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December 30, 1974

To: Larry Silberman
From: Phil Buchen

7

For your information, I am attaching

& letter from Donald Santarelli endorsing
Bill Cummings for consideration of
appointment as United States Attorney for
the Eastern District of Virginia,

Attachment

PWBuchen:ed







AMRAM, HAHN, SANDGROUND & SANTARELLI

PHILIP WERNER AMRAM
GILBERT HAHN, JR.
MARK B. SANDGROUND
DONALD E. SANTARELLUI
JACK C. SANDO

DAVID L. GOOD

WILLIAM E. LLOYD, JR.”*

“MEMBER VIRGINIA BAR ONLY

Mr. Phillip Buchen

COLORADO BUILDING
1341 G STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 783-3344
CABLE ADDRESS “HASUN"
INTL.TELEX 64273

December 19, 1974

Counsel to the President
West Wing - White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D. C.

Re:

Dear Mr. Buchen:

William B. Cummings

I would like to add my strong endorsement of
Bill Cummings of Fairfax County for consideration for
appointment as United States Attorney for the Eastern

District of Virginia.

I do so with my regard for his

talents. I have known Bill since he was a law student

at the University of Virginia a couple of years behind

me. I have kept in very close touch with him here in the
Northern Virginia area both through his activities at the Bar
and as a personal social friend. We also work very closely
on University of Virginia alumni matters in the Northern
Virginia area and with the University of Virginia Club

of Washington.

I also know Bill Cummings for his strong commitment
to Bar activities both on the local level and with the
American Bar Association. He has been active in the
Young Lawyers section of the ABA and I have worked with
him there on many issues that confront the Bar for:
resolution or recommendation.

I ungqualifiedly endorse him as a good lawyer,

a good citizen,
as a man of integrity.

a good father, a good alumnus and above all,

His performance as a civic leader

and coordinator of various projects is well recognized.
His commitment is to high standards, both publicly and

privately.

I believe he would make one of the finest

United States attorneys in our system.

DES:shc

Sincerely,

) N
Dggggi)gi Santarelli
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Mr. Philip Buchen
Counselor to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Buchen:

This letter is in further reference to the nomination of
William B. Poff to the United States District Court for the
Western District of Virginia. My purpose is to acquaint you
"with the fact that he is the overwhelming choice of lawyers
practicing in the Western District of Virginia.

Mr. Poff has received the endorsement of the following state
associations of lawyers: Virginia Trial Lawyers Association;
Virginia Association of Defense Attorneys; and 0ld Dominion

Bar Association. So far as 1 can determine, no other state~

wide bar association customarily endorses candidates for the
federal bench.

In addition, Mr. Poff has received the endorsement of the
following local bar association in the Western District of
Virginia:

Martinsville-Henry County Bar Association

Salem-Roanoke County Bar Association

Rockbridge-Buena Vista Bar Association (includes Lexington)

Augusta County Bar Association (includes Staunton)

01ld Nineteenth Bar Association (Alleghany, Bath Counties;
Clifton Forge, Covington)

Roanoke Bar Association

Pulaski County Bar Association

Franklin County Bar Association

Botetourt County Bar Association

Bedford County Bar Association (includes Bedford City)

Charlottesville-Albemarle Bar Association

Waynesboro Bar Association

Giles County Bar Association

Lynchburg Bar Association (includes Campbell County)

Patrick County Bar Association

Danville Bar Association IOy
Montgomery, Floyd, Radford Bar Association A <
v % >
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Mr. Philip Buchen
Page 2

Amherst-Nelson County Bar Association
Carroll County Bar Association
Winchester-Frederick County Bar Association
Halifax County Bar Association

For your information, the total number of lawyers enjoying
membership in these associations is approximately 1250; and
the populatlon of the cities and counties served by these
associations is approximately 965, 000.

By contrast, less than ten associations have, to my knowledge,
endorsed the other nominee under consideration. There are
less than 150 lawyers in these associations and the population
of the cities and counties served by them is approximately
250,000.

Attached hereto for your information is a map showing the
boundaries of the Western District of Virginia in which I
have marked in red the counties and cities served by the
associations which have endorsed Mr. Poff, and in blue the
counties and cities served by the associations which have
endorsed the other person under consideration.

Please also take notice of the location of Roanoke City in
which Mr. Poff resides and practices; and of Lee County, in
which the other nominee resides and practices.

With kindest regards, T am

Very truly yours,

Caldwell Butler

Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WAS=INCTON

June 10, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JUDGE HAROLD TYLER
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GEW g
FROM: PHILIP W. BUCHEN }'N‘) :
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: JUDGESHIP IN WESTERN
DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

Attached are copies of letters sent by
Congressman J. Kenneth Robinson to the President
and to me along with the materials mentioned in
the third paragraph of the Robinson letter to me.

Attachments



J. KENNETH ROBINSON _
7TH DisTRICT, VIRGINIA

COMMITTEE:

APPROPRIATIONS @Ungrtgs Df tbe mnitth %tates

Bouse of Representatives
Waghington, B.L. 20515

June 8, 1976

Philip W. Buchen, Esquire
Counsel to the President
The White House

Washington, D, C. 20500

Dear Mr. Buchen:

OFFICES IN THE 7TH DISTRICT:
112 N. CAMERON STREET (P.O. Box 714)
WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601
TELEPHONE: (703) 667-0990

212~-B PosT OFFICE BLpG. (P.O. Box 136)
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22902
TELEPHONE: (804) 295-2106

$ PosT OFFICE BLpG. (P.O. Box 336)
FREDERIC Vi 22401
TEILEPHONE: (703) 373-0536

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I have sent to the President
in regard to the judgeship vacancy in the Western District of Virginia.

As will be seen, I am commending to the consideration of the
President Thomas J. Wilson, Esquire, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, an
attorney in private practice who formerly served as an Assistant U. S.
Attorney for the Western District of Virginia and has served, as
required, since 1965 as Bankruptcy Judge, or referee, for that district.

In addition to the copies of local Bar Associations’ resolutions
which I sent to the President, I am enclosing, for your information,
copies of other expressions I have received in his behalf.

In particular, I should like to direct your attention to the
recurring comments as to the need of a Judge residing in the northern
area of this court's jurisdiction, in order to provide more convenient
access for attorneys who now often find it necessary to travel to

Roanoke to present matters to the court.

The Harrisonburg division of the court has not had a Judge on
regular duty since the late Judge John Paul retired in 1958, although
he continued to serve in the capacity of a senior Judge until his death
in 1963. The docket in that division, I am informed, now is the heaviest

it has been in many years.
With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely you

J. Kenneth Robinson

PLEASE REPLY TO WASHINGTON UNLESS INDICATED: 0O WINCHESTER O CHARLOTTESVILLE 0O FREDERICKSBURG
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J. KtNNETH ROBINSON OFFICES IN THE 7TH DISTRICT:

P 112 N. Cameron StrexT (P.O. Box 714)
moPRIATIC N rearaone (163 867-0%80.
o Congress of the Wnited States  .oorore oo ro oo
ﬁnu‘t of nmtt‘tﬂt&ﬁh& TELEPHONSE: (804) 295-2106
Bashington, B.E. 20515 S use o B:-(nt (.0, Box 330
TeELEPHONE: (703) 373-0536

June 8, 1976

The President
The White House
mm‘ D.V c. 30500

Dear Mr. President:

When you were called upon, several months ago, to
consider a nomination to fill a judgeship vacancy on the
U. 8. District Court for the Western District of Virginia,
I was among those who commended to your consideration
"l'o "-ul‘ .Q ’0!!.

Your nomination of Mr, Poff was approved widely by
the Bar.

