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The red, white and black roof can be seen from at least ten
buildings surrounding Vandenberg Center and Calder Plaza.

The rooftop paint was specially formulated by Guardsman
Chemical Coatings, Inc. and applied by Kooi Industrial
Painting, both firms from Grand Rapids.

The ARTS FESTIVALS

Every spring since 1970, during the first weekend in June,

the people of Grand Rapids celebrate the arts. The open-
air, free festivals were begun and continue to be sponsored
by the Arts Council of Greater Grand Rapids.

The Festivals are held in Vandenberg Center where the Calder
stabile is located. They continue for three full days, and
every arts organization in the community participates.

Volunteers organize and run the Festivals. This year,
Festival '74 attracted well over 100,000 people, which
represents one-third the metropolitan population.

The KINNEBREW FISH LADDER-SCULPTURE

An innovative combination of art and the environment has
resulted in the design of a unique fish ladder-sculpture
for the Grand River, which runs through the City.

The fish ladder-sculpture is the creation of Grand Rapids
sculptor Joe Kinnebrew, who has designed an artistic
solution to a necessary river element which will allow
the Coho and Chinook salmon to return upstream in the
Grand River every year to spawn.

The functional sculpture, which affords people a place to
walk across the ladder and watch the salmon .leap over the
rapids, is a pre-fabricated mortar platform bolted to the
top of the concrete, box-shaped fish ladder.

The fish ladder-sculpture, which will be completed by
November, 1974, has been financed by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, the National Endowment for the
Arts and local gifts. Total cost of the project is $240,000.

The fish ladder-sculpture has received the strong
endorsement of President Gerald R. Ford.
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The GRAND RAPIDS CIVIC THEATRE

The Grand Rapids Civic Theatre will be the first arts
organization in the City to build a new facility in
nearly a century.

$1,250,000 has been contributed by the community to build
the $2,000,000 building. The new Civic Theatre, on the
west bank of the Grand River downtown, will initiate the
final stage of Grand Rapids urban renewal, and it is the
key to the improvement of the west bank itself.

The Civic Theatre is the oldest community theatre in
Michigan and the tenth oldest in the United States. It has
mounted 326 productions in 48 consecutive seasons.

Civic Theatre's season ticket holders number 5,000 and live
in 53 West Michigan communities. The Theatre entertains an
annual audience of more than 50,000 adults and children.

Paul Dreher, Civic Theatre's artistic director for 15
seasons, is credited with the high standard of theatre
production and the Theatre's commitment to community out-
reach. Dreher and the full-time, professional staff of 5
work with over 1,500 actors and production volunteers to
present the season of six adult plays, two plays for
children and two in-school touring troupes.

The new Civic Theatre will open during the 1976 season
which will be the Theatre's 50th anniversary, the City's
Sesquicentennial, and the Nation's Bicentennial.

The GRAND RAPIDS ART MUSEUM

The Grand Rapids Art Museum began in 1910. Housed in an
architectural historic landmark, the Museum boasts a perma-
nent collection noted for its fine prints and German Expres-
sionist paintings. The Museum also sponsors an extensive
in-school art enrichment program for elementary school
children.

The Museum sponsors about 25 exhibitions a year. Notable

in the last several years are: "Twentieth Century American
Painting''-1967; environments built in the Museum's galleries
by local college art instructors and their students-1970;
and "Sculpture Off The Pedestal'"-1974.
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""'SCULPTURE OFF THE PEDESTAL'"

This unusual exhibit was sparked by the Women's Committee
of the Grand Rapids Art Museum and was partially funded
by a grant of $8,900 from the National Endowment. Local
and state contributions brought the total to $50,000.

The outdoor display brought statewide and national
recognition because of its pioneering liaison between
artist, industry, the community and the Museum. Designed
by internationally known sculptors, seven works were
fabricated in Grand Rapids, five were brought in from
outside,.

The MORRIS '"EARTH SCULPTURE"

The 13th work from "Sculpture Off The Pedestal' is a
monumental earthwork by Robert Morris for Belknap Park,
north of downtown Grand Rapids. Consisting of a hugh

"X" formed by footpaths on a steep hillside, the earthwork
is the first Morris design constructed in the United States,
and it is the first earthwork anywhere in an urban setting.

