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DRAFT 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

DOROTHY DOWNTON 

PHIL BUCHEN? 

Referencing your note concerning Dick Ford's request to use the Seal 

of the President.on three sets of golf clubs, there are several problems 

that should be considered: 

1. Ordinarily, we try to limit gifts to the President, 

particularly those from corporations. I note that Mr. Burkett already 

provided the President with a set of woods last summer. 

2. Use of the Seal is permitted on the two sets which 

... ·.: . .. 

are to be given to the President, if he decides to accept them. 

However, the use of the Seal on the set for display at Pro Golf does 

not appear to be permitted by Executive Order 11649 governing the 

use of the Seal. In addition, to put these clubs for the President on 

display would identify the President with a particular commercial 

product and could be construed as his endorsement of these clubs. 

I recommend that we suggest to Dick Ford that we not accept this gift. 

However, if the President wishes to permit the request, Marge Wicklein 

can arrange for the purchase of the metal discs used on the cuff links 

for approximately $1 each. 

------- ---=-- ·----·--.---~--------Digitized from Box 49 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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J.. nl~ t~ the "as.s!ataneew re ~f, cz. Ell~n G.tJ4 
'b d EWQCd to .. ~ ol'l.ly booeu.oo tl.ey thoueht thW'd t ,a 

cllt.inoe ..,o ace .W'ld tal.k to ~ t. u you retiomhe.r Ellen' ~ era . 
natic flight t:o Hawllii you cau ep~ciate er ~~ whon ,-ou 
f'innlly did e;et thro\~ to 949---1923 tu_'ll'l. uooested "· ... forget Ji.ti". 

11cn I vel.ked. to Jerey about 4 ~ntlls . o - itlt tao o.uggootion or 
thw Cvt:ltlitto - I ..;kcd hila O\i mtn:\7 3."001"; or mam®Obi.lUa llo 
nugb.t have that ~ould .~. :be inlf10lved in aw decieion .frotl that 
Prooidcnti.al ~iasion you• re oorviDB on. ~Iii.;1 . anf.i\'/Cr to me ttsn, 
" ••• about 4 or !'.) ~tl*. Je'1!l!l/ al&o indicated. thttt I:te W.arJ of the 
011inion tbe Db:bnn bUi. lUlm in. Peldn ·ao . a building ths:t itnpre~.oe4 
hio vorzy , wm ea to oize lind d-&Bisn-· Jorden Bhephera. e~to to 
roe ive ~~ e cow Of the Ootttnenomtivo icsue of the Pa.kin 
M.meo and that cnould al.ao bo of definite e si.otanoo in doterm:tn!ne 
e.1-ue roquiromontn. o, tl\Y pnrpoae .in oontactinr.; iyou - uBtdn at tbo 
:r.~quest or tbo Conmci.:tte.o - in to ask it ;you can, as discreetly an 
poscible - obri.ou!lly -, ott~ oome •guosti tett of your croo fAG 
to atber the nuribc.r o.t rootlS or total floor ~l'ae.e that sd.Ght be 
oq~. 

I do recognino that this does ~oent on· -ore .t'eq®St ~u 4Qn • t 
neoo > t a~ 1 1 tWl.oub~ - in ~. opinion. - Jer:t'3' e. oldest and 
clooo~t M.end ond 2, e i:iember of tha~ noion .I f'elt you roro 
in e cut sition to . e iat the COfilrJi\"'tea,, 

incerolY~ 
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December 4, 1975 
Mr. Phil Buchen 
The President's Counsel 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear Phil: 

Thanks again for the 11assistance 11 re Braniff, as Ellen and Barb had agreed to go only because they thought they'd get a chance to see and talk to Bet. If you remember Ellen's trau­matic' flight to Hawaii you can appreciate her joy when you finally did get through to 949-1923 and suggested 11 
••• f orget it". 

\foen I talked to Jerry about 4- months ago - at the suggestion of this Committee - I asked him bow many rooms of memorabilia be might have that would not be involved in any decis ion from that Presidential Commission you're serving on. His answer t o me was, 11 
••• about 4 or 5 rooms". Jerry also indicated that he was of the opinion the Dirksen building in Pekin was a building that impressed him very much as to size and des ign. Jordan Shepherd expects to receive shortly a copy of the Commemorative issue of the Pekin Times and that should also be of definite assistance in determining size requirements. So, my purpose in contact ing you - again at the request of the Committee - is to ask if you can , as discreetly as possible - obviously -, offer some "guestimate" of your own as to either the number of rooms or total floor space that might be required. 

