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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

June 10 

Eva, 

This was sent to the President 

by his brother, Tom. The President 

has seen it, and he indicated 

that I should send it to Mr. 

Buchen. 

Dorothy D. 

Digitized from Box 49 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Arbor. -----~ - . -----.::::---... } q/l.J-1'~ ~~ .Ai..'j I 
(For Tte~~tioa;-s~ouse Journal No~ 57, p. 1455.) - . - --~.;:.::> _ ·r.1 ;./~:: .. l 
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/ / A concurrent resolution requesting President Gerald R. Ford to designate Grand Rapids as the location of,~ '·_ 
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· Whereas, ~e~ald R. F~r~ served for _twenty-five y~~ as the Repres_entative f~om N~chi~'s Fifth Dis~~\ \. . ! 
Therefore, 1t 1s very · fitting that. a library be built m Grand Rapids for his presidential papers, SlllC~ i\ : · \ : j 
traditionally, a presidential library is located in the hometown of a president; and . ·U i \ . \ --- 1 

Where:is, The Presidential Libraries Act; signed -by President Eisen.bower in 1955, allows the- Federaj . f \ \. -1 
Government to accept and operate any presidential library. It is customary for a president to establish a j · ' l 
presidential library for the papers and other histOrical ·documents that tell the story of bis administration. ~ · · ! 

... presidential library generally houses documents relating to the presidency, including papers and manus.cripis,/ . j' i 
books, photographs and microfilms, and a museum of the presidential memorabilia; now therefore be it I r . I 

\ :-, Resolved by the House . of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the i\tlichigan Legislature c~ey-
-.,,hereby strongly urge President Ford to designate Grand Rapids as the location for the Gerald R. F,1 / d 

\ Presidential Library; and be it further /' 
·""'..... ResSl'l<ed, That copies of this resolution· be transmitted to President Gerald R. Ford. / · 

, The Hmis~ad adopted the concurrent resolution. · -- ' 
Pursuant to~ rnl:e::.32-the concurrent resolution was referred to the Committee on Senate Bus· .., 
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House Concurrent.....Resolutioo No. r9.:>. - .. - -= -~ --~.::.:-.::.:::...::_ . ...: .----- . _ _, 
:\. concurrent resolut1Ciii~o :\Ir. Bernard J. Youngblood~---------· 
(For text of resolution, see House Journal ::>;o--.-64, p. 1660.) -
The Ho11se of Representatives had adopted the concurrent resolution. 
Pending the order that, under rule 32, the concurrent resolution be referred to the·Committee on Senate · ~ .. 

Business. . ' 
S8nator Derezinski moved that rule 32 be suspended. 
The motion prevailed, a majority of the Senators serving having voted therefor. 
The concurrent resolution was adonted. · ~ . 
Sena~or McCollough moved, th~t h~ and Senators Fitzgerald, Hertel, Brown, Holmes, Cartwright, Fa.~, ~ :g_. 

:\IcCau1ey, Plaweck1, Faust, 0 Bnen, Hart and Snyder be named co-sponsors of tbe concurrent resol~ti n 7 
Tne motion p revailed. '1 /J..A . ~ ,/~v 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

June 18, 1975 

Dear Tom: 

The President has passed on to me several of your 
/ 

recent notes to him. 

On the subject of House Concurrent Resolution No. 187 
which proposes Grand Rapids as the site for the Ford 
Library, I have given some thoughts to this problem 
because of the numerous conunents we have had concerning 
the subject. Dr. Warner, who heads the Bentley Library 
at the University of Michigan and who is in charge of the 
Ford materials already transmitted there, makes a strong 
case for having the University be the site of the total 
collection of documents. 

The experience with other Presidential libraries indicates 
that any library of this type which is away from large 
university centers gets relatively little use. He 
contrasts the Eisenhower Library in Abilene and the Truman 
Library in Independence with the Johnson Library in Texas. 
Scholars do like to congregate where there are other · 
scholars and they like tD work with a specialized collec
tion in a location where ample general materials are 
available. Therefore, I am trying to encourage people 
in the Grand Rapids area to think in terms of having only 
a muse urn of the Ford Presidential memorabilia. Such a 
museum would be of greater general interest to people of 
the Grand Rapids area and to visitors traveling into the 
community . 

