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? 4 ICAGO SUN-TIMES, Sun., April 13, 1975
- By William Braden

Ha President doodles on a scratch pad during a session
“with | the National Security Council, ig the doodle a “presiden-
_tial paper’”? And who should own it? Tt might, after all, be of

Jreat interest to future psychohistorians.
"< What about a note to the White Eouse mllkman? (No milk
] it:dny. We're going to Camp David.”). =225+

examples ate not entirely frlvolous 'I'hzy suggest there

lear-cut pubhc control of pres:denhal papérs urged
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Z olaPregdentototherpersonlnrecordathatmaybearupon

Digitized from Box 58 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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procedural groumds and must ultimately be decided at a high- -

er judicial level. ~ “America’s gnvernment‘is the publlc's lnstrument, thosen
Against this backgmund the American- Ammbly urged leg- to meet the claims of the future and the needs of the moment, - &

islation to recognize “a new form of public. pmperty rights  building upon the uses of the past. It speaks to the people by
- - for the records of all federal otﬁcm; » = vy Its record. Whether to address best hopes and anxious desires, J»c:;#,«
“#__ or to call up memories of past gloﬂ’:s and frustrated ambition, <‘~ i
t record peak onmly if it saved d onl:
Drawing its chalk lin, the assembly held that “the Inierest = :";‘;ml,_ ebatiari e B2 oy JLicis 4

% S0ur tradition In dealing with the Fecords &f public StHeTale”

~The report concluded:
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¥ Cgmmission” as! quie .as possible. ' - presémvation of papeni-tapes and bther:
R u(dmt Ford, Dec. 19, 1974 - docurents prepared by and for Presi-
dents and other federal officials, in-

'l:;f;hﬁ:: I;?::mg: v:g(t;hautp::su:::g: cluding congressmen. Toward this 'end.,
! thent” of the! Presidential Recording’ the P,resxdentlal Recording and Ma-
| and" Materials Preservation Act. 4 lerxnls }:rcser;!':'itlon Act established an
sigiing the bill, which created the Na- 8

h tlgnnzstudy Comniission on Federal study problems with respect to’ the !

| Records fand Decuments of Federal‘: records of federal ofﬁcials and make ¢
? Officials, the President also : pted speclﬂc ¥ tions for legisla.
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May 23, 1975

Dear John:
Here is a copy of the laws adopted by the Congress

which in Title II creates the Public Documents
Commission,

Although the constitutionality of the law is beiang contested,

I believe Title II is separadle from the provisions being
challenged. Alsc I suclose a copy of the President's

statement upon signing the bill into law,
1 hope you will call me as early as possible next weak.
Best wishes for a quick recovery.

Sincerely,

Phillp W. Buchen

Counsel to the President
The Honorable John Byraes e
1218 25th Street S T
South Arlingten, Virginia 22202 154 >

(_\
{ 3
\ -

PWBuchen:ed




=
b

Pubiic Law 93-526
93rd Congress, S. 4016
December 19, 1974

< 4t

To vrotect and preserve tape recordings of conversatiouns invelviaz former
President Richard M. Nixon and made during his tenure as President, and
for nther purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
U nited States of 1 merica in Congress asseinbled, That this Act may be
cited as the “Presidential Recordings and Muterials Preservation Act™.

TITLE I—PRESERVATION OF PRESIDENTIAL
RECORDINGS AND MATERIALS

DELIVERY AND RETENTION OF CERTAIN PRESIDENTIAL MATERIALS

Sec. 101. (a) Notwithstanding any other law or any agreement or
understanding made pursuant to section 2107 of title 4+. United States
Code, any Federal employee in possession shall deliver, and the Admin-
istrator of General Services (hereinafter in this title referred to as the
*Administrator”) shall receive, obtain, or retain, compiete possession
and control of all original tape recordings of conversations which were
recorded or cansed to be recorded by any officer or emplovee of the
Federal Government and which—

(1) involve former President Richard M. Nixon or other indi-
viduals who, at the time of the conversation, were employed by
the Federal Government;

(2) were recorded in the White House or in the oftice of the
President in the Executive Office Buildings located in Washing-
ton, District of Columbia; Camp David, Maryland ; Key Biscayne,
Florida; or San Clemente, California; and

(3) were recorded during the period beginning January 20,
1969, »nd ending August 9, 1974,

{b) (1) Notwithstanding any other law or any agreement or under-
standing made pursuant to section 2107 of title 44, United States
Code, the Administrator shall receive, retain, or make reasonable
efforts to obtain, complete possession and control of all papers, docu-
ments, memorandums, transcripts, and other objects and materials
. which constitute the Presidential historical materials of Richard M.
Nixon, covering the period beginning January 20, 1969, and ending
August 9, 1974,

(2) For purposes of this subsection, the term “historical materials”
1(1"23 the meaning given it by section 2101 of title 44, United States

ode.

