
 The original documents are located in Box 33, folder “Nixon Pardon - Hungate 
Subcommittee: Correspondence (1)” of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford 

Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  
 
Exact duplicates within this folder were not digitized. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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IN TI-J.E TIOUSE OF llEPRESEXT..1TIVES 

SErn::\l m:r: 1 G! 1!) i -1 

Ms. .Am~t'r. (for ]lC'I'SC'lf. ~Ir. R.\DII~O. )[r. Joux r.~. nnrro~, ~Ir. Dr.LLt:liS, Mr. •. 
En.nEnG, l\Ir. 1-h:cm.F.R of ·west Vir~inin. ?.fr. lh::t..c;-roslu! 1\rs. HoLTZ)IAX, 
)!r. Kocn, )lr. H,1~CSTH.\J .. :\lr. S1·.\r:K, )lr. SToKr-~ :llr. S·nnxOTox, nnd 

) · !Sr. Cn.Am..Es H. \YIJ.sos of Californin) submitted tl1c !ollo\\ing resolution; 
which W!\S re!crreu to the eommittce Oll the J udicia.IJ . . 

.. 

. : 1 Ilesob:ccl, That the President of tbe United States is 

2 hereby 1·e~nesl~d to fru::1ish the HOnse, within ten days, with . ~ 
3 the followmg mformahon: . _,..~·tyy ~-

-~ '? ~ ,.;10 . · · r~. Ct(. yy 
~ ~~ . : 4 _1. Did you or your ~·cprescntatiYc.s bave -~pecific knowl-·% V" _· 
~ . • • • • ~-A ;t: . ~.:¢.: . ~:· ~- . ed~e .~f a;,y f~nDal ~imiual c~arg~s pending against Richard f;:~~ . 

. ·.;~· . 6 . l\L~n:on pnor t~ lSSUOllCC oft~e- pardon~ IJ~o, w~nt were z~ 

.. : . : . . " 'i lllese charges 1 . . . .... . .-:: . ... ·. .· l?'. r . 
!. . . . "'b 

... 
s . . . . 2. Did .Alexander .linig refer to . or di5cuss ~ 1)m·don for · 

.. 9 P~chard. ~~- N~on ~ith nichar.f M_~ ~n;~u -~~ l'ePresenia~ ~ ~~u., <, 
• • ""f !IS' . . . . . . . .., :· . "' 

10 tiYes of :Mr. :sixou at nny ·time during the week of .August 4, ··. .: . . : .. . ~ 

. . .. .. . 

. . . . . . . _/ 

11 197 4, or at nuy subseqncnt tluie 1 If :;o, u-bnt promises were. 
. . ., . - . 

·~+;· L~ .. v 
·+~ ~ J.~ ·. . . . ~I .. 



- ' 2 ~ . /~;i 
1 mndc or conditio1is set fur a pardon, if nny 1 If so, were ta1>cs .. ·( xo. ~~ 

- . . . 

ii oi· Ira nseri1> tio.ns of any I> in U moUe of these conYersa lions or / z {I* 

1
;; ~4 were nny notes tal~en ~ If so, please proYidc such tnpes, ,<ff ! 

transcrj1)tions or notes. \/ . ; z~ 5 ~When "·as ; pnnlon for Ri~hnrd -~· Nixon first re-~ _· .,).'~ 
{~~ ·~f femd t~ or discussed with l:icl,nr~ M. NiXon; or ~epresenta-·$ ~ 
~// (v·l( ti,es ob ~Ir. ~ixon, by you or your representatives or aides, ~ ; , 
A_Q~(· . . 

)nclucling the ·period .when you were a. Member of Congrt'ss · ·· f 

·) tl) · or ·vice President i 
. . . . I 

~itt' 10 . · @ WJio plirticipntcd in these and su~seqneni discussions 

<>r negotiations with Richnrd )f. Nixon or his representa­

tives rcgnrding a pardon, and at wbat specific times and ~ • 
IY · ao ~-~~·i· · ~ -~~~ -~..,.~~ 

~. /. 13 locations~-~~-~~~~ ~~ 1 
X . . . . I 
-~ ~~ 14 ~ ,- 5. Did you con$ri}t with .A.ttorney · Gen~ral Williain ~• .~-~ ') ., 

-Ar¥er- . ff.-..l~ -to~~ 
..,X~ 15 · axbctl'or Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworsklbefore making · . · . cr'1 · 

~ .tA . . ··/I 
~ ~ ty· I ;J. 1

17
6 .. •. :.· e dccisioll to 11nrdon Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what ~. . c~. . - :

11 cr 
1 

..~ cts and legnl authorities did they give to you 1 . ~ 
VJ~ . . . . • / 
J' f-..' .' &lA 18 6. Did you ·consult with the ·vice Presidential nominee, · ~- :. 
,-_.,.~~~..., : .. . . ~~-~%~· . ~· i 

~ ~· . 19 . ~,elson Rockefellc{. hefol·e .tllaking the decision to pardon r;::; !· 
:;;;.~ . . 20 _Jlicl10nl )f. Nix?n and, if so, what fact. and legnl auth01itie$ 1: /1' 
. {. ) : .;1· · J.d he giYe ;o ;ou! . : . ;:· .. · ·,· , ~ .:.--: .. ;:: .. :·." : :· ·.~·i-t 

. · j .ft. 22 : ~: ~id you con,"~ It ·_wit~ "~}:· <l~~~; n;·io;~·~j~ • ~~ pr~f~s- . ·. . · . ~~ 
IJ;·i 23 ~ors of b~,;bef~rc tll:l'king t!JC dccisi~n to i>:rrdon RiChard )f. . ~ "<, ·.I 

·v;z.. 21 :t\ixon, nnd,' if S~, ~~·I,:i.i. fa~ts' o; legal ·~uthorities did th~y )- . ~ '; 
~~;6 \: 25 o-i,·c to ,:ou 1 ~ ~,i__ W. · ~ · .. ~ · · .. · ~ · . 7 · · · ---

o J /~ o~ • D •• 

. { ~~ . f;c.Jw..~ ~ ~~~ . 
~ ·' . I 



.. . 

1 

2 Nixon to make a conf~ssion or statement of criminal guilt, 

3, nnd, if so, what language was· suggested or rcqu_eslc<l by ~\ _/,./- . . 

4 you, your rcprcscntath·es, 1\Ir. Nixon, or his reprcsentatiYes ~ /. ,.~Y 

5 'Vas any statement of any kind requested from :Mr. N:xon ?tp ;£~ ( 
6 in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, please provide the . . . . ~:r 7 suggcstc·d or requested language . 

.9. """~.the statemcpt issued by Richard :M. Nixon im-
:; . ; ... - ~ 0 0 

~~din~ ely ~sqb~equent ·t_ojann~uncemcnt of the pardon mnde 
0 • • • f • 

s 

. : . .. 
. . 10 -~o~~ to ~;~u· or yo~tr r~presenta_tiYcs prior ·to its ·~nnounce-
, • .. . 1~ ~~~n~ and~~aS it ap~r~,;ed"bY you or your rcprescntati>cs! · 

13 
.,C 

:·. : 12 .: .:~ io:··~~jd yot; rccciY~ ~ni fC};Ort fron1 fl psychiatrist. or "-f.A ~ 
·!· : • .. • •.. . . . • • . t • : 

·.?t.ber 11l1ysician ~tn!.ing that. ~itlmrd :M. N'ixm1 was in other · 
.:. I . • • !t 

. :'13 • 0 

: 
- .• 

""":··· .. ' ~ 
~ . ... 

14 -tli~n ._ good. h~altli7 I{ so,: please provide ·such reports. 
~·~ ~ : ; 0 • -i • : ,, .. . 

:! 
.: .. 

.:. .;: . . . ·: ~ ;·, . . . . - .. 
. . . . ~ . t] .• 
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IN THE ROUSE OF REPRESEKTArriVES 

. l 

Mr. C-o:>."YJ::I:S snL:niUctl tl1c :following rcsolutim~; whid1 was 1·cferrcd t.~ the. 
Committee on the Judiciary. .,. ·: •: .: :.:.:· - ;•: 

. . . ; ..... : .. : .. : . . . ': : ~ 
----------------------- .. . . ' ... . 

·. 

' .. . l Jlcsol~cd1 That the President is directed to fun1ish to tb~ 

2 House of Rc1)rescntutives the full-and complete information 

· · 3 nnd fucts upon which was based the decision to grnp.t o. J_)ar-

4. don to Richard 1\L Ni-~on, mcluding-

6 
. . 
. .7. 

8 

9 

10 

. {1) any representations made by or on behalf of 

llicltanl :DL Ni-"'\.on to the Prc~idcnt; 
. . . .. . .• 

{2f any infonnat!oi1 ?r facts l>rcscntcil. to t1te Pre~- · . 
....... .. . . .. . 

iilcnt w~th respect to t~c wcnta1_ o~ ~111y~i~a.l Lcallh of 

llichard ~L Nixon; ·. 
.• . 

(3) :my 1_nfo)111:ltion in possr::3iol_l or control o£ tbc 

11. . rrcsidcnt ·with respect to the. ofJrn~rs wlticli wrrc :t1-

-, y 

J 

. I 

• l 

i 
• I 

-I 
I 
f • • 
~ 



--·..1> . ... ., . ... . . . . ··-
\ ~ 

1 le~eal} commi!!c<l ],y Hil'hnnl ~I. Nixo~1 nutl fur which 

2- a 1mnlon was g~~~mtcll; 

3 : (4) any rc1)rcscntntions made 1)y or ou lJr11aU of 

4 the President to Tiicllard 1\L :Kixon in connection with 
. ~ ... .. 

5 n 11anlon for ~llcged ofTci1srs against the Unite~ States. - - .- ... . .. ... . 

6 The President is further clirccted to furnish to the llousc of . 
. 

7 . llclll"CSCntatiYCS the full and C~ll1111cfe· information and facts .. 

8 in l1is possession or control and relating to any parclon which · 

9 mny be gTantc<l to any 1wrson wl10 is or lllf!.Y be clmrgcd or · 
...... : .. . -. . 

·. 

10 conYictcd 0~ any offense ag~inst tllC United States witllill the . •. 
. . 

11 · 1uosccutorial . jm·i~diction· of the Offi2e of \Yatergatc Special 

12 ·Prosecution Force. 