At present the Federal legislation does not allow for 
operation at Federal expense of a museum separate from 
a library of Presidential materials. However, it may be 
possible to get the legislation changed, or if that is 
no t possible , Grand Rapids may be willing to operate the 
mu seum for the Ford memorabilia as part of the Grand 
Rapids museum. If you agree with these ideas, you may . 
be able to influence public and legislative opinion 
accordingly, as I have tried to do . 

• 
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On the matter of the tax treatment of the State allowance to legislators for expenses while at the State Capitol, I think it desirable to await the decision by the Sixth U. S. Court of Appeals on Representative Montgomery's appeal from the Tax Court. If that appeal is adverse to the taxpayer, I would think it would be possible to seek a change in legislation by the Congress. Although, it may not be appropriate for the President to propose such a change, I am sure the Congress would take heed to efforts by State legislators to accomplish the desired objective. 

It is a lways a delight for me to see Janet when she is here, and I hope I will have a chance to see you also in the near future. 

Warmest personal regards. 

Mr. Thomas G. Ford 
Se nate Fiscal Agency 
The Capitol 
Lansing, Michigan 

Sincerely, 

11141 
Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 10 

Eva, 

This was sent to the President 

by his brother, Tom. The President 

has seen it, and he indicated 

that I should send it to Mr. 

Buchen. 

Dorothy D. 
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Pending the order that, under rule 32, the resolution be referred to the Committee on.p;· e .Busfi\J¢NJ J . 
Senator Derezinski moved that rule 32 be suspended. . \ r.,;JT,..\ ':(/'~1,.:P The motion prevail~d, a majority of the Senators serving having voted therefor. ~ ~~- . <:ar' 
The resolution was adopted by a unanimous standing vote. ~ ,.;, 1 
Senator Derezinski moved that the Lieutenant Governor, the entire memb h of t~~ at a ?h 

Secretary o_f the Sen~te be named co-sponsors of the resolution. .£1 l n.p• O C 
The motion prevailed. /1 j) 'P . 

Senato• De•ezll>sld moved to rntum to the onle• of Me a~~ the Hf1's . Wr"'>i / '?;..,. . .( 

The motion prnwiled. ~~~·Yi, y ;;~J 
House Concurrent Resolution No.~~Me.,ag~f -~:our ~ ?:J~,;. ~:{>~ 

Ar~o~~ncurren. t ~~sol~-tion com~~g~ ~--H. Wheeler for h~lection_~~~e f~Jt Bla1fiiv.;yyoo.1r P'1An:tf\Y , ~· 
(For text · sollition, s·ee House Journal No. 57, p. 1455.) - ----- XJ., :~ -
The of Representatives had adopted the concurrent resolution. ~-- . i,~ · 

rsulmt to rule 32 the concurrent resolution was referred to the Committee on Senate Bus1ii~. '. }..) _ 
' \'. 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 187. 
A concurrent resolution requesting President Gerald R. Ford to designate Grand Rapids as the location of tht\ 

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. \ 
Whereas, Gerald R. Ford served for twenty-five years as the Representative from Michigan's Fifth District. 

Therefore, it is very fitting that a library be built in Grand Rapids for his presidential papers, since, 1 traditionally, a presidential library is located in the hometown of a president; and · i 
Whereas, The Presidential Libraries Act, signed by President Eisenhower in 1955, allows the Federal / 

1 

. Government to accept and operate any presidential library. It is customary for a president to establish d ! 
presidential library for the papers and other historical "documents that tell the story of his administration.A / I , 
presidential library generally houses documents relating to the presidency, including papers and manuscrip ,/ v 
books, photographs and microfilms, and a museum of the presidential memorabilia; now therefore be it 1 .· ' 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That the Michigan Legislature d~ s 
,hereby strongly urge President Ford to designate Grand Rapids as the location for the Gerald R. V d 
Presidential Library; and be it further 1 

Resa.lyed, That copies of this resolution· be transmitted to President Gerald R. Ford. · 
The Hbuse had adopted the concurrent resolution. 
,ursuant to rule 32 the concurrent resolution was referred to the Committee on Senate Bus· 

House Concurrent Resolution No. -T95'.' --=-· ----~ -·· 
A concurrent resolution of-tt"-ibute._t9 M,:r. Bernard J. Youngbfood. 
(For text of resolution, see House Journal No. 64, p. 1660.) 

