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. . c~ntrol Of presidentiaf pap~rs urgiic/, ·· 
By Will!,41m Braden , · procedural grounds.! and must ul~tely be decidec!at a high- The report concluded: -

: U a President doodles on a scratch pad dtirlng a session er judicial level · • . . "America's government Ii the piibllc's lnstrum.eiit, thosen 
·with )he National Security Council IS the doodle a "preslden- Against this backgrounCI, die American· Assembly urged leg- to meet the claims of the tutlire and the needs of the mciment, 
.. tial paper"? And who should own it?lt might, after all, be of lslatlon to recognize "a new form of public. property rights building upon the· uses of the past. It speaks to the people by 
.pat Interest to future psychoblstorlans. • • • for the records ~ alJ. federal_ officials." • · : · Its record. Whether to address best hopes and anxious desires 
~- What about a note"to me White House milkman? (No milk 'Senate." . '""' • . .. ._,.. ;•. • ".,,...., ' l!l' to call IJP memories of past glories and frustri.ted ~bitlOD: 
':today.ye:~golngto Camp Davf4.~l · . ~' Drawing !tit chalk line,. the assembly held that "the lniei:est _ . that ~~-~~!~It J~ ~-~"".4 and.~~dr lt.,!_s. 
;'lt'lbe examples are not entirely frivolous. They suggest there of a President or other person In ~ that may bear upon a~ble. • . . · • .,.,.. ;·F\ ¥-t ::-·.,,...i.V"." • . <+ • , . · ' 
inust be some ~eoretlcal point :where a President's private his privacy or that of his family.should be __ recognlzed." The. ;,;. :Our t{llditlon.ln ~With the i:ecords of.public omciBts. 
,)lapers 'end and bis public papers l:iegin.'. · . assembly a~ded~ "It Is !RJ!ftdept that that jnterest be·. recog- 1 :-Is a disappointing one.· It has cost the nation a part Of Its 
:r· The dltficulty In drawing the line has been one of the main nl7.ed in p~clple, with_ the burden Of proof to.!>e borne by the ,.,heritage and has deprived our policymakers, u much a:s the . 

. ·· obstacles. In resolving the debate, generated by tbe Nizon person making the. c1a!JD Y, privacy to demonstrat_e._ that that people, of Instruments to guide present and tu~ choices.".. i . 
. 'tapes, over the control of presidential records. Wbat about \:lalmshoulo:lprevail. ·-~ :ffe--_ •. ,~ .... _,,.;)', · -. ,. -"· · . · 

· 41!aries and personal letters? What about documents ·relat- ,..,...., "U a President ill able to demonstrate a privacy Interest In ' ·.,.,, - ~ - - - - - - - - iiii - - - ...., · · \l"~JngtothePresident'sactlvltlesasapolitlcalpartyleader? .t.any given record, that interest should be ifttected on1y 'by 0 f · · '\- ,/" 1 ~~ "~.An effort to help draw that line was made recently by the t:Onditlons on the timing of public disclosure. It should have no · ALMER COE HONORS · ·;.---,. •-:' \ •. 

--{·48tb Amerlciin Assembly of Colwnbia University, a public af· bearing on the public ownershj,P of any such record. . f ::~~EfM~~~;RED. :: • . I 
· fairs foruni that discussed The Records or Public Officials" "A President should have no right of destructlOD of public I AMERICAN EXPRESS · __ '-. I 
Jn a meeting at Arden House In Harriman, N.Y. Participating records." • •· .... ' . ' _. . . . DINERS' AND - ·-··-, - . 

w'ere n historians, llbrarlans;aicblvlstl, publishers, members The assembly said the mandate Of the new National Study 11 g:!'J~n8i~!%E: ~· ' ..,"I 
or the bench and bar and Journalists, Including Sun-Times. Commission "should be unlimited In scope· and range for the . Charge Account I 
editor James Hoge.:; :' ~~'.:-'1 . '-' :. -:: . · · · _ ;resolution. of all issues dealing with the records of all federal I 1 · 

In Its consensus report, released Friday, the assembly as- ,-otflclals ... And it called on the President, the Senate and other . I .. . -< I :• 
11erted: T!Je practice of recognizing ownership of presidential appointing authorities t~ "move with urgency and dlspatcll to . I . , -.-.. . ( ~· 1 ,I 
~ by Presidents or their heirs should be ended Imme- complete the me::nbersbip of the commission." · S rt. N , ~ _.#{ 
c11ate1y • • • the 1nterest of the nat1on 1n the.. office of the The assembly s report also renected skepticism of the I ma ' ew .di-'! : ~· , 
Presidency and 1n the performance of Presidents 1s unique National Archives and Records Service, established 1n 1934 Half-Eye -Glasses • 'CJ 
and requires special attention to the preservatiaa utilization and controlled by a pollUcal agency""'.' the General Services I Reading eyeglasses lhai are a '-'!'!Bl~. ~, ., 1 
of presidential records. . . ~ - · . A~tratlon. ,:_....,:;.., .. ~. . -· • ~. I joy to have for desk work or ~ 

"Tbat Interest justifies public control of the records ot Pre.!- 'The time bas come," the ~port said, "to·estahllsh a new · eveni~ reading even if you • ' ,.... ·; ' I 
!dents. That interest also justifies public control of, or at least Independent archival and management system under a new I have bifocals. _ · 
Uml~ access to, the records ot pen00.s associated with the Independent federal agency, Insulated from improper In- I - · f I 
President In the conduct of the public business .;... whether fiuence and obliged to make public reports.'~ i.· I I\ • 

·those persons be employes Of the goVernment or private cftl- The assembly report continued: • -:- _.::~~· · . \\\'"JI, - .,i'I 
mns acting In the role ot advisers on public policy." ' " - /'The {new) agency should consist of a board, c!nwn from , I . . \!JLU;JU~U!!;l*i - - I 

The uRmbly thus cballenged the unwritten tradition that a various occupations, disciplines and political parties, and a I Prescription Opticians Since 1886 . I 
President's recoids are bis private property, to do with as he professionally qliallfted chief officer (archivist) •••• The power . 
~eases. That traditlOD extends back to George Washington. ot appointment of the members cit the board should be In the I 10 N. Michigan 666 N. Michiga".'. , .330 s. Mlc!'!vm'' I 
And it was uiJcontested, by any law or judicial decision until ·President, but be should be required to make a majority of the · ·I • 237~ E. n,1 St., Chicago ''.• Old O<chGrd, si..iu. · • • I 
the l!r74 Nixon-Ford agreement, -wbl~ provided not only for . ap~lntments from lists submitted to him by the Congress, the · I • 16ol2 Orrington, ~ . • Rand"'"' c.-. MJ. ''°"*' . 

