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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 19, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP W. B UC HEN 

DOUGLASP. BENNETT~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: Attachment 

Phil, I am attaching draft copies of letters for 
your consideration which you may wish to use 
in responding to all mail to the White House 
regarding the Supreme Court nomination. Your 
auto-pen will be prepared for you today. We 
will forward all mail to Eva for disposition as 
you deem appropriate. 

Attachment 

Digitized from Box 62 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DRAFT FOR PHIL BUCHEN ON THE SUPREME COURT 

Dea~ 

The President has asked me to thank you for your recent 
correspondence in which you recommend that 
be appointed as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 

The President appreciates your thoughtful reconunendation(s), 
an e · it (them) careful consideration. You can 
be sure that the President is resolved that the person he 
appoints shall be from among those who have excellent 
judgment and intellectual strength and who are most qualified 
in every other respect to assume the highly important responsi­
bilities of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

We are grateful for your interest in expressing your views 
on this matter to the President. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DRAFT RESPONSE FOR GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
SUPREME COURT APPOINTMENT 

Dear 

The President has asked me to thank you for your corres-
pondence concerning ______ (~l_);.___o_r __ (~2~) ______________________ _ 

The President is carefully considering a number of individ­
uals for appointment to this most critical post. Your views 
on this are most helpful to the President. It is obvious 
that you share his concern that the appointment to the Supreme 
Court be an individual of demonstrated ability and intellectual \ 
competence to assume the great responsibilities of this office. 

We are grateful that you took the time to share your views 
with us. 

With best wishes, 

(1) 

(2) 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

the appointment of a.:;:om~o the Supre me Court. 

the appointment of Associate Justice to the Supreme 
Court. (This covers views on appointing a conservative, 
liberal, ethnic, etc.) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DRAFT FOR BENNETT MAIL ON THE SUPREME COURT 

Dear 

Doug Bennett has forwarded me your recent correspondence 
which ou reconunend re appoiu.tmefrt= 

e Supreme Cour • 

The President is carefully considering a number of individ­
uals for appointment to this most critical post. Your 
thoughtful reconunendation of is most 
helpful to the President. It is obvious that you share his 
concern that the appointment to the Supreme Court be an 
individual ( demonstrated ability and intellectual com-

1 petence to assn e the great responsibilities of this office. 

We are grateful that y0u took the time to make this recom­
mendation. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

J 
Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DRAFT FOR RUMSFELD MAIL ON THE SUPREME COURT 

Dear 

Don Rumsfeld has forwarded me your recent correspondence 
which you recommendt-~~~~~~~~~-Fil"'!-'l"~rrn-rr'Tf-n,..,,rn:r1ni"'"~~ 

t upreme 

esident is carefully considerin a number of individ 
als f appointment to this most cr1ti 1 post. Your 
houghtfu recommendation of s most helpful 
o the Pres1 nt. It is obvious that you s his concern 

that the appoi ent to the Supreme Court be individual 
of demonstrated a 'lity and intellectual compet ce to 
assume the great re onsibilities of this office. 

We are grateful that 
mendat1on. 

/With best wishes. 

time to make this 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

~- --- __/ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DRAFT FOR CHENEY ON THE SUPREME COURT 

Dear 

Dick Cheney has forwarded me your recent correspondence 
in which you recommend - - ---------1..U...i.__ 
appo1 Court. ~ 
The President is carefully considering a number of individ­
uals for appointment to this most cri ti::,al post. Your 
tho ghtful recommendation of ""-. is most 
helpfu.!;_ to the President. It is obvioustft t you share 
his con~n that the appointment to the Supr e Court be 
an individ 1 of demonstrated ability and inte ectual 
competence ssume the great responsibilities this 
office. 

We are grateful 
recommendation. 

With best wishes. 

took the time to make this 

Philip W. Buchen 
unsel to the President 
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DRAFT FOR DOUG BENNETT MAIL ON ':i:'HE SUPREME COURT 

Dear 

Doug Bennett h~s forwarded me your recent correspondence 
in which you recorrunend that be 
appointed as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court . 

