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January 6, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY -

FROM: PHIL BUCHEN/ﬁW .

You have requested my thoughts regarding Robert Trent Jones'
letter suggesting the resurrection of the Eisenhower putting

green. The legal issues are virtually identical to those analyzed

in the attached memorandum prepared by Bill Casselman regarding
the swimming pool. In a strictly legal sense, the putting green
could be accepted directly by the White House with the prior consent
of Congress, or through the National Park Service or the National
Park Foundation., In my view, however, a number of other factors
at this time make this approach unwise, and I recommend that

this offer be graciously turned down for the present.

In view of the present state of the economy, it would be unwise

to undergo any broad based fundraising campaigns for this purpose.

It is equally undesirable to permit a relatively small group of

wealthy men to contribute this gift to the White House. The

Eisenhower putting green was removed primarily due to the

high costs for maintenance that were involved. In addition, the

Eisenhower green was located in an area that is visible to
persons outside the complex, which of course the Secret Service

" now finds to be undesirable. To put up protective screening

around a White House putting green would require the approval

of the Fine Arts Commission, ‘which is unlikely to be forthcoming

as it would decrease the public view of the White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 2, 1974

TO: KEN LAZARUS

FROM: PHIL BUCHEN

Bill Casselman has gone into a similar
question on the swimming pool project.

But in the interests of saving his time J
for tapes and documents problems, could
you - possibly after talking to Bill - prepare
a response for me to give Dick.

v

-




October 31, 1974

MEMORANDUM ¥FOR PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: DICK CHENEY

Attached is a letter which came in from Robert Trent Jones.
It regards the possibility of constructing a putting green on
the south lawn, I think it is a sensitive matter which you
ought to take a look at in terms of whether or not it is
feasible from the legal standpoint.

I would appreciate it if you would let me know your views
on the subject so that we can get back to Mr, Jones.

Attachment



RORERT TRENT JONES, INC. 7 CHURCH STREET

MONTCLAIR, NEW JERSEY 07042
20t 744-3033
. TELEX: 138808

October 11, 1974

Mr. Donald Rumsfeld

Special Counsel to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Rumsfeld:

When President Ford was at Pinehurst for the Golf Hall of Fame

dedication he indicated that he would like to revive the Eisen-
hower putting green at the White House and would like us to be

involved. :

We are more than happy to be part of it and are available at any
time tc discuss the site, timing and other details with whomever
has the responsibility. We could design a very simple green with
one trap which will blend well into the environment.

As a matter of fact, if there is any need to raise funds for this
I feel that I could raise it through the membership of the Burning
Tree Club where I am a member.

Incidentally, we have a mutual friend in John Laupheimer who is a
business associate of mine in a venture we have in Europe.

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future.
Very truly yours,
DN fipte T .
olsecd Cu oS
Robert Trent Jones

RTJ :ev

208 FOREST AVENUE, PALO ALTO, TALIFORNIA 54301 POST OFFICE BOX 7098, FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33304
TELEPHONE: 415-326-3833 TELEPHONE: 305-564-3422



August 22, 1974

MEMORANDELMM FOR: Geaeral Alexandsr M. Haig, Jr.

FROM: Willlam E, Caasselman IT

SUBJECT: Authority for Tonstrnetien of Swimezing
Pool and Ralated Facilities o White House
Groundas

You bhave asked whether anthority exists for the United Siates to accopk

the 3if of a swimmming nool to be consiruecisd on the Whilke Houss grounds.
You bave further aaked whether authority sxists to accept gifts or donations
of mensy for purposes of consiruciing related facilitiss. These guestioans
will ba ceasidersd jointly.

Tha scccopiance of gifts to the Unitad Statas is gonerally provided for by

cusiem and wsagze. The Suprems Court has stated: “We have no doubt

that the receipst of zifls, t2siarceniary or pon-testameniary, is withia
_the ambdit of jederal pewers, Usintezsupted usage {rom the fcuadatioa

of the Covernment has sanctioned i2.* {Uaited Siates v. Buraison,

33% U.S8. 87)

i has besa the prevailing practice for the United Stales to accept
uaceaditional gifts and bequestis ol money, peraonal proserty, and real
property without express siatutory authority. Tius staiutes appear to
aszume such zuthority and mevely deal with the sdminlsi-ation or
disposition of the property aRer it has been received. (Sse, for example,
31 U.S.C. 757{e), directing the redemption of government securities .
doasted or begueathsd to the Uniltsd States, and 49 U.S.C, 204, nrovidiag
isr the disposal of lands acquired by the Taifed Staiws by devise).