-,.Richard M. Nixon's pardon but also for the destruction of bis judiciary and appropriate professicinal organizations ..••• The • Gall Mill-Contw, Nifot . ' • River Oaks Contw · • • I 
T··tapesafterfivelear.s ..• ·. ·~· I, •. . . -board should .propose the person t6 serve u arclllvlst who t • o.lclwookShoppiovC.- ·~ • Part.For .. tf'loza -'I 
· · One response to tha('agree~ent ~ tii~ passage by·~ ·would be appointed by the President with the content :it the ' ·· · • • Labhunt Canter, W?'*egon - ~ 
• gress last Dec. 9"of tbe Presidential Recordings and Material .Senate." · 4- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Preservation Act. Tbe act provided for the establishment of a 
National Study Commission ti> recommend JeglslatlOD and • • II• SICllll CelllrJll Slnlce 11 lllsic ill ......,_.,Ill 
regulations for the control and preservation of the .records of .free. '99 Bottles of Beer' _ ... 
1>~dents and other f~ral officials. It also nullified the pact A free movie dealing with al-

• on the Nixon tapes, pending a judicial finding.· t . · coholism, ~'99 Bottles of u..... ". 
- ll!l!lli<r U.S. ......... ,.. "-·-TrA- 'Charles ·R·-.... - ot w· a.shlngton" ... will be sh" ~ .. " • • • .,..... • • .--!P""'· · _..,_ • ....,.... • ........- · ~, . · own at • p.m. Friday 

, · ruled 1an. 31 that the Nixon materials '.-,mlch were generated, • In the Sherman Park Library, 
created .produced or kept In the a~on an4 perform- 5440 S. Racine. The .program 

_IDCe of the ~ and. duties .Of~ t!Je ,Office _ot the President will be part of the activities ot 
belong to the gove~ei_i!··and !Ire not the personal.property Natlon8! Library Week, Mon-. 
of the forpie~ President, That rulmg w~ u t on appeal, on day through April 19._ ,;,;j: •• 

.. l-lov.de tJ! Sc;~ 
c . - • ,,,.,..,,,, • • ~ 

:; BOOKCASES 

~·3 ... $9995 · · • for .~ . 
·~· ·: ... .,. :_ c.._....,. ~ SZ19.00· ~ r 
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\/ 'iil ldl:>U Ai , .ill.Ai l .t., ..19 7 ;) 

~~dwar }lezvinsky~;A l~THEWASHING~ON~s;J . ' 
•·. 11 . . ~.:'1i~ t.._~.,··"'f~'.•'' r_t 1~~~, · · 
· , ~<?ser:vn~g Docu.ment~ ·~ 
. ..... • •, 11·. t 1 

~ " > • f ,,, • I 

. And ·Eederal Records· , · ,. 
t ' t, '."•' x l .• • • l . '. .• ,. Jilt':~ I 

'_, l uiil4 7iame the preridential ap.·",,J,_··aectd&d tci: scek a·tts~nSlble national1 
. · 1 poi11t••~ to tlat j "Pill>lic Docum<nll\ . ::·pol(cy for-tlll!:'.t!mtl'ol1 dlsposllldn. and 

Cqmmr.ion• as qu!cklr .as pos . .slblc. prCse~cltion ol pnper,a.Jap~s and'f>ther ' 
-,-'Pnddi11t .Ford, Dtc. 19, 1974 docunlent$ prepared b~ and tor Pres!· 

• President· Ford gave that assuranct dents and otlter federal orticials, ln-1 arty five ruonths ago upon enact· eluding c?ngrhsmcn'. Toward this end, 1 

ment ' of the J>resicfuntial Recording. the. P,res1dentlal Recording and Ma· 
ind .Materi:ils Pteserv.ation Act. In terials Preservation Act established an 
slgrUng the bill, which. created the Na- independent, 17-member commJsslop to 

I 
tlonal Study Comniisslon on Federal ' study problems with respect 1.o the 

, Records rand Documents of Federal l"' records of federal officials and make 
t Officlabi, tho Presiclent also accepted speclf~c recommendations for leglsla· 
· Congreas' decree rejecting his agree. ·lion and other appropriate 'tUJes and 
~ tnent wl~ former-President N)xou re; procedures regardl~g such documenta. 
l gardlng the dl5"osition df Nixon's The tafk b,e!or.~ the, ~ommlsslon ls 1, White llo_use pnperi and "tapes. 'But lmmeMe alll) tile goal IS' twofold~ . (I) · 

whlle 11 the · congrCsslo'nal rnemben: of' to preserve federal j tccords to the'
1
J 

. the comm!S.!0111 and thos~'of design· maximum possible •~tent and (2) to 
~ 1. I I · ··""!r assure the broadest and earli'cst Afacti~ 

t •, \- _ l : cable acccs.ibility to t~esc documents. 
~, ,, ~--:--,--- But these can be i;onflicUng d.ims and 

,, 1
1 

• • .:~ 'i · • . ., this !q.ct ae<:eat\lates the complexity of 
;} l!ep. Jll.,.vu.uky {1J•l"'!"') "01~ oJ the questions before the' commission, • 
·:ifo1ir co11grcH1011~l appouded lo the While proposals for quick public ex-'! 
4Naiio11al Stud.r GommiHiorl on Fed- a. am.inaUon o~ presidential papers are 1 

' -eral Record! and Documents. of. r~ generaUy applauded, 8Uch provisions ! 
' erol Olficlau~ V ··· .,,,.;,J, could ~erve to stifle the keeping ofj 
J '~ -'L ~ '. . records or ericouragt! their dest.rucUob. \ 
; .~ . ··r' 4:;' , With tills In mind, the commission ·l ,: · \. ;n . ,~, must ~onsider whct~er restrictions are1· 

l ated profess,lona! organizations of'hll- necessary to 4'nsure that events of his-
. toriaDI .and . archlvl~ts. have been J torlcal signJ!ican~e are recorded and,_ 

named, , President Fdrti ' has yet to preserved.' lf rest,ti~Uons Bft deemed 
name- the· three presidential appoint· necessary, the cdmmtasion must d~-

it ees who require c-on!irmalion ·Hy \he • termlne how to balance the n~ed for I 
1 Senate. Because one ·or the President's confidentiality 191th the public~ right 

I. appolntecsJis to serve as chairman of to know. Furthermore, ln considering 
: the commission, Mr; Ford's procrastina· resLrlctlons on a~cess to presidential 

ti .has paralyied U>.e commls1lon be, papers, the comn:ussion will have to de-- 1 ;r on • 1 lermlne w)lo will stipulate 1such r•· 
friore It had a chance to •Ve.II "e~ n strlctlons.1 U It ls le!t to the Pl'•Sident 
lr 1\8A~~:O'::-~~tJ!r~~ncept haf.nelther , ·to decide w~at will ond will not bo- , 
\~ be~n set by Jaw nor tested in . the come publle, Would we encourage the \ 

1 courts, every ·President from George Chief Execut.lve to purge his papers 11 
Washington through Lyndon' Johnson ,In order. io present ·history , with a~ 

·. has 1regarded ~ materials aCcumulated partiali llD l ~ f ZC d f e C or~ ~ Of 11an j 
while in office as his personal pfop· administration. . , l 

~erty, to use or: dispose of u he saw In Our concern. !or preservmg the 
fit I deed Richard Nixon ls attempt· accuracy o( the historical record. the f 

' Ing ;'.,. perpetuate that tr ad I tlo D. commission must ti*° resolve the qu••· l 
through a current court challenge'to. _Hons or w~ether an ex-Pre&lde~t has'.f 