. --- . 

---

.. 
The House of Representatives had adopted the concurrent resolution. 
Pending the order that, under rule 32, the concurrent resolution be referred to the -Committee on Senate 

Business. 
Senator Derezinski moved that rule 32 be suspended. 
The motion prevailed, a majority of the Senators serving having voted therefor. 
The concurrent resolution was adopted. ~ 
Senator McCollough moved that he and Senators Fitzgerald, Hertel, Brown, Holmes, Cartwright, Fax , ~. 

McCauley, _Plawecki'. Faust, O'Brien, Hart and Snyder be named co-sponsors of the concurrent reso uti_/.?:. 
The motion prevailed. "¢" . '"' ·· /'" • -~ 

. I ' {) ,.r ·. 
· ~ aJ o "r ~ ,~ #/)v A'·t-. 

Y7· '/tr.? 1~ ?.~ 
,,J~Y.: / .. ~~ ~ ~c:. 
/~ fa\J,b' <kL~ jcJl~ ~JP~ 
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1100 REGULAR SESSION 

Public Hearing 

Committee: Joint Legislative Study Committee 
Co-Chairman: Senator Carl Pursell 
Subject: Amateur Youth Sports Program 
Date: Wednesday, June 4, 1975 
Time: 8:00 p.m. 
Location: University of Michigan Theater, Mott Memorial Bldg. 

U of M Flint Campus, Flint, ·Michigan 

Senator DeGrow moved that the Senate adjourn . . 
The motion prevailed, the time being 10:10 p.m. 

... ' 

[June 2, 1975 

Accordingly, the President declared the Senate adjourned until tomorrow, Tuesday, June 3, 1975, at 2:00 p.m. 

BERYL I. KENYON 
Secretary of the Senate. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 3, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: DICK CHENEY 

Phil, the attached came in from the outbox. 

Don asked me to buck it to you for whatever treatment you deem 
appropriate. 

Attachment 



TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date 5/23/75 ------
DICK CHENEY 

Don requested that the attached 
be sent to you for handling. 
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Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
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THE QUESIION 
A United States merchant ship has been fired upon and seized by the Cambodian Navy in inter- ; · national waters. Do you ~ t h i. n k President Ford should use any m e a n s 1 necessary to recover the I ship? 

HOTV YOU VOTED YES, .. 8L3 pC'rceni. COM1VlENTS: "lf I were president there 

woulCin't cv~b~ Ca mbodia" ..• "l think that constituents . 

an act of war by them" . . . "lf he doesn't no American ship · 

or plane wiH be safe" ... "We have the power and' the means 

and it's time we showed the world this" . .. "We don't need 

anorhi:r Pueblo incident" ... "No ::ountiY can be allowed to . 

kidnap American citizens like that." · · NO, 18.3 percent. COMMENTS: "It's probably a spy ship 

and should be captured" •.. "It's just a St?t-up to get us in

volved in another war" ... "You need diplomacy aad tact in 

such a situation'.' ... "We'd take their ship if it was in our 

waters" ... "No ,;1ar is worth one ship" .... "I'd like to know 

what an American ship was doing in Cambodian wa.ters?" 
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Hy .JUHlY MOSEAL 
Capirnl Bureau 

House Taxiition Chairnnn Ge;:irge 
Montgo:r:•·r y sil y-s he's read~· to battle 
fecierai tax men in the i_:.s. Suoreme 
Court to ~;l't ~Ttciit for th1n}:in». <>bout 
ler;islatior: i:1 his Detroit hom<'. 

Someihl .. f: of a cause celcbre among 
Michigan l<-v·ma;u·rs, the t16-year-old 
Detroit I><:1T1ocrat wa..~ ju~t bouncing 
back from hi, l<ltest setback in the U.S. 
Tax Court Lliat could cost him thou
sands of C:oil:i.rs. 

THE TAX Co•Jrt stirred Montgom
ery's \Vrath "'·hen it agreed with the In
trrnal Eevenuc Service he had to treat 
his state allo\1,'l1nce for Lansing expen
ses as income. 