Presidential
Recordings ard
Materials Pra-
servation Ach,
44 USC 2107
note,

44 UsSC 2107
note,

"Historical
materials,”

88 STAT, 1633

AVAILABILITY OF CERTAIN PRESIDENTIAL MATERIALS

Sec. 102. (a) None of the tape recordings or other materials referred

:)o in section 101 shall be destroyed, except as hereafter may be provided
v law,

(b} Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, any other
law, or any agreement or understanding made pursuant to section 2107
of ritle -H, United States Code, the tape recordings and other matevials
referred to in section 101 shall, immediately upon the date of enact-
ment of this title, be made available, subject to any rights, defenses, or
privileges which the Federal Government or any person may invoke,
for use in any judicial proceeding or otherwise subject to court sub-
pena or other legal process. Any request by the Office of Watergate

88 StAte 1696

44 USC 21C7
note,




44 UsCc 2107
note.

Repart to.

Congress,
44 USC 2107

note,
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Special Prosecution Foree, whether by conrt subpena or other lawful
process, for access to such vecordings or materials shall at ull times
have priority over any other request for such recordings or materials.
(¢) Richard M. Nixon, or any person whom he may designate in
writing, shall at ail times have access to the tape recordings and other
materials referred to in section 101 for any purpose which is consistent
with the provisions of this title, subsequent and subject to the regula-
tions which the Administrator shall issue pursuant to section 103,
(d) Any agency or department in the executive branch of the Fed-
eral Government shall at all times have access to the tape recordings
and other materials referred to in section 101 for lawful Government
use, subject to the regulations which the Administrator shall issue

pursuant to section 103.

REGUUATIONS TO PROTECT CERTAIN TADPFE RECORDINGS AND OTHER
MATERIALS

~ Sec. 103. The Administrator shall issue at the carliest possible date
such regulations as may be necessary to assure the protection of the
tape recordings and other materials referred to in section 101 from loss
or destruction, and to prevent access to such recordings and materials
by unauthorized persons. Custody of such recordings and materials
shall be maintained in Washington, District of Colu n_ﬁ)ia. or its metro-
politan area, except as may otherwise be necessary to carry out the

provisions of this title.
REGULATIONS RELATING T0 PUBLIC- ACCESS

Sec. 104. (a) The Administrator shall, within ninety days after the
date of enactment of this title, submit to each House of the Congress
a report proposing and explaining regulations that would provide
public access to the tape recordings and other materials referred to in
section 101. Such regulations shall take into account the following
factors:
(1) the need to provide the public with the full truth, at the
earliest reasonable date, of the abuses of governmental power
popularly identified under the generic term “Watergate™;

(2) the need to make such recordings and materials available
for use in judicial proceedings;

(3) the need to prevent general access, except in accordance
with appropriate procedures, established for use in judicial pro-
ceedings, to information relating to the Nation’s security;

(4) the need to protect every individual's right to a fair and
impartial trial;

(5) the need to protect any party's opportunity to assert any
legally or constitutionally based right or privilege which would

83 STAT. 1595 revent or otherwise limit access to such recordings and materials;
&8 TR (6) the need to provide public access to those materials which
i have general historical significance, and which are not likely to be

related to the need described in paragraph (1); and
(7) the need to give to Richard M. Nixon, or his heirs, for his

sole custody and use, tape recordings and other materials which
are not likely to be rvelated to the need described in paragraph (1)
and are not otherwise of general historical significance.

iy
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(53 (L) The regulatiens proposed by the Administeator in the report
required by subsection (a) shall take effect upon the expiration of
ninety legislative days after the submission of such report. unless such
vemlations ave dizapproved by a resolution adopted by either Honse
of the (Congress ducing sueh period.

(2% The Administrartor may not ssue uny regulation or make any
change noa regulation if such regulation or change is disapproved by
either Touse of the Congress under this subsection.

