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Supreme Qourt of the Hrited Stutes
HMashington, B. €. 20543

CHAMBERS OF
THE CHIEF JUSTICE

December 16, 1975

Dear Mr. Buchen:

To ''tie together'' the several discussions we have had regarding
Judge Stevens' oath-taking, if it works out to be held on Friday, Decem-

ber 19, at 10:00 a.m. at the Court, I will outline the two alternatives we
have discussed.

(1) Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson (their respective
wives and two staff members) attended some of the oath-takings of Justices
appointed by them, sitting in a specially reserved area.

President Nixon sat at the counsel table at the beginning of the
ceremony in June 1969 and participated by way of paying tribute to Chief
Justice Warren on his retirement which, of course, took place the same
day I took the oath. His remarks were directed exclusively to Chief
Justice Warren's public career of 52 years' duration. At the conclusion
of his remarks President Nixon joined Mrs. Nixon in a reserved area,

I sent you the record of the proceeding last week.

The actual oath-taking is very brief, as you have observed from
reading the oath-takings of Justices Blackmun, Powell and Rehnquist.

(2) Should President Ford wish to take some part in the oath-
taking session, the attached is the suggested outline you requested., This,
of course, is a matter entirely for the President's decision. '

(3) The media have requested data on the program and we have
deferred any final guidance to them in order to coordinate with your
.press officers. In the past the only contact the media had with the
President was picture-taking. No questioning or requests for statements
from the President or the new Justice have been allowed and we would so
instruct those who cover the Supreme Court.
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Still photos and TV cameras will be set up in one of the following
areas, depending on weather conditions:

(2) Courtyard

(b) Front steps

(c) Great Hall

(a) Conference Room

No photographers are permitted in the Courtroom.

If the ceremony is held at 10:00 3.m. » the regular Court opening
time, the Court will have a reception for Judge and Mrs. Stevens, their
family, and such guests as they wish,immediately following. If it is
held this week, time will probably not allow for formal invitations and
the reception may simply be announced from the bench or by a Court
officer. The Courtroom events did not take more than ten minutes
in all for Justices Blackmun, Powell and Rehnquist,

Please do not hesitate to call as to any questions. Your staff

may contact Mark Cannon and your press people may contact Barrett
McGurn on details,
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7/; Cordially,

Honorable Philip W, Buchen
Counsel to the President
The White House

" Washington, D.C. 20500
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Suggested outline for oath-taking by
Circuit Judge John Paul Stevens as an {@ %
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United Sﬁ%tes <

[1f tﬁe President takes an affirmative part in the ceremonies,
he would be sitting at the counsel table With the Attorney General and
the Solicitor General when the Justices; enter the Courtroom. At that
time Judge Stevens would be sitting in the well of the Courtroom next
to the Clerk of the Court. (The Attorney General and the Solicitor
General traditionally wear formal morning clothes in the Courtroom.)
As soon as the Justices are seated after entering the Courtroom, the
President could rise and go to the lectern, at which time the following
is the suggestion which I have prepared at your request:]

—

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: This special sitting of the Court is held

to receive the Commission of a newly-appointed Associate Justice,
Circuit Judge Stevens. The Court recognizes the President of the
United States.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Chief Justice, and may it please the
Courty 1 appear here this morning as a member of the bar of this Court
to inform the Court, officially, that the nomination of Circuit Judge
John Paul Stevens has been consented to by the United States Senate, and
I have appointed him as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of
the United States. The Commission as Associate Justice has been signed
by me and attested by the Attorney General. Judge Stevens is present

in the Courtroom ready to take his oath, and I request that the Attorney
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General present the Commission to the Court,

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Thank you, Mr. President. The Court
recognizes the Attorney General of the United States.

[ The Attorney General would then go to the lectern. ]

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mr., Chief Justice, and may it
please the Court, I bear with me the Commission issued to Circuit
Judge John Paul Stevens as an Associate Justice of this Court., It has
been duly signed by the President andvattested by me as Attorney General.
I move that the Clerk read this Commission and that it be made part of the
bpermanent record of the Court,

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Your motion is granted, Mr, Attorney
General.