In view of the impasse with respect to Senate confirma~-
tion o! Mr. Poff, and his recent request that his name be
withdrawn, I find that substantial support has developed
within the Bar of the Western District of Virginia for
Thomas J. Wilson, III of Harrisonburg, a former Assistant
U. 8. Attorney for the Western District of Virginia who,
in addition to maintaining an active private practice, has
sexrved as U, S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western Distriet,
as required, since 1965.

qutomdmthnu. in addition, a permanent
member of the Judicial Conference of the 4th Circuit Court of
w.o

It is a pleasure to join in sugges Judge Wilson for
consideration as a nominee for U, 8. District Judge for the
Western District of Virginia.

In this connection, T am enclosing a copy of a brief
biography of Judge Wilson together with a representative
sampling of expressions of local Bar Associations.



The President
Washington, D. C. .
June 8, 1976

Page 2

I might add that his elevation to the bench of this court
would provide representation for a part of the Western District
which has not been so represented for several years, causing
a problem for attorneys in the matter of convenient access to
a Federal Judge. (Judge Wilson is a resident of Harrisonburg,
one of the places designated for sitting by the District Court,
although the bulk of its business is transacted at Roanoke.)

I do believe that appmthu inquiry will reflect that
Jﬁn Wilson is Mchl; qualified, by experience and temperament,
to serve as a Judge a U. 8. District Court.
with kindest ponea"l regards, I am

Sincerely,

J. Kanneth Robinson



May 21, 1976

Thomas J. Wilson, III
805 Oak Hill Drive
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Born at Somerset, Orange County, Virginia, October 13, 1922,
the son of the late State Senator and Mrs. Thos. J. Wilson,
Jr., of Clifton Forge, Virginia. '

Graduated at age 19 from Virginia Military Institute in 1942.
Cadet Commissioned Officer with Academic Distinction 3rd and
4th years. R O T C Honor Graduate.

1942 - 1946. U. S. Army Field Artillery Officer with 20
months service in Europe - = 11 months combat duty as

artillery fopfward observer in' France, Belgium and Germany
with 5 battle stars. Army reserve after war. Rank - Capt.

' University of Virginia Law School graduate in February, 1948.
1947 - admitted to Virginia State Bar.

Practiced law at Woodstock, Virginia, and Harrisonburg,
Virginia, 1948 - 1953.

Vice Chairman, 7th District Republican Committee, 1952-53.

Assistant United States Attorney for the Western District of
Virginia, 1953-58.

1958 to date, practice of law at Harrisonburg, Virginia.

1959 - Vice President, Virginia State Bar Association, Valley
region.

1962~-63 - Chalrman, 7th District Committee of the Virginia
State Bar.

1963 - President, Harrisonburg Bar Association.

U. s. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western DlStrlCt of Vlrglnla
on a part-time basis, 1965 to date.

Permanent member, Judicial Conference of the 4th Circuit Court
of Appeals.

Married to the former Margaret Brock of Harrlsonburg. Four“‘

children, all of whom are in college. e axx



Thomas J. Wilson,. III
May 21, 1976
Page -2-

Former Vestryman and Senior Warden, Emmanual Eplscopal Church
at Harrisonburg.

Member, Virginia State Bar Association, Virginia State Bar,
Masonic Order, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

&‘a’ .



HATMAKER, DINSMORE & STABLES
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
206 VIRCINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILDINGC
HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801

DAVID J. HATMAKER TELEPHONE (703) 434-7306
ROBERT G. DINSMORE, JR. May 26, 1976
WILLIAM L. STABLES, JR.

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives

418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

My Dear Kenneth:

I am very sorry not to have had an opportunity
to say hello to you Saturday at the convention, especially
to thank you and Mr. Mathisen for your efforts on behalf
of Bob Dinsmore regarding his appointment as an FHA attorney.
That has notyet come through, but we expect it will.

In any event, congratulations on your renomination.
The Democrats' failure to oppose you is more eloquent than
anything I could say.

As you know, the judgeship for the Western District
of Virginia is still under consideration. Please let me
express the high regard that I and so many of us at the local
bar have for Tom Wilson. In the event that the President
should see fit to withdraw his present nomination, I can
think of no one better qualified for this bench than Tom.

We badly need a judge in this part of the Western
District. Presently, we see our federal judge only once
every several weeks, and often, lawyers from Winchester,
Front Royal, Woodstock, Luray and Charlottesville must travel
. to Roanoke to be heard. This is a great burden on them and
their clients.

The case load in the Harrisonburg and Charlottesville
Divisions compares favorably with that at Abingdon in the
southern end of the District. I am told that as of May 6, 1976,
the pending civil case load was: )

e,
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The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Page Two
May 26, 1976

Harrisonburg 94 cases
Charlottesville 67 cases
Total Northern

Divisions 161 cases
Abingdon ‘ 662 cases

The seeming disparity is caused by the fact that an
estimated 75% of Abingdon's civil cases are black lung cases.
I understand these are now heard by a recently appointed full
time magistrate who sits in Abingdon. Of the remaining civil
cases in that Division, it is my understanding that a large
proportion are social security disability appeals, which are
heard by the District Judge on review only.

Excluding black lung cases but including social
security cases, the relative case loads are estimated at:

Harrisonburg- 161 cases
Charlottesville pending
Abingdon 166 cases

pending

I would suggest the conclusion that the relative
case load between here and Abingdon is about equal. Considering
the additonal element of geography and distance, however, it
is my belief that a judge who resides in our area should be
appointed.

I believe that the endorsements of bar associations
in the northern part of the Western District could be obtained
for Tom in a relatively short time. His friends have not yet
done so because of the delicacy of this matter at the present.

I write this letter both as an attorney and as newly-
elected Harrisonburg City Republican Chairman. If you wish any
further information which I can provide, please call on me.

Sincerely yours,

6}/’ et 7

David J. Hatmaker

DJH/nab ‘,_;:, i ﬁﬁé '\
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May 24, 1976

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Robinson:

It is my understanding that Mr. Thomas J. Wilson, III,
of Harrisonburg, Virginia is being considered for nomination
as United States District Judge for the Western District of
Virginia and I certainly hope that you can assist in obtaining
his nomination for this post.

I have known Mr. Wilson since he entered practice and
can recommend him most highly both from the standpoint of
ability and character. He is a graduate of the Virginia
Military Institute and the University of Virginia School of
Law and has served as Assistant United States Attorney for
the Western District of Virginia, and is presently a
Bankruptcy Judge in this District. In addition to this, he
was engaged in private practice in Harrisonburg for a number
of years with marked success. Throughout his adult life he
has been a loyal and dedicated member of the Republican
Party.

In addition to my interest in Mr. Wilson, himself,
I feel that there is a crying need for a federal judge in
Harrisonburg to serve our area of the Valley. There has not
been one since Judge Paul retired and, in my opinion, this
has resulted in a substantial burden and expense to the
people and members of the bar in the entire northern portion
of the Valley.

Thanking you for any assistance that you can render
I am,

Sincerely yours,

P «' E -
7 P - <
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W. B Tlmberlake, Jr. i S
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ALLEN, DALTON AND WATKINS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
L. B. & B. BUILDING
POST OFFICE DRAWER 219

CARTER R. ALLEN WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 22980 AREA CODE 703
R. TOMS DALTON, JR. TELEPHONE 943-1145
G. WILLIAM WATKINS

May 24, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Member of Congress

House Office Building

Washington, D. C. 20513

Dear Congressman Robinson:

Along with many other residents of the Western District of
Virginia I am concerned about the vacancy in the United States
District Court occasioned by the retirement of Judge Dalton
and the failure of Senate confirmation of William B. Poff,

who appears to me to be eminently qualified.