•-the eonstltutionallty of the law which ·the right ._io delegate Iller~ ·rights I 
denies him such absolute conttol ot. of, politic I sclentls~ and ! dbc!'!!Jli11-i 

~pfesid ntial records: l aUng' against others. .v -~ ·: 
The rnotion that Presidents own pre•c. T A central Issue in all .of t.hHe que• 

~. idenUal pai>erS hu le~ to erratic treat-, ;tlona Is the yet to be resol~ def,lnl·i 
.l;;;ent of th•se primary historical docu· · .• Uon of the term, prtsldtnti<st paP<rf •. j 
'i.Jm. ents: sorhe have been lostj some. :~To what extent are materl. ale p~pued. ~ 
l'lstolenj some sold · for pro!it; many·,.~' the Whi~ Ho~u~ ~~~ .. ~-
·1· given to the pubitc, or which aom•~ •• i" · .;. . . · S i?J~- • t..t:r~~;/l ':.r 
. have been sealed ~or ~ar:s; .and JOtQ•nt~ .,, - __ _ 1 y, ;,.. ~~ ·r/~ 
~estroyed ....... _ , ,i. ~ ,, :··,, r_. '"I 
Because~ public attention focused l • i-~ 6':~_., l't 

i on this 1ll!'ue 1. targe1y due to the 1 1"The, notion· that'• '"!'~"'r ' l. 
tWatergale scandal, lt is instructive lb •• ··~ ' .: . . t, Li!\ . ¥''£' ,_. i\i : .• q ~ 
:recall the fate of warren G. Hardlog's Presideritt 01vn ' pre.side.ntiaf . j 

·}'pre~denllal papers,· Following his •.. •>t111•'*'' • J-Ti .•. . .. · 
death as Harding's reputation wa!\ ·· '•W' l d t '..IP~'!''• ' 

., alnkl~g Into the Tupo~ Dome scandalJ .val,'l!r~'lilf'•' e ,, O ~· ..,....,.,t ·~ 
·,his wife, Fl9rance; set about burning , ht.n~U> ...!t i.~.· • · + 1•1"' 
-much of his correspondenc" as part of lr~"Rl'l'i ""1 t.,.,,P.~.~; , 

,41a campaign of destruction ~nd suppres--r . • ~' · • '·' 4 
t • ' f~'lJ .... 

• jslon aimed at preventing further deg- /u3tor1C!f£' docf'me1&r.,,l~} , •. ~~·: I I radation of her husband's name; "'I·. , , · ~. ,.;;'' • . . '~!· ~A1 
Hthough some of Harding's papen that t . . ~~) , ... 
fl were spated the torch· ArC now accessl· ,, r "~ ,_ r. ,1f1 , 1 . "' · \ \, 
, ble to the· public, one eollectlon, held · . " · , , 
· 'by•thc Library of ¢opp-eu, ls aealed eluded In this category( Can presiden· . 
' until th• year 2000:~.,. •. , , · :.tlal papers be sepafat~d. as some aug- 1 

The !larding pepers present an ex• -..gest, Into ·gtouplngs deslgned1pirsoiwl, l 

I 
. treme case, but this )B far from the sole} public and politlcal1 What sl!eguard• ~ 
·instance o! abu;. of the. traditional are necessary ··to protect '!rldlvldual 

;·,dbcretionary right of Presidenta and,.· privacy p~d pte•ent·JX>Utical exploit( l 
~ their heirs to .dispose- ~~presidential lion .Sf sensJ.Uve paper9? _ • :1 • 

); papers. 1n recent years, such docu· 1 Clearty; JC seems· that •acb. fulie~ 
menb have received better treatment- , raised in the··compUcated maze loom-"l 
,tile p~pers.of Hoover through•Johnson "' lng before. the •' cammlsslott.i.teads 1 to~ 

• 'are deposited (with restrictions on another, · equally. Important queaUon:lj 
, their use stipulated by the Presidents) As a Hpuse- ,appointee to. th&' com- , 
, Jn the pl'<slqentiat library system of · mission, I am eager to begin work o!I- I 

' the, National Archives. But .ther~ 10' no the challengln' and demanding task J 
; law ' requiring -iPre9Crvation or such befofe us. But, unfortunately. we cant 

documents or In uy way prohibiting not begin. · ..., 
a recurrence o! ~•,,Hardlng·llke .Pll· Th' law .establishing the commls-
tcrage. , · ·· ' slon requires that Ila final report and 

It 1901 the absence of legal guide; recom~endatiolls be submitted to Con•. 
line's governing this. ·area that requhecr gresa and the President by Match 31, 

' Cong1:e11 to protect the Nlxonl papers 1976, Witl>' 'th,• hope that necessary ' 
' ~nd tapes. Having Intervened In this ' lelllslatlon, mlilbt be approved be!ore 1 

, lparUcular ca.Se, Congress 1could then 1 \he close of the 94th Congress. 
\have retrea.ted, leaving the disposition The ·burden 11 clearl,. on Preaident 
1'oC future pres1denllal papers to !utur&• Ford'to move swiltly tO fUIOll bill five. 
Preside~tii and'relylng on !ultire Com; month-old p!etlee to . 1elect the pres!· ' 
gr~sses to step In l! .and when clrcum· dential appolntee1, •u q1f1eld7 · u 

~stances demanded. .Instead, ~.a.are• poulble.0 
· • , 1 • • . ·. . -· 

.· 
t 
! 



May l3, 1975 

D•r John: 

Here la a ••Pr of tlMa law• adopted..,. dae Conar••• 
whleh la Title ll cl'eatea t1'e P\lbUo ~ 
Cm:nmi1alon. 

AUbouch a. cwtlmtlc •Uty el tile law la 'M ... come•ted, 
l MUwe Title D ta _,......&om tlae pl'oYielou ....... 
cball-aed. Aleo 1 a.:loee a capJ ot ti. PJo .. w..&•a 
~ ... ·~ tlMI blU .... Jaw. 

I...,. 1• will call me u •rly u ...... nem well&. 

BMt ........ for a quick rNO....,. 

T1ae Holaonble Jolm By-.. 
1115 Z5tll 1Ueet 

Smcerely, 

1oue11 ~ vlqbda. znoa 

PWBuchen:ed 

. . 



Pubiic Law 93-526 
93rd Congress, S. 4016 

December 19, 1974 

q a . ..-n ~Ct 
T > nrotect and :vre:-~n·e tape recordings 11f conv.,rsation" invotv!n.~ former 

P~e:c<ide11t RidllHtl )l. ?>;L..:on am\ naa!l~ d11rin,g hi<> tenure a;i ?re~ident, aud 
· 1r titer purpose~ 

He it nu1ctf<d by the SPn(lfe and lfou.'Je of Repre.t~·1datii·e.'J of the 
C11itetl Statl!·1 of _11neric1i il• Ccnigre.~.; aiJ~-?1nblerl, That this Act may be 
cited as the "Presitl~ntial Recordings and )faterials Prl'ser;ation .Act". 