[ Whereupon the Commission is handed to the Clerk of the Court
by a Court attendant. The Clerk will read it into the record, ]

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: The Clerk will please escort Judge Stevens
to ‘the bench to take the oath,

[Judge Stevens will be escorted to the Chief Justice by the Clerk.
The oath of office is then administered to Judge Stevens by the Chief
Justice. ]

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Please raise your right hand, Judge
Stevens, and repeat after me:

(Oath)

Will the Marshal kindly escor.t Mr. Justice Stevens to his seat

at the bench,
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[ The Marshal will then escort Mr. Justice Stevens to his place

at the bench. When the new Associate Justice is seated, the Chief Justice

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Mr. Justice Stevens, on behalf of all the

common calling,

An order will be entered today designating Circuit Justices for
the several Circuits of the United States courts. Those assignmehts,
effective as of today, are as follows:

[ The Chief Justice will then announce the new assignments of

Justices to t_hve several circuits, ]

[ At this point the Marshal will rise and announce that the Court
is adjourned and request that all guests remain standing while the
President and Mrs. Ford are escorted from the Courtroom. The Justices

leave the bench. (If a reception is to be held, probably some announcement

is escorted to the East Conference Room by the Marshal of the Court,
(The place for photographs will have been agreed upon.) The Justices
would later join the President and Justice Stevens in the Conference
Room for the reception. The President, of course, could remain as long

or briefly as his schedule permits., (Before going to the Conference Room
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the media will wish to take pictures and, depending on the weather,
cameras will be set up in the Courtyard or in one of the Conference
Rooms.) So far as I can determine, the media have never been
permitted to put any questions either to the new Justice or to the
President. The media session is exclusively for taking photographs
and for television cameras. Following the session with photographers,
the party will be escorted to the Conference Rpom where coffee and tea

will be served. ]
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Outline for oath-taking by
Circuit Judge John Paul Stevens as an

Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States
December 19, 1975

[If the President takes an affirmative part in the ceremonies,
he would be sitting at the counsel table with the Attorney General
and the Solicitor General when the Justices enter the Courtroom.

At that time Judge Stevens would be sitting in the well of the
Courtroom next to the Clerk of the Court. (The Attorney General
and the Solicitor General traditionally wear formal morning
clothes in the Courtroom.) As soon as the Justices are seated
after entering the Courtroom, the Chief Justice will announce

the special session of the Court; the President would then ris
and go to the lectern.] '

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: This special sitting of the Court is held to

receive the Commission of the newly-appointed Associate Justice,

Circuit Judge Stevens. The Court recognizes the President of the

United States.

THE PRESIDENT: [Announces, officially, Judge Stevens' confirmation;
presents Attorney General for delivery of Judge Stevens' Commission. ]
THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Thank you, Mr. President. The Court recognizes

the Attorney General of the United States.

[The Attorney General would then go to the lecfern.]

L2 Y
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mr. Chief Justice, and may it please the
Court: 1Ibear with me the Commission issued to Circuit Judge John
Paul Stevedns as an Associate Justice of this Court. It has been duly signed
by the President and attested by me as Attorney General. I move that the
Clerk read this Commission and that it be made part of the permanent
record of the Court.

[:i‘he Commission is handed to a Courtroom Attendant,

who will be seated just left of the lectern. ]
THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Your motion is granted, Mr. Attorney General.

[The Commission having been handed to the Clerk of the Court

by a Court Attendant, the Clerk then reads it for the record.]
THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Will the Clerk please escort Judge Stevens to
the bench to take the oath?

[Judge Stevens will be escorted to the Chief Justice by the Clerk.

The oath of office is then administered to Judge Stevens by the
Chief Justice.]

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Please raise your right hand, Judge Stevens,

5,’."?‘2%
and repeat after me: {f&:‘ B,
(Oath) K

Will the Clerk kindly escort Mr. Justice Stevens to his seat at~-—"

\4@;}\\

-~

the bench.