Another concern has been that since the death of Judge Paul

no Judge of the Western District has msided north of Roanoke
in the Seventh Congressional District and the northern most

portion of the Sixth Congressional District.

Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, of Harrisonburg, is eminently

qualified. He has served for some time as a Bankruptcy Judge.
He has a judicial temperament; he has demonstrated ability and
legal scholarship, and has a wide range of experience.

I would hope that this letter might enlist your efforts in
support of Thomas J. Wilson, III as a nominee for Senate con-

firmation.
ull
&céu

C TER R. ALLEN

r* respectf
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LAW OFFICES

LOGAN & LOGAN
132-134 WEST COURT STREET

WOODSTOCK, VIRGINIA 23664

TELEPHONE 459-212|

May 25, 1976

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson

U. S. House of Representatives
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Kenneth:

It was nice talking with you in Stafford Tast Saturday.
We in the 7th., District are very fortunate in having a
Congressman of your ability and dedication to represent us.

I spoke with you on Saturday concerning the vacancy
existing on the Federal Bench in the Western District of
Virginia, suggesting to you the name of Thomas J. Wilson.

We, in this area, would Tlike to see a Judge named who would

be from our general area. It is my opinion that the Honorable
Thomas J. Wilson, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, is emminently
qualified to serve on the Federal Bench as a District Judge.

I have known Tom from the time he finished Law School.
As a matter of fact, he started his practice in Woodstock,
Virginia, with me, and I have kept in rather close touch with
him since that time.

I would be pleased, if at the appropriate time, you
would feel justified to suggest his name for appointment to
the vacancy which now exists.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

LOGAN & LOGAN

7 o e
wILLIAM LOGAN 3 )
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JOHN M. SWETNAM
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW

LURAY, VIRGINIA
ASSOCIATE 22835
W. DALE HOUFF TELEPHONE 743-4511

May 27, 1976.

AREA CODE 703

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressman Robinson:

I am writing to request your consideration of The
Honorable Thomas J. Wilson, Bankruptcy Judge, of Harrisonburg,
Virginia, for the nomination and appointment as Federal
District Judge for the Western District of Virginia.

I might state that in my opinion Judge Wilson is
eminently qualified from both his legal training and background,
and I do not hesitate in any way to strongly urge his
consideration and your support.

I would also like to point out that this section of
Virginia has not had a Federal Judge since the death of The
Honorable John Paul some years ago.

My associate, Mr. W. Dale Houff, is in accord with my
views on this matter.

Thanking you for your sincere consideration, I am

Yours very truly, :

JIMS /sy JOHN M. SWETNAM




LAaw OFFICES

LARRICK AND WHITE

WINCHESTER. VIRGINIA 22601

35 EAST B WEN STREET P.O.BOX 764
J. FREDERICK LARRICK 5 EAST BOSCAWEN STREE
JOSEPH W. WHITE TELEPHONE
. AREA CODE 703
D. P. RABUN esz 2397
DANIEL J. PERRY May 28 , 1976

(Dictated May 27, 1976)

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Congressman, Seventh District
House Office Building

Washington, D.C.

Dear Kenneth:

I am writing this letter on behalf of Thomas J.
Wilson, and I hope that you will consider him when the
time comes to appoint a district judge for the Western
District of Virginia. If my recollection serves me cor-
rectly, I do not believe the area from Winchester to
Harrisonburg has had a judge since the late Judge John
Paul.

I have known Tom Wilson since approximately 1942,
We went to V.M.I. together and were very good friends.
To my knowledge he was a good student. After some five
years during World War II, I entered the Law School
and he was also a student at the Law School, and of course,
our friendship continued.

I know Tom's wife and am familiar with his family
background. He comes from a very good family in Clifton
Forge, Virginia. He has served as Assistant United States
District Attorney for four years and during that period of
time carried a substantial part of the workload. I do not
know when he first became Referee in Bankruptcy but I have
been dealing with him for quite a number of years and
I have found him to be most courteous and efficient.

I hope that you will give him your consideration.

Sincerely,

J. Frederick Larrick
JFL/ah



I. RANDOLPH DOVEL
ATTORNEY AT LAW
102 N. HAWKSBILL STREET
LURAY, VIRGINIA 22885

TrrerpaONE 743-5026

May 26, 1976

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson, M. C.
House Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Kenneth:

Our mutual friends in Harrisonburg are hopeful
that the President will appoint Tom Wilson, Judge for
the lestern District of Virginia. It is obvious that
Poff and Williams can not be and we are hopeful if
the President will appoint Tom that Bill Scott will
go along with it.

As you have probably been told we need a Judge
in the Northern part of the Western District and Tom
Wilson would certainly be an excellent choice.

I sincerely hope that you can do everything
within your power to have the President appoint Tom at
the earliest possible date. If we don't do this soon
the appointment may be held up by the Senate until
after the election.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

X e

. I. Randolph Dovel

IRD/meb



LAwW OFFICES
LARGENT, ANDERSON, LARRICK AND GROVES

PLOURNOY L. LARGENT. JR. GRAICHEN BUILDING FRONT ROYAL OFFICE
COURT HOUNE SQUARE

JOHN F. ANDERNON 26 EAST BOSCAWEN STREET

4. RANDOLFPI LARRICK P. O. BOX 348

PHILIP E. GROVES P. O. BOX 444 FRONT ROYAL, VA. 22680
TELEPHONE, 703-035-8181

ERIC E. ADAMSON WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601 ’

DAVID N. CRUMP, JR.
TELEPHONE; 703-662-0321

May 26, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Kenneth:

I understand from Bill Wharton and my
partner, John Anderson, that there is now some
question whether Poff or Glenn Williams can be
appointed or will be available for the vacancy in
the office of the United States District Court
for the Western District of Virginia to succeed
Judge Dalton.

Apparently two or three weeks ago John
was in Harrisonburg and was discussing the
suitability of Tom Wilson for this vacancy. I
believe at that time that John, Phil Stone and
Bill Wharton all agreed that Tom would be an
excellent selection for this position.

John advised me that Bill Wharton
called him this morning and stated that now
may be the appropriate and exigent time to
contact you concerning this matter.

Thomas J. Wilson, III, is currently the
Referee in Bankruptcy in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
He was born in 1922 and admitted to the Bar in
1947. Tom graduated from Virginia Military

Institute and received his law degree from the o FOR,
University of Virginia. T <
;’ wl
I believe that for approximately four W 53

years he was in the Office of the United States
District Attorney for the Western District where he ™



The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Page 2
May 26, 1976

served diligently and with distinction. Tom was in
law school at Virginia at the time my partner,
John Anderson, was.

For the past 28 or 29 years, Randolph, John
and I have had considerable opportunity to observe
Tom Wilson's conduct and performance as an
- Assistant United States Attorney, as a lawyer in private
practice, and as a Referee in Bankruptcy. All three
of us strongly feel that Tom Wilson would be an
excellent judge; that he has the capability to perform
the duties of the office; and that he would serve with
courtesy, dignity and with the highest degree of
legal aptitude.

In addition to our personal knowledge and
endorsement of Tom Wilson, I think that it should be
carefully considered that we in the Harrisonburg
District of this &ourt have not had a resident
(Harrisonburg) judge since Judge Paul. As you
know, both Judge Turk and Judge Dalton reside in
the Southwest and must travel to Harrisonburg and
Charlottesville to conduct the business of the
district at those two courts. I believe that you
will find the lawyers in Harrisonburg, Winchester,
Front Royal and Charlottesville very much in favor of
having a judge resident of the City of Harrisonburg.