.. . -.. -.·- .... ~.: ·:· ·. 

. . .. .. .. 

. •: . ·:-... . . . 
• I • • ~ • • : 

--:· 
- ~. ·' . i. . . : !! ' • ':: . . 

.;... ·:· .... 
: :!.i : · ::... •. -· . -· 

--~-=.-··!·:: .·. .. . . ... .. 
-: • ! :· 

.. ... . . . 
!t) Sta::; ''~ :!:) 

: .~.·· •... ,.r,.·_.-· ... ;_-: !. • ...... -· .. .. .. - ·-.. ·:; .... . .· .. : ... _ _ ;·_ - ·-:. ~ 

.' ·:. :.;· .. .-' .. ..... ~· : : . ··:; 
. . . . . 

, . r • • • . . . . . . 
: !· •. ••• : l .. •,:,r:J:!•t ··- ~· . !' • •• J : . . . . .· . . ... . . . .;.• . .. : .... ·: : 

. ~ . .. ; .. - . · . . 
. ~. . . .• -~ .. ·: . : .. -.. _: , :. . . ~ .. . 
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~·~!.~:ss H. RES. 1367 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEMBER 16,1974 

Ms. ABztro (for Mrself, Mr. BArnrLo; Mr. JoHN L. B-lJRTON, Mr. lliLLtrllt~, Mr. 
EILBERG, Mr. HECHLER of West Virginia, Mr. HELSTOSKr, Ms. HoLTZMAN, 
Mr. KocH, Mr. RosENTHAL, Mr. STARK, Mr. Sro.x.~;s, Mr. 8YHINOTON, and 
Mr. CHARLES H. WrLSON of California) submitted the following resolution; 
which was rei-erred to the Committee on the J u.diciary 

RESOLUTION 
1 ResolJved, That the President of the United States is 

2 hereby requested to furnish the House, within ten dtiys, with 

3 the following information : 

4 1. Did you or your representatives have specific koowl-

5 eage of any formal criminal charges pending against Richard 

6 M. Nixon prior to issuance of the pardon~ If so, what were 

7 these charges~ 

8 2. Did Alexander Haig refer to or discuss a_ pardo:n for 

9 Richard M. Nixon with Richard M. Nixon or representa1 

10 tives of Mr. Nixon at any time during the week Df August 4~ 

11 1974, or at any subsequent time~ If so, what promises were 

v 



1 made or conditions set for a pardon, if any~ If so, were tapes 

2 or transc.riptions of any kind made of these conversations or 

3 were any notes taken~ If so, please provide such tapes; 

4 transcriptions or notes. 

5 3. When wa.s a pardon for Richard M. Nixon first re-

6 ferred to or discussed with Richard M. Nixon, or representa-

7 tives or Mr. Nixon, by you or your representatives or aides, 

8 including the period when you were a Member of Congress 

9 or Vice President~ 

10 4. Who participated in these and subsequent discussions 

11 . or negotiations with Richard M. Nixon or his representa-

12 tives regarding a pardon, and at what specific times and 

13 locations~ 

14 5. Did you consult with Attorney General William 

15 Saxbe or Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski before making 

16 the decision to pardon Ric.hard M. Nixon arid, if so, what 

17 facts and legal authorities did they give to you~ 

18 6. Did you consult with the Vice Presidential nominee, 

19 Nelson Rockefeller, before making the decision to pardon 

20 Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what facts and legal authorities 

21 did he give to you~ 

22 7. Did you consult with any other attorneys or prof~-

23 sors of law before making the decision to pardon Richard M. 

24 Nixon, and, if so, what facts or legal authorities did they 

25 give to you~ 

1 8. Did you or your representatives ask Richard M. 

2 Nixon to make .a confession or statement of criminal guilt, 

3 and, if so, what language was suggested or requested by 

4 you, your representatives, Mr. Nixon, or his representatives ~ 

5 Was any statement of any kind requested from Mr. Nixon 

6 in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, please provide the 

7 suggested or requested language. 

~ 9. V\~a ' the statemtfl!lt issued by Richard M. Nixon im-
!1 !I 
9 med~telyj ~b~equent h~l an®uncement of the pardon made 

ii 10 known to you or your ~~preS8ntatives prior to its announce-

11 men.t., An~ 'Ya$ it a~.Pf?te~ by you or your representatives ~ 
12 iO. Did you receive any report from a psychiatrist or 

· 13 othet phy~ici@ st~ting thnt Richard M. Nixon was in other 

1~ than good, health~ If sqr please provide such reports. ,, 



93D CONGRESS H. RES. 1367 2D SESSION 

RESOLUTION 
An-inquiry relating to PreMdential pardon of 

Richard Nbron. 

By Ms. ABIUG, Mr. B>A»ILLO, Mr. JoHN L. Bun­
TON, Mr. DEu;uxs, Mr. En.BEBO, Mr. HECH­

LER of West Virgitria, Mr. H:tlLSTOSKI, Ms. 
HOLTZMAN, Mr. KooH, Mr. RosENTHAL, Mr. 
ST-4-RK, Mr. S.WKJi&, Mr. SYlQNGTON, and 
Mr. CHARLES H. Wn.soN ef c-lifornia 

Si:PTEMIII:B 16, 1974 

Beferred to tbe Committee on the Judiciary 



. . 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTE~IBER 16,1974 

Ms. ABzuo (for herself, Mr. BADIU.O, Mr. JoHN L. BuRTON, Mr. DELLUMs, Mr. 
ErLBERG, Mr. HEcHLER of West Virginia, Mr. HELSTOSKI, Ms. HoLTZMAN, 
Mr. KocH, Mr. RosENTHAL, Mr. STARK, Mr. S'J'OKFil~ Mr. SYMINGTON, and 
Mr. CHARLES H. WILSON of Califomia) submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

RESOLUTION 
1 Resolved, That the President of the United States is 

2 hereby requested to furnish the House, within ten days, with 

3 the following information: 

4 ' 1. Did you or your representatives have specific knowl-

5 edge of any formal criminal charges pending against Richard 

6 M·. Nixon pri<>r to issuance of the pardon 1 If so, what were 

7 ~e charges1 

8 2. Did Alexander Haig refer to or discuss a pardon for 

9 Richard M. Nixon with Richard M. Nix<>n or representa-

10 tives of Mr. Nixon at any time during the week of August 4> 

11 1974, or at any subsequent time1 If so, what promises w~ 
\ 

v ~/~ 



l made or conditions set for a pard-on, if any~ If so, were tapes 

2 or transcriptions of any kind made of these conversati-ons or 

3 were any notes taken~ If so, please provide such tapes, 

4 trans~riptions or notes. 

5 3. When was a pardon for Richard M. Nixon first re-

6 ferred to or discussed with Richard M. Nixon, or representa-

7 tives ·or Mr. Nixon, by you or your representatives or aides, 

8 including the period when you were a Member of Gortgress 

9 or Vice President~ 

10 4. Who participated in these and subseque!lt discussions 

11 or negotiations with Richard M. Nixon or his representa-

12 tives regarding a pardon, and at what specific times and 

13 locations~ 

14 5. Did you consult with Attorney General William 

15 Saxbe or Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski before making 

16 the decision to pardon Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what 

17 facts and legal authorities did they give to you 1 

18 6. Did you consult with the Vice Presidential nominee, 

19 Nelson Rockefeller, before making the decision to pardon 

20 Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what facts and legal authoritie.s 

21 did he give to you 1 

22 7. Did you consult with any other attorneys or profes-

23 sors of law before making the decision to pardon Richard M. 

24 Nixon, and, if so, what facts or legal authorities did they 

25 give to you~ 

• t 

1 8. Did you or your representatives ask Richard M. 

2 Nixon t-o make a confession or statement of criminal guilt, 

3 and, if so, what language was suggested or requested by 

4 you, your representatives, Mr. Nixon, or his representatives ~ 

5 Was any statement of any kind requested from Mr. Nixon 

6 in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, please provide the 

7 suggested or requested language. 

9. Was the stateme'flt issued by Richard M. Nixon im-
• I 

~ I;Il~di~tely s~b~equent to announcement of the pardon made 

10 known to you -or. your r~presentatives prior to its announce-
• jl . 

1~ ment, and 'Yas it app~5>f:ed by you or your representatives~ 
'I • 

1~ 10. Did you receive any report from a psychiatrist or 

13 other physician stating that Richard M. Nixon was in other . . 
1
14 than good health~ If so;i plea,se provide such reports. 

I ' ll 



98D CONGRESS . H. RES 1367 2D SESSION . • 

RESOLUTION 
An inquiry relating to Presidential pardon of 

Richard Nixon. 

By Ms. ABzuo, Mr. BADILLO, Mr. JoHN L. BUR­
TON, Mr. DEu;uxs, Mr. EILBERO, Mr. HEcu­
LER of West Virgima, Mr. liELBTOSKI, Ms. 
HoLTZMAN, Mr. Koou, Mr. RosENTHAL, Mr. 
STARK, Mr. &roKM, Mr. SYMINGTON, and 
Mr. CHARLES H. WILSON of California 

SEPTEMBER 16, 1974 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
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D:.Ju CO~GHESS 
2nSJ::.S~10X 

IN 'l'JJ.B TIOUSE OF ItEPRESEXTATIVES 

SEt"fl::\1 1\l::T: 1 G~ 1 !)'j -1 

Ms. Anzc-c; (for h<'rsC'lf. ~Ir. n.\nll~.o. :'.fr. JoH::-. L . Ticr:To,:-, ~fr. Dr.:LLc:\IS7 ".Mr. •. 
En.m:nc, 1\Ir. lhcm.F.n of \\"est Vir~inia. !\fr. lh::r..c;rosKr~ 1\fs. HoLT7.;\L\X, 

}lr. Kocn, )lr. n\)SCXTH.\J •• )!r. ST.\J:K, )lr. STOKF"-'~ )lr. SY;:\UXGTO~, nnd 
~ · ~Ir. CrrARI.ES H. \Yu.so.x of Cali forn.i~) submittt!'cl tl1c following resolution; 

which was reicrreu to the Eommittce ou the J udicia.ry . . . . . 

.. 