Wherse, however, a gift is made to the United Statss for a designated
purposs the gquesiion inveariably arises whether any speciiic officer of
tie Urnited States has suthority to accepd it, sudject io the conditions
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Iraposed by the donor, aad to apply it for the purposs designatad. It s
castamary in accapting sush glfts for the Congress 2o anact legialatica
2uthoriziag sa ciiicer or instrumanlality of the Coverament to accspi a
speciile conditional giil or specifie tynea of eonditional gifls and apply
them in ascordancs with the doper's wishes. 7o this eiiact, the Usnilted
Staies Court of Appeala, Disiried of Colembla Cirenit bhas hald:

" Gifla to the Uzitsd Siates which invelvs asy dutly, burden, or
conditism . . . 2a7® nok actepiad by the Coverascant unless by the
express avtherily of Coagress. The zatiosal legislaturs, which
controls the prapeyty of the Uniied Statas {Coned., Art. IV, See, 3),
15> sonsuiled ia anch a ©338.7 (Story v. Sayder 184 .24 434, at 456).

Trere are, in fact, sameroas sialutes avthoririag designated offlcsrs or
instrumentaiities te nszerd zlits or boqueasta to the United States for
speciflie parposss.

Clearly the gifl te the Uniied Stalas of 3 swimming posl to bes comsiructed
on the Whits Hewse grounds or the 5ill or donation of rmonlsa te be nued
for the coasirection of related facilitiss s a conditional gift or =3 least

8 gif} invelviag & burdes to the Uaited Stales. Wae are uaadle to find any
spetifie antborivation for the accepiance of zifts or donslion to the

, Unitsd Sistes for the purposs ol makiang impreovaments o the grounds

of the White Houss. By infsreacs, howaver, such authority appears

to be vesied ia the Secretary of the Interior.

Siace 1961, by Act of Congrass, ths Whilts Housa has beea admisistered
23 part of the MNsiional Fark System (75 Stadk. 536). As used in the Act
the tarm "Whits Howse” ioclodes (he surreundisg grouade. 16 U.3.C, 6
providss in part: “Iha Ssereiary of the Indarior . . . is authorized . . .
to accapt . . . monies which may be denated for purposes of the national

* povk pad menwnest systen:.® Section d{a) further provides that nething
shall prohibit "the Seerelary of the Intsrier from accspliag in the name
of the Usited States, gifta or bequests ol measy + . . or « . . properly
ia the interest of the Nadtienal Park Sérviee. ™

Therefore, we cooclude thak inherent authorily exists in the Secretary

of the Intarior to sceept oa behalf of the United States the gl ol a
swimmiag poel ¢o be coasiruciesd sa the Whilte Hause grounds end to
sccept s gt or donation of moniss for construction of related facilitias, -
where the Secratary bas determined that the acceptanes of sueh gifs or
donation i3 conslstent with and ia the intsrest of tha National Park System.

ce: Philip W, Buchea

WEC:bw

@ -



April 19, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY JONES )
N wid
FROM: PHILIP BUCHEN J v *

SUBJECT: Putting Green on the
White House Lawn

In response to your memoranda of April 10 and 11, I
enclose a memorandum with attachment prepared for
me by Barry and Bill. I think their points are well
taken and should be given careful consideration. As
between a putting green and a swimming pool, I think
the President would much prefer the latter, '



NASHINGTON

April 18, 1975

ME VIORANDUM FOR: PHIL, BUCHEN S
THR.OUGH: BILL CASSELMAN /vv// L
FROM: saRRY ROTH BK.  ° |
SUBJECT: Putting Green

~

While the acceptance of a putting green from Robert Trent Jones

by the National Park Service (NPS) would be legally proper, there
are several problems which should be considered prior to discussing
this matter with NPS:

1. Although a figure has now been quoted of only $300 per year
for maintenance of the green, Rex Scouton indicated to me some time
ago that the Eisenhower putting green had been removed primarily
due to the high cost of maintaining it. This new figure should be
verified once again. '

2. Regardless of whether NPS is the legal entity accepting
the putting green, it will be publicly perceived as a substantial gift
to the President. Although a non-statutory gift policy has not yet
been =stablished by the President, thi's'type of gift does bring con-
siderable media attention, particularly prior to an election. N

3. Politically, this is not the best time to install the putting
green. The construction of both a pool and a putting green are likely
to result in charges that the President is converting the White House
into a country club. Simply stated, while activities such as golf are
essential to his health and performance, prior to an election these.
activities should be given a relatively low visibility,

Attached for your information is a memorandum I prepared for Ken
some months ago on an earlier proposal for the putting green,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 11, 1975

N

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIIL BUCHEN
FRCM: JERRY J
SUBJECT: Trent Jones letter

Offering Putting Green

I understand Robert Trent Jones has now
clarified the $4,000 figure mentioned

in his letter to Rex Scouten which I sent
you yesterday. He 1is prepared to use

his own construction crew and donate the
labor and materials for installation to the
White House. He also is prepared to bill .
the White House if for some reason we feel
we should use other funds to pay for it.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

- April 10, 1975

-

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP W. BUCHEN //

fa

FROM : JERRY H.

Attached is a letter from Robert Trent Jones
to Rex Scouten, our Chief Usher. Jones would
like to restore the Eisenhower putting green
for the President. He indicates in the
letter that the restoration costs would not
be more than $4,000 and I understand from
Scouten that the yearly maintainance costs
for materials would be $300 and that no

extra gardners would be required.

Before we proceed with this, I need to know

if there is any legal problem or reason

not to do it & If the President decides to do it,
how legally it would best be done.