I would greatly appreciate it if you would
consider my position and that of my partners in
this matter, and, if at all possible, advise me of the
current status of those being considered for this
judge vacancy.

je t.;f:}s




LAW OFFICES OF
LAPSLEY AND DEPOY
ING
NORVELL A. LAPSLEY VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILD
Jack F DePoy : HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 2280

Davip |. WaLsH ARea Cope 703
LawRENCE D. BOWERS, JR. TELEPHONE 434-674I|

June 3, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
United States House of Representatives
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

RE: Appointment of Federal Judgeship for
Western District of Virginia

Dear Congressman Robinson:

I would appreciate your consideration of Thomas
J. Wilson, III, Esquire, member of the Harrisonburg-
Rockingham County bar, for the above mentioned appoint-
ment. Since Tom's name has been frequently mentioned in
regard to this matter, I am confident that you are aware
of his fine reputation in our community, both as a
citizen and as an attorney. In my opinion he is eminently
qualified for the federal bench.

Further, I believe that it would be wise to
select an attorney from the Harrisonburg area to fill
this vacancy. The case load in our Federal Court here
in Harrisonburg certainly justifies having a judge who
resides in the community and who can be responsive to
the needs of the area served by the Court.

I believe that I am correct when I say that
none of the last three appointees to the Federal Court
in the Western District have been from this area. There-
fore, I and many members of our local bar feel that it is
appropriate for the appointment of an attorney from our
own area. This is particularly compelling when a man with
the qualifications of Tom Wilson is available for the T
position. e e

Sincerely, L

Lawrence D. Bowers, Jr.
Rockingham County -
Republican Party Chairman

LDB/ swm



LAW OFFICES

Mc Guirge, Woobps & BATTLE

P. 0. Box ligl RiceMOND,VIRGINIA OFFICE
CouRT SouarE BuUILDING Ross BUILDING
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 229002 TELEPHONE {BO4) G- 4131

TeLeEPHONE (BO4) 977-2500

June 2, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Ken:

Bill Wharton has asked that I write you concerning
the candidacy of Mr. Thomas J. Wilson, III of Harrisonburg,
Virginia for the post of United States District Judge for
the Western District of Virginia. Bill has sent me Mr.
Wilson's resume and it is certainly impressive.

As you may know, there has been no federal judge in
the Western District residing north of Roanoke since the
retirement of the Honorable Thomas J. Michie. While the
other judges have been more than accomodating in trying to
adjust their schedules for the convenience of the bar in
the northern part of the district, it is obviously a con-
venience to the bar and the public for federal judges to
live in different parts of the district.

Bill Wharton, whom I respect tremendously, assures me
that Mr. Wilson will make a fine judge and on that basis alone
I would recommend his nomination. However, I also think it
would be helpful to us to have a judge resident in the northern
part of the district.

With my personal regards as always,

Yours sincerely

-

v 7 e
/j’:“','; . :5 ot e

i /
Edward R. Slaughter, Jr.

ERS,jr./b
Enclosure
cc: W. W. Wharton, Esquire



LAW OFFICES
JOHN F. EWELL

FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA

For merly COURT HOUSE
ATTORNEY FOR THE COMMONWEALTH T H AREA CODE 703
635-2860
WARREN COUNTY
© P. ©. BOX 1239 TELEPHONE g35.5441

June 3, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Ken,

I would 1like to express my support for Thomas J. Wilson, III
to be nominated for the office of U. S. District Judge for the
Western District of Virginia. I feel he 1s thoroughly competent
and well able to fill the positlion and would be a credit to the
office, His fairness and thorough grasp of legal issues is
recognized by all who have observed him. His legal background
and experience eminently qualify him for this office.

I further feel that it 1s only fair and equitable that this
end of the District hsgve a Judge more accessible than BRoanoke for
the proper practice of law in the area, The convenience and saving

of time would be a great help to those in the northern part of the
District.

I am in hopes that you will be able to suppbrt his nomination.

Yqurs very truly,

ohn F. BEwell

e F0p

‘{'%b'ga\.‘

JFE/ je



FORESMAN AND ELKINS

AT NEYS AT LAW
To® LAW OFFICES

———— 6 E. WASHINOTON STREET

LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA
244350

HENRY J. FORESMAN
703-463-7141
ESTEL E. ELKINS,JR.

4 June 1976

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressman Robinson:

I am writing for the purpose of urging you to recommend
to the President of the United States that Thomas J.
Wilson, III, Esquire, be nominated as U. S. District
Judge for the Western District of Virginia.

Tom and I have known each other for more than thirty-five
years, as Tom was one year behind me at Virginia Military
Institute. During the time that we were in the Corps of
Cadets together, I was quite close to Tom, as we ate at
the same table for three years, as well as being members
of the same Company.

During the intervening years, we have been associated
together in a number of cases, and, of course, during
Tom's tenure as Assistant U. S. Attorney for the Western
District of Virginia, I was involved in a number of crimi-
nal cases which Tom prosecuted.

Since Tom's appointment as U. S. Bankruptcy Judge, I have
appeared before him on numerous occasions.

Tom Wilson is a man of the highest integrity and possesses
a most astute and penetrating legal mind. He has demon-
strated his judicial temperament and fairness while occupy-
ing the bench as U. S. Bankruptcy Judge, and I believe

that Tom Wilson would be a truly outstanding member of

the federal judiciary.

Geographically, Tom's appointment would balance the
Western District, as the Chief Judge and the only retired
Judge of the Western District live in the Radford, Virginia,. ..,
area. s

¥



Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson Page 2
4 June 1976

In writing this letter, I have presumed upon the fact that
we were formerly a part of the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, and upon the fact that you have been so helpful in
the past in connection with the Flood Control Project in
Buena Vista.

Incidentally, your son, Jim, might be interested in know-
ing that Henry, Jr., graduated from VMI last month and
will head to Fort Bragg next week for summer camp. All

of us enjoyed Jim so much the summer he spent in Lexington.

With kindest regards, I remain

£

Sl'cerely ours,
?
4"‘7’ /
1' /’
|, i/"

enry J Foresman

:>:\

HJF/cms



June 2, 1976

RESOLUTION OF RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Upon motion of James W. Fletcher, secénded by George
H. Davis, Jdr., the following resolution was adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rappahannock County Bar Asso-
ciation does hereby recommend Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire of
Harrisonburg, Virginia, be appbinted United States District
Judge for the Western District of Virginia, by the President
of the United States; and,

That the said Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, is a
member in good standing with his local and state bar associa-
tions, is a competent member of the legal profession, is emi-
nently endowed with judicial countenance and integrity, and is

highly qualified for an appointment to the bench.

éiggMES”W. FLETCHER -~
/ A
2 4/ ) A

//L A ettt N
EORG@?H DAVIS, JR.

QZ&M} %L,u/

Llzeen it /,Q//%&

MAURIGE F. BIDDIE—



HOOVER 8 HOOVER
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801

LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 306 VIRCINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING AREA CODE 703
LAWRENCE H.HOOVER,JR. TELEPHONE 433-2444
DAVID A. PENROD

CHARLES 5. MCNULTY, I June 2 ’ 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
The House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Robinson:

Enclosed is a copy of a resolution recently passed by the
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar Association of Virginia relative to the
appointment of a Federal Judge for the Western District of Virginia.
We respectfully request that you give this resolution your attention
and consideration.