[The Clerk will then escort Mr. Justice Stevens to his place
at the bench (far left from the Chief Justice). When the new
Associate Justice is seated, the Chief Justice will say:]
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THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Mr. Justice Stevens, on behalf of all the
members of the Court I extend to you a warm welcome as an Associate
Justice of the Court and wish for you a long and happy career in our
common calling. [The Chief Justice may express regrets of Justices
Marshall and Powell who are out of the city. ] '

An order will be entered today designating Circuit Justices for
the several Circuits of the United States Courts. Those assignments,
effective as of today, are as follows: v

[The Chief Justice will then announce the new assignments of

Justices to the several Circuits. ]

[At this point the Marshal will rise and announce that the Court

is adjourned and the Justices will retire. -

The President and Mrs. Ford will imediately be escorted from

the Courtroom by way of a side corridor. The Chief Justice will

meet the President and Mrs. Ford at that point.

(The Chief Justice may announce that invited guests may go to

the E, st Conference Room to greet Justice and Mrs. Stevens at

a reception.)

Justice Stevens and the Chief Justice have been requested to meet

media photographers in the West Conference Room for five mminutes

of photos, possibly with the President. The Justices and their
wives will go to the East Conference Room for the reception.
The President, of course, could remain as long or briefly as
his schedule permits. Following the session with photographers,
the party will be escorted to the East Conference Room where
coffee and tea will be served. ]

[It may be that the media photographers would like to take some
fast shots of the wives after they have taken some pictures of the
President, the Chief Justice, and Justice Stevens. If so, the three
ladies could very quickly step across the hall and join the three
men for some informal shots. ]



.
ste o

-4 -

[The Attorney General has been advised that both Counsel Tables
will be reserved for himself, the Solicitor General, the Deputy
Attorney General, and perhaps two others of his staff, All are
to be seated in the Courtroom not later than 9:50 a.m. to be
sure of being present when the President arrives.

If the President attends without taking affirmative part, he
will be seated in the first chair in front of the Box, a place
traditionally reserved for Presidents. ]
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 18, 1975

SWEARING-IN OF JUDGE STEVENS
Friday, December 19, 1975
10:00 a.m. (1 hour)

The Supreme Court

Through: Philip Buchen
From: Kenneth Lazarus

PURPOSE

To participate in the installation of Judge John Paul Stevens
to be an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN

A. Background: Judge John Paul Stevens will be sworn in
as the 101st Justice of the Supreme Court, vice Associate
Justice Douglas. ‘[Schedule at Tab A]

B. Participants: The President, Members of the Supreme
Court, Judge Stevens, the Attorney General and Solicitor
General. A number of Administration officials will
attend. [Outline of ceremony at Tab B]

C. Press Plan: (1) Press pool coverage (no cameras) of
courtroom proceeding; (2) Open photo coverage (President,
Chief Justice and Justice Stevens) in West Conference Room
following ceremony; and (3) Kennerly photos at reception.

TALKING POINTS

[President's statement to the Court at Tab C]
ATTIRE
President, Attorney General and Solicitor General to wear

formal morning clothes, i.e., cutaway coat, striped pants,
dark vest, black and white striped tie and ordinary collar.
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PROPOSED SCHEDULE

THE PRESIDENT'S ATTENDANCE
AT THE SWEARING-IN OF
JUSTICE STEVENS

Supreme Court Building
Friday, December 19, 1975

[

The President boards motorcade on South

9:50 am
Grounds.
MOTORCADE DEPARTS South Grounds en route
Supreme Court Building.
(Driving time: 6 minutes)
9:56 am MOTORCADE ARRIVES Supreme Court Building,
Basement entrance.
The President will be met by:
Mr. Frank M. Hepler, Marshal of the Court
9:57 am - The President proceeds on foot to main floor
Courtroom.
9:59 am The President arrives Courtroom and is seated
at the Government Counselfs,table.
10:00 am Supreme Court Justices enter the Courtroom
" and are seated.
10:01 am Chief Justice Burger opens the special
’ - session of the Court and introduces the
President. :
10:02 am Presidential'remarks
PRESS POOL COVERAGE % Fon
: &
10:04 am &’*

10:05 am Chlef Justice Burger recognizes X\ de//

Remarks conclude. {%
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Attorney General LeV1.



