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President Owen, Chairman Browne, distinguished members and
guests of the Aero Club:

‘It is a pleasure for me to Join with so distinguished a
company this evening, especially to pay tribute to this year's
reclpient of the Wright Brothers Memorial Trophy -- my old friend
Barry Goldwater.

Looking over the list of this evening's speakers and the
honor roll of past recipients of this award is somewhat like reading
a conclse history of aviation. FEach name summons up some great
accomplishment or memorable moment in the history of flight.

As we think of these accomplishments, we think not only of
technological triumphs, but we also think of great triumphs of the
human spirit.

All of us here this evening can remember, for example, the
great airlift that kept the city of West Berlin alive and free
during the darkest days of the Cold War. And similarly, Just a
few weeks ago, another record-breaking American airlift provided
the tiny state of Israel with the means to sustain its independence.

Hardly a week passes that does not see an aerial rescue
mission to the victims of some natural disaster -- a flood, a
drought or a famine. It all adds up to an impressive record of
. courage, humanity, and resourcefulness on the part of those who
build and fly our aircraft in war and in peace, in and out of
unifqrm.

The spirit I have just described 1is well represented here
tonight, among the distinguished speakers from several different
countries, each of which has made a distinctive contribution to

this legacy of 1light.

(more)
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In twenty-five years in the House of Representatives, there
were times when I thought of myself as a flyer, too. Sometimes
walking back alone to my office after a particularly bad vote, I
identified with the famous World War I fighter ace, Snoopy. There

were even days when I was convinced I had been shot down behind

enemy lines. S

“y

oy

But most of the time, 1t was the flyer's sense of é

{ s
exhilaration and adventure which characterized my experiences iﬂyim‘
the House. And in addition, there was that strong sense of
comradeship, of partnership, that links those who share in great
undertakings -- aviators and leglslators alike.

No one I can think of from my days on the Hi1ll -- and I look
forward to spending many more of them there executing my duties as
President of the Senate -- better reflects that spirit of
honorable partnership than our guest of honor this evening, Barry
Goldwater.

As a legislator, as an individual of courage, character and
integrity, and as a darned good pilot in war and peace, Barry
Goldwater 1s truly a unique man.

One of the past recipients of this award, that great}
American Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, once remarked that flying
started out as an art and ended up as a science. I belleve it 1is
both. Like politics, it represents an intricate blend of human
feelings and technical principles.

Over a long career, great politicians, like great pllots,
are bound to fly some pretty rough missions under tough conditlons.
But it is those tough conditions that bring out the best 1n a
person, be he a pilot or a politician.

One thing is certain. As long as aviation and politics can
produce men like the one we honor here this evening, both flelds are
in pretty good shape. And difficult as the prevailing weather may

be at times, we can count with confidence on a safe, happy landing.
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