. p.: 'r:;-t~~~-;r .tru·· .,.T~o~r . .......... ~14 -~S·i ~- .•: J · - D u t '~ . ~~~"~ .:1.-...U • .u. ... \ ... ~ 
., 

EesohcCl, That the President of tbe United States is 1 

2 hereby ,·eq."e'l~d to fm::1ish the Rouse, within ten dnys, -..ith . /.. 

3 the followmg mformahon: . . . ~"'~.rY/.~-
-~'?~ ,.,10 _ r~ ~- y~ 

~~ . : ~ . l. Did you or yom _rcpresentntiYc'. have ,specific kno'I\:J- (". _jl'" V · 

.~~:: .. : . :. 5 Cage of any formal criminal c~arges pending against Richard ~~ !'{). ~ I 
. : ~ · 6 "l\L. ~ixon prior to. issuance .of the pitrdoll ~ If so, -..~n t -.'~-ere >.: V " 
· ·:.: · , . 'i ll!Cse chilrges1 . -· · ... - · <-' __ ., ·. . · ,,~[ 
. . .... . 
. . . .. 
. . . . 

s .. ·_· 2. Did .Alexander .IIaig refer to_· or discuss ~ pardon for · =· 

.· 9 ·}~chard.~~- ·?\~~ll ~ith . nicharcf :!\~~ - ~~L~~~-· --~~ l'Cpresent·~~ ~ : . . - . 

10 tiYe~ of ~i·. :\ixou at an~y'tin1e du.riug tb~ ·week of Angt~st 4, . . - ~ .··. 
11 1974, or -~t any. subsrqncnt tin~e1 If :;o, w1at .pro~nises were. · · 

v . . \~ +~·L~ 
.· ·"':tc ~ j~ ·- . 

'-"""" ' .. 

.. 



.. ' ( 2 c" /.;/ ;t( 
1 mnd.c or COI1ditions set fur a l>:ndon, jf :my 1 If so, were tn1)es .. ·{ x_o ~: 

I 2 or Ira nscri 1' lions of any ]; in J mn de of tl1csc com·cr.sa lions or ~ 'l ~ 1/ ~ 
./ 3 'wcm nny noics tal; cn1 If so, please 1iroYide such tapes, / (;: f,iJ I ! 

!~ .. ~ { r~~ 
.X 4 transcriptions or notes. \ ~ 

f. lf 5 @when was ~.pardon · for lli~harcl.~. ND.:~n first rc-~ 'V1r.: 
c.r<' ~~- . ..;_s.? fcned to or discussed with l:iclmd ~L Ki:s:on,- or represcnta-· .r ~.)--~ :_: . 

11 /_ '} ~. 'b( '<_t"' uer; ' 
Y// ~v- tiYcs ob )rr. ~ixon~ by you or. yo~ ·representatives or aides, ~ . ~ . 

.J'_ "'Q r. ( . . . 't 
i"nc]ncling the ·period .when you ·were a Member of Congress· ·· 

1 
, 

. . . - I 
·) .J or ·vice President 1 

~ i't,; 10 . · @ Wlio pfirticipated in these and su~s~queni discttssions 

~.1111 {)T negotiations with Richard ]If. Ni:s:On oi his r~presentn-

% 12 t.ives rcgnrding a pardon, and at what specific times ai1d · t.c> _. . (, rry· . do~--~~-~ . ~ . ~~ ~~ ~-~~<+- . 
l ;'ox• 'lj . 13 locations.~ ~~ _b ~ ..<J~ . ~..:::_-- j '--

-~ /;/. 14 . 5. Did you con~rilt with .A.ttorney · Gen~ral Williain ~ t1-~ '\ . • ,. 
-~r¥cr-- . fJ,...l~ -to~~ ~; 

15 . axbctpur Special Prosqcufor Leon J awor.sk! before making · · · . f 
. Y xA .· jl,l~ 
~>.~ y-12 1G e decision: to 11ardon Richard 21. Nixon and,' if so, what ~ '~_,.,; II . 

J" .r · ;r . 17_:: cls and legal authorities did they give to you~ . ?" 
_, or.J • · · • .1 J \ . . . . . . _;r :f 

· r' r.~ l~ ~s .. 6. Did you ·consult with the ·vi~e Preside~tial ~wminee, · - ;.r--: .: 
rxs~ ·!-.o . . . . ~ ~'"i~.--f-'1. ~ . ~r r i 

~ ~/ ._ 19 ~elson 11ockcfclle~ befoi·e making lhe decision to par~on . 'r~ ~- ~~~! · 
_f/5
1 

. .. 2,0 :llichonl )f. ND.:on and~ if so, '"~at_fa~ts :t~J.d le~~ antJ.lo;i~:- . 1 /1' 
\ · · j_d h • 'l · · • · ·· · · · ~. ;, .... . ) . · · 21· · d1 e gT\"C to you. · · . ·- : .· . : ·. ::· · .. · : :-'. ·. -· ~- .. :. · . ·:.· .· . 5 ..e6•J tj., 

. . · j .{~ 22 : ~~ J)id you con;~lt .wit~ n~): · {)t'h~; a·;io~-~.i~ '~;. pr~;es- .. . ·. b>f~ ~ 
'f.j ! 

23 
. ... . . 

'v J 2J n-i\·c to you 'l 

j~ : . . I 
- - . 
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1 8. Did you or your reprcscnL'ltiYCS nsk lticLnn1 M. r -.i 
~-t / J ~ 

2 Kixon to ma1~e a couf~ssion or statement of criminal gu~lt, : ,.,t~· "\J v 
~u J!B·J 

3, nud, if so, ·what bngungc was· suggested or rcqucs{c(l Ly ~ ~ tff 

~~
._, 

4 you, your rcprcsenf~tiYes, hlr. Nixon, or his rcprcseu. tafiyes 7 
\ . 

5 Was any statement of 3ny kind requested from :Mr. l\ixon -"~.J. ~ 
. ~ -~~~J 

6 . in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, _please provide the ~.;,~ ~· . . . 
. , . 

7 suggestC'd or requested language. v 

s .. 
·' 

.9. \Yp.~ .the statemcpt issued by Richard :Jr. Nixon jm-
.: ·I .- i! • . . .... . . 

~~dia~ely ;;sqb.s_equent t_ojann~uncemcnt . of the pardon 1nade 
. . . .= •. .. • • . • .. ! . . . . 

. · 10 -kn.owp to .you·{)r your representa.llYCS prjor to its ·announce-.. . ~ . . . ·: .. ·. ~ ·; . . : .: ' . . . "' 

~ .. :·· .1~ ;~~n~· and;·~as it appro,~ed· ~)· you or your rcpresentatiY~s~ . . 13 -,o 

- . : 1Z ~ .:~ io~.·~:id yo;t recciY~ ~ni report fron1 n psychiatrist. or ·~_).~ 
., • • - • . •.• .. . -. . t • : 

·.?t.ber 11hysician ~tn!.ing tbat. ~iel1ar<l :U. Nixon was in other ·. 
:.:. I . • • !t . 

. :~13 . . 

14 .ili~n .good. h~a1tli1 I{ so~: please provide ·such reports. 
. .. ; : . .. 

- · •. • ·! •i • .. .; 
"!·-· •. • .. :a 

. · .. . !! • • .. • : 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIV.IiJS 

SEPTEMBER 17,1974 

Mr. CoNYERS submitted the following resolution~ which was referred to the 
Committee on the J udic~ary 

RESOLUTION 
1 Jl~Bolvcd, That the President is directed t~ furnish to the 

2 House of Representatives the fllll ftnd complete informa:tiou 

~ Ml~ f11cts upon which was based the deci~ion to grant 11 p~r· 

4 don to RichP.rd M, Nlxor(lnoluding-

5 ( 1) any representations made by or on behalf of 

6 Richard M. Nixon to the President; 

_7_ ( 2) · any information or facts presented to the Pre!:!-

8 ident with respect to the mental or physical health of 

9 Richard M. Nixon; 

10 ( 3) any information in possession or control of the 

11 President with respect to the Qffenses which were ~J· Fu.fb <:.,' 
(~ ~ 

v 
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1 legedly committed by Richard M. Nixon and for which 

2 a pardon was granted; 

3 ( 4) any representations made by or on behalf of 

4 the President to Richard M. Nixon in connection with 

5 a pardo\ for all~g~j offanfies ~ainst .the United States. 

6 The President is further directed to furnish to the House of 

7 Representativ~s the full and complete information and facts 

8 in his poS':3flSSion or control and relating to fllllY pp,rdon which 

9 may be granted to any person who is or may be charged or 

10 convicted of any offense against the United States within the 

11 prosecutorial jurisdiction of the Office of Watergate Special 

12 Prosecution Force. 



93D CONGRESS H RES 1370 
2D SESSION e e 

RESOLUTION 
Directing the President to furnish to the House 

of Representatives the information on which 
he based his decision to grant a pardon to 
Richard M. Nixon and certain other infor­
mation. 

By Mr. CoNYERS 

SEPTEMBER 17,1974 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
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September 17~ 1974 

GtNERAL COUNS~Lr 
.IER:tMt: N. 2EIFMAN 

AS:i:O:.II\T£ GF:NERAL COUNS"EL1 
G.V;.N£R J. CUN~ 

C:OUNSEL: 
H'ERD t-:RT FUC"HS 
WILLIAM P. SHA.TTUCK 
H. CHRISTOPHER NOL.DI! 
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lAMES F'. FALCO 
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s~P1~i~74 

President Gerald R. Ford 
The \~hi te House 
Washington~ D. C. 

Dear Hr. President: 

As I mentioned in my letter of September 17~ 1974, the Subcommittee 
on Criminal Just1ce, of which I am Chairman, has pending before it 
H. Res~67 relating to the pardon of former President Richard M. 
Nixon. In addition, the Subco~ittee has pending before it a variety 
of proposals relating to the disposition or ta\)es and docur:tents 
compiled by former President Nixon and currently within the custody 
of the Federal Government. 

Under the circttmstances, . I respectfully urge th:tt no further action 
taken affecting the disposition of such materials until Congress 
had sufficient time to thoroughly consider the issue. \

be 
has 

Respectfully, 

Ch.l\irman 
Subcommittee pn Criminal Justice 

WUI:rtd 
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Septe~ber 17, 1974 

President Gerald R. Ford 
The White House 

· lo'"lShington, D. C. 

Dear Hr. President: -. 

