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Cuestion

Some members of Congress have raised the issue that you may
have notified but did not ""consult'" Congress before attacks started
to prevent movement of Cambodian boats between the MAYAGUEZ
and Koh Tang Island or between the island and the Cambodian
mainland. Others have raised the issue that you did not "consult"
with the Congress before you had already decided to seize the

ship and the island forcefully and to protect the operation by air
attacks on military targets. What are your comments on these
issues?

Answer

From the very beginning of this operation, as our diplomatic
and military actions developed, I kept the leaders of the
Congress fully informed. On the decision made under a
critical time deadline to use force in order to recover the
vessel and the crew, Idiscussed the contemplated actions
fully with the leaders of the Congress and of the appropriate
committees as soon as possible.

As a former Congressman, I fully believe that it is important

for the Congress and Executive to act together on major issues,
That is the philosophy that I have followed since the beginning

of my administration, and that I shall continue to follow. Neither
one of us can assume the responsibilities of the other, nor should
we try, but it is important that we should work together and
‘understand each other's views.
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Question

In military actions to seize the captured MAYAGUEZ and
rescue its crew, did you comply fully with U,S. law?

Answer
Liswer

Idid., Neither the Cooper-Church Amendment in 1971 (which
prohibited use of U.S. ground combat troops in Cambodia)

nor the prohibitions in later appropriations acts against U, S,
combat activities anywhere in Indochina limited my Constitutional
authority under the circumstances in this case to protect American
lives and vessels from illegal attack and seizure. The War Powers
Resolution do es not in any way restrict the introduction of U, S.
armed forces into hostilities but merely calls for prior consultation
with the Congress if possible and subsequent reporting of the fact,
These procedural requirements were met,
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