The President appreciates your thoughtful recommendation(s), 
and he is giving it (them) careful consideration . You can 
be sure that the President is resolved that the person he 
appoints shall be from among those who have excellent 
judgment and intellectual strength and who are most 
qualified in every other respect to assume the highly 
important responsibility of a Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

We are grate ful for your interest in expressing your views 
on this matter to the President . 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely , 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
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TH E NHlT~ HOU S E 

Novemb er 21, 1975 

MEMOR.A.NDUM FOR: KEN LAZARUS 

FROM: ED SCHMULTS 

H e re are the form letters to acknowledge recom m e n dations 
for the Supreme Court vacancy. Doug Bennett has an 

autopen available for Phil Buchen 1 s signature. Please 

have a lawyer review the letters that have come in and, 

using the attached forms, ·mail acknowledgements as soon 
a ,, po s sible . 
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DRAFT FOR PHIL BUCHEN ON THE SUPRE::VIE COURT 

Dear 

The President has asked me to thank you for your recent 
correspondence in which you recommend that 

be appointed as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 
~~~~~~~~-

The Pres ident appreciates your thoughtful recon:imendation(s)> 
and he is giving it (them) careful consideration. You can be 
sure that the President is resolved that the person he appoints 

shall be from among those who have excellent j udgment and 
intellectual strength and who are most qualified in every o t her 

respect to assume the highly important responsibilities of a 
Jus tic e of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

We are g rateful for your interest in expressing your views on 
thi s matter to the President. 

Wif:h best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 

Counsel to the President 
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DRAFT RESPONS2 FOR GENERAL RECO)...f~iE::'.'-;D_ TIO:. 'S FOR 
SUPREYfE COURT APPOINTME="IT 

D ear 

The President has asked me to t hank you for your correspondence 
concerning (1) or (2) 

The President appreciates your thoughtful recommendation(s), 
and he is giving it (them) careful consideration. You can be 
sure that the President is resolved that the person he appoints 
shall be from a·mong those who have excellent judgment and 
intellectual strength and who are most qualified in every other 
respect to assume the highly important responsibilities of a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

W e a r e g rateful for your interest in expressing your v iews on 
this matte r to the President. 

With be st wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

(1) the appointment of a woman to the Supre·me Court. 

(2) the appointment of an Associate Justice to t he 
Supreme Court. (This covers views on appointing 
a c onservative, liberal, ethnic, etc.) 
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DRl>,.FT FOR RUMSFELD K~IL ON THE SUPREME COURT 

Dear 

Don Rumsf eld has forwarded me your recent correspondence 
in which you recommend be 
appointed as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court . 

The President appreciates your thoughtful recommendation(s} 
and he is giving it (them) careful consideration. You can 
be sure that the President is resolved that the person he 
appoints shall be from among those who have excellent 
judgment and intellectual stre ngth and who are most quali­
fied in every other respect to assume the highly important 
r esponsibilities of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States . 

We are grateful for your interest in expressing your 
views on this matter to the President. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
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DR_i\F'I' FOR CK CHENEY MAIL ON THE SUP AE COURT 

Dear 

Dick Cheney has forwarded me your recent corres pondence i n which you recommend be appointed as an Associate Justice o f the Supreme Court. 
The President appreciates your thoughtful r e commendation(s ) , a nd he is giving it (them) careful considera t .ion. You can b e sure that the President is resolved that the p erson he appoints shall be from among those who have excellent judg­ment and intellectual strength and who are mo s t qua lified in every other respect to assume the highly important responsibilities o f a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

We are grateful for your interest in expressing your views on this matter to the President. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
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.. 
THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DR.l\FT FOR. PHIL BUCHEN ON THE SUPREME COURT 