The VISUAL ARTS CENTER

Serious study is now being given by the Grand Rapids Art
Museum, the Grand Rapids Junior College, and the

Grand Valley State Colleges, to converting the 65 year
old Federal Building into a new home for the Art Museum
and a Visual Arts Center. This Center would provide a
downtown focus for the coordinated art programs of the
Museum and the Colleges. The necessary architectural and
financial studies are being conducted with a $50,000
grant funded by the National Endowment for the Arts and
the Grand Rapids Foundation.

The DI SUVERO SCULPTURE

Because of the initiative of a local couple, a giant
sculpture by Mark DiSuvero has been commissioned by the
General Services Administration for the recently completed
Federal Building in Grand Rapids. It is scheduled for
installation by Fall, 1975.
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The GRAND RAPIDS SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

The Grand Rapids Symphony is embarking on its 46th conse-
cutive season. The 88-piece orchestra will perform eight
concerts in its winter season, four cabaret pops concerts,
three concerts for young people and two free concerts for
9,000 fifth grade students.

Maestro Theo Alcantara is the resident music director and
conductor. Alcantara has received the '"Dimitri Mitropoulis
International Conducting Competition' award, the conductor-
ship of the Mozarteum Orchestra and Camerata Academica, and
the '"Lilli Lehman Medal." Since 1967, Mr. Alcantara has
been a regular guest conductor of the National Orchestras
of Spain, Paris and Barcelona. In 1968, he was resident
conductor of the Interlochen Arts Academy Orchestra and is
guest conductor of orchestras at the University of Michigan.
He is the principal guest conductor of the Detroit Symphony
and the Madrid RVT Symphony.

In April, 1975, the Grand Rapids Symphony will initiate a
Mozart festival and workshop. The ten day event will be
held in Grand Rapids. Daily concerts by international
artists will be presented as well as concerts by the local
artists-in-residence from the Grand Rapids Symphony.

Plans for a new concert hall are central to the completion
of Grand Rapids' urban renewal.

The ST. CECILIA MUSIC SOCIETY

Celebrating its 90th birthday in 1974, the St. Cecilia
building is the only structure in the world built by
women solely for the performance of music. It is now
registered as a city, state and national historic site.

"The Saints'" boasts a great heritage. It helped to found
the National Federation of Music Clubs, and many musical
organizations in the community have had their inception
through sponsorship of St. Cecilia.

St. Cecilia provides trained and talented members of the
society an opportunity to perform on a regular basis
through its members' programs -- presented in its 700-seat
auditorium, which is noted as one of the accoustically
outstanding performance halls in America.
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St. Cecilia has a history of continuing excellence through
its artist series, having presented such notable greats

as Mm. Schumann-Heinck, Lauritz Melchior, Myra Hess,
Gregor Piatigorsky, Lily Pons and many others.

The OPERA ASSOCIATION OF WESTERN MICHIGAN

Now in its seventh year, the Opera Association is the only
non-college-affiliated opera company in Michigan outside
the Detroit area offering full-scale productions on a

continuing basis.

Twelve operas, including LA BOHEME, LA TRAVIATA, and
THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO, have been presented, providing
talented and trained members of the community an
opportunity to perform under the guidance and direction

of a professional staff.

The Opera Association's children's productions have
delighted thousands of area youngsters and exposed them
to an art form rarely available -in most communities.

Other Art Groups:

Arts Council of

Greater Grand Rapids
Community Circle Theatre
Council of the

Performing Arts for Children
Dance Council of Grand Rapids
Grand Rapids Public Museum
Grand Rapids Civic Ballet
Emerging Arts Forum
Dutch Immigrant Society
Polish Heritage Society
Latin-American Council
Grand Valley American

Indian Lodge
Women's Committee

Art Museum

GRAMES - Art Museum

Civic Theatre Guild

Civic Theatre Masqueraders

GVSC Friends of the Arts

Reeds Lake Arts Festivals

Stage 3

Thornapple Community
Theatre

Black Free-Form Theatre

Grand Valley Artists

Urban Concern, Inc.

