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the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.
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"Piracy' as a technical, legal term is limited to acts of
force against ships or their passengers which are carried
out for private gain. More broadly, however, piracy is
commonly understood to cover all illegal attacks on
merchant shipping, other than acts of war. We do not yvet
know the motives for the attack on the U.S. merchant ship
Mayaguez, but we have no reason to suspect private gain;
therefore, the President was using the term in its broad non-
technical sense.







MAY 13, 1975
7:00 a.m. EDT

Office of the White House Press Secretary

NOTICE TO THE PRESS

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

The merchant ship MAYAGUEZ, at last report was anchored close to.the
island of Koh Tar\;g, 30 miles off the coast of Cambodia. During

the night, Washington time, it was escorted by two Cambodian

naval vessels from the\‘_point where it was originally boarded (that

point was eight miles from the rock island of Poulo Wai) toward its present
location. The ship is being kept under observation by U.S., military

aircraft. The President was kept informed of developments during -
the night. '
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May 13, 1975

Office of the White llouse Press Secretary

NOTICE TO TIHE PRESS

The following information was made availableat 3p.m,today at the‘Pentagong

!

MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS: MAY 13, 1975

The following Notice to Mariners (#NR45) was issued by the Defense
Mapping Agency Hydrographic Center at 7:15 p.m. EDT, May 12:

"'Special Warning: Shipping is advised until further notice to remain more
than 35 nautical miles off the coast of Cambodia and more than 20 nautical
miles off the coast of Vietnam including off lying islands. Recent incidents
have been reported of firing on, stopping and detention of ships within
waters claimed by Cambodia, particularly in vicinity of Poulo Wai Island.
This warning in no way should be construed as United States recognition of
Cambodian or Vietnamese territorial sea claims or as derogation of the
right of innocent passage for United States flag vessels, or derogation of the
freedom of the high seas."
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The following actions are being comtemplated (Washington time)

1. At 7: 00 p.m. this evening there could be a helicopter assault by U.S.
Marines on the ship.

2. At 6 a.m. Wednesday morning, the destroyer HOLT will arrive on the
scene and be able to prevent movement of the vessel as well as augment
the Marines if the assault takes place. ’

3. At 7:00 p.m. Wednesday it is anticipated that if the crewmen have not
been returned or the ship has not been returned, the landing forces
of 1,000 Marines will assault the island to free the Americans.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
4, Thursday, 3:00 a.m. the U.S. CORAL SEA should arrive on the scene.
5. Friday, 4:00 a.m., the U.S. HANCOCK should arrive on the scene.

All of the above times are estimated Eastern Daylight Savings Time, Washington,
D.C.

It is admitted that Cambodia can and may sink the vessel at any time. The
number of Americans on the ship or on the island is uncertain.

The meeting adjourned to be recalled shortly this same day for the purpose of
deciding upon options to pursue. At the present time, the most immediate action
is a helicopter assault at 7:00 p.m. this evening which is considered to be a high
risk operation inasmuch as the containers on the deck are not believed to be
sufficiently strong to support a helicopter landing. ceeeeccncececcannccans
trfteececececccrcccscctccccesccncss The landing will be achieved by

rappelling forces from the helicopter.
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In this case, it could be argued that the reconnaissance
plane was introduced into a situation of imminent hostility
when it got close enough to the ship at 9:16 p.m., Monday,
to be the target for rifle power. Even if this event did
not start the running of the 48 hour period, it would
certainly have started about 6:15 a.m. on Tuesday when air-
craft equipped for combat was undoubtedly entering the

air space of the Cambodian Island and over the Cambodian
territorial waters.

Marty Hoffman concurs in having the report filed before

the close of business today based on what informatian is
available at the time of the drafting. He is preparing

a draft to submit to us about noon today. The report
should, of course, include the events of last night in

and around the Island of Koh Tang, but it also must include

"the estimated scope and duration of the hostilities or
involvement."

This requirement immediately raises the issue as to whether
the decision contemplated by the President to involve B-52's
from Guam in bombing of Cambodian mainland should be dis-
closed when the "estimated scope" is reported on. Marty
tells me that the flight line at the air-field in Guam .

has been closed to the public but is easily viewable from -
a nearby hotel. This situation will likely bring press
speculation sometime soon, if it has not already come out,
that use of B-52's is being contemplated, even if the
decision hasn't been finally made.

Marty also tells me that there has been a radio interbept

to the effect that a Swedish ship has been fired upon or
seized by the Cambodians. .
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 14, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

In further pursuit of our efforts to obtain the release of the
Ss MAYAGUEZV and its crew, the President has directed the follow-
ing military measures, starting this evening Washington time:

-- U.S. Marines to board the SS MAYAGUEZ.

- U.S. Marines to land on Koh Tang Island, in order to rescue
any crew members as may be on the Island.

-~ Aircraft from the carrier ""Coral Sea' to undertake associated
military operations in the area in order to protect and support the
operations to regain the vessel and members of the crew.




























FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 14, 1975

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE

TEXT OF A MESSAGE TO THE CAMBODIAN AUTHORITIES
FROM THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

We have heard radio broadcast that you are prepared to release
the S. S. Mayaguez. We welcome this development, if true.

As you know, we have seized the ship. As soon as you issue a
statement that you are prepared to release the crew members
you hold unconditionally and immediately, we will promptly
cease military operations.
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