TITLE I-PHESERV.:\.TIQ)i OF PRESIDEXTIAL 
HECORDI.XGS . .:\.KD )fATERL\LS 

DELlnmY .-\XI) RETESTIO!'i' OF CERT.-\lX PRE.slDEXTL\I, :'IL\TERLl.LS 

fo;c.101. (a) Xotwithstanding any other law or any agreement or 
understanding made pursuant to section 2107 of title+!. l'nited States 
Code, any Felleral employee in po5Se58ion shall dt>livt>r, and the Admin­
istrator of General Services (hereinafter in this title referred to as the 
"..-\.dministrator'~) shall receive, obtain, or retain, complete possession 
and control of all 01·iginal tape recordings of conversa.twns which were 
recorded or cansecl to be recorded by any offieer or employee of the 
F edeml Government and which-

( 1} involve former President Riehard ~I. Nixon or other indi­
Yiduals who. at the time of the conrnrsation, were employed by 
the Fede ml Government; 

(2) were recorded in the White Honse or in the office of the 
President in tht> Executive Office Buildings located in ,,. ashing­
ton, District of Columbia; Camp David, :Maryland; Key Iliseayne, 
Florida; or San Clementt>, California; and 

(3) were recorded during the period beginning .January 20, 
1!.l6V, nnd ending .August fl, l!.174. 

(b) ( l) .\' otwithstanding any other law or any agreement or under­
standing made pursuant to section 2107 oE title 44, l'nitecl States 
Code, the Administmtor shilll receh·e, retain, or make reasonable 
etforts to obtain, compltite possession nnd control of all papers, docu­
me-nts, memomndums, transcripts, and othet· objects nnd materials 
whi<-h constitute the Presidential historical materials of Richard :\L 
Xixon, covering the period beginning .January 20, 196fl, and ending 
.-\ugustV, 1:11+. 

(2) For purposes of this subsection. the term "historical materials'' 
has the meaning given it by section 2101 of title 44, Fnite<l States 
Code. 

,\V.\lI .. \BIIXIT OP CERTAIN PRESIDl·:NTlAL )L\TERL\LS 

SEc. 102. (a) Xone of the tape recordings or other materials referred 
to in section 101 shall be cle:<troyed, except as hereafter may be prodded 
by law. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this title, any other 
faw, or any agreement or understanding made pursuant to section 2107 
of title ·14. Fnited States Code. the tape recordin~ anrl other materials 
rt>ft>rrcd to in section 101 shall, immediately upon the elate of enact­
ment of this title, be made available, subject to any rights, defenses, or 
prfrileges which the Federal Go\·ernment or any person may invoke, 
for use in any judicial proceeding or otherwise subject to court sub­
pena or other ll:'gal pl'ocess. Any request hy the Office of l\'atergnte 

Pres ider.tia.l 
Recording3 ar.d. 
f-aterials ?ra­
s~rv-a-tion Acri;. 
44 l.iSC 2107 
note. 

44 use 2101 
no~e. 

"Histol"iaal 
materials.," 

88 STAT. 1695 
as S'i'AT. 1596 

44 USC 2:!.07 
note. 

.. . : 
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44 use 2101 
note. 

Report to 
C~ngress. 
44 USC 2107 
note . 

Pub. Law 93-526 - 2 - December 19, 1974 

Special Prosecution Force, wl~ther by com-t subpeim or oti1er la\\·fol 
process, for access to such recordings or materials shall at all time~ 
hu1.-e prinrity over any other reque:;t for ~uch recordin;r.; or matHi:1b. 

( c) Richard )f. Nuon, or any person whom he may de,;i!!nati.> ia 
'vrit~ng, shaH :.i.t all times have a•:c.-ss to the tape recordings <Hill i1er 
materials reierred to in section 101 for any pur[J"'se which i5 consi;;;tent 
with the provisions of this title, subse{1uent and subject to the l'f>gub­
tions which the AdministrJ.tor shall issue pursuant to section 103. 

(cl) Any agency or department in the executive branch oi the Frcl. 
eral GoYernment shall at all time5 ha\·e access to the tape recordin1..>'S 
and other materials referred to in section 101 for lawful Governme!it 
use, subject to the regulntions whieh the Adnll11istrntfir sl1all issue 
pursuant to section 103. 

REGFLATIO~S TO PROTECT CERT.\l!i T.\PE l:t:CORlll:SG5 .\XU O'l'llt:r: 

~L.\TI:RI.\LS 

SEC. lf);~. The Administrator shall i::isue at till' c•nrliest possible 1late 
such regulations as may be necessary to assure the protection of the 
tape recordings and other materials referred to in section 101 from Jogs 
or destruction, and to prevent acce:>s to such rec01·dings. n11d materials 
by unauthorized persons. Custody of such recordings :i.nt! materials 
shall be maintained in Washington, District of Columbin. or its metro­
politan area, except as may otherwise be necessnrv to rarrv out the 
provisions of this title. • · 

REGUL.ATIO:SS RJ::L.\1'!:'\G 1'0 rem.IC- .\cn:s. ... 

SEc. 104. (a) The Administrator shall, within ninety days after the 
date of enactment of this title, submit to each House of the Congress 
a report proposing und explaining regulations that would prMide 
public access to the tape recordings and other materials referred to in 
section 101. Such regulations shall fake into account the following 
factors: 

(1) the need to provide the public with the full truth, at the 
earliest reasonable date, of the abuses of governmental power 
popularly identified under the generic term "Watergate''; 

(2) the neecl to make such recordings and materials aYailable 1~ 
for use in judicial p1·oceedings; g 

(3) the need to prevent general access, except in accordance ·"' 
with appropriate procedures,established for use in judicial pro- IT 
ceedings, to information relating to the Xation's security; ;..; 

(4) the nee<l to protect every rndiddual's right to a fair and g 
impartial trial; ~~ 

I 
( 5})! the need ~O J?l'Otec

11
·t abny p1ar~yh's oppor.tu.1

1
1ity to

1 
:~s::;1-ert o.n}yd r~.~ 

ega y or constltutiona y as~c rig t or pnn ege w 11c 1 wou c.• 

pre\·ent or otherwise limit access to such recordings and materials; '1-:: ~;!;: i~~;--- (6) the need to pro;·ide public access to those materials which ~ 
have general historical si~ificance, and which are not likely to be ~! 
related to the need described in paragraph (1); and ~" 

('i) the need to gi,-e to Richard ~I. ~i.xon. or his heirs, for his ~-­
sole custody and use, tape recordings and other materials which r~ 
are not. likely to be related to the need described in p:mtgraph ( 1) _.. 
and are not otherwise of gennal l1istori<'al significance. ~ 

/ 
I 
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, , 1 t ) Tht' rl')!'thrion . .; pr11p1.;se1l by the .\olmimstrator in th~ report 
11 r1:rr11 by s•11i., .... ·tion (a) shall take rtfei:t upon the expiration of 
,,;r" r 1 P~!shtiv • rlavs after tht- submi:;sion of :rnch n•port. unle:;.« sar·h 
I' , ';tt; •II:> :u·1· dt:-::1i)pr•>\"Pd ny a rp;;olution adopted l1y c.itlwr House 
of tr11: ( •ln~r"':;;:; <l•rr•ng ~w·h period. 