Grand Rapids Youth
Symphony

Symphonic Choir

DeVos String Quartet

Grand Rapids Pipe Band

and many others

# #

#
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Contacts:

1. City of Grand Rapids

2. Calder stabile
"Calder-on-the=-Roof!"

3. Arts Festivals
Grand Rapids Arts Council

4. Fish Ladder-Sculpture

5. Grand Rapids Civic Theatre

6. Grand Rapids Art Museum

"Sculpture Off The Pedestal"

Robert Morris earthwork

7. Visual Arts Center

8. DiSuvero Sculpture

9. Grand Rapids Symphony

10. St. Cecilia Society
Opera Association
of West Michigan

11. Chamber of Commerce

November, 1974

Joseph R. Grassie, Manager
City Hall, GR 49502
(616) 456-3166

Nanéy Mulnix
127 Mercer Dr. SE GR 49506
(616) 458-6249

Buck Matthews
120 College SE GR 49503
(616) 459-4125

Joe Kinnebrew

13300 Beckwith Dr NE
Lowell, Michigan 49331
(616) 897-5527

Paul Dreher, Director
737 Leonard NW GR 49504

(616) 456-8886

Fred Myers, Director
230 E. Fulton GR 49503
(616) 459-4676

Robert I. Blaich
Herman Miller, Inc.
Zeeland, Michigan 49464
(616) 772-2161

Mary Ann Keeler
2525 Indian Trail SE GR 49506
(616) 949-4263

Robert Wepman, Manager
Exhibitors Bldg. GR 49502

- (616) 454-9451

Margaret Houseman
211 Greenbrier SE GR 49506
(616) 949-4018

Donald F. Norris, Ph.D.
Federal Square Bldg. GR 49502
(616) 459-7221 _



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE OCTOBER 28, 1974

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY .
(Grand Rapids, Michigan)

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT
CALDER PLAZA

5:35 P.M. . EST

Thank you very, very much, Governor Milliken,
Mayor Parks, Jack Root, every one of you for being here.

Nobody can accuse any of you of being fair weather
friends. Thank you very much.

But let me say somewhat inadequately, there is
no way in which I can personally express my gratitude,
my appreciation, my indebtedness to all of you who are
here in this difficult weather to say hello, to warmly
welcome:me. I am just overwhelmed and words are
inadequate to express everything that I feel deep down
in my heart. Thank you very, very much.

There was a wonderful crowd at the airport, and
we stopped at one of the crowds on the way in. I just
cannot believe so many are here in these circumstances,
and as I shook hands, either at the airport or on the
way in or with those that I have had the privilege of
saying hello to here tonight, I saw friends that I went
to Madison School with, friends that I went to South
High with, friends that I worked with in many, many
scientific projects--Democrats, Independents, Republicans
young and old--there is nothing I can say except thank
you, every one of you, for being here.

And may I <chank Althea Bennett here for the box
of cookies which she has given me. As was indicated,
I used to stop in at Petersen's Drug Store for an early
breakfast, and she was there to help prepare it, and I

used to enjoy those cookies very much then, and I am
sure I will now.

But I must tell Althea, I have a big appetite.
It is a long trip back to Washington. They may all be
gone before Betty sees a single one. (Laughter)

MORE
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Now, let me talk about why I am here. I
came back to Grand Rapids because on 13 different
occasions in the past over a period of 26 years, I
campaigned in the Fifth Congressional District--which
originally was Ottawa and Kent counties and is now
Kent and Ionia and four other counties -- because I
love the communities and whether it was Ottawa, Kent,
Ionia, Clinton, Montcalm, et cetera. I love the
communities and the people.

And as many of you know, I have taken Jerry
Ford's Main Street office to Byron Center, Standale,
Caledonia, Alto, Rockford, Kent City, Sand Lake, Ionia,
Belding, Wells, Portland and every place else, and it
was a great privilege for me to talk with you in the
trailer.

