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June 21, 1976

I spoke with John Milanowski this
afternoon and informed him that you
had received the "U.S. NAVY FLYERS"
materials and that you would be in
touch upon your return to the fice.

L 3 Foko
9
I informed Jim Connor's offjige thatc
you had had conversation wil hut
Mr. Milanowski. ! N -

































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 25, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: . WILLIAM HYLAND

FROM: PHIL BUCHE\\}ﬁ '

SUBJECT: U. S. Navy Flyers Downed
: : in 1950

I have reviewed the file sent to you by Commander
Zeller on May 14, 1976. Among the documents is

a memorandum for Chief of Naval Operations (OP-0092)
prepared in reference to (OP-009A) memorandum of

13 June 1973. This includes a summary of "retrievable
holdings of this command". The copy of this memo
which is in the file furnished to you is not complete
and the summarized documents are not furnished. There-
fore, I would like a copy of the memo without deletions
and complete copies of the documents referred to which
are only summarized in the memo.

With this information, I may be able to clear up some
discrepancies which are evident in the documents
furnished. One example is as follows: -

The memo describes the interview with Noble on

17 January 1955 in which he requests the U. S.
Government obtain from Franz Zwetko the name

of a German Yugoslav who prior to his repatriation
to Germany told Noble about the eight American
aviators.

From the memo it appears that Zwetko was
interviewed but it was not indicated that

he was asked to identify the German Yugoslav
mentioned by Noble.

Also, there are major discrepancies between the ,é;fokb
summary of interview with Noble on 17 January 19555
and his affidavit of 26 May 1973 which require i
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examining the full text of the interview report.

I would appreciate this information promptly as
we must get an answer to the President regarding
the latest efforts by John Milanowski to have
the President become involved in this matter.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 30, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL HYLAND
FROM: PHIL BUCHEN y $
SUBJECT: Naval Flyers Downed in

Soviet Waters in 1950

Attached is a flyer being distributed by
the Fatman along with a copy of a Navy memo
that was recently furnished by the Fatman
to John Milanowski.

I do not recall that this memo was in the
material previously furnished to you. There-
fore, I suggest that the Navy check through
on the results of the inquiry sought by that
memo. At the same time, I am returning to
you the full set of materials previously
submitted by the Navy as requested by

Denis Clift of your staff.

Attachments




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 7, 1976

Phil Buchen -

The original of this memorandum

has been forwarded to the President.
This is for your information.

Jim Connor
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MEMORANDUM

1 = T
. THE WHITE HOUSE INFORMATION

July 7, 1976

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT

SUBJECT: U.S. Navy Flyers Downed in 1950

\

1

Pursuant to your request of May 10, 1976, members of your staff have
been reviewing the facts of the crash of a U,S, Navy PB4Y-2 over the
Baltic Sea on April 8, 1950 and the possibility that any of the U.S. crew
might have survived and might now be in Soviet hands,

The very best information we have is that no members of the crew
survived. They were declared dead by the Department of Defense in 1951,
In response to our formal approaches down through the years, the Soviet
Government has steadfastly maintained that they picked up no survivors
and that they are holding no U. S, military personnel in the Soviet Union,

On April 7, 1976, John Milanowski provided you with materials he had
received from Mr, John N, Noble and a private detective named Theodore
Grevers -- '"The Fatman'' -- suggesting the possibility that at least some
of the PB4Y crew might be alive and imprisoned in the Soviet Union, Both
Mr, Noble and Mr. Grevers have been active on this issue in recent years.
Mr. Noble bases nis position with regard to the U, S, flyers on information
he acquired while he was imprisoned in the USSR from 1945-1955, Under
the Freedom of Information Act, Noble and Grevers acquired former Top
Secret documents on the PB4Y's mission and fate from the Department of
Defense -- documents which they suggest substantiate their claim that the
U,.S. crew might still be alive., We have reviewed many of the documents
in question, and there is no firm evidence that would seem to support the
position taken by Mr. Noble and Mr, Grevers,