't It,.. .\dmm;,;• :•ror 'IL\ i 11t i,;:::m• any regulation or mak.: .rny 
.i 11;;" ;,la reguh\t1on if such regnhtrion or change is dis"ppro,·ed hy 

,itht>?' H1111se of the Congre,.s under this subsection. 
t;i) The prov·isions of this i:;nb;,ertion shall apply to any change in 

ti H'.!!1.lbtions propo:;.>rl h_v the .\rlmini;:;tmtor in the rrport rer1uirP.d 
l•v ,;ubsection (a) .. \ ny propo,;e1l change shall take into a<?connt the 
factors lleserihecl in parngrnph (l) through (l<\mgrnph (7) of s11b­
s•-ction (a). and ~t11·h prop1;:;etl change shall be ~tbmittecl by the 
.\dministmtor in the same m;mner as the repmt req11ir<>d by snosec­
t •m I a). 

(1) I'aragmph ( 5) is enacted by thi' Congre~ ... 
(-\) ns an f'Xercise of the rulenlllking power of the ~ena.te and 

the House of Reprt>~ntatives. respectfrt>ly. and as s11ch it sh<lll be 
•:onsitlered as part of the rnlt>S of each Honse, respectively. and 
such rnl~ shall supe1-se.cle other rules ou1y to the t-xtent tliat they 
are inconsisti>nt tht>rcw1th: and 

(B) with fn1l recognition of thP. constitntional right of either 
Hou!IB to change s11ch rules (as far as relating to the prot~dnt'l.'S 
of that House) nt any time, in tl~e same manner, and to the same 
rxtent as in the- c11se of any other rule of that Honst'. 

(•i) (A) .Any resolution introduced under paragrnph (1) shall be 
l·eferrecl to :i committee by the Speaker of tht' House or by the Presi­
dent of the Senilte, 11s tlw mse may be. 

(D) If the committee to whi<'h any such resolution is refPrred has 
not reported any rcs()f1ttion l'elnting to any re~ulntio11 or change pro­
po;;ecl h_y the .Aclministmtor under this sedion oefore the expirndon of 
sixt\· enlenclnr days after the submission of any such propose<l regu· 
latio11 or change. it shall then he in order to more to di:>charge the 
eorn111ittee from further considemtion of such resolution. 

(C) 8uch motion nmy be made only by·a person favoring the rc·so­
lntion, and such motion shall he pridleged. An amendment to such 
motion i;; not. in order. and it. is not in onler to move to recm1sldt>r the 
,·oh.• hy which such motion is agreed to or clisagri?etl to. 

(D) If the motio11 to disclmrge is agreed to or disagreecl to. such 
motion mav not be renewed. 

(E) \\1~en the f'ommitree has reported, or has been diischarged from 
further consideration of, a resolution introduced under p:m1graph 
( 1). it shall at any time thereafkr b~ in order ( en•n though a predous 
motion to the same effect has been disagreed to1 to move ~o proc€.-ed to 
the Mn~idemtion of such rt-solution. Such motion shall h~ prh·ileQ:ed. 
An nmendment to sm:h mot.ion is not in order, ancl it is not in order 
to morn to reconsider the vote by which such motion is agreed to or 
disa~reecl to. 

( fi) For pnrpost-s of this subsection, the term "legislatin! clays" "Legl.slati'Vlt 
does not inclmle ttt!Y calencb.r dav on which both Hou:ies of thP- Con- dcys." 
gress are not in ;,e"~;;,., • 33 S'i'A'l'. 1597 
. ( c) T Ire pro ~10-'-'~o~f;;-t-;h""'!,..s·--;t-:-i t:-;l-,,-s-;--Ji-,l-;--ll~-1-10-t:--n-p-p-;--I y-· ,-0-1-l -a-n'd_a_t ...... t-e-r .,...t rh_?. _d,..11-,-~-;5:..:'.· ~~sr~A;:.:;:,..!.:..;.H~.s:..;1 3 
i.;pon which regu .... 1ons proposed by the "\.dmini:;trator tnke effect 
uncler subsection (h), to any tape recordings or other materials gi\·en 
to Richard .M. Xixon. or his heirs. pursuant to subsertion ( 11) ('i). 

i 
I 
I .. 

: . 
l 

. ; 

I 



Pub. Law 93-526 December 19, 1974 

( d) The p1·ovisions of this title shall not in any way affect the rights, 
limitations or exemptions applicable undet· the Freedom of Infor­
mation Act, 5 FS.C. § :.iii2 et se<1. 

JCDH:UL REVIEW 

44 t:sc 2107 SE<.:. 105. (a) The United States District Court for the District o[ 
noee . ColumbiiL shall ha»e exclusi~·e jurisdiction to hear challenges to the 

legal or constitutional validity of this title or of any regulat10n issued 
umler the authority granted by this title, ancl any action or proceeding 
involving the question of title, ownership, custody, possession, or con­
trol of any tape recording or material referred to in section 101 or 
involving payment of any just compensation which may be due in 
connection therewith . .Any such challenge shall be treated b_y the comt 
as :i matter requiring immediate consideration nnJ resolution, and 
such challenge shall fui.rn priority on the docket of such court o~·er 
other cases. 

Separability. (b) If, under the procedures established by subsection (a), a judi-
cinl decision is rendered tha.t a pal'ticulat· pro~·ision of this title, or 
a particular regulation issned undel' the authority grnnted by this 
title, is unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such decision shall not 
affect in any way the validity or enforcement of any other provision 
of this title or :my re1:,'1.tlation issned uncler the authority gmnted by 
this title. 

Com,,ansation. ( c) If a final decision of such court holds that any provision of 
this title has deprived an individual of private property without just 
compensation, then there shall be paid out of the general.fund of the 
Treasury of the United Stntes such amount or amounts as may be 
adjudged just by thnt comt. 

AUTHORIZATtoN OF .\rPROPRlATIOX5 

Si,:c. 106. There is authorized to be appropl'inted such sums as may 
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this title. 

Public nocu- TITLE II-PU~LIC DOClHIEXTS CO:\DIISSION 
:nents Aot. 

SHORT TITLE 

44 use 3315 SF:e. 201. This title may be cited as the '·Public Documents Act". 
notf?. 

F.STAl.ILlSIDIE:ST OF ST"GDY CO)DUSSIO)f 

. 1 .. . 
i 
! 

• ? 
SEC. 202. Chapter 33 of title 44, United States Code, is amended bv , 

ndcling ut the end thereof the following new sections: • ; 
• "§ 3315. Definitions • 44 use 3315 . 

io;~t£~ p;i. 1699, "For purposes of this section and section 3316 through section 3:32{ ! 
• of this title- -1 

"(1) the term 'Federal official' means any individual holding 
the office of President or Vice President of the United States, or 
Senator or H t-preston Ltti \"e in, or Delegate or Resident Commis- j 
sioner to, the Congress of the United States, or any officer of the 
executive, jndicial, 01· legislative branch of the Federal 1 

as sT::i' . 16911 _ G<11·Pl·nnu:nt; ~ 
" ' v':., • .i.o/J '·(~) the term 'Commission' means the Xational Stud.- Com- ~ 

mission on Records and Documents of Federal Officials; :incl ;:. 