Thank you.




ROBERT TRENT JONES

March 18, 1975

Dear Mr. Scouten:

My sons, Robert Jr. and Rees, and I enjoyed very much
being with you yesterday and appreciate your courtesies

showing us the White House. We were all thrilled by
the experience.

We think that the site of the original Eisenhower green
is an ideal location. We would in effect be restoring
the old green. The green could be approximately 2500

to 3000 square feet in size with the trap placed between
the Nixon commemorative tree and the Hoover commemora-
tive tree. The green would also be so designed to give
the President an opportunity to pitch to it from a short
distance.

My sons and I would like to donate our services as well
as the construction of the green itself to President
Ford. We can arrange to have it contoured and built if
that is acceptable. We would like to do something for
the President who is in turn doing so much for the game
of golf. The outside cost of materials and installa-
tion should not exceed $4,000.00. We can also make
recommendations for the maintenance of the green to
conform to government regulations.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Very truly yours,

Rodet Lot Bmeo

Mr. Rex Scouten
Chief Usher

The White House
Washington, D. C.

T
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October 22, 1975 1

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CONNOR
FROM: PHIL BUCHEN \ .
SUBJECT: Indoor Golf Range

This is in response to your request for guidance on Mr. Robert
Spindell's offer to donate an indoor driving range to the President
for installation in the EOB. From a strictly legal standpoint,
there is authority to accept this by several alternative methods
as an unconditional gift to the United States, as long as there is
no specific requirement of where or how it is to be used, and the
annual maintenance does not impose a legal "burden upon the
United States for its upkeep." \

Although no firm policy has been established for the acceptance

of domestic gifts, we have generally sought to avoid the acceptance
of valuable gifts such as this or the putting green. Without meaning
to bring into question Mr. Spindell’'s motives, I point out that such
gifts have been the subject of considerable media attention over the
last several years. Clearly no acceptance should be made unless
we also know about Mr. Spindell's occupation and business interests.
In addition, this is a time when we should avoid emphasizing such
high visibility gifts that appear to take away from the time the
President devotes to his official duties. It is my understanding
that these were also the main reasons for turning down the putting
green last spring.

For the above reasons, we recommend against acceptance of this
gift,



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 8, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: J OR

Phil, I understand you have a letter dated
June 25th from Robert F. Spindell of
Chicago concerning an offer of Mr. Spindell
to the President. I have been asked to
get a package together on this matter for
the President. Could you let me have

a copy of the June 25th letter along with
your recommendation of how this

request should be handled. Mr. Spindell
is obviously going to persist on this one.
Thanks. .

(p.s. it apparently concerns an 'inside golf
range. )

L




ROBERT F.SPINDELL
I35 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO

October 1, 1975

Dear Don-:

As you observed first hand, the inauguration of.
the Illinois Republican Committee was a resounding
success. It was a full house and the President was
in great fettle. His speech was just right for the
occasion and left everyone with the impression that
the Presidency is in the best possible hands. He
has such a wonderful way of looking at the people
with whom he shakes hands that everyone of them
immediately becomes his friend. Even staid old
Jim Kemper came away with a great big, highly pleased
smile! ' N

J/ During my conversation with the President I
mentioned again the inside golf range at Camp David
and told him I would like to give him one to be in-
stalled in an empty office in the Executive Office
Building. He asked me if I thoughtit would improve
his golf game and when I assured him it would, he
indicated he liked the idea. I told him that I had
sent to you a letter setting forth the details which
you had forwarded to Phil Buchen and that I would
remind him to bring it to the President's attention.
He said that would be fine. Accordingly, Don, I
would appreciate it very much if you would ask Mr.
Buchen to show my lett L.June 25th _to _the President
or discuss it with him. All that would be necessary
to go ahead would be the designation of someone to
meet with me in the Executive Office Building so that
we could take the appropriate measurements. It would
require about two months to acquire the material and
install 1it.




When Mr. Buchen discusses this matter with the
President, please ask him to emphasize the following
three points to the President:

1. It would very definitely improve his golf
game.

, 2. Hitting golf balls for 15 or 20 minutes in
the late afternoon would stir up his circulation and
make him refreshed for the rest of the day and evening.

3. The problems of the day would vanish from
his mind for the 15 or 20 minute period, because it
iz impossible for one to think of anything else while
hitting a golf ball. It constitutes a splendid change
of pace.

I know the important part you played in arranging
Harold Smith's big party last night, and I am delighted
that it was so completely successful. It will materially
strengthen the Republican Party in Illinois. '

I am looking forward to seeing you in person and
in action on the 30th at the same place. You are ob-
viously convinced that Illinois will be a vitally im-—
portant state next year. And you are so right.

Sincerely,

Mr. Donald Rumsfeld
Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

P.S. I thought you might like to have me enclose a
copy of my letter to you of June 25th.