{3) The provisions of this snbsection shall apply to any change in
the yeaqulations proposed by the Administrator in the report required
by subsection (a). Any proposed change shali take into account the
factors described in paragraph (1) through paragraph (7) of sub-
section (a), and such proposed change shall be submitted by the
Administrator in the same manner as the report required by snbsec-
tion (a).

(4) Paragraph (5) is enacted by the Congress—

() as an exercise of the rulemaking power of the Senate and
the House of Representatives, respectively, and as such it shall be
considered as part of the rules of cach House, respectively, and
such rules shall supersede other rules only to the extent that they
are inconsistent therewith: and

(B) with full recognition of the constitutional right of either
House to change such rules (as far as relating to the procednres
of that House) at any time, in the same manner, and to the same
extent as in the case of any other rule of that House.

{3#) (A) Any resolution introduced under paragraph (1) shall be
referred to o committee by the Speaker of the House or by the Presi-
dent of the Senate, as the case may be.

(B) If the committee to which any such resolution is referved has
not reported any resolution relating to any regulation or change pro-
pozed by the Administrator under this section before the expiration of
sixty calendar days after the submission of any such proposed regu-
lation or change. it shall then be in order to move to discharge the
connnittee from further consideration of such resolution.

(C) Such motion may be made only by a person favoring the reso-
lation, and such motion shall be privileged. An amendment to such
motion is not in order, and it is not in order to move to reconsider the
vote by which such motion is agreed to or disagreed to.

(D) It the motion to discharge is agreed to or disagreed to. such
motion may not be renewed.

(E) When the committee has reported, or has been discharged from
further consideration of, a resolution introduced under paragraph
(1).1t shall at any time thereafter be in order (even though a previous
motion to the same effect has been disagreed to) to move to proceed to
the consideration of such resolution. Such motion shall be privileged.
An amendment to such motion is not in order, and it is not in order
to move to reconsider the vote by which such motion is agreed to or
disagreed to.

{6) For purposes of this subsection, the term “legislative days”
does not incFude any calendar day on which both Houses of the Con-
£ress are not in session

"Legislative
days."
83 STAT. 1697

(e) The provisions of this titls shall not apply, on and atter the date
upon which regulations proposed by the Administrator take effect
under subsection (b), to any tape recordings or other materials given
to Richard M. Nixon. or his heirs. pursuant to subsection (a) (7).

83 STAY. 1593
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(d) The provisions of this title shall not in any way affect the rights,
limitations or exemptions applicable under the Freedom of Infor-

mation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 352 et seq. :
;

JUDICIAL REVIEW

44 USG 2107 Sec. 105. (a) The United States District Court for the District of
note, Columbia shall have exclusive jurisdiction to hear challenges to the
legal or constitutional validity of this title or of any regulation issued
under the authovity granted by this title, and any action ov proceeding
involving the question of title, ownership, custody, possession, or con-
trol of any tape recording or material referred to in section 101 or
involving payment of any just compensation which may be due in
connection therewith. Any such challenge shall be treated by the court
as a matter requiring immediate consideration and resolution, and !
such challenge shall have priority on the docket of such court over z
other cases. £
Separability. &b) If, under the procedures established by subsection (a), a judi-
cial decision is rendered that a particular provision of this title, or
a particular regulation issned under the authority granted by this
title, is unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such decision shall not
affect in any way the validity or enforcement of any other provision
of this title or any regulation issued under the authority granted by

B
H
:
this title. , g
¢) If a final decision of such court holds that any provision of g
f

H

i

:

!

1

Compansation. (c)
this title has deprived an individual of private property without just
compensation, then there shall be paid out of the general fund of the
Treasury of the United States such amount or amounts as may be

adjudged just by that court.
AUTHORIZATION OF ATPROPRIATIONS

Sxc. 106. There is authorized to be ap

be necessary to carry out the provisions o

fpropriated such sums as may
this title.