Dear._, 

The President has asked me to thank you for your recent 
correspondence in which you recommend that 
be appointed as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 

The President appreciates your thoughtful recomrnendation(s), 
and he has given it (them) careful consideration. You can 
be sure that the President is resolved that the person he 
appoints shall be from among those who have excellent 
judgment and intellectual strength and who are most qualified 
in every other respect to assume the highly important responsi­
bilities of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 

We are grateful for your interest in expressing your views 
on this matter to the President. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

• 
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DRAFT FOR PHIL BU CHEN ON THE SUPREME COURT 

Dear ([;)_ _ ____,_ __ 
..---.....~ The President has sked me to thank you for your ret:ent 

correspondence in w ich you recommend that--------
be · as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 

The P : esident i~-lly col!S1 ermg a~number of individuals 

@
for appointment to the bench of the Nation's highest court. Your 
thoughtful recommendr~ion of is most helpful to 

J_he President. Ii- i• ~M ~s...t~is-vi.-ew-that the 
person lappoin~ should be an individual · · 
~ea:~:inteHecMal ~eit' a:Re qualified in every respect to 
assume the ~QP!'R'eW\_ responsibilities of an Assa iate Justice of 

the Supreme Gour;. '\.h 1' im;ior/. n? 

rateful that you took the time to make this recommendation. 

1 ~ v · 1 t1 ferP :t' -ov.d fi 
v l) I) 6 ~ ~ t"(,6 th (i .. t c-

f 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

VI 
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November 21, 1975 

MEMOR.A.NDUM FOR: KEN LAZARUS 

FROM: ED SCHMULTS 

Here are the form letters to acknowledge recO"mmendations 
for the Supre·me Court vacancy. Doug Bennett has an 
autopen available for Phil Buchen' s signature. Please 
have a lawyer review the letters that have come in and, 
using the attached forms, mail acknowledgements as soon 
as possible. 
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DRAFT FOR PIDL BUCHE:l\" o::-~ THE SUPRE).~£ COGRT 

D eai: 

The President has asked me to ti:.ank you for you_r rece!l.t 
correspondence in which you recommend that--------­be appointed as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 

The President appreciates your thoughtful recorrimendation(s), and he is giving it (them) careful consideration. You can be sure that the President is resolved that the person he appoints shall be from among those who have excellent judgment and intellectual strength and who are most qualified in every other respect to assume the highly important responsibiiities of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

We are grateful for your interest in expressing your views on this matter to the President. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

-. __ ,, 
,.-
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DRAFT RESPONSE FOR G:S)TERAL JZECC):f~IE:'.'!°D..: . TIO.!..~S FOR 
SUPREME COURT A?::?Ol0l"T 1viE0iT 

Dear 

The President has asked me to thank you for your correspondence 
concerning (1) or (2) 

The President appreciates your thoughtful recomm.endation(s), 
and he is giving it (them) careful consideration. You can be 
sure that the President is resolved that the person he appoints 
shall be from a·mong those who have excellent judgment and 
intellectual strength and who are most qualified in every other 
respect to assume the highly important responsibilities of a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

We are grateful for your interest in expressing your views on 
this matter to the President. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

(1) th e appointment of a woman to the Supreme Court. 

(2) the appointment of an Associate Justice to the 
Supreme Court. (This covers views on appointing 
a conservative, liberal, ethnic, etc.) 
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DR .. "i\FT FOR. RUMS.FELD r·L::\..E.1 o:~ r:::-:-r.s SiJ?REME COURT 

Dear 

Don Rumsf eld has forwarded we your recent correspondence in '.•7hich you recommend be appointed as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 

The President appreciates your thoughtful recommendation(s) and he is giving it (them) careful consideration. You can be sure that the President is resolved that the person he appoints shall be from among those who have excellent judgment and intellectual strength and who are most quali­fied in every other respect to assume the highly important responsibilities of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

We are grateful for your interest in expressing your views on this matter to the President. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 