Sincerely,

@Q/ﬂ@

David A. Penrod, Secretary
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar
Association
DAP/nws

Enclosure




WHEREAS, a vacancy exists for a judgeship in the
Western District of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, said judgeship should be filled as soon as
possible to prevent further overloading of said court; and

WHEREAS, no judge of said District is resident in the
northern part thereof; and

WHEREAS, a judge is badly needed in the northern part
of the District to expedite the handling of cases and to eliminate
long and expensive travel for lawyers and clients; and

WHEREAS, Glen William's name has been proposed by
Senator William L. Scott, but it appears that the President of
the United States does not wish to forward his name to the
Senate; and

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, a lawyer now
serving as Bankruptcy Judge and resident in Harrisonburg, is
emminently qualified in every way to assume this judgeship; now
therefore be itb

RESOLVED that the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar Associa-
tion does this 2;:j/hay of June, 1976 wholeheartedly and unani-
mously endorse Thomas J. Wilson, III, for said judgeship and most
respectfully urges the President to nominate him at the earliest
possible time. Be it further RESOLVED that a copy of this
resolution be forthwith sent to the President, to Senators

Scott and Harry F. Byrd, Jr., to Congressman J. Kennethgggginson
and to the Attorney General of the United States. ,jf; 2@

o
v\-‘

.




At a called meeting of the Page County Bar Association held at the
Courthouse at Luray, Virginia, at 4:00 p.m. on June 2, 1976, on motion of
Attorney A. E. Hackley, seconded by Attorney John M, Swetnam,
the following Resolution was unanimously adopted by the members of the Bar.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Page County Bar Association endorse
Honorable Thomas J, Wilson, III, of 805 Oak Hill Drive, Harrisonburg,
Virginia, for appointment to the vacant Judgeship of the Federal Court for
the Western District of Virginia, the members of this Bar being fully
acquainted with the excellent qualifications of Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire,
both professionally and personally, for this most impértant position.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded
to The Honorable Edward H. Levi, The Attorney General of the United States,
The Honorable Williram L. Scott, Senator from Virginia, and The Honorable
J. Kenneth Robinson, Congressman from the Seventh District of Virginia,
with our urgent request that they approve and support this appointment,

Respectfully submitted this 2nd day of June, 1976.

/PrEsuient Pagé County Bar Asdocy{tlon

i
Ay

cretary Page County Bar Ass001at10n




WAYNESBORO BAR ASSOCIATION

PosTt OFFICE Box ] ]40 ® WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 22980

June 3, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Robinson:

I am enclosing herewith a resolution adopted by
the Waynesboro Bar Association in regard to the nomination and
election of Thomas J. Wilson, III, as Judge of the United States
District Court for the Western District of Virginia.

Yours very- truly, -

—

,55/; ‘
Humeé4J . Franklin

President of the Waynesboro Bar
Association

V/‘

HJF/eak

Encl.



RESOLUTION OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION
OF THE CITY OF WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA,
ADOPTED JUNE 2, 1976

The following Resolution duly adopted by the Bar Associa-
tion of the City of Waynesborq, Virginia, on June 2, 1976, was
directed to be mailed forthwith to The Honorable Edwafd H. Levi,
Attorney General of the United States; The Honorable William Lloyd
Scott, United States Senator from Virginia; and The Honorable
J. Kenneth Robinson, Member of the House of Representatives from
the Seventh District of Virginia.

RESOLVED: That the nomination and election of Thomas J.
Wilson, III, Esquire, 805 Oak Hill Drive, Harrisonburg, Virginia,
as Judge of the United States District Court for the Western District
of Virginia, be urged upon the addresses hereof for the reasons
following:

(1) That he is eminently qualified by birth, education, and
national military service.

(2) That he has practiced law with success since 1947,
having served as Chairman of the Seventh District Virginia Séate Bar
Association, and as Regional Vice-President of the Virginia State
Bar Association.

(3) That he has been Assistant United States Attorney for
the Western District of Virginia. ‘

(4) That he has been United States Bankruptcy Judge for
the Western District of Virginia, and a permanent member of the
Judicial Conference of the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals.

(5) That he is a churqhman and former Senior Warden,
married, with four children.

(6) That he is of a judicial temperament, evidencing scholar-

ship and a devotion to the principles of the Rule of Law as a way

Respectfully, Z{//

Humes J. Franklain,
President of the Bar Association
of the City of Waynesboro, Virginia

of life for free people.




J. KENNETH ROBINSON_ OFFICES IN THE 7TH DISTRICT:

77TH DISTRICT, VIRGINIA 112 N. CAMERON STrEET (P.O. Box 714)
- h WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601
COMMITTEE: TeELErPHONE: (703) 667-0990

APPROFRIATIONS Congress of the United Stateg  wwererormceswn co.moiso

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22902

Houge of Representatives Tevarnons; (804) 203-2108
Washington, B.€. 20515 S rrreronoma. vion 22401

TELEPHONE: (703) 373-0536

June 8, 1976

Fhilip W. Buchen, Esquire
Counsel to the President
The White House

Washington, D, C. 20500

Dear Mr. Buchen:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I have sent to the President
in regard to the judgeship vacancy in the Vestern District of Virginia.

As will be seen, I am commending to the consideration of the
President Thomas J. Wilson, Esquire, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, an
attorney in private practice who formerly served as an Assistant U. S.
Attorney for the Western District of Virginia and has served, as
required, since 1965 as Bankruptcy Judge, or referee, for that district.

In addition to the copies of local Bar Associations resclutions
which I sent to the President, I am enclosing, for your information,
copies of other expressions I have received in his Dbehalf.

In particvlar, I should like to direct your attention to the
recurring comments as to the need of a Judge residing in the northern
area of this court's jurisdiction, in order to provide more convenient
access for attorneys who now often find it necessary to travel to
Roanoke to present matters to the court.

The Harrisonburg division of the court has not had a Judge on
regular duty since the late Judge John Paul retired in 1958, although
he continued to serve in the capacity of a senior Judge until his death
in 1963. The docket in that division, I am informed, now is the heaviest
it has been in many years.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

J. Kenneth Robinson

PLEASE REPLY TO WASHINGTON UNLESS INDICATED: 0O WINCHESTER 0O CHARLOTTESVILLE 0O FREDERICKSBURG
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May 21, 1976

Thomas J. Wilson, III
805 Oak Hill Drive
Harrisonburg, Virginia

Born at Somerset, Orange County, Virginia, October 13, 1922,
the son of the late State Senator and Mrs. Thos. J. Wilson,
Jr., of Clifton Forge, Virginia. '

Graduated at age 19 from Virginia Military Institute in 1942.
Cadet Commissioned Officer with Academic Distinction 3rd and
4th years. R O T C Honor Graduate.

1942 - 1946. U. S. Army Field Artillery Officer with 20
months service in Europe - - 11 months combat duty as
artillery fopgward observer in' France, Relgium and Germany
with 5 battle stars. Army reserve after war. Rank - Capt.

~ University of Virginia Law School graduate in February, 1948.

1947 - admitted to Virginia State Bar.

Practiced law at Woodstock, Virginia, and Harrisonburg,
Virginia, 1948 - 1953.

Vice Chairman, 7th District Republican Committee, 1952-53.

Assistant United States Attorney for the Western District of
Virginia, 1953-58.

1958 to date, practice of law at Harrisonburg, Virginia.

1959 - Vice President, Virginia State Bar Association, Valley
region.

1962-63 - Chalrman, 7th District Committee of the Virginia
State Bar. ‘

1963 - President, Harrisonburg Bar Association.

U. S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Vlrglnla
on a part-time basis, 1965 to date.

Permanent member, Judicial Conference of the 4th Circuit Court
of Appeals. :

Married to the former Margaret Brock of Harrlsonburg. Four
children, all of whom are in college. -



Thomas J. Wilson, III.
May 21, 1976
Page -2-

Former Vestryman and Senior Warden, Emmanual Episcopal Church

at Harrisonburg.

