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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 5, 1974
Eva:

Mr. Buchen asked me to get him a copy of
President Truman's letter on Executive
Privilege. The only available source

is the 1953 New York Times, thus it is
not the best copy.




Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted
materials. Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to
these materials.








































































THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION
WASHINGTON —_—

September 18, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: William E. Timmons

SUBJECT: Resolution of Inquiry

In tab A is a resolution of inquiry, H. Res. 1367,
introduced on September 16th by Rep. Bella Abzug
and thirtecn other Members. As you know this
procedure is highly privileged and may be called
up after seven legislative days under the House
rules.

In tab B is a letter to you from Subcommittee
Chairman William Hungate requesting answers
to many of the questions in H. Res. 1367.

In tab C is a suggested response to Mr. Hungate

which has been cleared by Messrs. Buchen, Areeda,
Marsh and Hartmann. Senator Scott and Rep. Rhodes
were also consulted and the letter meets their approval.

RECOMMENDA TION:

That you sign the letter in tab C.
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“22= Y RES. 1367

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SeprEMBER 16,1974

Ms. Anzua (for herself, Mr. Bapirio,-Mr. Joun L. Burron, Mr. DeLLums, Mr.
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Emeerg, Mr. HEcHLER of West Virginia, Mr. HevLstoski, Ms. HoLrzman,
Mr. Kocn, Mr. RoseNTHAL, Mr. STARK, Mr. STOKES, Mr. SymiNaTON, and
Mr. CuariLes H. WiLson of California) submitted the following resolution ;
which was referred to. the Committee on the Judiciary

RESOLUTION

Resolved, That the President of the Umited States is
hereby requested to furnish the House, within ten days, with
the following information:

1. Did you or your representatives have specific knowl-
edge of any formal criminal charges pending against Richard
M, Nixon prior to issuance of the pardon? If so, what were
these charges?

2. Did Alexander Haig ‘refer to or disecuss a pardon for
Richard M. Nixon with Richard M.. Nixon or representa— .
tives of Mr. leon at any time during the week of August i‘* .

1974, or at any subsequent time? If so, what promises were
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made or conditions set for a pardon, if any? If so, were tapes
or transcriptions of any kind made of these conversations or
were any notes taken? If so, please provide such tapes,
transcriptions or notes.

3. When was a pardon for Richard M. Nixon first re-
ferred to or discussed with Richard M. Nixon, or representa-
tives or Mr. Nixon, by you or your representatives or aides,
including the period when you were a Member of Congress
or Vice President?

4. Who participated in these and subsequent discussions
or -negotiations with Richard M. Nixon or his represeﬁta-
tives regarding a pardon, and at what specific times and
locations %

5. Did you consult with Attorney General William

Saxbe -or Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski before making

the decision to pardon Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what
facts and legal authorities did they give to you?

-6. Did you consult with the Vice Presidential nominee,

‘Nelson Rockefeller before making the decision to pardon

Rlchard M. Nixon and if so, what facts and legal authorities .
did he give to you? - "

7.-Did yo‘u consult with any other attorneys or p'rbf'es;

‘sors of law beforemaking the decisien,to pardon ._Ri'chard,M.?j

Nixon, and, if so, what facts or legal authorities did’they

give to you?
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8. Did you or your representatives ask Richard M.
Nixon to make a confession or statement of criminal guilt,
and, if so, what language was suggested or requested by
you, your representatives, Mr. Nixon, or his representatives?
Was any statement of any kind requested from Mr. Nixon
in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, please provide the
suggested or requested language.

9 Was the statement issued by Richard M. Nixon im-
,medmtely subsequent to announcement of the pardon made
known to you Or your representahves prior to its announce-
ment, and was it approved by you or your representatives?
10: D1d you receive any report from a psychiatrist or
Other physmlan statlng‘ that Richard M. Nixon was in other

;than good health? If 80, please provide such reports.

v . . - -
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RESOLUTION

An inquiry relating te Presidential pardon of
Richard Nixon.

By Ms. Aszog, Mr Baoriro, Mr. J oHN L. Bur-
TON, MT. DELI‘-UMS, Mr. Eiusere, Mr. HeCH-
LEr of West Virginia, Mr. HevLsTosk1, Ms.
Hovrrzaan, Me. Kocr, Mr. RosENTHAL, Mr.
Srirk, Mr. $roxes, Mr. SymiNeToN, and
Mr. Cuarces H. WiLson of California
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
September 20, 1974

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Thank you for your September seventeenth letter requesting
information to assist the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice
of the Committee on the Judiciary in its consideration of

H., Res, 1367,

The pardon power conferred upon the Executive by Article II,
Section 2, of the Constitution needs no elaboration here. Nor
do the legal decisions relating to pardons, The reasons for my
exercise of that constitutional responsibility have already been
explained., The controlling considerations which led to my
decision were the subjects of the pardon proclamation and my
televised message to the American people on September 8 and
were the main subjects of my September 16 news conference;
additional background information was provided at White House
briefings on September 8 and 10, Copies of these materials are
enclosed,

Regardless of any background information or advice I may have
received, I am responsible for the pardon decision, I am
satisfied that it was the right course to follow in accord with my
own conscience and conviction, I hope the Subcommittee will
agree that we should now all try, without undue recrimination
about the past, to heal the wounds that divide Americans, We
have much to get done for the country's goals, and I know we
can do it together,

Sincerely,

Gerald R, Ford

The Honorable William L, Hungate
Chairman, Subcommittee on Criminal Justice
Committee on the Judiciary

House of Representatives
Washington, D, C. 20515
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
September 20, 1974

Dear Mr, Chairman:

Thank you for your September seventeenth letter requesting
information to assist the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice
of the Committee on the Judiciary in its consideration of