O£MCRA\. C'OUU:l~Lt 
.IL .. ONE M. 2~1P"MAH 

A5~1ATZ GC.,. II:"AL c;ouHSrLs, 

GAr.Na,; , J ... C.Uh£ 

C.0UPCS€ l.t 
HCIIIO£fiTF~S 

~ILUAM r. 5HA1TUCK 
H. CHI'U ::TOt••aut HOL.D£ 
ALAN A. r AI•U<r.A 
.IAMil"S P'. f'ALC~ 
MAUR,C£ A. 8"'8;)%A 
A"THl' R r. I:NOR~S. JR. 
FRAHKUH G. f'OLt< 
1'HOMAS C. 11'-00NCY 
..ICHACL v.·. 8LOMM£ll 
ALI:XA"""L.n D. COOK 
CONSTA~INl: .1. GEKA.S 

ALAN'· CJJFrn. Jll. 

On September 16, 1974, Representative Abzug of New York 
introduced a resolution of inquiry, H. Res. 1367, which has 
been referre d to the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Under the Rules of the House, 
the Committee en the Judiciary is called upon to consider this 
resolution within seven legislative days of :J.ts introdu~t5.nn. 

To assint us :!,n the expeditious consideration of this 
measure, I respectfully request that you provide the Subco~~it­
tee with the following information as requested by this privi-
leged resolution: · · 

1. Did you or your representatives have specific 
knowledge or any formal criminal charges pending 
against Richard M. Nixon prior to issuance of 
the pardon? If so, what were these charges? 

2. Did Alexander liaig refer to or discuss a pardon 
for Richard H. Ni>:on Hith Richard H. Nixon or 
representatives of l'!r. Hixon at any time during 
the week of August 4, 19.74 or at any subsequent 
time? If so, what prooises were made or con­
ditions set fo r a pardon; if any? If so, were 
tapes or transcripticns of any kind made of these 
conversations or were any notes taken? If so, · 
please provide such tapes, transcrij)tions or notes. 
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President Gerald R. Ford 
Page 2 
Septcnber 17, 1974 

3. llhen "1as a pardon for Richard H. Nixon first 
·referred to or discussed with Richard M. Nh ... -"un, 
or representatives of Hr. l!i>:on, by you or your 
representatives or ·aides, including the period 
when you Here a member of Congress or Vice 
President? 

~. ~~o participated in these and subsequent dis­
cussions or neBotiations with Richard M. !'axon 
or his representatives regarding a pardon, and 

· at l-rhat specific times and locations? .. 
5. Did you consult with Attorney General William 

Saxbe or Special Pro~ecutor Leon Jm~orski before 
making the decision to pardon Richard H. Nixon 
cu<d, if so, Hhat facts and legal authorities did 
they give to you? 

Respe tfully, / · 

'l-. 
tJfl •WiJ ta/J0t:' w 

lULLIAH L. E.Ul~G E · 
Chainnan 
Subcommittee 01 Criminal Justice 

\-1LH :rts 

· . ... .. . 

~.-.; 

. ·, 
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CHE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 18, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: William E. Timmons 

SUBJECT: Resolution of Inquiry 

ACTION 

In tab A is a resolution of inquiry, H. Res. 1367, 
introduced on September 16th by Rep. Bella Abzug 
and thirteen other Members. As you know this 
procedure is highly privileged and may be called 
up after seven legislative days under the House 
rules. 

In tab B is a letter to you from Subcommittee 
Chairman William Hungate requesting answers 
to many of the questions in H. Res. 1367. 

In tab C is a suggested response to Mr. Hungate 
which has been cleared by Messrs. Buchen, Areeda, 
Marsh and Hartmann. Senator Scott and Rep. Rhodes 
were also consulted and the letter meets their approval. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the letter in tab C. 

-~ . 



IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEl\IBF..R 16, 1974 

Ms. ABzuo (for herself, Mr. BA»ILLO,·Mr. JoHN L. B-eRTON, Mr. DELLu:Ms, Mr. 
EILBERG, Mr. HEcHLER of West Virginia, Mr .. HELSTOSKI, Ms. HoLTZMAN, 
Mr. KocH, Mr. RosENTHAL, Mr. STARK, Mr. STOKES, Mr. SYMINGTON. and 
Mr. CHARLES H. WILSON of California) submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

RESOLUTION 
1 Resolved, That the President of the U nit~d States is 

2 hereby requested to furnish the House, within ten days, with 

3 the ful!owing information: 

4 1. Did you or your representatives have specific knowJ.-

5- edge of any formal criminal charges pending against Richard 

6 M~ Nixon prior to issuance of the pardon 7 If so; what were 

7 ~e charges7 

8 2. Did Alexander Haig refer to or discuss a pardon for 

9~ Richard M. Nixon with Richard- M .. Niion or representa-
,~ ... fl~o~-... 

10 tives of Mr._ Nixon at any time during the week of August ..{';'· (} (~\ 

19'Z4, or at any subsequent time 7 If so, what promises wei;e ~:·) 11 

v 
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1 made or conditions set for a pardon, if any~ If so, were tapes 

2 or transcriptions of any kind made of these conversati<>ns or 

3 were any notes taken~ If so, please provide such tapes, 

4 transcriptions or notes. 

5 3. When was a pardon for Richard l\L Nixon first re-

6 ferred to or discussed with Richard M. Nixon, or representa-

7 tives <>r Mr. Nixon, by you or your representatives or aides, 

8 including the period when you were a Member of C<>ngress 

9 or Vice President~ 

10 4. Who participated in these and subsequent discussions 

11 <>r negotiations with Richard M. Nixon or his representa-

12 tives regarding a pardon, and at what specific times and 

13 locations~ 

14 5. Did you consult with Attorney General William 

15 Saxbe or Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski before making 

16 the decision to pardon Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what 

17 . facts and legal authorities did they give to you~ 

18 · . 6. Did you consult with the Vice Presidential nominee, 

19 . Nelson Rockefeller, before making the decision to pardon 

20 Richard 1\I. Nixon and, if so, what facts and legal authorities 

21 did he give to you~ 
.. 

22 . 7. Did you consult with any <>ther attorneys or prOfes-:-

23 ·sors oflaw before making the decision to pardon R!chardl\1> 

24 Nixon, and, if so, what facts or legal authorities :did· they· 

25 give· to you~ 

~,.~ ,,..,,:: ... ~' ~~~ ~''· . 
/·;:_,... ' ... '' {) '\ 

i -~·:;) < ...... ·. 
c··, 

' 
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1 8. Did you or your representatives ask Richard· M. 

2 Nixon to make a confession or stat-ement of criminal guilt, 

3 and, If so, what language was suggested or requested by 

4 you, your representatives, Mr. Nixon, or his representatives? 

5 Was any statement of any kind requested from Mr. Nixon 

6 in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, please provide the 

7 suggested or requested language. 

8 .9. 'Vas._the statement issued by Richard M. Nixon im-
. ·- - -· \ -

. "' 9 ¥D_ediately sub~equent to amiouncement of the pardon made 

.. 10 :know_h to yo~_~or yopr representatives prior to its announce-

11 ;~nt,_ and ~as it app~oved by you or your representatives 7 
(. ·r·• \ .. \, 

~- -- :12 ; _ -~ 10;; Did you receive any report from a psychiatrist or 
. . . 

.' 'J 13 ;othe!.; physician .:gtating~ that Richard M. Nixon was in other 
' - '.' - ,_ 

. ~ 14 ',than,:good health i~-If S9, please provide such reports. 
·-·•, • ·,: •," '·' ', \ •P' .: 

- . ~ ... 
l· /· ,_A' 

i - -

. . .:.. 

i . 
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An· inquiry. :relating t& Presidential pardon of 
:8ichatd Nixon. 

By Ms. ABzuo, Mr. BA:Dn.w,Mr. JoHN L. BuR­
. TO!IT, Mr. DELi.tars, Mr. E~Em, Mr. HECH­

LER of West Virginia, Mr. HELsTOsKI, M.s. 
HoLTZHA.N, Mt. Koou, MJ,t. RosENTHAL, Mr. 
S'PARK, :Mr. &t!oKE8~ Mti. SYMiNGTON, and 
~ CHARLES H. WiLsoN' ~f C&JS.fornia 

S'EPTEMUB 16,.!-974 
l&terrell to the Comnrltt~· qn the:_ Judiciary 

t I 

--------·---~ ------
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Septe~er 18, 197~ 

President Gerald R. Ford 
T'ne White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear T•'ir. President : 

Subsequent to rrw letter to YOU of Seote~er 17) 
1974, concerning Representative AbzuF's resolutjcn of 
imuiry, H. Res. 1367, Reoresentati ve John Convers of 
Mi.chiga11 introduced a second resolutio:-1 of irrmiry, 
H. Res. 1370, \tihich also has been referred to ti1e Sub­
co~ttee on Cri~inal Justice of the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Under the Rules of the House, the Co~ttee on 
the Judiciary is called upon to consider these resolutions 
1'11 thin seven legislative days of their introduction. I 
am enclosing printed conies of both resolutior~ ~~d 
resoectfully request that you provide the Subcu/u.~ttee 
with resP0-'1Ses to the inauiries contained in these p vi­
leged 1egl.slati ve measures. 

~sn~~~~t/ 
ChaiYT.':.'i.. l 

OCNERAL COUHSEL.t 
JI.H:UME M. %£1P'MA.N 

GAFcr.;£R ~. CUHI!' 

COUN:JCL1 
•u::fteERT P'UCHS 
WILUA.M P~ SHAntJCK 
H. CHRISTOPHER NOLDI! 
ALAN A.. PAFiKI!.ft 

JAMES P'. P'AU:O 

MAURICE A.. I!AR80Z.A 
ARTHUR P'. END"ES. JR. 
FRANKLIN G. POLK 
'tHOM4$ £. MOoNEY 

MrCHAEL. W. Bl.OMMER 
~NDER8. COOK 

CO~I!.TANTIN£ J. GEt"".AS 
ALAN P. COFFEY • JR. 