TITLE II—PUBLIC DOCUMENTS COMMISSION

Public Docu-
ments Act,
SHORT TITLE
44 USC 3315 Sec. 201. This title may be cited as the “Public Documents Act”.
note,
ESTABLISHMENT OF STGDY COMMISSION

Sec. 202. Chapter 33 of title 44, United States Code, is amended by 2
adding at the end thereof the following new sections: g
§ 3315. Definitions ]
Poit, ppe 1699,  “For purposes of this section and section 3316 through section 332+ |
7oL, of this title—

#(1) the term ‘Federal official’ means any individual holding
the office of President or Vice President of the United States, or
Senator or Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Commis-

sioner to, the Congress of the United States, or any officer of the
executive, judicial, ov legislative branch of the Federal

44 UsC 3315.

TOve

TAT : 3 g S
This 1693 “(2) the term ‘Commission’ means the National Study Com-
mission on Records and Documents of Federal Officials; and

Wit
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88 STAT, 1699

" “(3) the term ‘records and documents’ shall include hand-
written and typewritten documents, motion pictures, television
tapes and recordings, magnetic tapes, automated data processing
decumentation in various forms, and ether records that reveal the
history of the Nation.
“8 36 Esiablishment of Commission
“There s established 2 commission to be known as the National
Study Commission on Records and Documents of Federal Officials.
“§ 3317. Duties of Commission
“It shall be the duty of the Commission to study problems and
questions with respect to the control, disposition, and preservation of
records and documents produced by or on behalf of Federul officials,
with a view toward the development of appropriate legislative recom-
mendations and other recommendations regarding appropriate rules
and procedures with respect to such control, disposition, and preserva-
tion. Such study shall include consideration OFf

#(1) whether the historical practice regarding the records and
docurments produced by or on behalf of Presidents of the United
States should be rejected or accepted and whether such practice
should be made applicable with respect to all Federal officials;

“(2) the relationship of the findings of the Commission to the
provisions of chapter 19 of this title, section 2101 through section
2108 of this title, and other Federal laws relating to the control,
_dé?p.o?ition, and preservation of records and documents of Federal
officials;

“(3) whether the findings of the Commission should aiffect the
control, disposition, and preservation of records and documents
of agencies within the Executive Oftice of the President created
for short-term purposes by the President;

“(4) the recordkeeping procediires of the White House Oftice,
with a view toward establishing means to determine which records
and documents are produced by or on behalf of the President ;

*(5) the nature of rules and procedures which should apply
to the control, dislgosition, and preservation of records and docu-
ments produced by Presidential task forces, commissions, and
boards;

“(6) criteria which may be used generally in determining the
scope of materials which should be considered to be the records
and documents of Members of the Congress;

“(7) the privacy interests of individuals whose communica-
tions with Federal officials, and with task forces, commissions,
and boards, are a part of the records and documents groduced by
such officials, task forces, commissions, and boards; an

44 SC 3T15.
liational Study
Commission on
Regords and
Documents of
Federal 07w
ficials,

44 Usc 3317,

44 ysC 1901,
44 ysc 2101,
2108,

“(8) any other problems, questions, or issues which the Com- -

mission considers relevant to carrying out its duties under sec-
tion 3315 through section 3324 of this title.

“8 3318, Membership
“(a) (1) The Commission shall be composed of seventeen members
as follows:

“(A) one Member of the House of Representatives appointed
by the Speaker of the House upon recomnmendation made by the
mz}jority leader of the House;

(B) one Member of the House of Representatives appointed

44 USC 3318,




83 STAT, 1700
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Vacancies.

Compensation.

by the Speaker of the House upon recommendation made by the
minority leader of the House; ) )

“((?) one Member of the Senate appointed by the President pro
tempore of the Senate upon recommendation made by the major-
ity leader of the Senate; s

“(D) one Member of the Senate appointed by the President
pro tempore of the Senate upon recommendation made by the
minority leader of the Senate; _

“(E) one Justice of the Supreme Court, appointed by the Chief
Justice of the United States;

“(F) one person employed by the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent or the White House Office, appointed by the President;

“(G) three appointed by the President, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, from persons who are not officers or
employees of any government and who are specially qualified to
serve on the Commission by virtue of their education, training, or
experience;

%(H) one representative of the Department of State, appointed
by the Secretary of State; :

“(I) one representative of the Department of Defense,
appointed by the Secretary of Defense;

“(J) one vepresentative of the Department of Justice,
appointed by the Attorney General;

“(K) the Administrator of General Services (or his delegate) ;

“(L) the Librarian of Congress;

“(M) one member of the American Historical Association,
appointed by the counsel of such Association; _

“(N) one member of the Society of American Archivists,
appointed by such Society; and

#{0) one member of the Organization of American Historians,
appointed by such Organization.

