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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

April 26, 1974 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PLACE: OEOB 
TIME: 10:45 a. m.. 
DATE: April 25, 1974 

SUBJECT: Visit of Panam.anian Am.bas sador, Gonzalez-R evilla 

PARTICIPANTS: 	 The Vice President 
Mr. John O. Marsh, Jr. 
Lt. Col. A. A. Sardo 

Nicolas Gonzalez-Revilla, Panam.anian 
Am.bassador to U.S. /_ 

Am.bassador at Large Ellsworth Bunker 
Foreign Minister Tack, Panam.a 
S. Morey Bell, State Departm.ent 

Am.bassador Revilla extended President Torrijos' greetings 
to the Vice President and indicated that the interesting and brilliant 
career of the Vice President had been closely followed by President 
Torrijos. The Vice President expressed his appreciation. The Vice 
President indicated that he had the opportunity to be kept abreast of 
the negotiations on the Panam.a Canal over the years, and that his 
acquaintance with the negotiations extended back to the days of Bob 
Anderson. The Am.bassador pointed out that the negotiations had 
been going on for ten years, and that until now a satisfactory agree­
m.ent had not been approached. 

The Am.bassador pointed out that since the arrival of 
Am.bassador Bunker, substantial progress had been m.ade toward 
a new treaty. He stressed the great trust and confidence of the 
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Panamanian government in the present U. S. leadership on this 
issue, to include President Nixon, the Vice President, Sec retary 
of State Kissinger and Ambassador Bunker, all of whom have shown 
an understanding of the Panamanian viewpoint. The Vice President 
replied that President Nixon's assignment of Ambassador Bunker 
as negotiator was in itself an indication of the relative importance 
of the Canal problem. The Vice President recalled the 1955 revision 
of the basic treaty under President Eisenhower, which in essence 
increased the payments due Panama. The Ambassador replied that 
the two countries are now in agreement that the 1903 treaty should 
be entirely replaced by a new treaty. The Vice President stressed 
his support of the President's attempts to find new answers to the 
problem, as well as the desirability of a new treaty. The Vice 
President cautioned, however, on the potential difficulties with 
Congress in ratifying a new treaty, stressing the requirement of a 
two-thirds vote in the Senate as well as the potentiality of vocal oppo­
sition in the House of Representatives. The Ambassador agreed that 
there might be potential problems in ratifying the treaty, citing 
Secretary Kissinger's receipt of substantial numbers of letters 
opposing negotiations on the issue. The Vice President indicated 
that he had closely followed the Congressional reaction on the Canal 
issue over the years. In the House, opposition to any modification 
has been lead by the Vice President's good friend Representa:tive Dan 
Flood. In the Senate the Vice President expressed surprise that 34 
senators had signed a joint letter raising questions concerning any 
modification on the status of the canal, and particular surprise at 
the bipartisan representation among the 34. The Ambassador 
acknowledged that the negotiators face some difficult problems. 
Each of the negotiators wants an agreement that is satisfactory to 
their respective countries, and each has to take into accord the 
differing forces on this is sue within their respective countries. 
The Vice President emphasized that we have to find an answer that 
satisfies two-thirds of the U. S. Senate, a very real and practical 
problem. 

The Ambassador indicated his understanding of the problem 
and stressed the need to make political decisions in order to reach an 
agreement. The Vice President indicated that he frankly didn't think 
10 years ago that we would be this close to an agreement on the issue. 
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The AITlbas sador concurred and expres sed confidence that an 
agreeITlent can now be reached on a just and fair treaty. He 
stressed, however, that a treaty should not be developed which 
would retain eleITlents of potential conflict. The Vice President 
agreed and concurred that we should not leave any issues hanging. 
The AITlbassador eITlphasized that for the U. S. the bes t defense of 
the canal was to have it surrounded by a friendly and sYITlpathetic 
nation and people. The Vice President indicated that there was no 
ques tion that this was true. 

The AITlbas sador concluded the conversation by expres sing 
his appreciation for the opportunity to carryon this dialogue. He 
indicated that he would transITlit the results of his conversation to 
President Torrijos, and in turn expressed the gratitude of President 
Torrijos for this opportunity. He had found the conversation very 
profitable and useful. The AITlbassador concluded by hoping that 
he would see the Vice President visiting PanaITla in the near future. 
The Vice President expressed gratitude for the kind invitation and 
hoped indeed that he would be able to visit PanaITla and other Latin 
AITlerican countries at SOITle future date. 

~0'
Prepared by: Lt Col Sardo ~ 
Approved by: John o. 1Jarsh~ 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

April 22, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE VICE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: 	 Your Meeting with the Foreign Minister 
of Panama 

As per our conversation, considerable importance is 
attached to your meeting with Juan Tack, Minister of Foreign 
Relations of Panama, by the State Department. 

Specifically, they are interested in your conveying to 
him the same message you gave to Ambassador Jorden before 
he departed for Panama and Ambassador Bunker when he met 
with you on the same situation. 

Attached is some background material which relates 
to these earlier conversations. Also, I have attached the 
name s of tho se member s of the Senate who have signed a 
resolution opposing our making concessions on the Canal. 



~~~OFFtCE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

April 23, 1974 

TO: THE VICE PRESIDENT 

With further reference to the Panama 
Canal, State Department officials called 
to request that you emphasize to the 
Panamanians that the Canal is a vital 
communications link for U. S. trade and 
commerce. I am not inclined to dwell too 
heavily on this point, because it seems to 
me to hurt our bargaining po sition. 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

April 15, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE VICE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Senate Vote on Panama Canal 

The following thirty-three Senators submitted a resolution 
in support of continued U. S. sovereignty and jurisdiction over 
U. S. -owned Panama Canal Zone: 

Thurmond Baker 
McClellan Randolph 
Allen McClure 
Tower Domenici 
Byrd (Harry) Bartlett 
Bennett Gurney 
Dole Hartke 
Helms Buckley 
Goldwater McIntyre 
Cotton Scott (William) 
Cook Eastland 
Brock Hollings 
Hansen Hruska 
Fannin Curtis 
Nunn Dominick 
Talmadge Beall 
Young 



Sea level canal through Nicaragua or Colombia is not prac tical, 
but it is necessary to have a new facility or a modernized old facility 
since the present canal will not accommodate some of the larger vessels. 

A sticking point in the negotiations is the Colombian right under 
the 1914 agreement to transit the canal with their warships. 

Any agreement with Panama will require tha t the canal be open 
for international shipping. 

Approval for implementation is necessary in both houses of 
the U. S. Congress and Bunker has talked to Albert, Morgan, Scott and 
Mansfield. 

In response to a question, Bunker said that the present canal is 
breaking even financially. 

Prepared by: 