I reported the results of our review to you in a memorandum of June 10.
Because there are unanswered questions in the written record however,
Phil Buchen asked for a delay in submitting the memo to you in order to
seek addi tional evidence from Defense and to confirm conclusively that no
avenue had been left unexplored. We have worked with Phil to assure an
exhaustive search of Defense records, in the hope of clarifying ambiguities
in the information reviewed thus far. At the same time, Phil has been in
touch with John Milanowski, who has expressed his satisfactio
attention being given by the White House to this matter. We ¥
our complete findings, together with a proposed letter for y
to John Milanowski,as soon as our review of the documents ilgn

\ﬁ' si gnature
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 24, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Backup material in the U.S. Navvy
Flvers case was returned to
Bill Hvland's office todav.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
July 12, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: PHILIP BUCHE l

SUBJECT: Evidence on U. S. Navy Flyers Downed in 1950

1. Circumstances of the disappearance of the flyers (from
findings made by Secretary of the Navy on April 11, 1951
after inquiry and report by Board of Investigation).

At 10:51 AM on 8 April 1950, ten officers and enlisted
men took off from U.S. Air Force Base, Wiesbaden, Germany,
in a U.S. Navy Aircraft PB4Y-2. Subsequent events, as
found by the Secretary were:

Subsequent to its departure communications were
received from the subject aircraft up to 1:55 PM

(Z) on 6 April. Since the aircraft had fuel aboard
sufficient to last until approximately 11:00 PM (2)
on 8 April, it was not officially declared missing
until that time. However, search and rescue aircraft
were alerted at 10:45 PM (Z) on that date. The first
search and rescue airplane took off from Wiesbaden at
2:40 AM on 9 April, followed quickly by others and

a total of 26 aircraft were engaged in the search

and rescue operations. On 16 April 1950, search and
rescue operations were suspended at sundown with
negative results. However, a British merchant ship
Mc.CHLAND on 14 April picked up a Mark VII life raft
at location 56-20N 20-06E which was positively
identified as belonging to the missing aircraft. On
23 April 1950, the Swedish ship HITTAGEN also picked
up a Mark VII life raft in a reported position of
56-10N 19-05E which was positively identified as
belonging to the missing aircraft.

N

. Fop
Immediately following the failure of the aircrafngzﬂh\zw\
return to Wiesbaden, the Soviet Government addregfed
a note to the United States Government stating that
a U.S. aircraft was encountered and fired upon by Y
Soviet fighter aircraft at approximately 2:30 PM (2)
on 8 April in the vicinity of overland at Laben, Latvia.

2T



However, it was the opinion of the Board of Investi-
gation that by reconstruction of the scheduled

flight plan of the aircraft, it was most improbable
that the aircraft would have been overland at the
time of the Soviet strike but it was possible that
due to radar failure and weather change, the plane
could have flown into Soviet held territory without
knowing it. Based on the positions of the life rafts
when recovered, by reconstruction of average daily
surface winds and currents in the Baltic during the
period of the elapsed time from the assumed time of
the loss of the aircraft to the time of the recovery
of each raft, and assuming certain sailing charac-
terization of the rafts, an average mean position of
Latitude 55° 19' N Longitude 18° 45 E was computed

as being the geographical point where the loss of the
aircraft occurred. This then would place the aircraft
over the waters of the Baltic Sea.

2. Arrest, Incarceration, and Release of John H. Noble, a
U. S. citizen, by the USSR.

(a) Arrested in Dresden, East Germany, on July 5, 1945.

(b) Held in East German prisons and concentration camps
until August 1950.

(c) Transferred to Vorkuta Arctic Slave Camp where he
arrived on September 14, 1950, and was assigned on
September 26, 1950, to Camp 3. In an affidavit of
May 26, 1973*, Noble said in respect to his stay
at Vorkuta as follows:

"Shortly after my arrival I spoke with a
Yugoslavian National in Camp Number Three
who told me several months before an
American Navy Reconnaissance plane had been
downed by the Soviets over the Baltic Sea

and that eight of the ten crew members had
survived.

"The eight survivors were being held in the

Vorkuta area but most important was all s Fo
survivors had been declared dead and they ﬁ? T
had been told by the Soviet officials the (X
United States Government had accepted this i
statement and therefore they may just as \ -
well forget about ever going back to Americas.___ >

ey

"~

;

*This affidavit, made long after the events in question, is
cited because on the basis of this affidavit, President Nixon
first and now you have been asked to intercede with the Soviets.
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"The Yugoslavian national told me they feared
they would never see their homeland again.

