clear that self-reliance is
alive and well in Arkansas.

In making this dream a reallty, you have once again helped to
prove a truth in which I have long believed: When Americans make up their
minds to do something, they can do it. The resoluteness, the common sense
and the ingenuity of Americans érevsufficient to tackle any contemporary
problem, no matter how complex, and to solve it.

National discourse these days tends to center around a whole series
of what we invariably call crises. But in most cases, I think they could
better be described as problems -- problems that can be dealt with.
Americans have always been known, in fact, as a problem-solving people
and they have proven that point once again in recent months through their
magnificent response to the President's call for the conservation of energy.

We will solve the energy problem. And I am convinced that we will
solve the health care problem. We are now the healthiest nation in the
world — and yet there is much about our health care system that can be
improved. We Americans are an impatient people, never settling for less
than the very finest. We know we cannot achieve perfection, but that does
not prevent us from striving for it.

But we are also a practical people, and we know that we cannot reach
our goals simply through wishful thinking. We have to work hard to
achieve the results we desire —- and we have to work together.

For its part, this Administration is determined to do everything
possible to contimue to asSist in the improvement of health care. The
President's Health Maintenance Organization Act of 1973 represents an

important step in this direction, as will the National Health Insurance

(more)
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bill that he will soon submit to the Congress. In fact, I would go so
far as to say that National Health Insurance may be remembered in history
as one of the most important domestic accomplistments of the 1970s.

But let us also remember another crucial point: It is not within
the power or scope of the executive or of any other branch of Goverrment
alone to solve our health care problems. Nor would such unilateral
ambition be desirable. We Americans work best when we all work together.

We in Washington will continue to do our best to assist you in the
ways you want to be assisted. And you, we know, will continue to bring
your best talents and energies to bear upon our problems. Together, we
can accomplish what we set out to accomplish.

As all of you know, those of us who work in Washington have beeﬁ
having our own problems these days. But out here in the heartland of
America, where common sense is such an abundant natural resource, I know
that you maintain a very realistic perspective. You realize thét the wails
about the sickness of our system and the cries of doom at each crisis are
badly out of tune with the real spirit of America.

We must never allow ourselves to be distracted by these cries.

We are not a sick society. Ours is not a sick system. Wilbur Mills said
it eloquently on the House floor last year. Listen to his woras:

"These times demand -- and these great people we all serve demand —-
far more . . . than pontification about the 'sickness' of this society,
or about the loss of that society's standards, values or directions.

I believe the American people are sick to the gills of all this
self-debasement. They want, and we must give them, positive, wholesome
ard confident leadership in both what we do and what we say."

Ladies and gentlemen, that is the sort of leadership that your
elected officials pledge to give you.

1973 was a hard year politically, and in Washington our season
was worse than the Razorbacks'. But the Razorbacks won some big ones,

and so did we. And 1974 will be even better for all of us. I know that

(more)
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the Razorbacks have some fine freshmen and sophamores, a fact I especially
appreciate. In my new responsibility, I am really a freshman backup
quarterback. But as a veteran of the Congressional team, I know that
my old Congressional teammates like Wilbur Mills and John McClellan are
going to be working with us to make this season a much better one for
AMmerica —- one that we can all remember with pride.

Ladies and gentlemen, I thank you for your courtesy and your
hospitality. It has been an honor to visit your State, and I look forward

to returning soon.

##H#












FOR_IMMEDIATE RELEASE g/u-—:—v\ GLD A«f) o VF I ‘::')-/U— :)a« C//ﬁl
/- SN
> A
Vice President Gerald R. Ford will be the speaker for th;ha;&;cation of a
new $32 million Baptist Medieal Center ,t 1:15 p.m., Saturday at Little Rock, Arke
Ford is making the appearance at the invitation of House Ways and Means Chairman
Wilbur Mills, Those attending the dedication ceremony will include Mills and
Sen, Johm L, McClellan, D-Ark. The new hospital is one of three in the Baptist
Medical.Center System, which is no longer affiliated with the Baﬁi}ists and is

operated as a nonprofit corporation. Funding of the new hospital included $2.8

million in Hill-Burton money.
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1:00 pm
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WASHINGTON
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THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ATTENDANCE AT THE i"{fp C""

BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER DEDICATION \J/

‘Little Rock, Arkansas
Saturday, January 12, 1974

ATTIRE: Business Suit/Top Coat WEATHER: Cloudy, mid 30's,

moderate winds, high
chill factor.

9:55 am ARRIVE Andrews AFB and board Jetstar.
(EST)
10:00 am DEPART Andrews AFB via Jetstar en route

Little Rock AFB, Jacksonville, Arkansas.

[Flying time: 2 hours, 35 minutes]
[Time change: -1 hour]

11:35am ARRIVE Little Rock AFB.