June 25, 1975

Depsr Don:

YWhen visiting with the President last evening at
tlie Il Associates reception in the Yhite House, I
asiked him if he would like to have an indooxr golf
raenge in one of the rooms in the Executive Office
Bailding. (We had just talked about the golf range
at Camp David). Since the idea is new and the execu-
tion of it a little complex, I told him I would write
to vou a2bout the details and ask you to bring them to
his attention. Hence this letter.

I told the President that Kr. Hixon and I had
played golf together a good deal and that I had pro-
posed setting up a golf range in the Executive Office
Building. Mr. Kinon asked Bué Vilkinson to work with
me on this and we fcocund an empty office that we thought
would provide the idea inside golf range. The ceiling
was so high that it would permit the use of a 7 iron,
vhich is almost unheard of in an inside range. Nets
would be hung about 18" from each of the side walls
and from the ceiling. o canvases would be hung at
the front edce about & foot spart. A rubber mat with
a 30" x 12" astro turf insert, wculd coastitute the
last incredient. A frame would hold a mirror and the
golf sticks. As Jchnny Miller has repeatedly said, it
is impossible for one to improve one's golf swing un-
less he can see it, either in s mirror, wmovics or
video-tape. I have a golf range in my basement and
ore in the back yard and I find the mirror is invaluazble.
Two last items are adequate lighting from the ceiling
and 2 ball “picker-upper.”
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would be more than delighted to make a gift of
such a range to the President, and I would buy the
materials and ship them to ¥Washington, as I did for
the Camp David range, and then give instructions as
to how they are to b= erected.

=

I am not familiar with whether there is space in
the White House feor a golf range, but it must have a
ceiling clearance of 7% to 8' and I doubt that the
ceiling of the ground floor space is that high. By
bzsement range is only 18' long, 9' wide and 7%' high.

The Prezident said that there was a wove afoot to
re—establish the putting green and put in a sand trap.
If he added the gclf range to these two items he would
socn have his golf scores in the lower 89's and occa-
sionally the higher 70's. If this became knowvn to the
public, they would think that he was neglecting his
job! I must emphasize in passing that hitting balls
hard for twenty minutes can do more to stir up one's
circulation and at the same time take one's mind off
evervtning else than zny other physical activity. One
simply cannot hit a golf ball and think of anything
else!l

I am sure that everyocne who listened to the
President's short but stimulating speech, and visit
with him afterwards felt the same &s Ethel and I:

First, he looked definitely youncer than the photograrhs
and television indicated; he looked to be in exczilent,
robust good health: he has stunningly handsowe blue eves
which both wvomen and men like; he has a truly infectious
erile; he is disarmingly forthright and evervone that
mects him instinctively likes him and feels that our
Federal Government is in very good hands indeed. Ee
has that rare combinaticn of being your leader, but

2t the same time your friend. This was a very critical
audience and evervone with whom I talked felt that we
had just the right man to lead us, both now and in the
four years commencing in Kovember 1976,

As I read the Washington .Post this morning I could



— -

How are you holding up under your 12 to 14 hour
axy=?1

with warmest personal recards, I am

Sincerely,

I‘’r. Donald Rumszfeld
Ascistant to the President
Trhe White Eouse
Washington, D. C.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 13, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: BARRY ROTH

FROM: PHILIP BUCHEN/ﬁ

SUBJECT : Robert Spindell's Offer
to Donate Indoor Driving
Range

In response to Jim Connor's memo of November 1,
I called Robert Spindell. I find that he is a
practicing lawyer who specializes in estate
planning work. He and his firm do not represent
any corporations on any stock exchange, and he
has no litigation pending with the Federal
Government. The indoor driving range proposed
will consist of a mat for the floor, an upright
canvas into which the balls could be hit, and
netting which will frame and protrude from the
canvas backing. The out-of-pocket expenses for
Mr. Spindell will amount to about $200.00, but
he will need help from carpenters who work in
the building to make the installation.

The gift would not be a personal one to this
President but would be made for the purpose of
having the installation remain to be used by
future Presidents. Mr. Spindell would like to
have arrangements made so that he can come to
Washington and consult with appropriate
building personnel on the location and instal-
lation of the equipment.

This proposal seems to be well within the bounds
of propriety and I would like you to make the
necessary arrangements for a productive visit by
Mr. Spindell. Please call him to establish a
convenient time at 312-372-2900.

cc: Jim Connor
Dick Cheney



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 1, 1975

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: : JIM CONNOI}}{{
SUBJECT: Robert Spindell's offer to Donate Indoor

Driving Range

Your memorandum of October 22 and the entire question of
Fobert Spindell's offer to donate an Indoor Driving Range were
reviewed by the President.

The President requested that you discuss the matter further with
Mr. Spindell to explore the possibility of his accepting the gift

aad where it might be located.

Please follow-~up with appropriate action.

cc: Don Rumsfeld



+ THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

DateéZLZéL

10: Phil Buch n

FROM: Barry Roth
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 17, 1976
10:59 a.m.

JIM CONNOR:

Re: Indoor driving range

I called Robert Spindell, 312-372-2900,
and advised him of our decision not to

go ahead with the indoor driving range.
He said that he understood the political
considerations of such a venture at this
time and felt that the decision was a good
one. He accepted our thanks graciously.
He said that he would like to renew the
offer after the election. I responded
that there was nothing to indicate that
the offer would be accepted after the
election, but he responded that he would
like to do so anyway.