I do recognize that this does present one more request you don't need but as 1, undoubtedly - in my opinion - Jerry's oldest and closest friend and 2, a member of that Commission I felt you were in the best position to ass i st the Committee . 

RAF/nm 

cc: Carl H. Morgenstern 

~lE\IBF.RS ;\l rs. 7\l. S. Keeler 
Arthur C . Brown Rdlph Kohloff 
Ru,scll C.-'e D~•id L•Ci<lire 

S~y, 

Richard A. 

Frederick \kijer Paul Phillips EX-OFFICIO 
Carl :\torgen ste r n l r t> -f h 1111,u111 ~fl'.\.1BF.RS 
Ch11 ·n11r111 Jordan Sher>t:"nl John C. Bax[er 

Pet<>r \I . l.amben; 
Lvm:m S. P:ir\..; 
luhn Pra.1wle' 
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PAINT AND 
VARNISH CO. 

V A R N I S H E S • E N A M E L S • S T A I N S A ~J D F I L L E R S 

MANUFACTURERS 

• 
.f'l'r. Phil Buchen 
The President's Counsel 
The W1i te House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
\"Jashi :.gto:c., D of C 

Dear Phil: 

1339 ELIZABETH A V ENUE , N. W. 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49504 
AREA CODE 616 459 - 4696 

~er~e1ler 7, 1?"f 

I l:ave enclosed a Zuly 4th, 200th birthday card., ·that was 
prepared by Jack J.r'leminc, Fresident of Merchants Publishin._i; 
Company o~ Kalamazoo. ~his material was presented to officials 
of the PFC last rlay with the t'1ovt;;~"t in mind tha·IJ Jerry would 
send it to various V.I.P.'s, Concressmen, foreigr. dignitaries, 
Republican delezates (which wouldn't have been 11all bad'' 
considering tl1e closeness of the situ.ation in EC), etc. Un­
fortunately--in my opinion--, they turned it down. 
I was witl: Jack last week and he said, "Do you suppose your 
brother would like this type of card for a similar mailinz 
in commemoration of Thanksgivine;?" The format would, of 
course be slightly altered but I would suspect the Whitman poem, 
etc. would still be appropriate. In addition, I also told Jack 
that I was certain Jerry would feel "uncomfortable" with Wash­
ington and Lincoln; i.e., maybe Washington with a "1776", Grant 
with 111876" and Jerry's portrait with "1976". 
So there ' s no misunderstanding, Jack wants to do this because 
of his own personal feelings regarding Jerry's integrity, his 
Christian stand and involvement, love of family, etc. In addi­
tion he wants to do this at no cost to Jerry (or the Government) 
and desires no recognition in the form of his Company name 
printed thereon, etc. In surJmation, Jack is a very comoitted 
religious person who 1 .. 1ants to "do somethin3" for Jerry. 
If this offer generates an:y interest and you all feel it 1""as 
merit without complications ·IJben Jack had proposed that he'd 
have hie Lear Jet pick me up in Grand ::lapids, 011 Monc1-ay, 
Septenber 27"th. ~'le' a_ t':leu fly dowr..--obviously--to oeet with 
you at whatever tine is co,..,.venient. 

-:JJ.iJ/mu 

Sincere}",., 

r>~i-t E. Varnish Co. 

~ d ('' ~~~ A. Ford 
President 
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morchants publishing cornpany 
M. JACK FLEMING 

president 

merchants publisning compan( 

'2() mills street • kalamazoo, michigan 49001 • telephone 616-Mf;-7175 
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" All your strength is in your union, 
All your danger is in discord. 
Therefore be at peace henceforward, 
And as brother live together." 

SONG OF HIAWATHA 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 

1855 



" No man is an island, 

No man stands alone; 

Each man's joy is joy to me, 

Each man's dream is my own." 

For two centuries, The United States has offered 

the hand of friendship to our neighbors around 

the world. 

We have shared your moments of grief and your 

tidings of joy. Now we invite you to share with 

us our time of joy as we celebrate the two 

hundredth anniversary of our great dream. 

We invite, too, your commitment to strengthen 

the bond of friendship for al l nations so that 

none need ever stand alone. 

Gerald R. Ford 

President of The United States 



ONE FROM MANY 

On July 4, 1776, thirteen Ameri can colonies dec lared their 

independence of British rule. It was not until 1787 however, 

that representat ives of thi s association of independent states 

met to draw up the Constitution of the United States, uniting 

them into a nation . 