It was a great privilege to go to your service
club, to your farm bureau community meeting, to go to your
churches, to your city hall, to meet you on the street,
to go to the Lowell Showboat, rodeo, the Red Flannel
celebration -- well, you name, wherever you had five
people, I went there because I like you and I am back
here today because I just could not stay away from ::1:
this area one more time. I thank you again for the
opportunities of the past.

As I have seen so many of you here today and
as I said a moment ago, Grand Rapids, Kent County, Ionia,
Ottawa County and the others, you are a good cross-
section of America. You represent all segments of our
society.

We have some wonderful farms, we have some
excellent businesses, we have some tremendously productive
working people in this community. I am prejudiced, but
I think we have the best here, and all of you who are
here represent the best in America.

As I have said to our good friend, Mayor Lyman
Parks, Grand Rapids is big enough to have many of the
problems of some of the major metropolitan areas. We
have enough diversification in agriculture, so that I
learned from firsthand experience the problems of the
dairymen, the cattlemen, the apple grower, and other
people that produce so all of us can eat.

MORE
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But the main thing that I loved about this
area was we had some big city problems, but we were
small enough so that you got to know people. You have
got to love them. You have got to enjoy working for
whatever the problem was. I do not know how many times
I walked down Cedar Springs behind about five bands
in that Cedar Springs Red Flannel Parade, or how many
times I have had the privilege of visiting one community
or another.

It is the warmth, it is the friendliness, it
is the look in the eye of people that makes you wlcome.
And the most important thing is that people in this area
seem to want to work out the problems that they have,
whether they are labor and management on the one hand, or
consumer and producer on the other.

I cannot help but make a comment, Lyman, about
that Calder that you gave me. I was in Chicago a couple
of days agc, and some of my friends over there were
kidding me about Grand Rapids being a small town. And
some of the commentators and writers were kidding me about
perhaps the lack of culture in Grand Rapids.

Well, I happen to think -- if my memory is
correct ~- we had a Calder in Grand Rapids before
Chicago thought of it.

And then I have had some friends from various
parts of the country tell me that, well, Grand Rapids was
a little on the conservative side. Well, I cannot help
but ask them in good conscience what they mean. Do
they mean the people here have a healthy skepticism of
quick and easy solutions? If that is a definition of
conservatism, yes, we are skeptical. We are a little
conservative about some of the superficial answers
that some people try to sell us.

But if they mean that Grand Rapids and its
environs are skeptical about new ideas, the answer is no.
We are broad minded. We have a good outlook. And when
a new idea comes along that is constructive, that is
fair to everybody, we, in Grand Rapids, embrace it and
make it work. And that is what we have done all my life-
time.

Let me reminisce a moment, if I might. Some
of us in the audience here can remember when the old B. F.
Keith Theater was down here on Lyon Street, and some
of us can remember when the Regent Theater was right
over there, just where the Federal Building was, I guess,
and some of the other old broken-down business places
that needed to be removed -- and this wonderful
Vandenberg Center constructed.

MORE
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And in honor of one of Grand Rapids' outstanding
citizens, in my judgment, probably the outstanding
Senator that I have known in Washington, we built this
Vandenberg Center in honor and in tribute to Senator
Arthur H. Vandenberg.

And you know that Federal Building -- I used
to have an office right up there in the corner. I
used to look down here, and I could see at various
times of the day there would be periodic meetings
and wonderful luncheon gatherings. Occasionally we had
a demonstration or two, and sometimes in the moonlight,
I could look down and see a few friendly people holding
hands. And what is wrong with that?

But the point is that this great Vandenberg
Center with the Calder Stabile is, in my opinion, a tribute
to a great Senator, a tribute to a great people. It is
a product of a community that has the vision and the fore-
sight to do something for themselves in conjunction or
a partnership with the Federal Government.

And that is the way Arthur Vandenberg believed.
He was receptive to new ideas. He was a senior Senator
in Washington when Betty and I first went to the Nation's
capital. He and his wonderful wife, Hazel, could not have
been kinder, could not have been more receptive to two
newcomers to the Nation's capital.