10:14

10:15

10:16

10:25

10:26

10:45

10:47

10

10

10:

10

10:

10

10:
10:

:06

:07

08

:09

11

:12

13
14

amnm

am

am

am

amn

am

am

am

Attorney General Levi announces
appointment of Justice Stevens.

Clerk of Court reads the commission.

Justice Stevens is escorted to the
center of the bench.

Chief Justice Burger administers the
oath of office to Justice Stevens.

Justice Stevens puts on his robe and
is seated on the bench.

Chief Justice-Burger welcomes Justice
Stevens. '

New circuit order is read.

am

am

am

am

am

am

am

Court is adjourned.
The President, escorted by Attorney General
Levi and Solicitor General Bork, departs
courtroom and proceeds to the disrobing area.

The President meets Chief Justice Burger and

- Justice Stevens and they proceed to the West

Conference Room for photo session.
The President arrives West Conference Room.
OPEN PRESS TOVERAGE

The President departs West Conference Room
en route East Conference Room for reception.

The President arrives East Conference Roomn.

OFFICIAL PHOTO COVERAGE
ATTENDANCE : 150

The President departs East Conference Room
en route motorcade for boarding.

The President arrive basement entrance.
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MOTORCADE DEPARTS Supreme Court Building en route
South Grounds.

(Driving time: 6 minutes)

10:54 am MOTORCADE ARRIVE South Grounds,

-
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Outline for oath-taking by
Circuit Judge John Paul Stevens as an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States

[ The President would be sitting at the counsel table with
the Attorney General and the Solicitor General. At that time Judge
Stevens would be sitting in the well of the Courtroom next to the
Clerk of the Court. The Justices enter and are seated. ]

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Thié special sitting of the Court is
held to receive the Commission of a newly-appointed Associate Justice,
Cir.cuit Judge Stevens. The Court recognizes the President of the
United States.

[The President rises and goes to the lectern. ]

THE PRESDENT: Mr. Chief Justice, and may it please
the Court, I appear here this morning as a member of the bar of this
Court to inform. the Court, officially, that the nomination of Circuit
Judge John Paul Stevens to be an Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States has been consented to by the United States
Senate. The Commission as Associate Justice has been signed by me

and attested by the Attorney General. Judge Stevens is present in the

-Courtroom ready to take his oath, and I request that the Attorney

General present the Commission to the Court.

&



THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Thank you, Mr. President. The
Court recognizes the Attorney General of the United States.

[The Attorney General would then go to the lectern. ]

THE AvTTORNEY GENERAL: Mr. Chief Justice, and may it
please the Court. I bear with me the Commission issued to Circuit
Judge John Paul Stevens as an Associate Justice of this Court. It has
be.en duly signed by the President and attested by me as Attorney General.
I move that the Clerk read this Commission and that it be made part of
the permanent record of the Court.

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Your motion is granted, Mr. Attorney
General. |

[Whereupon the Commission is handed to the Clerk of the
Court by a Court attendant. The Clerk will read it into the record, ]

| THE CHIEF JUSTICE: The Clerk will please escort Judge
Stevens to the bench to take the oath.