"They're t<i;.;.ing the Yiew that the 
only work cl legislator docs is when he 
attends sessior-:s or committee meet .. 
ings," he s:iid. ''I'm working every 
hour. • 

"Heli, how du tilev know when I'm 
working? I may be thtIJking about legis-, 
lation. My telephone rings when I'm at 
home, r.rople call me at all hours. I 
maintain I'm working enn when they 
don't call me." 

MONTGO:vrnn:' S/l'.t'S he'll ask the 
Sixt!} U.S. Cow t of App.ea!.:; to re\'iew 

• 

B 
the Tax Court ruling that Lansing i& his 
principal place of business and as a re
sult owes $1.100 in back taxes and in
teres t for 1971. 

He said IRS has filed for similar defi
ciency on his 1972 taxes. Montgomery 
says he expects more of the same on 
his 1973 and 1974 returns. 

Whc.t. makes Montgomery even an
g1 ier is thdt Congress passed legislation 
stipulating the tax homes of U.S. House 
and Senate members were their dtS
tricts, permitting writeoffs for Wash
ington living expenses. 

members of the Legislature are able to 
claim their districts as their t"1x hornES 
if their' outside incomE: is mnre than 
their $19.000 annual legislative salary 
He is one of them. 

In z.ddition, members this year draw 
$3,300 a year for Lansing expenses , ur 
from $3,000 in 1974. The allowance 
goes to $3,50{) next year. 

Young, who is providing his services 
free to Montgomery, sa)s the IKS rul
ing flies in the face of the Michigan 
Constitution that says legislators must 

: mainta;n homes in their distri::ts. 
"THE FACT is those crummy con-

gre~smen take care of them.selves," " WHAT THE IRS i.'.; really saying." • 
Montgomery sputtered. "If it's fair to Young said, "i.<, 'well, we're overruling 1 
them, it's fair to me. State legislators the Michigan Constitution.' " 
aren't second-class citizens to members Most members of the Michigan Leg-
of Congress." islature, he said, are confru;ited with , 

1 u .. g:slation to gi\·e members of str.te the same problem as M0ntg01,;ery. He 
Jcg:sia•.ures the same treatment is still said they are looking to th<: Montgom· 

• (' h l & ef"\.f rn~P ~C ~ U"'l',' ".::''~~ :: t~:~:~· .:::!1...11ulld. oendin~ in on~r,:;c.:c :J<.:' ~~ -~.'.:.: .::::: . :~· & .. 
But, he sa\'s ilP doesn't hold lU( 

numbu of years. much hope for. a favorable ruiinb0 in 1hc_ "' ··we want to make this a ruling case 
for the other (Michigan) legislators," S.ixth. U.S. CircCJit Court of Appfals 
Montgomery said. "Some get by. 0th- smce 1t has upheld the IRS 10 the pa~t. 
ers don't. It deµe1;ds on who audits r.'l PAST FINDINGS by that co1:rt ~ 
thrm. ?,f course, they've got a red tag' (Young said, are in direct conLLlS' u~1 
on me. . _ . j" r•;lings by the ~con.ct_and f.l_f'.~ U.S Cir -~. 

HIS LA\\·YER, Reµ. Richard A.· cuit Court of Appeals that field lrgi<!a./j 
.young, D-Dearborn Heights, said some tors' ta>; homes were their uislrin~. E 
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,, persuaded .. Un-.. 

a l ion. no one. is eritit...,. 
k 

ce except for public set_ 
f / _/"'" ..... ra·f'Ju ... _,,, ........ 

. iii· court said, . '.\frs. Broughton "''- ~ -~'··'"· : underv.Titing · hlgh·vlsfbiI"'J.- . . 

oi for her late husba!!d"s sen1ces . . Tht. ~.=vu programmmg, such· ·· as "Ma.ster-piect..-· 

.s for governors' widows was taxable as just Theatre.·· and phila.'lthropy to cuus~s ranging 

a another ~nefit to !nduce people to work for from_ th~ :\ew York P.Jblic Library t.o a Har··· 

. 
1
e the. state. . 

• :. . !em oasKetoall tournament . 

. c> ·· •· 0 
./ ~ · i_,- Defending Ag-a.irn;t .''Slander" 

1
. 