1/t~~!~.· -;.·"'-e. :~~ .'«;_ . ~--"' 
Subcorrrr~ttee on Cri~Jnel Justice 

WLH/bts 

Enclosures 

I 
f 
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IN THE TIOUSE OF REPRESEXT.ATIYES 

SEl'TE:'IIRER 16,1974 

.Ms. Anzco (for herself. ~Ir. BADILLO. ~Ir. JoHN I.. Tit::nTox, Mr. DF.LLUMS, Mr. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

EILBERG, l\Ir. ]l:J.:cJJLER of '\Vest Virginia, :Mr. Ih:r..sTosKI, Ms. HoLTZ~IAX, 
Mr. Kocn, Mr. nost::XTHAL. l\Ir. ST.\RK, l\Ir. STOKES, :Mr. SYl\IIXOTON, and 
Mr. CHARJ.ES H. WILSoN of California) submitted the following resolution; 
which W!!S re;ferred to the Committee on the Judieiary · 

·RESOLUTION 
Resob:ed, TP,at the President of the United States is 

hereby requested to furnish the House, within ten days, with 

the following inf{)rmation: 

1. Did you or yom· representatives have specific knowl-

edge of any formal criminal charges pending against Richard 

l\I. Njxon prior to issuance of the pardon~ If so, what were 

these charges 7 

2. Did Alexand~r Haig refer to or discus~ a pardon for 

Richard ~I. Nixon with Richard 11. Ni..xon or Tepresenta-

ti.Yes of Mr. Nixon at any time during the week of Augus~ -f,· 

1974, or at any -sub~equent tinie1 If so, ·what promises were 

v 

D 
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1 mnde or conditions set for u pardon, if any 1 If so, were tapes 

:2 or transc.riptions of any kind mnde of these conversati<>ns or 

3 were any notes taken~ If so, please provide such tapes, 

4 transcriptions or notes. 

5 3. "Then was a. pardon for Richard M. Nixon first re­

G fened to or discussed with Richard :u. Nixon; or representa-

7 tives or l\Ir. Nixon, by you or your representatives or aides, 

8 Including the period when you were a Member of Congress· 

9 or Vice President~ 

10 4. 'V1io participated in these and subsequent discussions 

11 or negotiations with Richard M. Nixon or his representa-

12 tives regarding a pardon, and at w~at specific times and 

13 locations~ . 

14 5. Did you consult with Attorney General William 

15 -Saxbe {Jr Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski before making 

16 the decision to pardon Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what 

17 . ·facts and legal authorities did they give to you~ 

18 6. Did you consult with the 'Vice Presidential nominee, 

19 Nelson Rockefeller, befoi·e making the decision to pardon 

20 Richartl ~I. Nixon and, if so, what facts and legal authorities 

21· did he give to you~ 

22 . 7. Did you consult with any other attorneys or profes-

23 sors of law before making the decision to pardon Richard :u .. 
24 Nixon, and, if so~ what facts or legal authorities did thej 

25 give to you~ 



., 

. . 

~ 
L. 
.~ 

1 8. Did you or your representatives ask Richard 1\I. 

2 Nixon to make a confession or statement of criminal guilt, 

3 and, if so, what language was suggested or requested by 

4 you, your representatives, Mr. Nixon, or his representatives~ 

5 'Vas any statement of any kind requested from Mr. Nixon 

6 in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, please provide the 

7 suggested or requested language. 

~ 
.I 

9 
·• 

10 

1l . 

9. 'y ~s. the statemep.t issued by Richard M. Nixon im-
. :1 ... ;! • . 

~~dintely:;s-qbs:equent to i! ann~uncement of the pardon made 
. . .. : ' :- . . . . . . ! . . 

·MOWp to :you·Qr your representatives prior to its announce-
.. . .I 

~ • ... •i · ; . 0 .! 

~:r'uent, and; -~as it appro~ed· ~y you or yow· representatives~ 
.. 

12 :· :: 10. ri'id yo~ receiv~ n:ny report from a psychiatrist. or 
. . . . .j . 

'13 :other physician sta~ing that Riclmrd M. Nixon was in other 
!! 0 

14 ·~han good health~ If so,· please provide such reports. 
.. .. ' ij ·i .. .. tl 

: .. .. il 

r 
• 
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RESOLUTllON 
An inquiry relating to Presidential pardon of 

Richat·d Nixon. 

By Ms. ABZUo, Mr. BADILLO, Mr. JoHN I... Bun­
TON, Mr. DELLUMS, Mr. EILBERG1 Mr. H Ecu­

u :n of 1Vest Virginia., Mr. HELBTOSKI1 Ms. 
IIOLT'~UAN1 Mr. Koou, Mr. Ro~tJCNTUAL1 Mr; ,. 
STARK, Mr. S1'0Kt-:s, Mr. SYMINGTON, and 
Mr. CHARLES H. Wu.soN" of California 

SEPTEllBE& 16,1974 
Referred' to the Committee· on the Judiciary 

·-
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IN rrHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVI~JS 

SE~ER 17,1974 
1\Ir. Co::s-YERS submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 

Committee on the Judiciary . , : · , ! 

.. : . : . ... : ~ • i • ; ~ 

RESOLUTION 
' 

1 Resolved, Thttt the President is directed to furnish to the 

2 House of Representatives the full and complete information 

3 and facts upon which was based the decision to grant a par-

4 don to Richard ::u. Nixon, including-

5 ( 1) any representations made by or on behalf of 

6 Richard ~L Nixon to the President; 

.7. ( 2) · any informat~on or facts 11rescntcd to tlte Prc~-

8 ident with respect to the mental or pl1ysical health of 

9 Richard M. Nixon; . 

10 (3) any information in possession or control of the 

11 President with respect to tl1e offmscs which wNe al-

v 
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1 legcdly com~nittcd by Richard :u. Nixon aud for which 

2 a pardon was gx:antcd; 

3 ( 4) any representations made by or on 1Jchalf of 

4 the President to Richard :u. Nixon in connection with 

5 a pardon for alleged offenses against the United States. - - - - - ... - . 

6 The President is further directed to furnish to the House of 

7 RelJrcsentatiYes the full and com1Jletc information and facts 

8 in his possession or control and relating to ariy pardon which 

9 may be granted to any 11erson who is or may be charged or 

10 coriYicted of any offense against the United States within the 

11 prosecutorial jurisdiction of the Office of "\Vatergate S1Jecial 

12 ·Prosecution Force . 
... .... ., . . "' ... 

.,. : ..... ... 

' . 
j I .:.. • :. .. 

.. 

I ' 
• t 
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RESOLUTION 
Dh·ecting the President to ful'llish to tho House 

of Ucprcsentativcs the information on which 
he bnseu his decision to gmnt IL pardon to 
Richard M. Nixon antl certain other infor­
mation. 

= -·- = By Mr. CoNYllns 
..... ,. -s - -· --· - . ···z 

S£1'1'EllBER 17, l0i4 
Referred to the Committee on the Judiclllry 

..... 
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A Bitter Spirit That Won't Die 
By Vn>Jo:rr RoYS'Ttll An Indictment bclllr brourht, th•t he 

WASHINGTON - It hao been dl!flcult k ahould walt percllanco for & convlcUon. 
theH Jut 10 dayo to oh&ke otf & .. ,... ol T h in in g And then lor at leut "aomo" punlshmenl 
oadn ... about the countr)'. 'The Whole Truth' 

I For one ble,.ed month-from tho llh oC Th • Kany jwltlfy thlo by Mylar we ohal~ 
Aurust to tho 8th ol September-you could } fl g S never 1u>ow "tboo whole truth" unle"" the 
believe that the country had awakened ex·Presldcnt hlmaeU 1a broU&ht to trt&l, u 
from that Dilbtmue known aa Vt"aterpte. 0 U we did not know eQOUib. alter all thoH 
All across the land there W&l & fee.lin~ of v e r Senate bearings~ all those tape:5, all that 

I relict, and a vlsttor here at that time could Impeachment tnquJry. Yet the man who 
hope that we were colng to han a Ume of con~us:tcd th~ ~tM':athmwr-Jngu•rl, 

I be&Unr. • 'lfOuse JU{itria[V COiiiJi!i~sd ~£...~ 
The new President W 'broulht a error was c:ompounded by the buDgttnc _!>o~!ai.Qly_sl.ocs not thmk so. •·!.~ 

I breath ot fresh air Into tho White Houtt. that tc>l1owed ovf!t' whether he would ex· ~,b~tRbli:;hed," he ~-·~::iiw 
, With it had come a wave ot good tee1lng tend other p&rdonl to those involved in anything ~~~e would at most "jus t be cu· 

that I'W"ept ovrr the press galltritl and into Waterpte. mulatin~ 
the halb ot Congress. At lonr lut, or 10 tt One con!lequence Ia -that now this Preal·- O~erving the outcry y~ cannot ucape 
aeemed, we had a co,·emment not preoc· dent, lfke hla two p-redecessors, wm here· tbe teelinC' that accwnul-.tlon ia what 
cupled with the acandals ot the put and so alter have a eredlbiUty problem. He lost many or these people reaJiy want, not ju.rt 
re,ady to turn to the urgent problema ot the both his preu aecTetary and the conttd- ·the accu.n1ulatlon of facta but the aecumu· 
day. ence of the pre51. Moreovu, aa Denn.la laUon of punishment. ClearlY...l!\...U<'h ot _!h.e 

Yet now. once araln, the country and Farney reported. in The Wall Street Jour· &nt!er vented on Pre:~~ is tn rea.l· 
tbJ.s city are e&U£:ht up tn acrimony. The na.l, he nt.Md in many people's mlnda fund.· 1 z a cry tor nn.,.cance on Richard N1xon, 
country 1a angry, the press &.t bitter and amental questimw about bb Jud~Jnent. Those who aay there should be no par· 
the recrlmin&Uon.s fly thf'ou.&b. the h.a.lt. of He shov.·ed him.tr rut5Y but exCfttd. 4ob, ever, tor wr. Nixon are more 
OXlgnu. Everywhue you tum the Jhc.t tngly Inept, and in the milieu ot Wa.shlnc· .traiPUorward, and their arrumtnt hu 
of Rlcbard Nixon walkt the town. ton, lneptneu in a PnsJdent ls almoat a tbo merit of rtgbteou.mesa. Yet lew of 
~lally at U1e Vlhtte House. It wu cardinal aln. Rcreanu nelthe:r pollttclaM them would go .o tar u to remove charity 

Pnstlknt Ford's preu contenmce Monday nor joumal.Lstl wtll draw ba.ck from trlU· trom the trilo&"y ot virtoes or argue there 
nlcht, bat u que~Uon after quntton ft· ciUnl' hJm on anythinc-. abould nner ~ pardons tor anyone. So the 
turned to Waterrate, tho tapea or the pu- Every President. and Mr. Ford I• no ex- ancer ot their righteoume.ll aeems to ,.y 
don, tt wu clear that the wraith of Mr. ceptlon. comes to otftce .,1th a • tor• of po-o that tor thb man alone punlabment .ahould 
Nbton aUll haunts the East Room. Utu:Al capital he ean draw on v.1lh Con· have no end. 