(CDT)

Advanceman: You will be met by:

Eric Rosenberger Congressman & Mrs. Wilbur Mills
(D-Ark)

Governor Dale Bumpers (D-Ark)

Senator John L. McClellan (D-Ark)

Congressman John P. Hammerschmidt
(R-Ark)

Congressman R. H. (Ray) Thornton
(D-Ark)

Mr. R. A. Lile, Hospital Board
Chairman

Mr. James Caldwell, GOP State
Chairman

BGENN Eugene Gauch, USAF, 834th
'Ving Commander

Col. Robert Coverdale, USAT, 314th
"Ving Commander

Col. Edward Bailey, USAF, 308tt SAC



11:55' am

12:35 pm
Advanceman:
Bob Goodwin

12:40 pm

12:50 pm

CROWD SITUATION (INSIDE HANGER)
FULL PRESS COVERAGE -

NOTE: Option to offer brief remarks.

DEPART Lit"le Rock AFB via motorcade
en route Baptist Medical Center, Little
Rock,

[Driving time: 40 minutes]

NOTE: The members of the Arkansas
Congressional Delegation and the
Governor will join your motorcade.
Congressman Mills will ride in your
car,

ARRIVE Baptist Medical Center and proceed
inside hospital.

You will be met by:
Mr. Terry Lynn, Hospital
Administrator.

N\

NOTE: This arrival will not be
in public view.

Proceed on brief tour of hospital facilities,
accompanied by the Governor and members
of the Arkansas Congressional Delegation,
and greet staff members at the following
stations:
Pathology Dept. (Dr. Harille)
Radiology Lab (Dr. Scruggs)
Intensive Care Unit (Mrs. Glover)

NOTI: At each stop, you will be
giver a short briefing.

PRESS POOL PHOTO COVERAGE
Tour completed. Proceed to waiting roormn

to meet the 18 hospital Board of Trustee
Members and their wives.



1:02 pm

1:00 pm

1:05 pm

1:08 pm

1:10 pm

1:15 pm

1:20 pm

NOTE: The Board Members & wives
will proceed to the dedication site,
after meeting you., The Governor
and the members of the Arkansas
Congressional Delegation will remain
with you in order to proceed to the
stage together.

Proceed downstairs to await announcement

Announcement onto stage of the
Governor and each MC. Yours
will be the final announcement.

Proceed to platform and be seated.

CROWD SITUATION
LIVE LOCAL TELEVISION

Opening remarks by Mr, William
Miller, President of the Baptist
Medical Center Board of Trustees.

Invocation by Dr. Charles Ashcraft,
Executive Secretary of the Arkansas
Baptist State Convention.

Brief remarks and introduction of
staff and dignitary organizations

‘(six groups) by Mr., R. A. "Brick"

Lile, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Baptist Medical
Center.

Introduction of Senator John L.
McClellan (D-Ark) by Mr. Lile.

Senator McClellan remarks.
Intr>duction of Governor Dale
Bumpers (D-Ark) by Senator
Mc(Clellan

Governor Bumpers welcoming
remarks.



1:35 pm

1:45 pm

1:50 pm

2:55 pm

1:25 pm

1:27 pm

1:46 pm
1:49 pm

1:50 pm

Senator McClellan acknowledges
other MC's and introduces Congress-
man Wilbur D, Mills, (D-Ark.).

Congressman Mills remarks.

Introduction of the Vice President by
Congressman Mills,

Vice Presidential remarks.
LIVE LOCAL TELEVISION
Remarks conclude.

Prayer of Dedication by Dr. Rheubin
South, Truestee Board Member.

Announcement of Receiving Line and
Open House by Mr, Miller.

Program concludes.

DEPART Platform and step to area
immediately in front of speaker's platform
to form receiving line to meet dedication
attendees.

Form receiving line as follows:
“Dr, R. A. Burger, Hospital Chief
of Staff
Mr. William Miller
Mr. R. A, lile
Congressman Thornton
Congressman Hammerschmidt
Senator McClellan
Governor Bumpers
Congressman Mills
The Vice President

Receiving line concludes. Proceed upsiairs
to holding room to receive Honorary Member-
ship in the Royal Order of Jesters.



3:05 pm

3:10 pm

3:50 pm

3:55 pm

6:50 pm
(EDT)

-5

Honorary Membership bestowed by Mr.
Thomas Shamel, President of the local
chapter of the Royal Order of Jesters.
Several other Jesters will also be in
attendance.

PRESS PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

DEPART holding room en route motorcade
for boarding.

NOTE: It is anticipated that some

of the MC's may desire to accompany
you to Little Rock AFB, Congress-
man Mills will ride in your car.

DEPART Baptist Medical Center via
motorcade en route Little Rock AF B,

[Driving time: 40 minutes]

ARRIVE Little Rock AFB and board
Jetstar,

DEPART Little Rock AFB via Jetstar en
route Andrews AF B.

[Flying time: 1 hour, 55 minutes]
[Time change: +1 hour]

N

ARRIVE Andrews AFB.





















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 17, 1974

9:00 am
MEMORANDUM FOR: PAUL MILTICH
FROM: RED CAVANE
SUBJECT: NEWSPAPER COVERAGE

VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
Saturday, January 12, 1974

Attached, Paul, you will find copies of the newspaper coverage
which followed the Vice President's visit to Little Rock, Arkansas,
on Saturday, January 12, 1974.

If you have any comments on the content of the material, please
feel free to give me a call and I will be glad to discuss the matter
with you.
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