: ·The puf1>0iSe of it. all is tc def~nd L'ie oil 

u A STATE LA 'A'XlliER •~-deni~ ,ue<lu<:· industry again.st "sla.n<ler." a5 '.\fr. Warner 

tion;i fo l" livin~ expe
~ a1 "'"' CRf'1'"""· sees !t, and to try to convince the pu!)lic tha t 

Jl State Jeg'~ators pose another variant in a huge -119H revenL!e of S20 billion> and 

·;e· the ongoing tax debate over deductions fQr protitaOle q;1 billion J oil company can b+! 

?<;:>) living txperi.ses Y:hile "s.we.y from home" on ?pen·mind<>d, hones t a..'1d human. ~fot.il"s at

~I.!- business . . ·rne l R.~ disalJov.·ed deductions tempt, ho'"·~ver, has drawn the cornpany 

he taken by . George ~fontgorner
y .. m ajority both praise-ior speW<lnK out-and some

ey I wtup in un:: :.~;:.:::.~~ lri
we~ house and repre-·I sharp cri_tici~m -·for being excessive ln what .. 

~I sentative of a Detro1t.districl LT1 191'1, .'>1om- ;;, ;;.:: ~· !!">•n11 '" = attempt to trainwE<sh an 

..nd gomery si}ent 151 days In Lansing. Michl· unsusp<:cti.r.g public. 
· 

f;'an 's. capital , typically~ d..>iving up on Mon· .. , While public-a.flairs and corpoi-al·~image 

..s.e. · day afternoons and teturning to Detroit late ·advertisL'lg isn"t new, the number and size 

~."'. F'ridays. Instead oL the ~75< .. !\fontgemery of such ei~orts have. grown substantially ir, 

ite. clai.'lled as lodging expenses· in Lansing. the recent years. OlrrenUy, for in.sto.nce. Inter· 

;er- 1R3 allowed ~3.<A<:l as. de<luctible-experuies national Bus!ne;s ~!achil1€S Corn, and Intf:r-··· 

l'le . for the time he-spent in Detroit.·.: •. ~~ ; .··-. · national .Telephone-& TelegTap·h Corp. are 

.The Tax Collrt recently e.gn:ed With the v.-aging extensive- camp-<'....igns to be tter ex· 

IRS that: Lansing had become Montgom· plain L'lem~lves 
to . the public .. And since 

ijor· ery's · principal place of. 'business. "He spent the energy crunch, most oil companies have 

. ~ible over tv.'ice as much time them as he did in replactd product promotions with svme sort 

. at· D;,troi t. (::-,{ontgomery l was paid to oo a leg·· cf. image - advertising.- According to · som«.i 

lta t islato<, and those duties were prirna..>ily per- ad-indust.-y estim9.tes, L'1e amount s~r!t on 

-oice. !o.'"med in LansiJig," the court concluded. It what is. loosely . termed· "cor]:XH"ate'~ 
adver· 

-ed in made no difien-:nce L'lat Montgomery paid lising has grown to between $.500 million ancl 

rs are Do!tro!t income taxes as a resident. or tha t Sl billion ar.nualiy:· : ··· · · 

: food ~fichigan la w required him to keep his ,De- Ttu'i , many businessmen and advertising 

1pari· ~it domicile, or give up his office. peopl<: ·consider Mobil's ca mpeJgn to be, at 

;, con· 

. action 

Yea rs a(y>, Co119rt?~ u.:role into lllto th<: very least, a sig:i. of L'Je t imes. But some 

tho~ a Co11gressmm1 's home distr'.ct is also think Ll-ie com!)a!ly·s "Mllingne;;s to 

his tn.r home. B;,l t hat law· doe~n ' t ex- abandon the_ Lradilionai low-key pub!ic·rela· 
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July 11, 1975 

AT LANSING 

Mr. Philip Buchen 
Presidential Legal Counsel 
White House - West Wing 
W~shington, 0. C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

• 

. ~cr.Jl!~ 
LEGISLATIVE AUDiT COORDINATOR 

CAPITOL BUILDING, LANSING, MICH. 48902 

TELEPHONE 373-2767 

TH0\1AS G. FORD 

I'm sorry I have not responded to your letter before this. Some of us were hopeful 
that the legislature could meet a deadltne. Now that that dream has collapsed there 
is a little less pressure. 

Regrettably Jerry was not raised in either a log cabin or the abundance of Hyde 
Park. The old house at 649 Union is simply not large enough to accommodate even 
a reasonable number of vis itors if· it were renovated. 