"During my stay I was never able to identify
the survivors by name, however, I heard
repeatedly from other Nationals being trans-
fered from one camp to another that American's
were being held where these transferre's [sic]
came from."

(d) On June 10, 1954, Noble first met William
Marchuk and William Verdine, who were also
U.S. citizens, and on June 30, 1954, all three
arrived at a repatriation camp in Potma. 1In
a sworn deposition given by Noble on January 18,
1955, he stated:

" . . . On the 30th of June, 1954, immediately
after I arrived in the Camp of Potma, I was
sitting on the bench in the park with either
Verdine or Marchuk -- I don't remember exactly --
I was told by a German Yugoslav that he had met
eight American flyers which claimed to have been
shot down over the Baltic Sea. . . .

"I don't remember the name of this German
Yugoslav, but . . . I know some people which
were together with him and have already been
repatriated. . . .

"One of them I think I have here: Franz Zvetko.. . .

"He was together with these Yugoslavs for more
than a year . . . so most likely he knows the
name of this person. . . .

"I did not take opportunity to speak with this
fellow later on, because I was warned by
several people in the Camp that this persormr
was working in connection with the Soviet
authorities.”

Later, in the same deposition, Noble stated that
he remembered only the one conversation with

the German Yugoslav, and said he gave no details
of the eight flyers. Noble also said Marchuk
was informed of the flyers by the same Yugoslav
either in company with Noble on June 30, 193547%; ;-

or on other occasions when Marchuk talkedfaféneﬂix
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with the same Yugoslav. Marchuk was most

likely to have known more than Noble about

the information which the Yugoslav had, but

not Verdine because he spoke no Russian and

very little German, according to this deposition.

On January 8, 1955, Noble was given his freedom
in Berlin and arrived back in this country on
January 17, 1955.

Noble was debriefed in Berlin before returning
to this country, according to a State Department
message of January 12, 1955, and told of having
"talked to prisoners who had seen 8 of these
flyers alive [those shot down in the Baltic in
1950] in an unspecified camp." On January 17,
1955, Noble was interviewed in New York City

by a Navy Intelligence officer, and identified
Franz Zwetko, then in Austria, as the man who
could identify the German Yugoslav who had told
Noble the story of the eight Americans. Later
in Washington on January 18, 1955, Noble gave

a sworn deposition at the State Department,
with exhaustive questions and answers, the
transcript of which covers 34 pages and part

of which is quoted in item (d) above. Lastly,
on March 23, 1955, the F.B.I. interviewed

Noble in Detroit, and the interview report
states in part:

"While in Camp Potma about January 2, 1955
[sic], awaiting release he talked to
FNU WUKOWITSCH, who stated he had seen
the eight Americans (believed to refer to
the eight lost in a plane accident), and
talked with them and they expressed to
him their fear that they would be "lost"
in the Soviet Union because they had been
officially pronounced dead by the Russian
Government."

Included in Noble's affidavit of May 26, 1973,
part of which is quoted in item (c¢) above, is

another statement, not reflected in any of the
other documentation, namely:

-

"After my arrival in Washington, D. C. on*
January 17, 1955, I was interviewed byZ;
Naval Intelligence primarily regardingl®,
the downed American Navy fliers referre
to earlier in this statement. I was tol&—_.—
by my interrogators that they did have

photographic evidence to the fact the



plane was afloat for some time after the
crash and a Soviet vessel did come alongside
to pick-up the survivors and/or the bodies.

"Due to the fact the plane was afloat gave

reason to believe there are survivors which

verified to me the existence of the American's [sic]
inside Vorkuta."

3. Lack of substantiation for the evidence given by
John Noble that eight of the flyers who crashed in 1950
survived and were imprisoned by the Sovietg.

(a) In his 1973 affidavit Noble identified the
source for his only information about. the
flyers as a Yugoslav who had also been
imprisoned by the Soviets, but he placed
the Yugoslav at Vorkuta and the time of
the disclosure in 1950. In all of his
statements given to U. S. authorities
upon his release in 1955, Noble placed
the Yugoslav in Potma at the only instance
of any conversation between the two and
gave the time as being in 1954. When I
talked recently to Noble he gave no
satisfactory explanation for this
discrepancy and said only that he now
thought he had heard the same information
both at Vorkuta in 1950 and at Potma in
1954. But this current recollection of
his having received the same report at
different times and in separate locations
is clearly contradicted by Noble's fresher
memories in 1955.