Member, Virginia State Bar Association, Virginia State Bar,
Masonic Order, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.

ot \t'
R N



HATMAKER, DINSMORE & STABLES
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
206 VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801

DAVID J. HATMAKER TELEPHONE (703) 434-7306
ROBERT G. DINSMORE, JR. May 26, 1976
WILLIAM L. STABLES, JR.

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives

418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

My Dear Kenneth:

I am very sorry not to have had an opportunity
to say hello to you Saturday at the convention, especially
to thank you and Mr. Mathisen for your efforts on behalf
of Bob Dinsmore regarding his appointment as an FHA attorney.
That has notyet come through, but we expect it will.

In any event, congratulations on your renomination.
The Democrats' failure to oppose you is more eloquent than
anything I could say.

As you know, the judgeship for the Western District
of Virginia is still under consideration. Please let me
express the high regard that I and so many of us at the local
bar have for Tom Wilson. In the event that the President
should see fit to withdraw his present nomination, I can
think of no one better qualified for this bench than Tom.

We badly need a judge in this part of the Western
District. Presently, we see our federal judge only once
every several weeks, and often, lawyers from Winchester,
Front Royal, Woodstock, Luray and Charlottesville must travel
. to Roanoke to be heard. This is a great burden on them and
their clients.

The case load in the Harrisonburg and Charlottesville
Divisions compares favorably with that at Abingdon in the
southern end of the District. I am told that as of May 6, 1976,
the pending civil case load was:




-

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Page Two
May 26, 1976

Harrisonburg 94 cases
Charlottesville 67 cases
Total Northern

Divisions 161 cases
Abingdon ‘ 662 cases

The seeming disparity is caused by the fact that an
estimated 75% of Abingdon's civil cases are black lung cases.
I understand these are now heard by a recently appointed full
time magistrate who sits in Abingdon. Of the remaining civil
cases in that Division, it is my understanding that a large
proportion are social security disability appeals, which are
heard by the District Judge on review only.

Excluding black lung cases but including social
security cases, the relative case loads are estimated at:

Harrisonburg- 161 cases
-Charlottesville pending
Abingdon 166 cases

pending

I would suggest the conclusion that the relative
case load between here and Abingdon is about equal. Considering
the additonal element of geography and distance, however, it
is my belief that a judge who resides in our area should be
appointed.

I believe that the endorsements of bar associations
in the northern part of the Western District could be obtained
for Tom in a relatively short time. His friends have not yet
done so because of the delicacy of this matter at the present.

I write this letter both as an attorney and as newly-
elected Harrisonburg City Republican Chairman. If you wish any
further information which I can provide, please call on me.

Sincerely yours,

@/"‘Hﬁ( / 2

David J. Hatmaker f@QT“jih\
i\ -
R
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May 24, 1976

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Robinson:

It is my understanding that Mr. Thomas J. Wilson, III,
of Harrisonburg, Virginia is being considered for nomination
as United States District Judge for the Western District of
Virginia and I certainly hope that you can assist in obtaining
his nomination for this post.

I have known Mr. Wilson since he entered practice and
can recommend him most highly both from the standpoint of
ability and character. He is a graduate of the Virginia
Military Institute and the University of Virginia School of
Law and has served as Assistant United States Attorney for
the Western District of Virginia, and is presently a
Bankruptcy Judge in this District. 1In addition to this, he
was engaged in private practice in Harrisonburg for a number
of years with marked success. Throughout his adult life he
has been a loyal and dedicated member of the Republican
Party.

In addition to my interest in Mr. Wilson, himself,
I feel that there is a crying need for a federal judge in
Harrisonburg to serve our area of the Valley. There has not
been one since Judge Paul retired and, in my opinion, this
has resulted in a substantial burden and expense to the
people and members of the bar in the entire northern portion
of the Valley.

Thanking you for any assistance that you can render .

I am, 2 <N
1 <3
, i N
Sincerely ygurs, L ‘éﬁ
: g ,r" ,~ i’ /' ;\ i ‘
e / v / \“‘-.w//
: SO T / /// / Q_,/

/“;/

W. B. T1mberlake, Jr.

WBT/thc



ALLEN, DALTON AND WATKINS
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
L. B. & B. BUILDING
POST OFFICE DRAWER 219

CARTER R. ALLEN WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 22980 AREA CODE 703
R. TOMS DALTON, JR. TELEPHONE 943-145
G. WILLIAM WATKINS

May 24, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Member of Congress

House Office Building

Washington, D. C. 20513

Dear Congressman Robinson:

Along with many other residents of the Western District of
Virginia I am concerned about the vacancy in the United States
District Court occasioned by the retirement of Judge Dalton
and the failure of Senate confirmation of wWilliam B. Poff,

who appears to me to be eminently qualified.

Another concern has been that since the death of Judge Paul

no Judge of the Western District has msided north of Roanoke
in the Seventh Congressional District and the northern most

portion of the Sixth Congressional District.

Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, of Harrisonburg, is eminently

qualified. He has served for some time as a Bankruptcy Judge.
He has a judicial temperament; he has demonstrated ability and
legal scholarship, and has a wide range of experience.

I would hope that this letter might enlist your efforts in
support of Thomas J. Wilson, III as a nominee for Senate con-

firmation.
ull
/JZ{V e ::”.:’“\‘

C TER R. ALLEN T

\'4 :¥ respectf
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LAW OFFICES
LOGAN & LOGAN
132~134 WEST COURT STREET

WOODSTOCK, VIRGINIA 23664

TELEPHONE 459-2121

May 25, 1976

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson

U. S. House of Representatives
418 Cannon House 0Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Kenneth:

It was nice talking with you in Stafford last Saturday.
We in the 7th., District are very fortunate in having a
Congressman of your ability and dedication to represent us.

I spoke with you on Saturday concerning the vacancy
existing on the Federal Bench in the Western District of
Virginia, suggesting to you the name of Thomas J. Wilson.

We, in this area, would 1ike to see a Judge named who would

be from our general area. It is my opinion that the Honorable
Thomas J. Wilson, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, is emminently
qualified to serve on the Federal Bench as a District Judge.

I have known Tom from the time he finished Law School.
As a matter of fact, he started his practice in Woodstock,
Virginia, with me, and I have kept in rather close touch with
him since that time.

I would be pleased, if at the appropriate time, you
would feel justified to suggest his name for appointment to
the vacancy which now exists.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

LOGAN & LOGAN

JDeit Kog et
WILLIAM 7 LOGAN

WHL:mls
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JOHN M. SWETNAM
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW

LURAY, VIRGINIA
ASSOCIATE 22838 AREA CODE 703

W. DALE HOUFF TELEPHONE 743-4S1|

May 27, 1976.

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressman Robinson:

I am writing to request your consideration of The
Honorable Thomas J. Wilson, Bankruptcy Judge, of Harrisonburg,
Virginia, for the nomination and appointment as Federal
District Judge for the Western District of Virginia.

I might state that in my opinion Judge Wilson is
eminently qualified from both his legal training and background,
and I do not hesitate in any way to strongly urge his
consideration and your support.

T would also like to point out that this section of
Virginia has not had a Federal Juddge since the death of The
Honorable John Paul some years ago.

My associate, Mr. W. Dale Houff, is in accord with my
views on this matter. :

Thanking you for your sincere consideration, I am

Yours very truly,

JMS/sy JOHN M. SWETNAM



LAaw OFFICES

LARRICK AND WHITE

WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601

w P.O.BOX 764
. FREDERICK LARRICK 35 EAST BOSCAWEN STREET 76
TELEPHONE
JOSEPH W. WHITE
AREA CODE 703
2307
D.P. RABUN 662 2508
DANIEL J. PERRY May 28, 1976

(Dictated May 27, 1976)

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Congressman, Seventh District
House Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Kenneth:

I am writing this letter on behalf of Thomas J.
Wilson, and I hope that you will consider him when the
time comes to appoint a district judge for the Western
District of Virginia. If my recollection serves me cor-
rectly, I do not believe the area from Winchester to
Harrisonburg has had a judge since the late Judge John
Paul.