Jerry Roe of the Republ i C3n State Staff is well known as an amateur -historian. 
He called last week and said there is constant pressure to "do something" with the 
house. I gathered no civic organization wants- it witho.ut an appropriation to re
furbish it. At the same time there is an indication from some sources that if the 
house ;o:=s back on t he mar ket it might be bought by a private individual who would 
f ix i-: up and charge admission t o "the only 11 Jerry Ford Museum_ 

I suggested that, perhaps, FHA could int~r-agency transfer it to the Park service 
who ~'1 turn might donate the living room, di nirrg room, amt Jerry's bedroom which 
cou1c be reconstruct2d with i n a suitable structure run by the Grand Rapids Museum. 
Obviousl y, this eliminates any sharp dea1er capitalizing on the purchase at the 
sa 11e -':ime provi des an opportunity for those who feel future generations might want 
to s2e the "ori gina1 ' ·,vhere Jerry was ra ised. 

I f011! agree that all Jer;y1s papers are best served by being held in Ann Arbor. 
His :i:omentos and suc:i pnysica1 items he wants to donate belong in Grand Rapids. 
I am ".:oi d there is some push and shove now between the U of M, .G.R. Museum and · '""f'.o 
Na tional Archives regardi ng these items . Janet tells me Jerry agreed to let the ~ 

·G.R. Museum have what it wanted of the mementos. Later I was told that when '~ 

Frankfor ter went down to look t hem over he ~vas told very few were available and 
shown about the same amount. If t his is correct, then I can unders tand the museum's 
·lack of enthusia sm fo r pushing for any new Jerry Ford additio_n. 
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I really believe Jerry should give consideration to a flat all out statement where he says once and for all that all his pa pers will be donated to the U of M. At the same time he will, over a period of time, donate his mementos and certain possessions to any organi z2tion now formed or might be formed in Grand Rapids to permanently ma ke them available for di spl ay. To get them off dead center in Grand Rapids he could set a deadline for acceptance of January l, 1980. 
This same group, if not the museum, could reconstruct the selected rooms for the Union Avenue home. 

The Bentley museum could, by prearrangement, come through the University to the State if they need addi tional space. I f eel confident the Joint Legislative Capital Outlay Corrmittee would, after the economy picks up, give the request serious consideration. 

In return the U of M could waive rights to any claim that it was 11 the 11 Ford Library. Possibly this would release federal funds to the Grand Rapids memorial. 
Naturally, any gifts by Jerry should be protected f rom resale to help maintain t he memorial. 

Thomas G. Ford 



• 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 29, 1975 

Dear Tom: 

After receiving your letter of July 11, I wrote to 

Bob Warner at the University of Michigan and he 

supplied me with copies o f correspondence between 

him and W. D. Frankforter and likewise a covering 

letter of explanation to me, copies of which are 

enclosed. 

As Bob Warner points out, we are somewhat handi

capped in developing a firm course of action until 

after Congress deals anew with the question of 

Presidential Papers and Historical materials. 

Although legislation may not have a retroactive 

effect, it would seem important that the Congres

sional and Vice Presidential Papers should be 

dealt with in a way that keeps them at the same 

location as the later Presidential Papers. 

In the meantime, any assistance you can give toward 

keeping the citizens of Grand Rapids at peace with 

the University of Michigan will be much appreciated. 

~y, 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

Mr. Thomas G. Ford 
Legislative Audit Coordinator 

Capitol Building 
Lansing, Michigan 48902 

Enclosures 
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July 11 , 1975 

Mr. Philip Buchen 
Presidential Legal Counsel 
White House - West Wing 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

• 

LEGISLATIVE AUD IT COORDINATOR 
CAPITOL BUILDING, LANSING, MICH. 48902 

TELEPHONE 373-2767 

THO\fAS G. FORD 

I 1 m sorry I have not responded to your letter before this. Some of us were hopeful that the legislature could meet a deadline. Now that that dream has collapsed there is a little less pressure. 

Regrettably Jerry was not raised in either a log cabin or the abundance of Hyde Park. The old house at 649 Union is simply not l arge enough to accommodate even a reasonable number of visitors if it were renovated . 