5o the sadnes-s l5 f11r a new President &re~a and the public. But he mu~t 1pend it The simple truth 1~ that Rtch&rd NL'S..QQ. 
who tn one tu-advi.!led moment emptied. bl.t apartngly aad only upon the mo!t tmpor- hal! been mnl:.hed for hi..t...lri\~es!>IO.,!l!. 
nservolr or pld-wlll. It is al.!lo, though. tant objtcUves. Mr. Ford has spent hls

1 

~!l=l::u~nt nu man can fe r l who 
tor the r•veJaUon of bow 8hallow 1t was, ne-edlea.tly and thougbtlesaly. For that, h• Jl,i4.._'12W.rron Presu1ent oe thr t ' n..!,!cd 
boJw.........ty.mA:ay. .wue. to."" Jt..~llslpated .-M -t.M-C!IIUN:~ aa.ualan\lf P:tY a. price. statu. u~ d:rl not nu~r,I.:LJQ,..s: •11 ,2fttt;. 
and bow earer they were to leap upon hb But whlle that ti ud. the violence ot the )jit life hgs bcsn d•st;;;;:;d: hiLi)J:B:CUn 
woWldl. • reaction trom both preas and pub~e b no hiJJtory sulll~..ll,ls co yeou gt pyb~ 

And not the least ot the aa.dnta I$ what vice sm:u.hc..J. He wear;~ i'~rtaliv the 
theM 10 day• have re\•ealed of the bJtter a ~· of the outcast · th~ shame mus~ 
and v•nceM oplrlt ob!'Md amonr the I""> Clearly much of the baW\t ~ ~··· That he br<>uJ;ht lt on 
plt. lnclodlnc some Y.1thtn the pr~n. tbat ~muU m~tkes it nq lc!!s a punlilf'~~-r.--
"W forget nolhlnc ancl lol'(l¥0 nothlnr. anger vented on President Yet lor '""!!.J!J:!>Dlo thl• lA not enou;;)t. 
That. too, hu not been a preltJ &l&ht. Ford is in reality a cry 'nlsv: v.-ouJd iia.\"C the last pound of ne;ta. 

Bertn with President Ford. Hb blunder fistenlng to them you can almost hear 
was DOt almply that he pardoned Rlcb&rd for vengeance on Richard u.- who once would bury wltcboo only 
Nixon. It Is hardly 1o be expected tbat;.lf It ' with a otake throurh tho l>e&rt, 
came to that, he would •ee the former Nixon. Tbls, •adJr, ts wha.t Waterrate hu 

=~:e~~~ :~~=d:o;: =4
11:t_! JmluPt ua to. This U the true injury th3t 

hJm to. Jesa ao. To read eome or the preu cora· Richard Nl'COn and thole about him d.Jd to 
It wao not enUrely, either, th&t the p&r· m•nto, to oktm lllroucb tho moll pWnr op tho c<IW!try. 

don waa ••premature.''" thouth that 1a a on Concreaamm'• duks, Is to detect not Their lc~at tranarnaaioM were cor· 
word trequenUy heard. hereabout.. No merely disapprobation ot the Prestdenl'l rected: their plots never IUceceded. But 
matter what tlme he ptcked, there would decision but a touch ot hJWteria. tbey bave lett us a country lntl&med with 
be those to find 1t wronr. From many In the prtsa, tn the pulpit J'Uilon.a. So inflamed. that .amellme. 

and among the public comes the accusa.· nei&1J:~r cannot talk to neithbor. ao lil-
A Surprise Revet·sal tt th t !.l F rd t ju t b tded flam~ that 101ne Impute wlckedneaa to 

The heart ot the President's blunder 1n ~Ia ~mm';: n:r m~a:k: in ~~ud~tnt those· who exposed the deedl. So JDOAmed 
wu that he did \\·hat he reemed. to have but that ho w:as lmmoraJ. It ts bls ehan.c• that .10me thinlc: a Pretldent ot the Unl~e~t 
n.ld he would not do. Only two weeks ear- ter arut not hl.t v.i!dom that b aualled. States who tpeaka ot mercy 1s immoral. n 

!:U:t~[0~ ~:::~u:o ,:;. ::rc-!: That P~.!lldent Ford tnlr:ht have had 1s a terrible ltracy. 
brou ht agaln.st )tr Nixon tor wbfch some ~o:OnJR_~c:.slon is iinetr"Cd l't. Thst.£ he Senator Ervin, who cha.lred those Wat-

=~d b! pardonrd. And unW the eve of mi;;!!!.!!:!.!'Y l1;ve &?Jfned 'L"!:!U~tt~ erpte t.nvu.U.:a.Uons, onct remuked thAt 
hi.! decl3ion he mbled 1-J.s own presa aecre· T\C_co~~ ''·~-~ts,Jthft in he could recall no co~.par&blt d.h1.1lon ot 
tary lnto misleading the preaa and the pub- ~~J.Ua.s bf'll_C!!:_n~>L 0 t~ bltte.mess alnce the 0\i U War and Ulal he 
Uc that thb was hls tntentton. -U!L ord,.:J.l, b d!~ml"~ '"'J1 P''' p" bapt_!!! wa.s :not .•u.re but what tbts Jnl,ht prove 

Then he reversed hlmlelt abruptly, .!!!!_'i.!...£..'!-m~:~~rs..l~...! • ·one. ~e ant clo11 to ctvlDJ ahape to the 
with DO preparation or public cplnJon. and _rev~t~~~~d~ Senator:. feara. 
so cuua.Jly ot a sunday momlnr that tha t.ru..,. ha.u culinto the body l'O'~''ko Altocetber, a aad tlme indeed to vtslt 
people heard the deed bfofore they beard And thero b another undercurrent run- the capital of a 1reat nauon. The lwo 
any explaD,Il.tlon tor tt. Shock waa then tn- l:llnJ: through the outcrlea. Most of these l "fal'l of Watergate were bad enOUZ"h but at 
evttable, and no matter how weU reuoned people turlowt with Pre.stdent Jo~ord aay lea.st we thought we uw an end to tt. For a 
the he!ddent'a decision the u.planttiOD they do not went l«r. r-nxon to go to jatl, month lbere ,.,. . .., the hope that we had put 
could never catch up. but lhat any &ct ol mercy or con1puston lt behind U.'l. Now the pedestal Ms alipped 

The damage. then, was to the Prut. ahould have watt~d another time. Yet had from under anothrr Prealdent anc1atl thole 
dent'• credlblltty and. not much Ius tm- the Preatdent waited unUI charges were bitter pas:!ltotU com• to Jlte a~aln. And lhl• 
portant In the real world, to hh1 poiiUcal !Jrouc-ht, you wonder .l! they would not time you cannot bclp ukJ.D&' yourteU when 
11rtll. Jt waa unbcUevably clwn•Y· and lh1a !Mve aald M abou.ld watt for an lndlttment. It will ever end • . 

. ' 
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President Indicates lie Believes Jaworski 
Shouldn't Charge Nixon, Hints at Pardon 

rerdntJP'£ 'IIC!"Cr · :~rpt It be '' p rose· 
~-Dicn tossed the ball back to Leon Ja· 
worskt. 

At 1eut on the ta.ee ot tt. that lett the 
1pecta.t prosecutor between a rock and a 
hard place. 

On one hand. Pretldent Ford tald the 
proaecutor '~hu an obllgatton to take what· 
ever action he see• nt" ln prosec:utlnC" the j 
Watergate sca.ndab. But on the other, Mr. · 
.Jaworakl b~ been told by Senate COP mt· 
nortty leader Hugh Scott. Vice President· 
dutcnate Nelson Rockefeller and the Prut­
dent himscll that Mr. Nixon ball auftered. 
enour;h. 

But tt Mr. Ford's lint presidentiAl n~ 
conference seemed to leave Mr. Jawonld In 
a ttcht apot-uc:t everyone dldn.'t agree that 
tt· dld.-lt )eft an expansive amount at optr · 
aunc- room for P~sldent Ford himself. And· 
operattnc r"OOm. It aeems. was a major tt 
Wlspoken theme or the ~esston-one that 
found a rt:la.""ted and con.tident President 
11tayinc loose and knplnc hU options open 
tn & variety of arus. 
R.eUibra thft Work 

The crowded conterenee 1il the tast 
Room of the White House produced few con­
crete tndtcatlons ot Just how the Ford 1.d· 
mtmJtraUon lnttncb t<r"ft:ht tnti&Uun. apur 
tnern production or deal with ct.ber pr~ss· 
tng national probte~M. What it did produce. 
at least tor Ua naUonwtc!c t~levtston audl· 
ence, wu a con\incinl" drmonttratton of a 

;.=.'!::~ t:;~ ~~':!;:te~~c~7~~ and Jaj 
And while )fr. Ford ~tenerally held lila 

ea.rds cia. to hb vest. ;;c o'zn DH!DQ£td to 
llp£sc;t thgt he l t prr;:nc1 tq m ovn di!r.l· 
rwsly tg tbc ( •·•ncr 0"1 omc gr tl:;e t hg•tll'* 
r rnbl£mj1 hf' i• l•l·f.lrj WhCQ il'r !S1~~ 

.:wu. Ac..- ,Jl T'li s ' H 0 ictsnn·rt in the 
~rw ' 'CGti:SO:. .Iki.T il!!l gr a pgo:sjble po.r· 
c:l l"ln tnr ~l r :;) ·,, .. , him 'S'' 

"In this s1tuntion, 1 am the final author .. 
tty, •• he antd. addin; '" sbort while later tbat 
"' I am not rullr.J" It fpe.rdonl cut. It 11 an op­
tion and a proper option tor any President." 

th,. ~r ·:i " rt ' ' t lfl o bt a!'l to 
~ ~u. 

rr ,. W11cn his init1.1.1 que:gtioncr 
uked ~tr. Ford tt he a~ed with the Ar.terl· 
can Bar Assoclatton that '.'the law.s apPly 
~qually to llll 0\f'n," Ot" with )fr. Rockefe-lle-r 
that Mr. NL"<on "6hould ha.,.·e Immunity fr(l.m 
proncution," Mr. Ford. came down stf'OllC'IY 
on the •ide of the Roc:kefc11er pMltlon. 