Thus De laware, as the first to sign the Constitution of the 

United States in 1787, became the first of the United States 

of America, a nation born July 4, 1776. 

Delaware ........... 1787 Michigan ..... . ..... 1837 

Pennsylvan ia ........ 1787 Florida . .. .. .... .... 1845 

New Jersey . . .... ... 1787 Texas ......... .. ... 1845 

Georgia .. ... . ...... 1788 Iowa ...... ........ 1846 

Connecticut ........ 1788 Wisconsin .... .... .. 1848 

M assachusetts . ...... 1788 California ......... . 1850 

Maryland ........... 1788 Minnesota ... . .. . . .. 1858 

South Caro lina ... . .. 1788 Oregon . .. ... . ..... 1859 

New Hampshire . .... 1788 Kansas .. ...... .. . .. 1861 

Virginia ..... ....... 1788 West Virginia . ...... 1863 

New York ...... . .. . 1788 Nevada ... . ...... .. 1864 

North Carolina ...... 1789 Nebraska . ... ....... 1867 

Rhode Island ... ... .. 1790 Colorado .. . . ....... 1876 

Vermont . .... ...... 1791 North Dakota . . .. ... 1889 

Kentucky .. .. ....... 1792 South Dakota ....... 1889 

Tennessee .......... 1796 M ontana .. ......... 1889 

Oh io .. ... . . ....... 1803 Washington . . .. .. ... 1889 

Louisiana ... .. . ..... 1812 Idaho .. ...... . .... 1890 

Ind iana ............ 1816 Wyoming .. ... ...... 1890 

Miss issippi .. .. ...... 181 7 Utah ...... . ... . ... 1896 

Illinois ........ ... .. 1818 Oklahoma .. . . ...... 1907 

Alabama .. ...... ... 1819 New Mexico . ....... 1912 

Maine .......... .. . 1820 Arizona . . .. . .. .... . 1912 

Missouri .. .. ... .... 1821 A laska ..... .... .. . . 1959 

Arkansas ........ .. . 1836 Hawaii . .. .......... 1959 
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"The United States themselves are essentially 
the greatest poem ... Here at last is something 
in the doings of man that corresponds with the 

broadcast doings of the day and night." 

LEAVES OF GRASS, 

Walt Wh itman, 1855 



In every country in the world, the United States 

is synonymous with freedom. For two hundred years 

the peoples of other nations have looked to us in 

awe, not only for our abi lity to invoke that · 

freedom, but to preserve it through two centuries. 

I invite you to join me in celebrating our two 

hundred years of freedom, and in a reaffirmation to 

strengthen the vows set forth by our forefathers. 

For as our official Bicentennial slogan reminds us, 

Freedom's Way is the U.S.A. 

Gerald R. Ford 

President of The United States 



ONE FROM MANY 

On July 4, '1776, thirteen American colonies dec lared their 

independence of British rule. It was not until 1787 however, 

that representatives of this association o f independent states 

met to draw up the Constitution of the United States, uniting 

them into a nation. 

Thus Delaware, as the first to sign the Constitution of the 

United States in 1787, became the first of the United States 

of Ameri ca, a nation born July 4, 1776. 

Delaware . .. ... .. ... 1787 Michigan . .......... 1837 

Pennsylvania ..... . . . 1787 Florida .. ...... . ... . 1845 

New Jersey .... . .... 1787 Texas .. ..... ....... 1845 

Georgi a .......... -.. 1788 Iowa ........ ...... 1846 

Connecticut . ....... 1788 Wisconsin . . .... .. .. 1848 

Massach usetts .. ... .. 1788 California ... .. .... . 1850 

M aryland ... . .. . .... 1788 Minnesota . .. . ...... 1858 

South Carolina ... ... 1788 Oregon ............ 1859 

New Hampshire .. ... 1788 Kansas . .. .......... 1861 

Virgini a .. .......... 1788 West Virginia .... ... 1863 

New York .... ...... 1788 Nevada ............ 1864 

North Caro lina .. . ... 1789 Nebraska ... . ...... . 1867 

Rhode Island . . ...... 1790 Colorado ... . .... .. . 1876 

Vermont . ...... ... . 1791 North Dakota . . . .... 1889 

Kentucky ...... . .... 1792 South Dakota . ...... 1889 

Tennessee .......... 1796 Montana . . ...... .. . 1889 

Ohio .. ..... .. ..... 1803 Washington . .... .... 1889 

Louisiana .... . ...... 1812 Idaho ...... .. .... . 1890 

Indiana ............ 1816 Wyoming ........ . .. 1890 

Mississippi .......... 181 7 Utah . . .... . ... .. . . 1896 

Illinois ....... ... ... 1818 Oklahoma .. .. ..... . 1907 

Al abama . .......... 1819 New M exico ..... ... 1912 

Maine .... .... ..... 1820 Arizona ....... .. . .. 1912 

Missouri ........... 1821 Alaska.... . 1qc:;q 

Donatt•n in th£' pub lic interest by Merchants Publ ishing Company, Ka lamazoo, M ichigan 



9/15/76 
11:40 a.rn. 