Thank you. g

DAVID C, HOOPES

Attachments

cc:  Barry Roth/



Wednesday 1/28/76

2:50 Robert Spindell said he talked with Dave Hoopes, who
said the plans for the President's indoor golf range

had been given to Mr., Cheney some weeks ago by
Mr., Hoopes.

(312)Franklin 2-290

Mr, Spindell asked if you could jog Mr, Cheney to
do something about it.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 2, 1974

TO: KEN LAZARUS

FROM: PHIL BUCHEN

Bill Casselman has gone into a similar
question on the swimming pool project.

But in the interests of saving his time J
for tapes and documents problems, could
you - possibly after talking to Bill - prepare
a response for me to give Dick.

1K

-




October 31, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: DICK CHENEY

Attached is a letter which came in from Robert Trent Jones.
It regards the possibility of constructing a putting green on
the south lawn. I think it is a sensitive matter which you
ought to take a look at in terms of whether or not it is
feasible from the legal standpoint.

I would appreciate it if you would let me know your views
on the subject so that we can get back to Mr. Jones.

Attachment



7 CHURCH STREET
=
ROB ERT TR‘_NT lJ ONES' lNC‘ MONTCLAIR, MEW JERSEY Q7042
201 744-3033

. TELEX: 138808

October 11, 1974

Mr. Donald Rumsfeld

Special Counsel to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Rumsfeld:

When President Ford was at Pinehurst for the Golf Hall of Fame
dedication he indicated that he would like to revive the Eisen-
hower putting green at the White House and would like us to be
involved. :

We are more than happy to be part of it and are available at any
time to discuss the site, timing and other details with whomever
has the responsibility. We could design a very simple green with
one trap which will blend well into the environment.

As a matter of fact, if there is any need to raise funds for this

I feel that I could raise it through the membership of the Burning
Tree Club where I am a member.

Incidentally, we have a mutual friend in John Laupheimer who is a
business associate of mine in a venture we have in Europe.

I look forward to hearing from you in the near future.
Very truly yours,

N fi, ot T . .
lslsect GV "
Robert Trent Jones

RTJ :ev
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708 FOREST AVENUE, PALO ALTO. CALIFORNIA 94301 POST OFFICE BOX 7098, FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33304
TELEPHONE: 415-326-3833 TELEPHONE: 305-564-3422



August 22, 1974

MEMORANEUM FOR: Ceneral Alexandar M. Haig, Jr.

FROM: Willlam E, _Caaadman n

SUBJECT: Authority for Tonsirnetion of Swimsesing
Posol and Ralatad Faxilities on White ouse
Crounds

You bave asked whether authority existy for tha United States o accunk

the 3ift of 2 swisaming »ool to be construcisd on the Whike Houss grounds.
You bave further asked whether authority sxdats to aceept giits or donations
of roney for purposes of consiruciing related facilitiss. These guestions
will ba counsidered jointly.

Tha cccopiaace of zifts to the Unitad Siates is gonerally provided for by
cusiom and vaaze,. The Suprems Court has stated: “We have no doubt
that the receipt of zifts, t2siarcentary or pon-festameatary, is witkia
_the ambit of {sdersl powers. Uninitszsupted usage from the icuadation
of the Covernmant has sanclioned §2.” {United States v. Buraisen,

339 .8, 87)

I has been the prevailiag practice for the United Stales to accept
uncpaditional gifts and beguests of money, peraonal proserty, and real
property without express siatutory authority. The statutes avpear to
aszume such authority and merely deal with the administzation or
disposition of the property aller it has bean received. (Ses, for example,
31 U.S5.C. 757{¢), directing the redemption of government cecurities .
doasted or bequeathed to the Uniled Siates, and 49 U.S.C, 204, providiag
isr the disposal of lands acquired by the United States by devise).

VWherse, however, 2 gif i3 made to the United Statss for a desigrated
purpose the gquasiion invariably arises whether any speciiie officer of
tie United States has suthority to accepl it, subject to the conditions
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iraposed by tha donow, sad to apply it for the purposs dasignatad. It is
costemary in accaptiag sush gifts for the Congress 2o anact legialation
2uthoriziag sa ciiicer or instrumanlality of the Coveramenk 2o accspi a
sveciile conditional giik or specifie typea of eonditional gifts and apply
them in ascordsance with tha doper's wishkes. 7o this eifact, the Uaided
Staiss Court of Appeals, Disiriet of Columbla Cirenit has hald:

" Gita to the Usited States which invelve aay dutly, burden, or
conditisn . . + 37® nok accepiad by the Covernsmant unless by thse
express avthewily of Congress. The sational legislature, which
controls the property of the Usiied States {Coned., Art. IV, Ses. 2},
ls sonsuiled ia anch a c339. % (Story v. Sayday 184 F.24 454, at 456).

Trere are, in fact, suneroas sialvies avthoririag desigsated officers or
instrumentalities te nesert glits or boguesta to the United States for
specifie parposes.