Aa ltr. Rockctenrr put tt lut werll, Mr. 
Nl'(on aln:ady hoa been "bu:nc.. and 
ahouldn't, 1n a.ddUton, "be dra"-n and quar­
tered.'• 

~• President Ford put it ,-eaterday, .,lhe 
expreSJton made by Gov. Rockefeller, 1 
think, eoincldu '61th the general view and 
the polrlt of vJew ot the American peopl•. I 
•ubscrtbc to thn.t point of vtn• .•• /• 

Spolteemen tor ),fr. J aworski were un­
&vaUablt: tor comme-nt llfter Mr. Ford's r~­
nulrka. g,., t!l" ir ( t • r. t'"·g•;c rem ;cOs wnnld 

enm tn b jH1b!JI 'h" b-Jh ijp :qw;n;ttir•n ta ~ 
'""or:k\ VI F' , 1".:1 w. a :uJ tl;t y will Sllrc y , 

"!PSily the rubiiC .crutlny of the proseC'U• 
actio.na In the lby• and weeka ahead. 

/ 



Thursday 9/19/74 

7:10 Mr. Timmons' office called to let us know there is 
another Hungate letter (see attached xeroxed copy). 

She doesn't know at this time whether Mr. Timmons 
got the other letter in to the President for his signature 
or not. 

They also heard the word from the Press Office that 
there is a third Hungate letter -- but no one has seen it. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 20, 1974 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your September seventeenth letter requesting 
information to assist the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice 
of the Committee on the Judiciary in its consideration of 
H. Res. 1367. 

The pardon power conferred upon the Executive by Article II, 
Section 2, of the Constitution needs no elaboration here. Nor 
do the legal decisions relating to pardons. The reasons for my 
exercise of that constitutional responsibility have already been 
explained. The controlling considerations which led to my 
decision were the subjects of the pardon proclamation and my 
televised message to the American people on September 8 and 
were the main subjects of my September 16 news conference; 
additional background information was provided at White House 
briefings on September 8 and 10. Copies of these materials are 
enclosed. 

Regardless of any background information or advice I may have 
received. I am responsible for the pardon decision. I am 
satisfied that it was the right course to follow in accord with my 
own conscience and conviction.· I hope the Subcommittee will 
agree that we should now all try. without undue recrimination 
about the past. to heal the wounds that divide Americans. We 
have much to get done for the country's goals, and I know we 
can do it together. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

The Honorable William L. Hungate 
Chairman. Subcommittee on Criminal Justice 
Committee on the Judiciary 
House of Representatives 
Washington. D. C. 20515 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO]'I 

September 20, 1974 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your September seventeenth letter requesting 
information to assist the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice 
of the Committee on the Judiciary in its consideration of 
H. Res. 1367. 

The pardon power conferred upon the Executive by Article II, 
Section 2, of the Constitution needs no elaboration here. Nor 
do the legal decisions relating to pardons. The reasons for my 
exercise of that constitutional responsibility have already been 
explained. The controlling considerations which led to my 
decision were the subjects of the pardon proclamation and my 
televised message to the American peop~e on Septemb~ p.nd 
were the main subjects of my September 16 news·~Coiiferen~e; 
additional background information was provided at WhitJ House 
briefings on September 8 and 10. Copies of these materials are 
enclosed. 

Regardless of any background information or advice I may have 
received, I am responsible for the pardon decision. I am 
satisfied that it was the right course to follow in accord with my 
own conscience and conviction. I hope the Subcommittee will 
agree that we should now all try, without undue recrimination 
about the past, to heal the wounds that divide Americans. We 
have much to get done for the country's goals, and I know we 
can do it together. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R.· Ford 

The Honorable William L. Hungate 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Criminal Justice 
Committee on the Judiciary 

House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPI'EMBER 16,1974 

Ms. ABzuo (for herself, Mr. BAJ)JLLO,-•Mr. JoHN L. BeRTON, Mr. DELWM:s, Mr. 
EILBERG, Mr. HECHLER of West Virginia, Mr .. HELSTOSKI, Ms. HoLTZMAN, 
Mr. KocH, Mr. RosENTHAL, Mr. STARK, Mr. StoKES, Mr. SYMINGTON,. and 
Mr. CHARLES H. WILSON of California) submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

'RESOLUTION 
1 Resolved, That the President of the United States is 

2 hereby requested to furnish the Reuse,. .within ten days, with 

3 the :fu11owing :information: 

4 1. Did you or your representatives have specific know1-

5- edge of any fonnal criminal charges pending against Richard 

6 }L Nixon pri<>r to issuance of the pardon~ If so; what were 

7 these cllutrges 1 

8 

9: 

10 

11. 

2. Did Alexander Haig refer to or discuss a pardon for 

Richard M. Nixon with Richard· M. Ni:~on or representa- · 

tives of Mr~ Nixon at any time during the week of .August 4, 

19.'Z4, or at any subsequent time 1 If so,. what promises were 

v 

:~~. l •.• j 

O<:f 
I:_, . 
\·, 

......... _""""·---~-"""". ,.·"' 
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i made or conditions set for a pardDn, if any~ If so, were tapes 

2 or transcriptions of any kind made of these conversatiDns or 

3 Were any notes taken~ If so, pleusc provide such tapes, 

4 transcriptions or notes. 

5 3. When was a pardon for Richard l\I. Nixon first re-

6 £erred to or discussed with Richard M. Nixon, Dr representa-

7 tives Dr Mr. Ni..~on, by you or your representatives or aides, 

8 including the period when you were a l\Iember of Congress 

9 or Vice President~ 

10 4. Who participated in these and subsequent discussions 

11 Dr -negotiations with Richard M. Nixon or his representa-

12 tives regarding a pardon, and at what specific times and 

13 locations~ 

14 5. Did you consult with Attorney General William 

15 Saxbe ·or Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski before making 

16 the decision to pardon Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what 

17 - facts and legal authorities did they give w you~ 

18 · 6. Did you consult with the Vice Presidential nominee, 

19- Nelson Rockefeller, before making the decision to pardon 

20 Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what facts and legal authorities 

21 did he give to you~ · . -

22 - 7. Did you consult with any Dther attorneys ·or profes-:-

23 ·sors of law before making the decision to pardon Richardl\L·: 

24 Nixon, . and, if so, what facts or legal authorities did they 

25 give to you~ 



i 

3 

1 8. Did you or your representatives ask Richard· 1\L 

2 Nixon to make a confession or statement of criminal guilt, 

3 and, if so, what language was suggested or requested by 

4 · you, your representatives, Mr. Nixon, or his representatiYes? 

5 'Vas any statement of any kind requested from Mr. Nixon 

6 in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, please provide the 

7 suggested or requested language. 

8 .9. "T as _the statement issued by Richard M. Nixon im-
-

9 t-mediately . s-qb~equent to aruiouncement of the pardon made 

10 :known to yo~_~or yuur representatives prior to its announce-

11 ;~nt, and ~as it approved by you or your representatives~ 
( ... 
··- ~ 12 _ : 10;. Did you rec~ive any report from a psychiatrist or 

.t . . . 

/ 13 other physician ~ta~ing~that Richard M. Nixon was in other 
- • -- 1•-

. -· ...... 

14 ;_than good hea1th fif S9, please provide such reports. 
-~: . . \_· \ ~ 

--
l. . --"-t~ 



- ·-----····--·-- _________ ...:.._ _____ _ 

An· in4uicyr relating t& Preaidentfal pardon of 
Richard Nixon. 

By M$. A.Bztro, Mr. B.A:DILLO; Mr. JoHN L. BuR­
- ro'", Mr: DELi.trxs, Mr. Eb.BEBii, Mr. HECH­

LER of West Virginia, Mr. JhLsrosKI, ~s. 
Hovrzli.&.N, M:t. KooH, ~t. RoSENTHAL, Mr. 
S.PARK, :Mr. &BoxE8~ Mxi. SnriNGTON, and 
~ CHARLES H. W:tLsoN' ~f Ca.!lfornia 

S'EPTEMJII:B 16,.!4)74 

l&ferreci to the ComPtttt~· qn the: Judiciary 

,, 

l f 
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NIN!:l'Y-THIRO CONGRI:.SS 

PETT.ft w. ltOOCHO. Jrt- (10.1.) CW\1 ........ 

HAif'M..D P. t'IONOHU~ .MASS .. 
.IACIC .-.onr.'l. T :. x. 
.. oer..-.T W. ICA'!lt'l:!"Hr!'f'IDII. WIS. 

~ Lr.rW•"u-..r.A..aF. 
1JW'Lt..l•""" 1- H~41'£. MO. 
~H CCIN"il:t?S • .tft .. J4tC.U. 
~Stf\I'A c.Lecrto, r~r.. 
,A:MOMC H . W•l.:)&f' .. CJU ... !I'. 
W.'ALTLft P'LO'f\'FIIIt!:. A'-A., 

.IAMC'I R. M"""N• S .C. 
PAU'- L S'HDANCS. MD. 
~N r. •c:l~l~L.IHW. CtfiO 
C..~OfltGC ~ .. DAHU1S(.oN. CAL&r. 
ltOIIt:RT '· I'Jitii'U."I• ~A!:So 
CIIAR\.r.~ 8 . "A:«fG~L. N.Y. 

• aAN84NA J0"0AN. 1£Jl.. 
IV~T THQIIt"'iTON. Alii"'• 
Ct.J'ZABLTH ttOL.TZNAH• N.Y. 
WAYH~ o· .... cNs. urAit 
&DWAIID MD.~INSt;.Y' .IOWA 

&;JWA,_O tiLITCHIHSOH. ,.ICH. 

ltOCr:f~T MC C.Ln" Y • ILL. 
HrN~tY p. t''-411-,. lflo N . t' • 

Ctof~.rtL!.S w. $AN;,hiiAN. J~ .. N .J. 