;; 

! 
' .. 
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.. (.,) th ti tPtm ·records and documents" :;li:ill include hand­
' ritt ·n nn l t) pewritten documents, motion pictures, tele•·i.sion 
t;i »; .ind n•t•ordings. magnetic tapes, automated d:tt.i processing 
cl .• .lffi<'nt,\tion m ,·arious form:;, nnd otht>r record::; that ren:al the 
hi ·tory of the ~at ion. 

":~ ;1;ni;. i.:.,tablil"lhment of Commission 
"Tiler<.' is t-st.iblishe<l :i. eomm!.ssion to be known a:; the :\"ationa.l 

titmly C'ommi~ion on R~ords and Documents of Fedeml Officials. 
"§ 3:117. Duties of Commission 

.. It i;hall b!'l the duty of rhe Commission to study problems and 
11ue tious with resped to the control, disposition, and preservation of 
records and documents produced by or on beha1£ of Federal officials, 
with a \·iew toward t.he de•·elopment of appropriate legislative recom­
mendations :ind other rPCommen<lations reg-.lrdin;r approp1·iate rules 
and procedures with respect to :mch control, disposition, und preserva­
tion. Such study shall include consideration of-

;'(1) whether the historical practice reg:u·ding the records and 
documents produced by or on behalf of Pre5idents of the l:niterl 
Stutes should be rejected or accepted and whether such pmctice 
should be made applicable with re:>pect to al I Federal ollicial.s; 

"(2) the relationship of the findings of the Commission to the 
provisions of chapter 19 of this title, section 2101 through section 
2108 of this title, and other Federal laws relating to the c<>ntrol, 
disposition, and pre3ervo.tion of records and documents of Federal 
officials; 

"(3) whether the findings of the Commission should affect. the 
control, disposition, and preservation of records and documents 
of agencies within the E::s:ecutive Office of the President created 
for short-term purposes by the President; 

"(4) the recordke~ping pro..:edures of the "\\.11ite House Office, 
with a vie~ towar<l establishing means to determine which records 
and documents are produced by or on behalf of the President: 

"(5) the nature of rules and procedures which should apply 
to the control, disposit.ion, and preservation of records and docu­
ments produced by Presitlential task forces, commissions, nnd 
boards; 

"(6) criteria whith may be used generally in determining the 
scope of materials which should be considered to be the records 
and documents of ~{embers of the Congresa; 

"('l) the privacy interests of individuals whose communic:i.­
tions with Federal officials, and with task forces commis.;;ions, 
and boards, are a part of the records and doeumenis produced by 
such officials, task forces, commissions, and boards; and 

"(8) 'ltny other problems, questions, or issues which the Com­
mission considt>rs relevant to carrying out its duties under sec­
tion 3315 through section 3324: of tlus title. 

"§ 3:ns. Membership 
"(a) (1) The Commission shall be composed of seventeen me-mbers 

as follows: 
'; (A) one niemb~r of the House of Representatives appointed 

by the Speaker of the House upon recommendation made by the 
m~oritv leader of the House; 

(B)" one :Member of the House of Representatives appointed 

89 S'!'H. 1699 

44 ,f~c J':.:.J. 

l<atio=l Sbdy 
COl'llllission on 
Reoo?'ds and 
Doc\.l:n'!lr.ts of 
Federal Of· 
fioia.ls. 
44 USC 3317. 

44 use 1901. 
44 use 2101, 
2108. 

44 USC 3318., 
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Vacancies. 

Corr.perisation. 

by the Speaker of the HoulIB upon recommendation made by tha 
minority leader of the House; 

" ( C) one i\remb.>r of the Senate appointed by the P1·esideut prn 
tempore of the Senate upon rPconrn1endation. made by t ma]or­
it v leader of the Senate; 

-,. l D) on~ ~femlkr of the :=:enu.te appointed by the Pre:sident 
pro tempore of the Senate upon re~ornmench\tion made hy the 
minority leader of the Senate; 

'· (E) one .Justice of the Supreme Court, appointed by the Chief 
.Justice of the Cnited States: 

"(F) one person emp\oyetl by the .Executive Office of the Presi­
deut or the "\V'hite House Office, appointed by the President; 

"(G) three appointed L>y the President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, from persons who are not officers or 
employees of any ~o\·ernment. 1\ttd who are specially qu:i.litied to 
sen·e on the Comnussion by ,·irtue of their education, training, or 
experience; 

"(H) one rept-eseutative of the Department of State, appointed 
by the Seeret:try of State; 

"(I) one representative of the Department of Defen;;e. 
appointed by the Secretary of Defense; 

" ( J) one representati \:e of the Department of Justice. 
npl,>ointed by the Attorney Geneml; 

'(K) the .Administrator of Genel':ll Servi.:es (or his delegate); 
"(L) the Librarian of Congress; 

l 
J 

I 
I 
i 
I 

"(:~1) one member of the American Historical Association, 
appointed by the counsel of such Association; . 

•· (N) one member of the Society of American Archivists, 
appointed by such Society; and 

" ( 0) one member of the Organization of American Historians, 
nppointed by such Organization. 

';(2) No more than two members appointed under pamgl'aph {1) 
( G) may be of the same political party. 

"(b) A vacancy ih the Commission shall be filled in the manner in 
which the original .appointment was mu.de. 

"(c) If any member of the Commission who was appointed to the 
Commis~ion as a )!ember of the Congress leave such office, or if any 
member of the Commission who was appointed from persons who ~ 
are not officers or employees of any government becomes an officer 

I 
I 
I 

ot· employee of a government, he may continue as a member of the .. 
Commission for IH> longer than the sixty-day period beginning on 't 
the elate he leaves such office m· becomes such an ofli<'er or employee, i 
as the case may be. .. 

"(d) :\fomhers shall be appoiuted for the life of the Commission. J 
"(e){l) .Members of the Commission shall serve without pay. ' 
"(2) \Yhi.le away from their homes or regular places of hnsiness in f 

the performance of services for the Commission, members of the Com- l 
mision shall be allowed tra\·el expenses in the same manner as persons ,. 
employed intermittently in foe service of the Federal G<wernnwnt a re . 
allowed expenses under section 570:3(b) of title 5, United States Code, i 
except that per diem in lieu of snbsi:;tenee shall be paid only to those t 
members of the Commission who are not full-time officers or employees J 
of the United States or :Members of the Congress. l 

"(£) The Chairman of the Commission shall be designated by the i 
President from among memhers appointed under snbsection {a) (1) ~ 
(G). f 
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'"l·-; ·1 !e {'rm1mi.:>sion sh:ill mt."et at tht> call of the Cliairm.rn or a 
1 , " •· •.) f 1•5 member!:'. 

aa s;;..r. 1701 

··;·: ~~H!;I. Director an<l staff; exp~rts and consultants 44 use 33D. 

''"':e Conuni51on "lrn.11 J.pooint <\Director who slull be pii:•l :it i~ 
In. ... ,,_,; v ~xt.:ee•l t~!e rat~ o(·!~a~ic pay in cd'Lact ior 1e\"el \.- ·J!: th~ 
B:xc,·min1 :::khedult~ l5 u.S.C .. ;::iti). 