Cloarly the gifl te the United Staies of a swimming posl to bs comssirusted
on the Whits Sewse grounds or the sill oy donatics of rmoalsa te be used
far the coasirection of related fazilitiss is o conditional gift or of lesat
s i} invelving a burdes to the Uniied Stales. Wa ere unadle to find any
specifie suthorivaiion for the accepiance of 3ifts or donalion to e

, United Siates for the purposs of making imprevements o the grounds

of the Whits Heouse. DBy infsresacs, however, such authority appears

ts be vesind ia the Secretary of the Interior.

Since 1961, by Act of Congress, ths Whilts Housa has been admisistered
22 part of the National Fark System {75 Stak. 584). As nsed in the Aet
the tarm "White Howse” iocludes the surreunding grouads. 16 U.3.C, 6
provides in part: “Tha Sserelary of the Inlarior . . « is anthorized . . .
to accapt . . + monies which may be densted for purposes of the national
* park sad moemuueat systens.™ Section d{a) further provides that nething
shall prohibit "the Seerelary of the Interisr {from saccopling in ithe name

of the Usited States, gills or bequasis el measy « » . ©r « . . property
in the intsrest of the Natiensl Park Servies.®

Therefore, we cootlude thai inherent authorily exists in the Secretery
of the Intarior £o accept oa behalf of the United States the gil i a
ewimmiag poel ¢o bo coasirucisd sa the Whils Hause grounds end to
accept the glft or donation of moniss for construction of related facilitias,
where the Secrstary bas determined tha the acceptancs of sueh gift or

 donatisa is consistent with and ia the interest of the National Park System.

ec: Philip W, Buchea

WEC:bw
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

, April 11, 1975

-

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: JERRY J
SUBJECT: Trent Jones letter

Offering Putting Green

I understand Robert Trent Jones has now
clarified the $4,000 figure mentioned

in his letter to Rex Scouten which I sent
you yesterday. He is prepared to use

his own construction crew and donate the
labor and materials for installation to the
White House. He also is prepared to bill ..
the White House if for some reason we feel
we should use other funds to pay for it.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

- April 10, 1975

-

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP W. BUCHEN

FROM: JERRY H.

Attached is a letter from Robert Trent Jones
to Rex Scouten, our Chief Usher. Jones would
like to restore the Eisenhower putting green
for the President. He indicates in the
letter that the restoration costs would not
be more than $4,000 and I understand from
Scouten that the yearly maintainance costs
for materials would be $300 and that no

extra gardners would be required.

Before we proceed with this, I need to know

if there is anyv legal problem or reason

not to do it & If the President decides to do it,
how legally it would best be done.

Thank you.




ROBERT TRENT JONES

March 18, 1975

Dear Mr. Scouten:

My sons, Robert Jr. and Rees, and I enjoyed very much

being with you yesterday and appreciate your courtesies
showing us the White House. We were all thrilled by
the experience.

We think that the site of the original Eisenhower green
is an ideal location. We would in effect be restoring
the old green. The green could be approximately 2500

to 3000 square feet in size with the trap placed between
the Nixon commemorative tree and the Hoover commemora-
tive tree. The green would also be so designed to give
the President an opportunity to pitch to it from a short
distance.

My sons and I would like to donate our services as well
as the construction of the green itself to President
Ford. We can arrange to have it contoured and built if
that is acceptable. We would like to do something for
the President who is in turn doing so much for the game
of golf. The outside cost of materials and installa-
tion should not exceed $4,000.00. We can also make
recommendations for the maintenance of the green to
conform to government regulations.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Very truly yours,

o
Lot Lot Gomeo
ober rent Jones

Mr. Rex Scouten
Chief Usher

The White House
Washington, D. C.




. f " _ : .y : i
- i
ar
i . . - %
J -
’ ‘
; ; 0
i L N
e -
q
‘
-
'
¥
* . N
'
i ? . .
B .
>
¥ =
. -
w i
o
-
.
.
i
" 8 .
s
’
.
» 4 N
¥ ¥
I .
2 .
. . e )
[ i
d -
. .
C
- v
* -—
.
o -
L -
. . . |
i . ,
al . 1
: ’ : s h
4
» ~
-
. 0
\ 1
B - F 4
. -
. . . T
\ : k 3 .
- Y - g
b . . - 3 '
L ' . . B
al - , ' .




THE WHITE HOUSE K|

At
WASHINGTON LT 0,1.
J t,LVV: -+ ii‘
i ;Y
October 22, 1975
MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CONNOR
FROM: PHIL BUCHEN \ .
SUBJECT: Indoor Golf Range

This is in response to your request for guidance on Mr. Robert
Spindell's offer to donate an indoor driving range to the President
for installation in the EOB. From a strictly legal standpoint,
there is authority to accept this by several alternative methods
as an unconditional gift to the United States, as long as there is
no specific requirement of where or how it is to be used, and the
annual maintenance does not impose a legal "hurden upon the
United States for its upkeep." ‘

Although no firm policy has been established for the acceptance

of domestic gifts, we have generally sought to avoid the acceptance
of valuable gifts such as this or the putting green. Without meaning
to bring into question Mr. Spindell’s motives, I point out that such
gifts have been the subject of considerable media attention over the
last several years. Clearly no acceptance should be made unless
we also know about Mr. Spindell's occupation and business interests.
In addition, this is a time when we should avoid emphasizing such
high visibility gifts that appear to take away from the time the
President devotes to his official duties. It is my understanding
that these were also the main reasons for turning down the putting
green last spring.