[Judge Stevens will be escorted to the Chief Justice by the
Cierk. The oath of office is then administered to Judge Stevens by
the Chief Justice. ]

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Please raise your right hand, Judge
Stevens, and repeat after me: [Audience stands. ]

(Oath)



Will the Marshal kindly escort Mr. Justice Stevens to his
seat at the bench. |

[ The Marshal will then escort Mr. Justice Stevens to his
place at the bench. When the new Associate Justice is seated, the
Chief Justice will say:]

THE CHIEF JUSTICE: Mr, Justice Stevens, on behalf of all
the members of the Court I extend to you a warm welcome as an
Associate Justice of the Court and wish for you a long and happy career
in our common calling,

An order will be entered today designating Circuit Justices
for the several Circuits of the United States courts. Those assignments,
effective as of today, are as follows:

[The Chief Justice will then announce the new assignments
of Justices to the several circuits. ]

[At this point the Marshal will rise and announce that the Court
is adjourned and request that all guests remain standing while the
Pliesident (and Mrs, Ford) are escorted from the Courtroom. An
announcement of the reception will be made. The Justices leave the
bench. The audience remains standing while the President, escorted
by the Attorney General and the Solicitor General, departs the

Courtroom, ]

It






JUDGE STEVENS' LIST OF INVITEES TO SWEARING-IN

Mr. and Mrs. Norman J. Barry

Mr. and Mrs, Bernard J. Cunningham
Judge and Mrs. Thomas E., Fairchild
Mr. and Mrs, Greg Huffaker

Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Jamplis

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Kennedy

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Myers

Mr. and Mrs, Edward I. Rothschild

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Seaks
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Coffey

Family
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jedlicka (daughter and son-in-law)
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest S. Stevens (brother)
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Stevens (brother)
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Stevens (brother)
Mrs, John Paul Stevens (wife)
Elizabeth Stevens (daughter)

Susan Stevens (daughter)

TOTAL 31
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ADMINISTRATION INVITEES TO SWEARING-IN

President and Mrs. Ford
Members of the Cabinet:

Hon. William T. Coleman, Jr. (Secretary, Transportation)
Hon, Carla A. Hills (Secretary, HUD)

Hon., Edward H., Levi (Attorney General)

Hon, John A. Knebel (Under Secretary, Agriculture)

White House Staff:

Douglas Bennett

Philip Buchen (Mr. and Mrs,)*
Richard Cheney*

Max Friedersdorf *

Jay French

H. P. Goldfield

Robert Hartmann (Mr. and Mrs, )*
William Kendall

Bobbie Greene Kilberg

Kenneth L.azarus (Mr. and Mrs.)
John Marsh (Mr. and Mrs,)*
Patrick O'Donnell

Richard Parsons

Barry Roth

Russell Rourke

Edward Schmults

William Seidman¥*

James Wilderotter

Robert Wolthuis

Office of the Vice President:
Peter Wallison
Office of Management and Budget:

Calvin Collier
William Nichols




Department of Justice:

Bruce Baird
Robert Bork (Mr., and Mrs.)
Ronald Carr
Andrew Frey
Daniel Friedman
Keith Jones

Rex L.ee

Douglas Marvin
Philip Modlin

Ray Randolph
Antonin Scalia
Michael Uhlmann
Lawrence Wallace

Senate Staff:
J. C. Argetsinger

Francis Rosenberger
Peter Stockett

TOTAL

* Traveling with the Presidential motorcade




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 18, 1975

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

Enclosed are copies of: (1) the confidential briefing paper for
the President relevant to tomorrow's swearing-in of Judge
Stevens; (2) Judge Stevens' list of invitees to the ceremony;
and (3) the list of guests invited by the Administration.

I trust this material will be sufficient to coordinate the
details of the ceremony.

Please give me a call if I can be of any further assistance,
Sincerely,

Tl

Buchen
Counsel to the President

The Honorable Edward H, Levi
The Attorney General
Washington, D, C.

Enclosures




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 18, 1975

Dear Mr., Chief Justice:

Enclosed are copies of: (1) the confidential briefing paper for
the President relevant to tomorrow's swearing-in of Judge
Stevens; (2) Judge Stevens' list of invitees to the ceremony;
and (3) the list of guests invited by the Administration.

I trust this material will be sufficient to coordinate the -
details of the ceremony. ‘

Please give me a call if I can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Counsel to the President

The Honorable Warren Burger

The Chief Justice of the
United States

Washington, D. C.

FEnclosures