I have known Tom Wilson since approximately 1942.
We went to V.M.I. together and were very good friends.
To my knowledge he was a good student. After some five
years during World War II, I entered the Law School
and he was also a student at the Law School, and of course,
our friendship continued.

I know Tom's wife and am familiar with his family
background. He comes from a very good family in Clifton
Forge, Virginia. He has served as Assistant United States
District Attorney for four years and during that period of
time carried a substantial part of the workload. I do not
know when he first became Referee in Bankruptcy but I have
been dealing with him for quite a number of years and
I have found him to be most courteous and efficient.

I hope that you will give him your consideration.  v: -

Sincerely,

J. Frederick Larrick
JFL/ah



I. RANDOLPH DOVEL
ATTORNEY AT LAW
102 N. HAWKSBILL STREET
LURAY, VIRGINIA 228383

TELEPHONE 7438-5026

May 26, 1976

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson, M. C.
House Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Kenneth:

Our mutual friends in Harrisonburg are hopeful
that the President will appoint Tom Wilson, Judoe for
the Western District of Virginia. It is obvious that
Poff and Williams can not be and we are hopeful if
the President will appoint Tom that Bill Scott will
go along with it.

As you have probably been told we need a Judge
in the Northern part of the Western District and Tom
Wilson would certainly be an excellent choice.

I sincerely hope that you can do everything
within your power to have the President appoint Tom at
the earliest possible date. If we don't do this soon
the appointment may be held up by the Senate until
after the election.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

A b
" f‘% C
A
1. Randolph Dovel

IRD/meb



LLAw OFFICES
LLARGENT, ANDERSON, LARRICK AND GROVES

FLOURNOY L. LARGENT, JR. GRAICHEN BUILDING FRONT ROYAL OFFICE
COURT HOUSE BQUARE

JOHN F. ANDERSON 25 EAST BOSCAWEN STREET

J. RANDOLPH LARRICK P. O. BOX 848

LT B OROvES P. O. BOX 444 FRONT ROYAL. VA. 32680
TELEPHONE, 703-035-3161

ERIC E. ADAMSON WINCHESTER. VIRGINIA 22601 '

DAVID N. CRUMP. JR.
TELEPHONE: 703-662-0321

. May 26, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Kenneth:

I understand from Bill Wharton and my
partner, John Anderson, that there is now some
question whether Poff or Glenn Williams can be
appointed or will be available for the vacancy in
the office of the United States District Court
for the Western District of Virginia to succeed
Judge Dalton.

Apparently two or three weeks ago John
was in Harrisonburg and was discussing the
suitability of Tom Wilson for this vacancy. I
believe at that time that John, Phil Stone and
Bill Wharton all agreed that Tom would be an
excellent selection for this position.

John advised me that Bill Wharton
called him this morning and stated that now
may be the appropriate and exigent time to
contact you concerning this matter.

Thomas J. Wilson, III, is currently the
Referee in Bankruptcy in Harrisonburg, Virginia.
He was born in 1922 and admitted to the Bar in
1947. Tom graduated from Virginia Military
Institute and received his law degree from the
University of Virginia.

I believe that for approximately four fil s
years he was in the Office of the United States . "
District Attorney for the Western District where he *



The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Page 2
May 26, 1976

served diligently and with distinction. Tom was in
law school at Virginia at the time my partner,
John Anderson, was.

For the past 28 or 29 years, Randolph, John
and I have had considerable opportunity to observe
Tom Wilson's conduct and performance as an
Assistant United States Attorney, as a lawyer in private
practice, and as a Referee in Bankruptcy. All three
of us strongly feel that Tom Wilson would be an
excellent judge; that he has the capability to perform
the duties of the office; and that he would serve with
courtesy, dignity and with the highest degree of
legal aptitude.

In addition to our personal knowledge and
endorsement of Tom Wilson, I think that it should be
carefully considered that we in the Harrisonburg
District of this ¢ourt have not had a resident
(Harrisonburg) judge since Judge Paul. As you
know, both Judge Turk and Judge Dalton reside in
the Southwest and must travel to Harrisonburg and
Charlottesville to conduct the business of the
district at those two courts. I believe that you
will find the lawyers in Harrisonburg, Winchester,
Front Royal and Charlottesville very much in favor of
having a judge resident of the City of Harrisonburg.

I would greatly appreciate it if you would
consider my position and that of my partners in
this matter, and, if at all possible, advise me of the
current status of those being considered for this
judge vacancy.

ally yours,\

y L. Largent, Jr.

jc



LAW OFFICES OF
LAPsLEY AND DeEPoOY
ING
NORVELL A. LAPSLEY VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILD
Jack F DePovy ‘ HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 2280l

Davio I. WaLsH AREA CODE 703
LawrRENCE D. BOWERS, JR. TELEPHONE 434-674|

June 3, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
United States House of Representatives
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

RE: Appointment of Federal Judgeship for
Western District of Virginia

Dear Congressman Robinson:

I would appreciate your consideration of Thomas
J. Wilson, III, Esquire, member of the Harrisonburg-
Rockingham County bar, for the above mentioned appoint-
ment. Since Tom's name has been frequently mentioned in
regard to this matter, I am confident that you are aware
of his fine reputation in our community, both as a
citizen and as an attorney. In my opinion he is eminently
qualified for the federal bench.

Further, I believe that it would be wise to
select an attorney from the Harrisonburg area to fill
this vacancy. The case load in our Federal Court here
in Harrisonburg certainly justifies having a judge who
resides in the community and who can be responsive to
the needs of the area served by the Court.

I believe that I am correct when I say that
none of the last three appointees to the Federal Court
in the Western District have been from this area. There-
fore, I and many members of our local bar feel that it is
appropriate for the appointment of an attorney from our
own area. This is particularly compelling when a man with
the qualifications of Tom Wilson is available for the
position.

Lo R

Sincerely,

Lawrence D. Bowers, Jr.
Rockingham County -
Republican Party Chairman

LDB/ swm



LAW OFFICES

Mc Guire, Woops & BATTLE

P. O. Box I191 RicEMOND, VIRGINIA OFFICE
CoURT SQUARE BUILDING Ross BUILDING
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22902 TELEFHONE (804) 644- 4131

TELEPHONE (804) 977-2500

June 2, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Ken:

Bill Wharton has asked that I write you concerning
the candidacy of Mr. Thomas J. Wilson, III of Harrisonburg,
Virginia for the post of United States District Judge for
the Western District of Virginia. Bill has sent me Mr.
Wilson's resume and it is certainly impressive.

As you may know, there has been no federal judge in
the Western District residing north of Roanoke since the
retirement of the Honorable Thomas J. Michie. While the
other judges have been more than accomodating in trying to
adjust their schedules for the convenience of the bar in
the northern part of the district, it is obviously a con-
venience to the bar and the public for federal judges to
live in different parts of the district.

Bill Wharton, whom I respect tremendously, assures me
that Mr. Wilson will make a fine judge and on that basis alone
I would recommend his nomination. However, I also think it
would be helpful to us to have a judge resident in the northern
part of the district.

With my personal regards as always,

Yours sincerely

Edward R. Slaughter, Jr.