H, Res, 1367,

The pardon power conferred upon the Executive by Article II,
Section 2, of the Constitution needs no elaboration here., Nor
do the legal decisions relating to pardons. The reasons for my
exercise of that constitutional responsibility have already been
explained, The controlling considerations which led to my
decision were the subjects of the pardon proclamation and my
televised message to the American people on Septembe and
were the main subjects of my September 16 news-4 onference;
additional background information was provided at Whité House
briefings on September 8 and 10, Copies of these materials are
enclosed, ‘

Regardless of any background information or advice I may have
received, I am responsible for the pardon decision, I am
satisfied that it was the right course to follow in accord with my
own conscience and conviction, I hope the Subcommittee will
agree that we should now all try, without undue recrimination
about the past, to heal the wounds that divide Americans, We
have much to get done for the country's goals, and I know we
can do it together,

Sincerely,

Gerald R, Ford o, . 55},

The Honorable William L, Hungate
Chairman, Subcommittee on Criminal Justice

Committee on the Judiciary . ‘\w/«‘\\

House of Representatives
Washington, D, C. 20515
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 16,1974

Ms. Apzua (for herself, Mr. Bapriro,-Mr. Joun L. Burron, Mr. DeLLuMs, Mr.
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EiLeere, Mr. HeEcHLER of West Virginia, Mr. HevLsTosk1, Ms. HoLTzMAN,
Mr. Koca, Mr. RoseNTHAL, Mr. STARK, Mr. SToEES, Mr. SymiNeTON, and
Mr. Caarces H. WiLson of California) submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

RESOLUTION

Resolved, That the President of the United States is
hereby requested to furnish the House, within ten days, with
the following information:

1. Did you or your representatives have specific knowl-
edge of any formal criminal charges pending against Richard
M. Nixon prior to issuance of the pardon? If so, what were
these charges? -

2. Did Alexander Haig refer to or discuss & pardon for

Richard M. Nixon with Richard M. Nixon or representa-

tives of Mr. Nixon at any time during the week of August 4,
1974, or at any subsequent time? Tf so, what prbmiscs wefé
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made or conditions set for a pardon, if any? If so, were tapes
or transcriptions of any kind made of these conversations or
were any notes taken? If so, please provide such tapes,
transeriptions or notes.

3. When was a pardon for Richard M. Nixon first re-
ferred to or discussed with Richard M. Nixon, or representa-
tives or Mr. Nixon, by you or your representatives or aides,
including the period when you were a Member of Congress
or Vice President?

4. Who participated in these and subsequent discussions
or -negotiations with Richard M. Nixon or his represehta-
tives regarding a pardon, and at what specific times and
locations

5. Did you consult with Attorney General William

Saxbe -or Special Prosecutor Leon Jaworski before making

the decision to pardon Richard M. Nixon and, if so, what
facts and legal authorities did they give to you?

6. Did you consult with the Vice Presidential nominee,
Nelson Rockefeller, before making the decision to pardon
Richard»M. Nixon ‘a,nd, if so, what facts and legal authorities
did bhe give to you? | e |

7. Did yéﬁ consult with any other attorneys ‘or'profes:

‘sors of law before making the decision to pardon Richard M.~

Nixon, .énd, if so, what facts or legal au_thoritiés did they"

give to you?
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8. Did you or your representatives ask Richard M.
Nixon to make a confession or statement of criminal guilt,

and, if so, what language was suggested or requested by

© you, your representatives, Mr. Nixon, or his representatives?

Was any statement of any kind requested from Mr. Nixon
in exchange for the pardon, and, if so, please provide the
suggested or requested language.

9 Was the statement issued by Richard M. Nixon im-

medlately subsequent to announcement of the pardon made

5known to you'_;or your representatives prior to its announce-

ment ~and was it approved by you or your representatives?

10. Dld you receive any report from a psychiatrist or

fother physwlan statmg‘ that Richard M. Nixon was in other

than.good h_ealth? If 80, please provide such reports.
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RESOLU’IION

An inquiry relating to- Presidential pardon of
Richard Nixon.

By Ms, Aszoe, Mr Bapivro, Mr. J oHN L. Bur-
ToN, Mr. DeLtums, Mr. EiLsess, Mr. HecH-
LER of West Virgimia, Mr. Herstoskr, Ms.
Hourzmm, M. KocH, Mr. RoSENTHAL, Mr.
S¥irk, Mr. $yoxes, Mr. SymineToN, and
M. Cuarces H. Wirson of California
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FIRST DRAFT

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your September 17th letter requesting information
to assist the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice of the Committee on the
Judiciary in its consideration of H. Res. 1367, introduced by
Representative Abzug and others.

The pardon power conferred upon the Executive by Article II,
Section 2, of the Constitution is clear and needs no exp}anation. Decisions
relating to pardons, from a legal point of view, also do not require
elaboration. From a public policy perspective, however, I feel that
Executives are obligated to explain their reasons for action under the
pardon authority. Therefore, I announced my decision and motives in a
televised message to the American people on September 8th and on
September 16th answered questions about the pardon at a news conference
in the White House.

Regardless of any background information or advice I may have
received, I take responsibility for the pardon of Richard Nixon. I believe
it was the right course to follow in accord with my own conscience and
conviction. The objective of healing the wounds that divide Americans
will not be served by continued debate over the circumstances leading

up to a decision which in the final analysis was mine alone.
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I trust the Subcommittee will agree with me that our attention
must be focused on the great many national issues facing our country

rather than pursuing courses that lead to division, hostility and

recrimination.

Sincerely,

Honorable William 1., Hungate
Chairman, Subcommittee on Criminal Justice
House of Representatives

Washington, D, C. 20515

