D2-t\E'T FOR DICK CHENEY ~[AIL O:i TEE SUP?-.:::~·~E COURT 

Dear 

Die~ Chen ey has forwarded me your recent correspon~e~ce i~ 
~,;Ciich y ou recommend be 
appointe d a s a n Associate .Jus t ice o f the Su::ireme Court. 

The President appreciates your thoughtful ::::-ecornmendation(s), 
and he is giving it (them) careful consideration. You can 
be sure that the President is resolved that the person he 
appoints shall be from among those who have excellent judg­
ment and intellectual strength and who are most quali f i e d 
i n e very othe r r e spect to assume the highly important 
responsibilities of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

We are grateful for your interest in expressing your views 
on this matter to the President. 

Wi t h b est wish e s. 

Sin~erely, 

' / 

Phi l i p W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 



DP-AFT FO ~ DOUG BENNETT :·L"J,. :'.:L. 0:-J 'l'r-LS SUPREME COURT 

Dear 

Doug Bennett has f orwarded n e yo ur r e cent .correspondence 
in which you recorrunend that be 
appointed as an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. 

The President appreciates your thoughtful recornmendation(s), 
and h e is giving it (them) car eful consideration. You can 
be sure that the President is resolved t hat t he person he 
appoints· shall be from an10ng those who have excellent 
judgment and intellectual strength and who are most 
qualified in every other respect to assume the highly 
important responsibility o f a Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. · 

We are grateful f or your int erest in expressing your views 
on this matter to the President. 

With best wishes. 

Sincere ly, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HIN G TON 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PHILIP W. BUCHEN 

MARKO. DECKER 

Rolland Elliott s r e sponse 
letters re: Justice Stevens; 
pro, con, & pre-nomination 

Attached for your approval are three draft 
responses prepared by Rolland Elliott s 
office for the purpose of answering correspondence 
relating to Justice Stevens. 

Attachments 

MOD 
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('1 
s~?re2e Cour~ no~ination of 
Ju~ge Jo~n Paul Stevens 

\.\' ,\ S H 1 !\ G T 0 :.I 

, 1975 

Dear /s./ 

It w21s thoughtful 
the President your 
his choice of 
the Supreme 

of you to share with 
reconunendation for 
Associate . .Jµ~ftice a ne·w 

Court. 
of 

As you knbw, after careful and thorough 
consideration of a wide range of views 
from Arnericans in both private and public 
life, the President bae- nominat~d Judge 
J ohn Paul Stevens, United States Circuit 
Judge for the Seventh Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Chicago to fill the vacancy 
on the Supreme Court . Judge Stevensl f' • ) 

has had an outstanding legal career, 
and President Ford is confident he \~ 
brings-to the Supreme Court personal and 
professional qualities of the highest 
order. 

Your vie\·is on 
welcome. 

this important 
are 

Sincerely, 

Rola nd L~ Elliott 

decision 

Director of Correspondence 

I sl 
Ill 
Ill 

cut 1213175 
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RLE-1~3 (lst Rev ) 

RE: CON Su~re2e Court nominatio~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

December 5, 1975 

Dear Isl 

Thank you for sharin~ with the President 
your thoughts on his choice of a new 
Associate Justice 6 f the Supreme Court. 

President Ford nominated Judge John Paul 
Steve ns to fill the v a cancy on the Supreme 
Court after a careful and thorough con­
sideration of a wide range of views from 
Americans in both ;e,rivate and .2ublic life. 
Juage stev~ri§.1 1ias"''haa~"an soutS'tattding l egal 
c areer, and the President is confident he 
~ bringSto the Court personal and pro­
fessional qualities of the highest o rder . 

Your views on this important decision are 
welcome . 

Sincerely , 

Roland L. Elliott 
Director of Correspondence 

Isl 
Ill 
Ill 

ELE : J2n : KL: ?-L:S : 
RLE-143 {lst Rev) 

revised 12/5/75 frw 
proofed mah/f rw 

(Rec. 12/5/7 5) 
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RLE 143.!\ 

RS : Pro Supre~e Co~rt nomin2tion 

· THE \\.HITE HOC SE 

' 1975 

D2ar /s/ 

It ~as t~o~ghtful of you to share with 
th~ ?resident your thoughts for his 
c~oice of a new Associate Justice of 
the S~9re:.~e Court . 

Ju~ge John Paul Stevens has had an 
ou~sta~ding legal career, and President 
Fore is co~f ident he -~ brin~to the 
S~p::-~~~ Court personal and professional 
~~2lities of the higheit order. 

~-8'...:.::- '.rie;-;s c::-i this important decision are 
~elccDe , and the President appreciates 

Sincerely, 

Roland L . Elliott 
Director of Correspondence 

/s/ 
Ill 
/// 

: .. 
r e vis ed 
proof ed 
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RL2-l43A(lst rev. ) 
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