'"l L•) Tt1e Commission muy uppQint and fu: the pay of such nddi-
t" •11:tl personnel:tsitdeemsnece.ssary. ' 

.. \ 0) ( 1) The Commissiou may pr·ocnre temporary and intermittent 
~ ... :·\"!<·e:; to the same e:s.tl!nt ~sis ~uthorized by se..:tion :JHIH(h} 'Jf title 
fl, l~! '.tetl Sr:ttes Code, but at rates for irnlfridn:\h not to exceed rhe 
daily »n11irn.!ent of the :innnal rnte of basic pay in effect for grade 
(iS-J. •>f rhe General Schedul~ (5 C".S.C. 5;:)!~2) . 

.. t:2: In vrocuri:1g services muler this subsection, the Commission 
shali s1·ek to obtain tbe adYice and assi:;tauce of constitutional scbobrs 
and members of the historical. archi\·al, and journalistic professions. 

"(<lJ rpon re•1uest of the Commission, the head of any Federal 
agency i-,;; :rnthot·1zed to dPtail, 1;11 a teir.1bur::;able basis, any of r.he per­
sonnel of such agency to th.e Conuni:;sion to assist it in carrying out 
its duties under sections 3~1f> through 3:i:H of this title. 
"§ 3320. Powers of Commission 44 use 3320. 

"(~t) Th~ Commission may, for the purpose of carrying out its duties 
under sections :3;H5 thl'Ongh a:H± of this title, hold such hearings, sit 
and act at sud1 times ancl. places, h•ke such testimony, and receh·e such 
evidence, as the Comre.ission m:w J.eem desirable. 

"(b) \Yhen so autho?'izerl b..r the Commission, any memher or agent 
of the Commission may tuke any action whieh the Commission is 
authorized to take by this section. 

" ( c) The Comrriission may secure directly from any department or 
ugen~y of the lJnited States informtttion necessary to. enable the Com­
mi:;sion to <'arr:i,· out its duties tmd~r section ~315 through section 33~± 
of this title. l7pon request of t11e Chairman of the Commission, the 
head of !'urh department or agency shall furnish such information to 
the Commi~ion. · 
"§ 3.'.l:.!l. Support services 

'· (a) The _\tlministmtor of Genernl Services shall provide to the 
Commission oa a i-cimhursuble basis such administrati\·e support 
serdces and assistance a:s the Commission may·request. 

"(b) ThA .Archivist of tlw Fnited States shall provide to the Com­
mission on a reimhnrsahlc basis such technical and expert ud\·ice, con­
sultation, and support assistance as the C'ornmissiun may request. 
"'§ :33'.!2. Report 

"Tho Commission :;hall tramm1it to the President aud to each House 
of the Con~resi{ a report not. fater than )fa1·ch 31, 1976. Such report 
shall contam 1l dct:iiled statement of the findings and conclusions of 
the C'ommis.-.ion. together with its recommendations for sueh legisb.-
tion. ndministmtin• art ions, nnd other actions. as it deems appropria,te. 
"§3'.l2.3. Termination 

"The Commission shall cease to exist sixty days after tmnsmitting 
it~ report UJ1ller sec>tion :1:n2 of this t.itle. 

"§ ~52-1. Authorization of appropriations 
"There is authorized to be appropriated such sums as may be neces­

S<Lry to carry out section :mm through section 38~1 of this title.". 

44 use 3321. 

44 USC 3322. 
Report to 
Preside:--.t and 
Cor.gress. 

44 use 3323~ 

44 use 3324. 
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TECH::iICAL All.E~D..)1.EST 

Si::c. 20~. The table of sections for chapter 33 of title 44, Uniter! 
Stat~~ Code, is amended by adding at the end thereof the following 
new 1te'ms: 
"::0315. Definitions. 
"3316. Estnbllsbment of Com.mission. 
"3311. Duties of Commission. 
'"3.118. )lembersbip. 
"331:>. Director llild staff; experts and consultants. 
"3320. Powers ol Co~iou. 
"3321. Support services. 
"3322.. Report. 
"S.123. Termination. 
"3324. Authorization of appropriations.". 

Approved December 19, 1974. 

LEGIS~~TIVE HISTORY: 

ROUS~ RZ?ORT No. 93-1507 (Cor.1!!1• on House Ad.'1linist~tion) . 
SENAi'E REPORTS: No. 93-1181 (Corrm. on Government Operations) a..~d 

No. 93-1182 accom?al\}'ir.g S.J. Res . 240 (CoC'!!ll, on Gov­
er.nmant· Operations). 

CO:<GRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 120 ( 1974): 
Oct. 3, 4, considered and passed Senate. 
Dec. 3; considered and passed House, ar.1en~ec. 
Dec. 9, Sen.e.te concurred in House ~~gn~ent 'lfith emendmentsJ 

House concurred in Senate air:end~ents. 
WEE:<'~Y COMPILA'i'IO'I OF PRESID~iTIAL D0C'Ji"!2:TS, Vol. 10, No. 51: 

Dec. 19, Presidential statemen1;. 

GPO 38-139 



~..,I l·~irf ·n .i~d R.tcordings and lVIatcrials 

>resen·ation Act 

~ ztement hy the President Upon Signing the Bill 
r. :o Law. December 19, 197-!: 

\·e 1~ned ~- WI b, the Pra;i<lential Recore.lings and 
\ • : rials Preservation . \ct. This measure provides the 
· '!'1wincr: 

T1. 1e f: governs the po:::session, security, and accessibility 
, • J pe recordings ancl other materials of the fom1er Pre.s-

:it. Included are virtually all documents produced 
.• :tnin the "\Vhite House during the previous Administra­
i1;n. The Administrator of General Services is charged 
1~ith obtaining "complete possession and control" of the 
.ipe recordings and materials which would be made avail­

, 1e immediately, subject to any rights, defenses, or priv­
i!eves which mav be as.serted, for "subpoena or other legal 

-::> ' 

process." 
The Administrator is also directed to is.sue protective 

re•rulations "at the earliest possible date" governing the 
~c;se...;;sion, security, and custody of the tapes and materials. 
Finally, the Administrator shall draft regulations govern­
ing general public access to the tapes and materials, t~k­
ing into account a series of specified needs: ( 1) to provide 
the public with the "full tmth" on the abuses of govern­
mental power incident to "Watergate"; ( 2) to make avail­
llhle the tapes and materials for judicial proceedings; ( 3) 
to cYUarantee the integrity of national security information; 
4" to protect individual rights to a fair trial; · ( 5) to pro­

lect the opportunity to assert available rights and privi­
leges; ( 6) to provide public access to materials of historical 
significance; and ( 7) to provide the former President with 
tapes or materials in which the public has no interest. 

Title I also provides for the expeditious judicial review' 
of challenges to the "legal or constitutional validity" of the 
statute or of any regulation issued under its authority, and 
any action or proceeding involving "the question of title, 
ownership; custody, posse5sion or control" of any tape re­
cording or other material. In the event it is determined 
that the former President has been deprived of personal 
property under the provisions of Title I, "just compensa­
tion" shall be paid to him. 