For the above reasons, we recommend against acceptance of this
gift.



L S

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 8, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: J] OR

Phil, I understand you have a letter dated
June 25th from Robert F. Spindell of
Chicago concerning an offer of Mr. Spindell
to the President. I have been asked to
get a package together on this matter for
the President. Could you let me have

a copy of the June 25th letter along with
your recommendation of how this

request should be handled. Mr. Spindell
is obviously going to persist on this one.
Thanks. .

(p.s. it apparently concerns an 'inside golf
range. )

L9




ROBERT F.SPINDELL
I35 SOQUTH LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO

October 1, 1975

Deadr Don-:

As you observed first hand, the inauguration of.
the Illinois Republican Committee was a resounding
success. It was a full house and the President was
in great fettle. His speech was just right for the
occasion and left everyone with the impression that
the Presidency is in the best possible hands. He
has such a wonderful way of looking at the people
with whom he shakes hands that everyone of them
immediately becomes his friend. Even staid old
Jim Kemper came away with a great big, highly pleased
smile! ' N

J/’During my conversation with the President I
mentioned again the inside golf range at Camp David
and told him I would like to give him one to be in-
stalled in an empty office in the Executive Office
Building. He asked me if I thoughtit would improve
his golf game and when I assured him it would, he
indicated he liked the idea. I told him that I had
sent to you a lettexr setting forth the details which
you had forwarded to Phil Buchen and that I would
remind him to bring it to the President's attention.
He said that would be fine. Accordingly, Don, I
would appreciate it very much if you would ask Mr.
Buchen to show my lett§5,9i~lgge 25th _to the President
or discuss it with him. All that would be necessary
to go ahead would be the designation of someone to
meet with me in the Executive Office Building so that
we could take the appropriate measurements. It would
require about two months to acquire the material and
install it.




When Mr. Buchen discusses this matter with the
President, please ask him to emphasize the following
three points to the President:

1. It would very definitely improve his golf
game.

2. Hitting golf balls for 15 or 20 minutes in
the late afternoon would stir up his circulation and
make him refreshed for the rest of the day and evening.

3. The problems of the day would vanish from
his mind for the 15 or 20 minute period, because it
iz impossible for one to think of anything else while
hitting a golf ball. It constitutes a splendid change
of pace.

I know the important part you played in arranging
Harold Smith's big party last night, and I am delighted
that it was so completely successful. It will materially
strengthen the Republican Party in Illinois.

I am looking forward to seeing you in person and
in action on the 30th at the same place. You are ob-
viously convinced that Illinois will be a vitally im-
portant state next year. And you are so right.

Sincerely,

Mr. Donald Rumsfeld
Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

P.S. I thought you might like to have me enclose a
copy of my letter to you of June 25th.



June 25, 1975

Yhen visiting with the President last evening at
the I Associates reception in the Yhite House, I
2sked him if he would like to have an indoor golf
range in one of the rcoms in the Executive Office
Building. (We had just talked about the golf range
at Camp David). Since the idea is new and the execu-
tion of it a little complex, I told him I would write
to vou about the details and ask you to bring them to
his attention. Hence this letter.

I told the President that Kr. lixon and I had
played golf together a good deal and that I had pro-
posed setting up a golf range in the Executive Office
Building. NMr. Nixon asked Bué VWilkinson to work with
me on this and we fcound an enpty office that we thought
would provide the idea inside golf range. The ceiling
waes so high that it would permit the use of a 7 iron,
vhich is almost unhezrd of in an inside range. Nets
would be hung about 18" from each of the side walls
and from the ceiling. Two canvases would be hung at
the front edge about a foot apart. A rubber mat with
a 30" x 12" astro turf insert, wculd constitute the
last incredient. & frame would hold a mirror and the
golf sticks. As Jchnny Miller has repeatedly said, it
is impossible for one to improve one's colf swing un-—
less he can see it, either in & mirror, movics or
video-tape. I have a golf range in my basement and
ore in the bzack yard and I find the mirror is invaluzble.
Two last items are adequate lighting from the ceiling
and 2 ball "picker-upper."”




-
.

_ I would be more than delighted to make a gift of
such 2 range to the Fresident, and I would buy the
materials and ship them to ¥Washington, as I did for
the Camp David range, and then give instructions as
to how they are to b= erected.

I am not familiar with whether there is space in
the White House for a golf range, but it must have a
ceiling clearance of 7% to 8' and I doubt that the
ceiling of the ground floor space is that high. BHy
bzsement range is only 18' long, 9' wide and 7%' high.