He gave me, in all honesty, the inspiration
to take a look at the world as a whole. Arthur Vandenberg,
some of you may recall, was former -- with former President
Harry Truman -- was the architect of a bipartisan foreign
policy following World War II.

The two of them -- a great Democratic President,
Harry Truman, and a great Republican Senator, Senator
Arthur Vandenberg -- worked together, hand-in-glove,
following World War II when the worldwas in devastation,
when a good share of the world was on its back, and other
nations ~- like our own -- had serious problems.

But from those ashes, Harry Truman and Arthur
Vandenberg put together a foreign policy that brought
allies together, presented a common front against potential
adversaries, helped under-developed nations grow, and
become a vital part of our world society.

MORE
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And that bipartisan foreign policy, which I
learned and fortunately learned from one of the masters,
I think is the future of the world.

And we in Washington today, representing all
of you -- Democrats, Republicans, Independents -- should
march shoulder to shoulder to make sure that our country,
our great United States of America, gives the leadership
in consolidating friends, and gives leadership in trying
to make new contacts, broader contacts, with potential
adversaries. :

What we want to build is a world of peace so that
your children and my children and their children can
live in safety and security and a better world wherever
they might live -- Grand Rapids or elsewhere.

And I pledge to you, as President of the United
States -~ believe me, folks, my friends at home -- I
never thought for one minute, when Betty and I left here
in December of 1949, that I would be coming home to
all of you as your President.

But as President, I will pledge to you, as I have
pledged to you in 13 previous elections, that I will do
my best, I will be fair, I will be open, I will work, and
I will continue the love and affection and the dedication
that I have, that all of you have, for your community,
for your friends, for your State, and for your Nation.
This is what you can give and what I can give, and on
behalf of Betty and myself, I pledge you nothing but all
I can do for all of you and many like you.

Thank you very, very much.

END (5:50 P.M. EST)
























+HE WHITE HOUSE g
WASHINGTON .

October 21, 1974

Dear Mrs. Mulnix:

Although this is a delayed response, 1 would like to acknowledge
your letter of September 2 to the President.

As you know, he shares your high esteem of Alexander Calder.
Although it will take some time, the President hopes to revitalize
the Medal of Freedom award and personally select outstanding
Americans to receive our nation's highest civilian honor. Your
suggestion will receive every consideration at that time,

“

Sincerely, '

"Warren S. Rustand

Appointments Secretiry
to the President

~

Mrs. LeVant Mulnix, III
127 Mercer Drive S.E,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 ,



‘ \
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 16, 1974 -

Dear Nancy:

Thank you for your recent letter of October ninth, concerning the
Medal of Freedom for Alexander Calder, which you have discussed
with Jay French and Marba Perrott.

I want to caution you that it is premature to contact Mr. Calder
until a decision is made in this mdtter by the President's office.

~ As Jay and Marba have explained, no one has 'been designated to

review such matters as yet, for President Ford's Administration.

You should know that I will try and learn if such a person is
being chosen at the earliest possible moment. I realize how
very interested you are in this nomination but, everyone has been
so very busy that this will have to take a little while.

My vefy best wishes,
- ~ Sincerely,

" Philip W. Buchen :
Counse] to the President -

Mrs. Nancy Mulnix
127 Mercer Drive, S.E. .
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 | . » e FOg,
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON 4 R

September 30, 1974

s .

Dear Nancy:

- Thank you so very much for your letter about Alexander Calder's
" nomination for the Medal of Freedom. I talked with the office
that handles matters of this nature and they tell me that Mr.
Calder's file is quite extensive. I am sending. your letter to
them and asking that consideration be given his nomination in
light of the President's feelings, when he was in the Congress.

1 will personally follow this matter and keep you informed. If
the decision is made ta make this pre sentation, then we can
discuss the best locale.

-1 do appreciate your kind letter.

Warmest regards.,

Sincerely,'

Vi

Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

Mrs. Nancy Mulnix
127 Mercer Drive, S. E. . .
- Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 . _ ' {
