Jerry Roe of the Republican State Staff is well known as an amateur historian. He called last week and said there is constant pressure to "do something 11 with the house. I gathered no civic organization wants it without an appropriation to refurbish it. At the same time there is an indication from some sources that if the house goes back on the market it might be bought by a private individual who would fix it up and charge admission to "the only 11 Jerry Ford Museum. 
I suggested that, perhaps, FHA could inter-agency transfer it to the Park service who in turn might donate the living room, dining room, and Jerry's bedroom which could be reconstructed within a suitable structure run by the Grand Rapids Museum. Obviously, this eliminates any sharp dealer capitalizing on the purchase at the same time provides an opportunity for those who feel future generations might want to see the "original" where Jerry was raised. 

I fully agree that all Jerry 1 s papers are best served by being held in Ann Arbor. His mementos and such physical items he wants to donate belong in Grand Rapids. I am told there is some push and shove now between the U of M, G.R. Museum and National Archives regarding these items. Janet tells me Jerry agreed to let the ) G.R. Museum have what it wanted of the mementos. Later I was told that when 1 Frankforter went down to 1 ook them over he was to 1 d very few were a va i 1ab1 e and ./C"o / 
shm'ln about the same amount. If this is correct, then I can understand the mus~1Jrn1i ·s BiiD < lack of enthusiasm for pushing for any new Jerry Ford addition . . :> J ~ 
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I really believe Jerry should give consideration to a flat all out statement where he says once and for all that all his papers will be donated to the U of M. At 
the same time he will, over a period of time, donate his momentos and certain 
possessions to any organization now formed or might be formed in Grand Rapids to 
permanently make them available for display. To get them off dead center in 
Grand Rapids he could set a deadline for acceptance of January l, 1980. 

This same group, if not the museum, could reconstruct the selected rooms for the Union Avenue home. 

The Bentley museum could, by prearrangement, come through the University to the 
State if they need additional space. I feel confident the Joint Legislative 
Capital Outlay Committee would, after the economy picks up, give the request 
serious consideration. 

In return the U of M could waive rights to any claim that it was "the" Ford 
Library. Possibly this would release federal funds to the Grand Rapids memorial. 

Naturally, any gifts by Jerry should be protected from resale to help maintain 
the memorial. 

Very sin~ere'ly, 

/!-~ 
/ 

Thomas G. Ford 

rt· fO 

~ 

() 
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a memo from the office of 

Thomas G.Ford 
Lc:f;!is lutio.:e ,\udit Coordinator 

TO: Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
White House - West Wing 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, D.C. 

Thank you for your note of July 29, 1975. 

DATE August 11, 1975 

One thing for sure, there are enough people involved that you do 
not need another person running around muddying the waters. Therefore, 
unless specially asked for cowment, this is my concluding letter on 
this subject. 

I feel badly, however, because having been involved in higher education 
budgets for the last ten years, it is obvious the University of Michigan 
has set their sights on the federal funds normally allotted to Presi
dential 11 Libraries 11

• Education in general has become almost unbelievably 
efficient in finding available federal and state monies. In fact it is 
a·lmost unfair to pit the amateur from other governmental units agai nst 
them. 

In short, it galls me that they obviously have grabbed both mementos 
and papers and will "loan 11 some mementos to the Grand Ra pids group. 

Jerry spent nine months out of four years and a couple of months out of 
two years in Ann Arbor. For the rest of his 62 years, he was living in 
or at l east representing Grand Rapids . 

I fully agree the Univers ity of Michigan should have his papers and I 
am almost sure that wi t h alumni contributions for t he capital investment, 
the state would pick up in the regul ar budget request the oper ating cos t . 
In fact, the Legisl ature 's Joint Capital-Outlay Committee would give 
serious consideration to t he capital investment too. 

Obviously, this would release the federa l government fee to support 
any unit in Grand Rapids wher·e a memorial and his momentos belong. 
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To have his friends, family and political associates from Grand Rapids 
traveling to Ann Arbor, Michigan to any memorial , other than a library, 
appears to me to be too absurd to deserve further comment. 

I am glad, "Solomon 11
, you have the ba 11 and not I. Subst"ituti ng a couple 

of words "Don't let the 'education' grind you down". 

~erely, 

_, /t>r-
Thomas G. Ford 
Legislative Audit Coordinator 

TGF:ge 