“(2) No more than two members appointed under paragraph (1)
(G) may be of the same political party.

“(b) A vacancy in the Commission shall be filled in the manner in

which the original appointment was made.

“(c) If any member of the Commission who was appointed to the
Commission as a Member of the Congress leave such office, or if any
nember of the Commission who was appointed from persons who
are not officers or employees of any government becomes an officer
or employee of a government, he may continue as a member of the
Commission for no longer than the sixty-day period beginning on
the date he leaves such office o becomes such an officer or employee,
as the case may be.

“(d) Members shall be appointed for the life of the Commission.

“{e) (1) Members of the Commission shall serve without pay.

“(2) While away from their homes or regular places of business in |
the performance of services for the Commission, members of the Com- -
miston shall be allowed travel expenses in the saine manner as persoens
employed intermittently in the service of the Federal Government are °

allowed expenses under section 5703 (b) of title 5, United States Code,

except that per diem in lieu of subsistence shall be paid only to those !

members of the Commission who are not full-time officers or employees °
of the United States or Members of the Congress.

“(£) The Chairman of the Commission shall be designated by the4
President from among members appointed under subsection (a) (1)

(G)-
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88 STAT, 1701

Sz The Commission shall meet at the call of the Chairman or a
nsgority of its members.

22219, Director and stafl; experts and consultants

B0 TheT ’)HUILalun shall .umomba. Dizector who shail be p.ul ata
tata ol (0 exceerd the rate of basic pay in etfect for level ¥V of the
Excvmi»e Schedule (5 U.8.C. 5314).

*(b) The Commission may appoiat auc. fix the pay of such addi-
tional personnel as it deems necessury.

*(¢) (1) The Commission may procure temporary and intermittent
services to the same extent 25 is authorized by section 3108 (b of title
5, Urited States Code, but at rates for md;ndtml; not to exceed the
daily equivalent of the annnal rate nt basic pay in effect for grade
Gs-13 m the General Schedule (5 U.S.C. 5332).

*(2) 'n procuring services nuder this subsection, the Commission
shall s-ek to obtain the advice and assistance of counstitutional scholars
and members of the historieal. archival, and journalistic professions.

“(«d) Upon vequest of the (,mnmla:,wn the head of any Federal
agency s aunthorized to detail, on a reimbursable basis, any of the per-
sonnel of such agency to the Commission to assist it in carrying out
its duties under sections 3315 through 3321 of this title.

“§ 3320. Powers of Commission

*(a) The Commission may, for the purpose of carrying out its dutiés
under sections 3315 through 3324 of this title, hold such hearmas, sit
and act at such times and places, take such testimony, and receive such
evxdence, as the Commission may deem desirable.

“(b) When so authorized by the Commission, any member or agent
of the Commission may take any action which the Commission is
.mthox ized to take by this section.

) 1‘ he Commission may secure directly from any dep*xrtment or
agency of the United States information necessary to enable the Com-
mission to carry out its duties under section 3315 through section 3324
of this title. Upon request of the Chairman of the Commission, the
head of such depahment or agency shall furnish such information to
the Commission.

“g nn-)l

Support services
“{a) The Administrator of General Services shall provide to the
Commission on_ a reimbursable basis such administrative support
services and assistance as the Commission may request.
“(b) The Archivist of the United States shall provxde to the Com-
mission on a reimbursable basis such technical and expert udvice, con-
sultation, and support assistance as the Commission may request.

“§ 3322. Report

“*The Commission shall transmit to the President and to each House
of the Congress a report not later than March 31, 1976. Such report
shall contain a detailed statement of the findings and conclusions of
the Commission, together with its recommendations for such legisla-
tion, administrative actions, and other actions, as it deems appropr 1ate.
“§3323. Termination

“The Commission shall cease to exist sixty days after transmitting
its report under section 3323 of this title.
*§ 3324, Authorization of appropriations

“There is authovized to be appropriated such sums a2s may be neces-
sary to carry out section 3315 through section 3321 of this title.”.

44 USC 3320.

44 USC 3321.

44 USC 3322,

Report to .

Presideant and
Congress,

44 USC 3323,

44 USC 3324,
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TECHNICAL AMENDMENT

Sec. 203. The table of sections for chapter 33 of title 44, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end thereof the following
new 1items:

“3315. Definitions,

“3318. Establisbhment of Commission,

“3317. Duties of Commission.