TO"' ~All ~·AC"'• ILL. 
CHA"Ll'~ L wu;c..t,..s. CAUP. 
DAVIO W. OI: ... NtS. INa. 

HAMIL1UN riSH. JR .. N.Y. 

WJL.IY MAYUito IOWA 
LAWn£NCl: ~. tf()GAH• MD • 

M. CALI.JWILL aUTL.ER. YA. 
WILLIA~ S. C.ot.CN. MAINE 
TI'£HT LQTT • "'CIS$. 
ttAnOLD V. f'fltOCH\..fc:te. WIS. 
CARLOS ~. M':)()f<~t4EAD. CALIJ'. 

.10£1.PH J~ MA..RAZITI. N.J • 

ID£UiutT I- LATTA. OHIO 

@olt_grrss .of ilp! ~tu.ifca ~fairs 
Oinnunifkc Dlt file Wtt~iciaru .. . '::) 

~1om~e of ~~cprtseufotfibts 
~nsl}ittgfmt, ~l.(l!. 20515 

Septe~ber 17, 1974 

President Gerald R. Ford 
The White House 

· 1-•1Shington, D. C. 

Dear l1r. President : 

GC:HO.A\. COUIIS~L1 
A"OMI: M .. 1:S:.IP'MA.N 

"'S1;("JCIATZ GC""'J.:~U.t. CDUNSns 
GAr.NC.:!\ 4. CUh£ 

COUHSI:Lt 
HI:RO~RT P'\.ICY.S 
WILLIAM r. &HATTUCK 
H. CHI'U:TOrtlt.:R HOLDC 
ALAN A. r AJUU. flt 
.IAN~S Pe F4LCtJ 
NAURitll A. 8'R80ZA 
A"T'Hl!'lt P'. ~NOft£.S • .lit. 
f'AANKUtt G. P'O&..t< 
'tHOMAS C. 1'-00HCY 
..ICKAt:L \'\· .. aL.O~M~ 
Al.D<AP<P£n a . coooc 
ICONSTA~IHt: J. GC:KA.S 
ALAH F. CC£rn, J ... 

On September 16, 1974, Representative Abzug of Nel-.• York 
introduced a resolution of inquiry, H. Res. 1367, which has 
been referred to the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Under the Rules of the House, 
the Committee en the Judiciary is called upon to consider this 
resolution within seven legislative days of :1.ts introdur.t:i.nn. 

To assi~t us ~n the expeditious consideration of this 
measure, I respectfully request that you provide the Subco~~it­
tee with the following information as requested by this privi-
leged resolution: · · 

1. Did you or your representatives have specific 
knowledge of any formal criminal charges pending 
against Richard M. Nixon prior to issuance of 
the pardon? If so, what were these charges? 

2. Did Alexander liaig refer to or discuss a pardon 
for P.i.chard H. Nixon uith Richard l·~. Nixon or 
representatives of 1-!r. Hixon at any time during 
the week of August 4, .19.74 or at any subsequent 
time? If so, what prooises were made or con-
ditions set for a pardon, · if any? If so, were 
tapes or transcripticns of any kind made of these 
eonversations or w·erC! ·any notes t~kcn? If so, 
please provide such tapes, transcriptions or notes • 

.... 
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President Gerald R. Ford 
Pa[;C 2 
Septcnber 17~ 1974 

3. Uhen \o7as a pardon for Richard H. Nixon first 
-referred to or discussed with Richard M. Nixun, 
or representatives of Hr. Ni>:on, by you or your 
representatives or ·aides, including the period 
\o7hen you \·Jere a member of Congress or Vice 
President? 

4. ~~o participated in these and subsequent dis­
cussions or ner,otiations with r..ichard M. taxon 
or his representatives regarding a pardon, and 

· at \-That specific times and locations? 

5. Did you consult with Attorney General \1illiam 
Saxbe or Special Procecutor Leon Jm~orski before 
making the decision to pardon Richard H. Nixon 
a;·1.d, if so, \-That f acts and legal authorities did 
they give to you? 

Respe tfully, t · 
·1 ; 

lULLIAH L. ~UliG E · 
Chairman 

Pb ;r/l<{j !O.!}IA~' w 
Subcommittee 01 Criminal Justice 

\1LH:rts 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 19, 1974 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your September seventeenth letter requesting 
information to assist the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice 
of the Committee on the Judiciary in its consideration of 
H. Res. 1367. 

The pardon power conferred upon the Executive by Article ll, 
Section 2, of the Constitution needs no elaboration here. Nor 
do the legal decisions relating to pardons. The reasons for my 
exercise of that constitutional responsibility have already been 
explained. Vti~ttaH'Y all the :mattel"s yg\l Paisea t&et are within 
:my kne~zledge were the subjectsof the pardon proclamation and 
my televised message to the American people on September 8 
and were the main subjectso~eptember 16 news conference; 
additional background information was provided at White House 
briefings on September 8 and 10. Copies of these materials are 
enclosed. 

C~.rh-lff, 
/116 &e~tc 

Regardless of any background information or advice I may have 
received, I am responsible for the pardon decision. I am 
satisfied that it was the right course to follow in accord with my 
own conscience and conviction. ft1\d I hope the Subcommittee 
will agree that we should now all try, without undue recrimination 
about the past, to heal the wounds that divide Americans. We 
have much to get done for the country's goals, and I know we can 
do it together. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 

The Honorable William L. Hungate 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Criminal Justice 
Committee on the Judiciary 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

llt J~ 
+. 



ON 
lhank you for yo\ r S pt<'lnber H+h letter 

I • •. )n 

to s sist the Subcommittee on Cri 1inal Ju sticc of , ' < • 
1 ' ' 

. . 
I 

· in its consideration of H. Res. 136 7 • 

'i by _. '· 1 , II, 

'i 1 ? , of the Co ti h ti n '' s , ) J Lot· 

1 1 eci ions relating to pardons. A d the reasons for my exercise 

of that constitutional responsibility have already been explained. The 

rnatter.s you raised (that are within rr y knowledge] were the subject of --
my televised message to the American people on September 8 and were 

the _nain u )ject of my September 16 news conference; additional back-

ground information was provided at White House briefings on September 8 

and 10. Copies of these materials are enclosed. [as to your only other 
;::::. 

question that is within-my knowledge, 1 can tell you tnat 1 did not consult 

with Atto rney-Gener.al-Saxbe ..... -t-]--

Regardless of any background information or advice I rnay have ( 
~ ; , ~JcJ t ).Y 

received, I am responsible for the pardon ~Richard P.lbwn. I believe .,L. I 

it was the right course to follow in accord with 1ny own conscience and 

conviction. And I hope the Subcom1nittee will agree that we should now 

all try, without undue recrimination about the past, to heal thzounds 

that divide Americans. 6fo /v,ve. (Jr<t<J.. t ii t-£;1~ 
G/ltr, f 1'?/J I d/l.l ~ ~p'FA) M cd'l .J 

Sincerely, 
~u 0 u) Honorable William L. Hungate 

Chairman, Subc01nrr1ittee on Criminal Justice 
House of Representativef'" Co1nmittee on the Judiciary 

Washington, D. C. 20515 
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Dear Mr. C a n1an: 
1 

Thank you for yot r September ~letter requesting informa ion 

to assist the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice of the Committee on the 

Judiciary in its consideration of H. Res. 1367. 

The pardon power conferred upon the Executive by Article II, 

Section 2, of the Constitution needs ~~aboration here. Nor do the 

legal decisions relating to pardons. 8Artftt ~e reasons for my exercise 
- Vi 

of that constitutional responsibility have already been explained. /fhe 

~ ci:'fr::·rs;.u rai:•*:: are within myknowledgetwere the subject of 

my televised message to the American people on September 8 and were 

~ ~ 
the main subject of my September 16 news conference; additional back-

ground information was provided at White House briefings on September 8 

and 10. Copies of these materials are enclosed. [a'" ~o your orily other 

""'i-ne'itien that is within tny knowledge, I can tell you that I did not consult 

•with Atlotney GeDeral Saxbe ] 

Regardless of any background information or advice I may have 

dects , ~ J c.l ) • 
received, I am responsible for the pardon e.i Rieha:r a ~Hnelh I belie o e -tlJ 

it was the right course to follow in accord with my own conscience and 

conviction. And I hope the Subcommittee will agree that we should now 

all try, without undue recrimination about the past, 

1r ,t , <:/. 
~ / t 

to heal the ;vounds 

~ v that divide Americans. U 
C& _,-'.f (J1uJ dr ~ ;.. 

I ~ I Sincerely, 

Honorable William L. Hungate 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Criminal Justice 
House of Representative-:- Committee on the Judiciary 

Washington, D. C. 20515 



FIRST DRAFT 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your September l 7th letter requesting information 

to assist the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice of the Committee on the 

Judiciary in its consideration of H. Res. 1367, introduced by 

Representative Abzug and others. 

The pardon power conferred upon the Executive by Article II, 

Section 2, of the Constitution is clear and needs no explanation. Decisions 

relating to pardons, from a legal point of view, also do not require 

elaboration. From a public policy perspective, however, I feel that 

Executives are obligated to explain their reasons for action under the 

pardon authority. Therefore, I announced my decision and motives in a 

televised message to the American people on September 8th and on 

September 16th answered questions about the pardon at a news conference 

in the White House. 

Regardless of any background information or advice I may have 

received, I take responsibility for the pardon of Richard Nixon. I believe 

it was the right course to follow in accord with my own conscience and 

conviction. The objective of healing the wounds that divide Americans 

will not be served by continued debate over the circumstances leading 

up to a decision which in the final analysis was mine alone. 



•• 
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I trust the Subcommittee will agree with me that our attention 

must be focused on the great many national issues facing our country 

rather than pursuing courses that lead to division, hostility and 

recrimination. 

Sincerely, 

Honorable William L. Hungate 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Criminal Justice 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 



Dear Mr. Chairman: 

It has been called to my attention that a subsequent letter 

1-dw.~ 
of yours dated September 18, 1974, refers not only to H. Res. 1367, 

1\ ' ~ 
&! 

but to an additional resolutio~ by • Representative Conyers, H. Res. 1370. 

Please be advised that the response of September 20, 1974, concerning 

H. Res. 1367 is also applicable to H. Res. 1370. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable William L. Hungate 
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PWB: JM 

cc: William Timmons 
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