Tit le I I: establishes a "Public Documents Commission" 
t'l study problems with respect to the control, disposition, 
:lnd preservation of records produced by or on behalf of 
"Federal officials." These are defined to include elected 
F edcral officials and any officer of the executive, judicial 
or le!rislative branch of the Federal Government. The " . C 111mi55ion is directed to make specific recommendations 
t·)f legislation and other recommendations for mies and 
pr t"dures as may be appropriate regarding the document<; 
of . ·h officials. A final report fulfilling their mandate is to 
~ •hmittcd to the Congress and the President by 

'131, 1976. 

I" has been my romistent pr "ry toward the r{"cords of 
the fonner President to protect both •pe n <rel.'> thl:"m­
sdves and the leg.il rights of ll p.irtie-. ii' >lved. Follow­
ing the rdea.~e of an opinion of t~.t> \ttomey G<'neral of 
th~ Unitt>d St.<tes to the effect t'1.i. the t1.pe .. tn<l materials 
of the f.Jnner President coll. titute<l ti, person.ti property, 
an :i jd"o:::nent w.t- entered inh h .. .- \fr. )ii on and 'fr 
Samp=-on, the :\dmini:;trator r;f f;t neral Services, on Sep­
tember 6, 197-4. This agreement was intended to gO\ern 
the possc.'*ion, .security, and acces:.ibility of che t.ipes ~ nd 
material.-; and it secured them from de.,truction or altera­
tion during the periods when they might he necde<l in court 
and grand- jury proceedinis->. Since then, ~t great deal of liti­
gation and public attention ha\·e centered on that agree­
ment. Alchough I believe it would nm be approp~-iate to 
comment on the various issues, constitutional or otherwise, 
which are presented hy pending cases or by the subject bill, 
I do want to mention that, by agreement made Novem­
ber 9, l 9i4, the interests of the Watergate Special Prosecu~ 
tion Force for acce55 to the tapes and materials were fully 
accommodated. 

It is my understanding of the intent of the Congress 
that this act will provide the fomler President and others 
with the .opportunity to litigate any right or privilege which 
may be a...<serted relevant to the tapes or materials. 

The Administrator of General Services will move 
promptly to obtain complete possession and control of the 
tapes and materials and to discharge his other duties under 
the law. 

I will name the Presidential appointees to the "Public 
Documents Commission" as quickly a~ pos.5ible. I am 
hopeful that the Comn1ission will suggest even-handed 
and uniform rnles governing the documents of all Federal 
officials. 

NOTE: As er.acted the bill (S_ 4016) is Puhlic Law 93-526, ap­
proved December 19, 1974. 

Confirmation of Vice Presiden 
Designate Rockefeller 

Statement by the Presi<lent. December 19, 1974. 

I am delighted that Nelson Rockefeller has been duly 
confirmed today to be the 41 st Vice President of the 
U nitcd States. I congratulate him and look forward to 
his participation and assistance in the Administration. 

I commend the House of Repre;;ent,1tives for its con­
firmation vote today and the Senate for it<; vote earlier. 
Members of the 93d Congress have renuered a service to 
the Nation by filling the constitutional office of the Vice 
President before adjournment. .c\ll Americans ''ill benefit 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

July 3, 1975 

PHILIP W. BUCHEN 

DOUGLAS P. BENNETT~ 

J. ROBINSON WEST 

National Study Commission 
on Records and Documents 
of Federal Officials 

I recommend that Douglass Cater (Resume attached) replace 
Harry McPherson on the subject Commission. Mr. Cater is a 
well known journalist and academic figure, and according 
to McPherson, is very sympathetic to the needs of the Presi­
dency concerning the need for confidentiality. I believe 
we would do better with Mr. Cater than with John Roche or 
DeVeir Peirson whom McPherson also mentioned. 

With your permission, we would like to staff this change 
as quickly as possible. 



CATER, DOUGLASS, educ:alor, writer, editor; b. M011110111f111 AIL. 
Aug. 24, 1923; s. Silu t>. and !'iancy {Cllcsnlltl) C: grad. Philip 
E•eter Acad., 19~2; A.8_ Harvard,. 1947, M.A.. 194!: m. li""llby 
Anderson, Dec. 20. I 9SO: childre11-Silas Doua,Ws Ill, Rebecca S., 
Libby M- Benjamin W. WuhingtOO editor 11.epcx1er _.., 19SQ.6J, 
nat. &a"airs ediior. 196~; spl Ult. IO Pra loltruron. 1964-63; spt. 
:Wt. IO sec. army. 195l;com. IOdlr. Mut. Seo.r!!:y A'&'/~ 19S2; Fems 
•1$. prof. pub. alfaits Prineeion. 19S9;.;,.. prof. 1'\lb. lll"airs Wesleyan 
l: .. :l.fiddleu>wn. Conn., 1963; Rcpftt prof. U. Cal. at Saa Fl'll>Cia<:o. 
1971·72; vis. prof. Switcm:l, 1971-. dir. Aspen ~ on 
communications and soc~ .... adviMI' Acid.. EdnJ. DeYei.. Served with 
the OSS. World War ll. Guggenheim fellow. l 9S5; l!isalbower 
uchanJ<t fellow, 1957: MIC'ipieftt Cieorge Polk Meml. award, 1961; 
S.Y. Scwspaper Guild Pag• One award. 1961. Mcm. Siima Delta 
Chi. Presbyft. Oubs:: XaL Pms. Ov- Writer.I {Wasllingron). 
."'-'lllor.(wtth Marquis Childs) Etbio lna Busincu~.19Sl;The 
Fourth Braneb of Government. 19S9; Power in Wub:inglon. 1964; 
Dlna: The lrTe!event Man, 1970. Home: 928 Mean Ct Sianford CA 
'U.lOS Olllce: 770 Wek:b Rd Palo Alto CA ~304 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 29, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: BARRY ROTH t$J(. 

SUBJECT: Public Documents Commission 

11 o+.C1cf 
Doug Bennett ~ells me that they are now doing Hill clearances 
on Luke Battle and that these should be completed in another 
three or four days. An announcement could then be expected 
next week. Mike Uhlman called me with respect to the Attorney 
General's appointment to the Commission. It appears that 
either he or Nino will be selected (and probably Nino) by the 
Attorney General. They will apparently plan to announce the 
designation some time next week, about the same time the 
President's appointments are announced. 



National Study Commission on Records and 
Documents of Federal Officials 

1000 Connecticut Avenue, NW Washington, DC 20036 

July 1, 1976 

Honorable Philip w. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

Many thanks for forwarding to me the copy of the letter of 
inquiry on agency records being circulated by Chairwoman 
Abzug of the Government Information and Individual Rights 
Subcommittee of the Committee on Government Operations. 

Initial inquiries of the Subcommittee staff indicate a wil­
lingness to share the information collected with the Commis­
sion. Mr. Brownell has been informed and will, I am sure, 
wish to take further action in the near future. 

Sincerely, 

~J_,-
Robert Brookhart 
Director 

Enclosure 