“3318. Membership.

*3319. Director and staff; experts and consultants.
#3320. Powers of Commission.

“3321. Support services.

“3322. Report.

“3323. Termination.

“8324. Authorization of appropriations.”.

Approved December 19, 1974.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:

HOUST RZPORT No. 93-1507 (Comm, on House Administration).

SENATE REPORTS: No, $3-1181 (Comm. on Goverrment Cperations) and
No, 93~1182 accompanying S.J. Res, 240 (Corm. on Gov-~
ermmant: Operations).

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol, 120 (1974):

Oct, 3, 4, considerad and passed Senate,
Dec, 3; considered and passsd House, amendecd.
Dec. 9, Sen=te concurred in House amandment with amendmentsy
House concurred in Senate amendments,
WEEXLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMaNTS, Vol, 10, No. 51:
Dec. 19, Presidential statemenf,
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Presidential Recordings and Materials
Preservation Act

Statement by the President Upon Signing the Dill
into Law. December 19, 1974

I have signed S. 4016, the Presidential Recordings and
\uatecials Preservation Act. This measure provides the
‘ollowing:

Title I: governs the possession, security, and accessibility
i tape recordings and other materials of the former Pres-
ilent. Included are virtually all documents produced
within the White House during the previous Administra-
iun. The Administrator of General Services is charged
with obtaining “‘complete possession and control” of the
izpe recordings and materials which would be made avail-
able immediately, subject to any rights; defenses, or priv-
ileges which may be asserted, for “subpoena or other legal
process.”

The Administrator is also directed to issue protective
rezulations “at the earliest possible date” governing the
possession, security, and custody of the tapes and materials.
Finally, the Administrator shall draft regulations govern-
ing general public access to the tapes and materials, tak-
ing into account a series of specified needs: (1) to provide
the public with the “full truth” on the abuses of govern-
mental power incident to “Watergate”; (2) to make avail-
able the tapes and materials for judicial proceedings; (3)
to guarantee the integrity of national security informaticn;
‘4) to protect individual rights to a fair trial; (5) to pro-
tect the opportunity to assert available rights and privi-
leges; (6) to provide public access to materials of historical
significance; and (7) to provide the former President with
tapes or materials in which the public has no interest.

Title I also provides for the expeditious judicial review’

of challenges to the “legal or constitutional validity” of the
statute or of any regulation issued under its authority, and
any action or proceeding involving “the question of title,
ownership; custody, possession or control” of any tape re-
cording or other material. In the event it is determined
that the former President has been deprived of personal
property under the provisions of Title I, “just compensa-
tion” shall be paid to him.

Title I1: establishes a “Public Documents Commission”
io study problems with respect to the control, disposition,
and preservation of records produced by or on behalf of
“Federal officials.” These are defined to include elected
Federal officials and any officer of the executive, judicial
or legislative branch of the Federal Government. The
Commission is directed to make specific recommendations
for legislation and other recommendations for rules and
procedures as may be appropriate regarding the documents
of such officials. A final report fulfilling their mandate is to
b= -ubmitted to the Congress and the President by
March 31, 1976.

It has been my consistent policy toward the records of
the former President to protect hoth the records them-

sclves and the legal rights of all parties involved. Follow-

ing the release of an opinion of the Attorney General of
the United States to the effect that the tapes iind materials
of the former President constituted his personal property,
an agreement was entered intu by Mr. Nizon and Mr
Sampson, the Administrator of General Services, on Sep-
tember 6, 1974. This agreement was intended to govern
the possession, security, and accessibility of the tapes and
materials and it secured them from destruction or aitera-
tion during the periods when they might be needed in court
and grand jury proceedings. Since then, a great deal of liti-
gation and public attention have centered on that agree-
ment. Alchough I believe it would not be appropriate to
comment on the various issues, constitutional or otherwise,
which are presented by pending cases or by the subject bill,
I do want to mention that, by agreement made Novem-
ber 9, 1974, the interests of the Watergate Special Prosecu-
tion Force for access to the tapes and materials were fully
accommodated.

It is my understanding of the intent of the Congress
that this act will provide the former President and others
with the opportunity to litigate any right or privilege which
may be asserted relevant to the tapes or materials.