(b) No one else has ever confirmed to the U. S.
Government the information which Noble said
he had obtained from the particular Yugoslav
who told him of the eight flyers still alive
in the Soviet Union. The government made an
exhaustive inquiry in 1955 to see if it was
possible to confirm the story. The Yugoslav
described by Noble as the sole source for
his information about the flyers was identified
by Zwetko (to whom Noble had directed the
U. S. officials) as one Wukowitsch, then in
West Berlin. The latter was promptly
interviewed and stated he had no knowledge fga;a\‘
of any Navy internees in Russia, althoug?ﬂg' <
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he had in 1950 heard over a prison loudspeaker
from a radio broadcast that an American aircraft
had crossed the USSR border, that the U.S. had
charged the Soviets with shooting it down, and
that the Soviets had denied the charge. One
Franz Lesnik had been a fellow prisoner of
Wukowitsch who helped the U. S. officials locate
Wukowitsch in West Berlin, but he also had no
knowledge of American prisoners taken from a

U. S. aircraft. Many other possible sources

for confirming Noble's account were interviewed
in 1955 without obtaining any confirmation or
additional clues. Among them were the two
Americans who had been with Noble in Potma --
Marchuk and Verdine -- and various former
prisoners of other nationalities.

(c) As to the recollection of Noble in 1973 that he
was told of photographic evidence possessed by
Navy intelligence that the downed Navy aircraft
remained afloat and that a Soviet vessel came
alongside to pick up bo8ies and survivors, it
is nowhere supported by any records. I have
read the complete transcript of evidence taken
by the Board of Investigation for the Navy, and
no reference appears to any such photographs.
Moreover, the Navy's search and rescue flights
(which proved futile) were only begun during
darkness in the early morning of April 9, 1950,
some hours after the downed aircraft would have
run out of fuel and twelve hours after the time
when the Soviet government later said its air-
craft had fired on the U. S. aircraft.

Recommendation

In response to the information supplied you by John
along with your memo of conversation attached at

TAB A , I recommend you authorize me to disclose to

John the extent and results of my investigation into
the matter. I think he would then agree that, however
sincere John Noble may be about what he was told while
in Soviet prison camps, there is no evidence whatsoever
which substantiates the hearsay account given by Noble
and no basis for further investigation which could prove
fruitful, especially in respect of an event dating back
25 years.

Brent Scowcroft concurs in this recommendation.

APPROVE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS ,_g‘«é.. Fowmg .
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459-8846 + .

» MILANOWSKI & MILANOWSKI

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Suite 601 Peoples Building
60-66 Monroe Avenue, N.W.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502

John P. Milanowski

Thomas A.

Milanowski

James M. Milanowski

July 22, 1976

President Gerald R. Ford
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Jerry:

After our conversation last Friday, July 16, 1976, I have
been mulling over the things we discussed. I am tremendously
concerned about the election and how Watergate will affect
your success. I am convinced more than ever that any ties
you make to the Nixon Administration is very negative and will
hurt your success. As an example, this morning a personal
friend stopped me on the street and wanted to know how you
could appoint a former Nixon aide to the Post of Director of
Communication or whatever it was that he was appointed to.
Then this morning in the Detroit Free Press the Question
asked in Sound Off was, "After the Watergate scandal was
mentioned by Democratic vice-presidential candidate Walter
Mondale at last week's convention, President Ford dared the
Democrats to rekindle the issue. Will Watergate influence
your vote?" The precentage was definitely yes.

What I am trying to say is that you must divorce yourself in
every way possible from the former Nixon Administration.

I say this because I am so convinced that it is indeed an
issue in the minds of many people.

- I am still not satisfied with the answer we received in re-

ference to the Navy Flyers. I believe we should send a note
to Mr. Bresznov informing him that we have information that

- makes us believe that eight of the flyers we lost are still

alive and in Russian prisons. Who knows, we may receive an
answer as we did in the John Noble case where President

Eisenhower made his inquiry. I appreciate the problem of

Intelligence sensitivity. If they were on a spy mission, why

459-8










