Barry called. HP said that Dorothy said that she thinks 
you should call Dick Ford and try and talk him out of the 
Golf clubs. If you have any questions please call Barry. 

• 

/ 

\'-~[) 

. ,< .... ,,, , . 
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October 9, 1975 

:!1r . Bue hen: 

T H E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

• 

The President received this letter from his 
brother, Dick Ford . 

Please note the paragraph I have marked in 
red regar ding the "Commemorative Committee's 
tho ught sn . The Pre sident wanted me to bring 
this to you attention and see what your 
thoughts are on the Committee's recommenda­
tions . 

The President would like to have your 
thoughts on this before he contacts his 
brother. You could either give them to 
him directly or through me--whichever you ' 
prefer. 

In other words--he wants your advice! 

Dorothy Downton 

._ 

.... . 

..... ;..• 
. ~' 

-· 
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A!RMAIL 
President Gerald R• Ford 
The White linuse 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington; D o:f C 20501 
Dear Jerr.1i 

October 6 , 1975 

The debenture checks. which w-ere supposed to have gone .forth 
tbe end of September,. were delayed, as I was calling on our 
Canadian accounts. I have enclosed_, obviously, same and 
apologize for tbe delay-. 

Also , I bought one of t.b.ese flag ties :for mysel.:t too and had 
planned to give you tbi.s one at the W~U game. It's .. 
suf f'iciently di.ff eren-tz than the one you semt me ror my 
birthday -end - !or us older tellas - had the impact o:f 
brightening up our imaga. .Ellen and Barb wexe 11ecy 
disappointed that you W<>ntt be in attendance at the game 
but appreciate ~_ the reasons . In .fact, I thir.k Ellen 
was slightly apprehensiye anyway* as she alweya has been 
convinced there. are· mo~ k-oou loeated -in East Lansing than 
anywhere else in Michigan. 
Iive enclosed Ir1r-.. Jenison.ts letter for your perusal. Knowing 
your ,feelings :regarding goU and physical. :fitness, I .•m certain 
the program m.eri ts your support providing it doesn't infringe 
on some impropriety regarding its fin.an.cia1 aspe.cts. Obviously• 
the DSGA is interested in the possibility o,f 3etti.ng this 
program into action as quickly as possible and pxov.i.d.L-rig you 
can meet with them soon it'd be -ngood for gol.f'" . Mr. Jemison 
has suggested that I be in. at-tendance but I~ ~ course, 
emphatically would not~ 

(Al.so, ~ ha~ho-ped to meet With you for- a minute or two aii the 

f 

game -tq bring -you up to -data on the Coffi111-eI'Jt:orative Coram:i:tt-ee~s 
thoughts t.o date,. In sho.rtl the mosii t;lttraetive - in my opi.."'lion 

. and tha_t of most_-_ of _the Commitime members _ - and viable sugge.stio 
(Mrs. Judd.~ s 1) to date calls tor the transporting o:r the Union 
S"treet edi.fice to either the West aide o-f the ·~ (opposite 

j the Civic ~uditorlum) or to ~verside Park. (f:l 0£ Ann. Street)!· 
1 Then ~a build a. smB:].1 museum 1!1 c~ose prox:tm.:t..ty :for tbe housing 
\ and display. of all your memoraoilia from "way backtt through yom 
\ ,.._esidential years. I.f you've a chance, nlease call me and iet 

lmow ii' there's any facet o! this proposal will.ell might be 
acceptable to you._ . ~ fOI?~ . 

' • ~ <'.,.. ,- ' 
• f ():'>: 

'* < '\;.;.. 
, ~ 

~ ' -'i> 

-...-;:· .. 
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:Finally, take care of yourself. I ci.o , n.a turall;:;- , concur .1ith your comments and intention t o eont;inue as before, but, as a y otu1ge.r brother o.f.fering advice,. just make those sidewalk crowd sojourns leas .frequent and without arzy adv.a.nee notice or intention to do s-0. 

Sincerely, 

RAF/run 

\ 