The Administrator of General Services will move
promptly to obtain complete possession and control of the
tapes and materials and to discharge his other duties under
the law.

I will name the Presidential appointees to the “Public
Documents Commission” as quickly as possible. I am
hopeful that the Commission will suggest even-handed
and uniform rules governing the documents of all Federal
officials.

~NoTE: As enacted the bill (S. 4016) s Publie Law 93-526, ap-
proved December 19, 1974.

Confirmation of Vice Presiden
Designate Rockefeller

Statement by the Presideni. December 19, 1974.

I am delighted that Nelson Rockefeller has been duly
confirmed today to be the 41st Vice President of the
United States. I congratulate him and look forward to
his participation and assistance in the Administration.

I commend the House of Representatives for its con-
firmation vote today and the Senate for its vote earlier.
Members of the 93d Congress have rendered a service to
the Nation by filling the constitutional office of the Vice
President before adjournment. Al Americans will benefit
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 3, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP W. BUCHEN

THROUGH : DOUGLAS P. BENNETT'CﬁG&
FROM: J. ROBINSON WEST

SUBJECT : National Study Commission

on Records and Documents
of Federal Officials

I recommend that Douglass Cater (Resume attached) replace
Harry McPherson on the subject Commission. Mr. Cater is a
well known journalist and academic figure, and according

to McPherson, is very sympathetic to the needs of the Presi-
dency concerning the need for confidentiality. I believe
we would do better with Mr. Cater than with John Roche or
DeVeir Peirson whom McPherson also mentioned.

With your permission, we would like to staff this change
as quickly as possible.

Cilly MWW

7)7]7 0

So



CATER, DOUGLASS, educator, writsr, «ditor; b Montgomery Ala.,
Aug 24, 1923; s. Sifas D. snd Nancy {Chesnutt) C.; grad. Philip

Exeter Acad., 1942; A.B. Havard, 1947, MAA, 1948: m. Lx'bhy
-\nderson. Dec. 20, 1950: children—Silas Douglass 11, Rebeees S.,
Litby M., Benjamin W. Washington editor Reporter 250-63,

nat. affzirs editor. 1963-64; spl. 238¢. Lo Pres. Johnso m&é&-& 8; spl.
85K 10 sec. army, 1951; cons. to dir. \'iuLSm. %952, Ferris
it prof. pub. Princeton, 1959; vis.

L. Middietown, Conn., 1963; Regent p st San ?nncuco.

1971.72; vis. prof. Stanford, 1972, dxr A’&
communications and soc.: sz, sdviser Acad, Served wuh
the 0SS, World War I1L Guggenheim fellow, 1955; Eiseahower
e\change fellow, 1957; recipient George Polk Memb award, 1951;
N.Y. Newspaper Guild Page One award, 1961, Mem, Sigma Delta
Chi. Pmbyn. Clubss Nat. Press, Qversess Writers {Washington).
Axthor; (with ) \h.rqc uis Childs) Echics [n a Business Sociery, 135 The
Fourth B: overnment, 1959; Power in Washingron, 1964,
Danx The lrrelevent Man, 1970. Home: 928 Mears Cs Stanford CA
34305 Ofﬁcc 770 Weich Rd Pelo Alto CA 93304




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 29, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: BARRY ROTH )

SUBJECT: Public Documents Commission

s o-“l‘lf
Doug Bennett tells me that they are now doing Hill clearances
on Luke Battle and that these should be completed in another
three or four days. An announcement could then be expected
next week. Mike Uhlman called me with respect to the Attorney
General's appointment to the Commission. It appears that
either he or Nino will be selected (and probably Nino) by the
Attorney General. They will apparently plan to announce the
designation some time next week, about the same time the
President's appointments are announced.



National Study Commission on Records and

Documents of Federal Officials
1000 Connecticut Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20036

July 1, 1976

Honorable Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Buchen:

Many thanks for forwarding to me the copy of the letter of
inquiry on agency records being circulated by Chairwoman
Abzug of the Government Information and Individual Rights
Subcommittee of the Committee on Government Operations.

Initial inquiries of the Subcommittee staff indicate a wil-
lingness to share the information collected with the Commis-
sion. Mr. Brownell has been informed and will, I am sure,
wish to take further action in the near future.

Sincerely,
/o l—
Robert Brookhart

Director

Enclosure