The Preszident saida that there was 2 rove afoot to
re—establish the putting green and put in a sand trap.
If he added the golf range to these two itemns he would
socn have his golf scores in the lower 89's and occa-
sionally the higher 70°'s. If this became knowvn to the
publie, they would think that he was neglecting his
job! I must emphasize in passing that hitting balls
hard for twenty minutes can do more to stir up one's
circulation and at the same time take one's mind off
cvervthing else than &ny other physical activity. One
simply cannot hit a golf kall and think of anything
else!

I am sure that everycne who listened to the
President's short but stimulating speech, and visited
with hin afterwards felt the same &s Ethel and I:

First, he looked definitely youncer than the photograrchs
and television indicated; he looked to be in excellent,
robust good health: he has stunningly handsome blue eves
which both vomen and wen like; he has a truly infectious
erwile; he is disarmingly forthright and evervone that
mects him instinctively likes him and feels that our
Federal Government is in very good hands indeed. Ee
has that rare combinaticn of besing your leader, but

2t the same time your friend. This was a very critical
audience and everyone with vhom I talked felt that we
had just the right man to lead us, both now and in the
four vears commencing in November 1976.

As I read the Washington .Post this morning I could
ct help but chuckle at Mr. Meany's complaint about the
lacl: of a veto-proof Congress!



liow are you holding up under your 12 to 14 hour
dayz2!

with warmest personal recards, I am

Sincerely,

I’r. Donald Rumszfeld =4
Ascistant to the President

Tre White Eouse

Washington, D. C.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 13, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: BARRY ROTH

FROM: PHILIP BUCHEN/V

SUBJECT: Robert Spindell's Offer
to Donate Indoor Driving
Range

In response to Jim Connor's memo of November 1,
I called Robert Spindell. I find that he is a
practicing lawyer who specializes in estate
planning work. He and his firm do not represent
any corporations on any stock exchange, and he
has no litigation pending with the Federal
Government. The indoor driving range proposed
will consist of a mat for the floor, an upright
canvas into which the balls could be hit, and
netting which will frame and protrude from the
canvas backing. The out-of-pocket expenses for
Mr. Spindell will amount to about $200.00, but
he will need help from carpenters who work in
the building to make the installation.

The gift would not be a personal one to this
President but would be made for the purpose of
having the installation remain to be used by
future Presidents. Mr. Spindell would like to
have arrangements made so that he can come to
Washington and consult with appropriate
building personnel on the location and instal-
lation of the equipment.

This proposal seems to be well within the bounds
of propriety and I would like you to make the
necessary arrangements for a productive visit by
Mr. Spindell. Please call him to establish a
convenient time at 312-372-2900.

cc: Jim Connor
Dick Cheney



/ ’ ,;
THE WRHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

-

November 1, 1975

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: : JIM CONNOLZ;{;
SUBJECT: Robert Spindell's offer to Donate Indoor

Driving Range

Your memorandum of October 22 and the entire question of
Robert Spindell's offer to donate an Indoor Driving Range were
reviewed by the President.

The President requested that you discuss the matter further with
Mr. Spindell to explore the possibility of his accepting the gift
aad where it might be located.

Please follow-up with appropriate action.

cc: Don Rumsfeld




+  THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Datcz/ / 7/7 ﬁ

10: Phil Buck n

FROM: Barry Roth
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 17, 1976
10:59 a. m.

JIM CONNOR:

Re: Indoor driving range

I called Robert Spindell, 312-372-2900,
and advised him of our decision not to
go ahead with the indoor driving range.
He said that he understood the political
considerations of such a venture at this
time and felt that the decision was a good
one. He accepted our thanks graciously.
He said that he would like to renew the
offer after the election. I responded
that there was nothing to indicate that
the offer would be accepted after the
election, but he responded that he would
like to do so anyway.

Thank you. g

DAVID C. HOOPES

Attachments

cc: Barvry Roth/






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN B
THROUGH: BILL CASSELMAN ,nﬂ ‘
FROM: BARRY ROTH /3/( ¢
SUBJECT: Putting Green

~

While the acceptance of a putting green from Robert Trent Jones

by the National Park Service (NPS) would be legally proper, there
are several problems which should be considered prior to discussing
this matter with NPS:

1, Although a figure has now been quoted of only $300 per year
for maintenance of the green, Rex Scouton indicated to me some time
ago that the Eisenhower putting green had been removed primarily
due to the high cost of maintaining it. This new figure should be
verified once again.

2. Regardless of whether NPS is the legal entity accepting
the putting green, it will be publicly perceived as a substantial gift
to the President, Although a non-statutory gift policy has not yet
been established by the President, thi's'type of gift does bring con-
siderable media attention, particularly prior to an election. it

3, Politically, this is not the best time to install the putting
green. The construction of both a pool and a putting green are likely
to result in charges that the President is converting the White House
into a country club. Simply stated, while activities such as golf are
essential to his health and performance, prior to an election these
activities should be given a relatively low visibility,

Attached for your information is a memorandum I prepared for Ken
some months ago on an earlier proposal for the putting green.