ERS,jr./b
Enclosure
cc: W. W. Wharton, Esquire



LAW OFFICES
JOHN F. EWELL
FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA

For merly COURT HOUSE
ATTORNEY FOR THE COMMONWEALTH AREA CODE 703
635-2669
w
/ARREN COUNTY TELEPHONE ¢35 5441

P. O. BOX 1239

June 3, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Ken,

I would like to express my support for Thomas J. Wilson, III
to be nominated for the office of U, S. District Judge for the
Western District of Virginia. I feel he is thoroughly competent
and well able to fill the position and would be a credit to the
office, His fairness and thorough gresp of legal issues 1is
recognized by all who have observed him. His legal background
and experience eminently qualify him for this office.

I further feel that 1t is only fair and equitable that this
end of the District hgve a Judge more accessible than Roanoke for
the proper practice of law in the area. The convenience and saving

of time would be a great help to those in the northern part of the
District.

I am in hopes that you will be able to suppbrt his nomination.

Yqgurs very truly,

ohn F. Ewell

JFE/ je



FOrRESMAN AND ELKINS

AT NEYS AT LAW
TOR LAW OFFICES

—_— 6 E. WASHINOGTON STREET

LEXINGTON, VIRGINIA
24450

703-463-7141

HENRY J, FORESMAN
ESTEL E. ELKINS, JR.

4 June 1976

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressman Robinson:

I am writing for the purpose of urging you to recommend
to the President of the United States that Thomas J.
Wilson, III, Esquire, be nominated as U. S. District
Judge for the Western District of Virginia.

Tom and I have known each other for more than thirty-five
years, as Tom was one year behind me at Virginia Military
Institute. During the time that we were in the Corps of
Cadets together, I was quite close to Tom, as we ate at
the same table for three years, as well as being members
of the same Company.

During the intervening years, we have been associated
together in a number of cases, and, of course, during
Tom's tenure as Assistant U. S. Attorney for the Western
District of Virginia, I was involved in a number of crimi-
nal cases which Tom prosecuted.

Since Tom's appointment as U. S. Bankruptcy Judge, I have
appeared before him on numerous occasions.

Tom Wilson is a man of the highest integrity and possesses
a most astute and penetrating legal mind. He has demon-
strated his judicial temperament and fairness while occupy-
ing the bench as U. S. Bankruptcy Judge, and I believe

that Tom Wilson would be a truly outstanding member of

the federal judiciary.

Geographically, Tom's appointment would balance the

Western District, as the Chief Judge and the only retired
Judge of the Western District live in the Radford, Virginia,
area.



Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson Page 2
4 June 1976

In writing this letter, I have presumed upon the fact that
we were formerly a part of the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, and upon the fact that you have been so helpful in
the past in connection with the Flood Control Project in
Buena Vista.

Incidentally, your son, Jim, might be interested in know-
ing that Henry, Jr., graduated from VMI last month and
will head to Fort Bragg next week for summer camp. All

of us enjoyed Jim so much the summer he spent in Lexington.

With kindest regards, I remain ,

Si'%erely ours,

HJF/cms J

SR



June 2, 1976

RESOLUTION OF RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Upon motion of James W. Fletcher, secénded by George
H. Davis, Jr., the following resolution was adopted:

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rappahannock County Bar Asso-
ciation does hereby recommend Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire of
Harrisonburg, Virginia, be appointed United States District
Judge for the Western District of Virginia, by the President
of the United States; and,

That the said Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, is a
member in good standing with his local and state bar associa-
tions, is a competent member of the legal profession, is emi-
nently endowed with judicial countenance and integrity, and is

highly qualified for an appointment to the bench.

.//
Do 10/ N ATA
ﬁMEs‘*w. FLETCHER -~ =
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HOOVER 8 HOOVER
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801

LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 306 VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING AREA CODE 703
LAWRENCE H. HOOVER, JR. TELEPHONE 433-2444
DAVID A.PENROD

CHARLES 5. MCNULTY, Il June 2, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
The House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Robinson:

Enclosed is a copy of a resolution recently passed by the
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar Association of Virginia relative to the
appointment of a Federal Judge for the Western District of Virginia.
We respectfully request that you give this resolution your attention
and consideration.

Sincerely,

(D VR T ot

David A. Penrod, Secretary
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar
Association
DAP/nws

Enclosure



WHEREAS, a vacancy exists for a judgeship in the
Western District of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, said judgeship should be filled as soon as
possible to prevent further overloading of said court; and

WHEREAS, no judge of said District is resident in the
northern part thereof; and

WHEREAS, a judge is badly needed in the northern part
of the District to expedite the handling of cases and to eliminate
long and expensive travel for lawyers and clients; and

WHEREAS, Glen William's name has been proposed by
Senator William L. Scott, but it appears that the President of
the United States does not wish to forward his name to the
Senate; and

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, a lawyer now
serving as Bankruptcy Judge and resident in Harrisonburg, is
emminently qualified in every way to assume this judgeship; now
therefore be it

RESOLVED that the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar Associa-
tion does this 2;::/hay of June, 1976 wholeheartedly and unani-
mously endorse Thomas J. Wilson, III, for said judgeship and most
respectfully urges the President to nominate him at the earliest
possible time. Be it further RESOLVED that a copy of this
resolution be forthwith sent to the President, to Senators
Scott and Harry F. Byrd, Jr., to Congressman J. Kenneth quinson

and to the Attorney General of the United States.




At a called meeting of the Page County Bar Association held at the
Courthouse at Luray, Virginia, at 4:00 p.m. on June 2, 1976, on motion of
Attorney A. E. Hackley, seconded by Attorney John M, Swetnam,
the following Resolution was unanimously adopted by the members of the Bar.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Page County Bar Association endorse
Honorable Thomas J. Wilson, III, of 805 Oak Hill Drive, Harrisonburg,
Virginia, for appointment to the vacant Judgeship of the Federal Court for
the Western District of Virginia, the members of this Bar being fully
acquainted with the excellent qualifications of Thomas J., Wilson, III, Esquire,
both professionally and personally, for this most impértant position.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded
to The Honorable Edward H, Levi, The Attorney General of the United States,
The Honorable Willi;am L. Scott, Senator from Virginia, and The Honorable
J. Kenneth Robinson, Congressman from the Seventh District of Virginia,
with our urgent request that they approve and support this appointment.

Respectfully submitted this 2nd day of June, 1976,

/ t }
[
N 0y 1'1/) N

“Preksident Pagé County Bar A sgocidtion

:geéretary Page County Bar Association

.




WAYNESBORO BAR ASSOCIATION

PosT OFFICE BOX ] ]40 ® WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 22980

June 3, 1976

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Robinson:

I am enclosing herewith a resolution adopted by
the Waynesboro Bar Association in regard to the nomination and
election of Thomas J. Wilson, III, as Judge of the United States
District Court for the Western District of Virginia.

Yours very truly,
T

\g,,/////,fﬁi7;

Humeééd. Franklin

President of the Waynesboro Bar
Association

HJF/eak

Encl.



RESOLUTION OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION
OF THE CITY OF WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA,
ADOPTED JUNE 2, 1976

The following Resolution duly adopted by the Bar Associa-
tion of the City of Waynesboro, Virginia, on June 2, 1976, was
directed to be mailed forthwith to The Honorable Edward H. Levi,
Attorney General of the United States; The Honorable William Lloyd
Scott, United States Senator from Virginia; and The Honorable
J. Kenneth Robinson, Member of the House of Representatives from
the Seventh District of Virginia.

RESOLVED: That the nomination and election of Thomas J.
Wilson, III, Esquire, 805 Oak Hill Drive, Harrisonburg, Virginia,
as Judge of the United States District Court for the Western District
of Virginia, be urged upon the addresses hereof for the reasons
following:

(1) That he is eminently qualified by birth, education, and
national military service.

(2) That he has practiced law with success since 1947,
having served as Chairman of the Seventh District Virginia Séate Bar
Association, and as Regional Vice-President of the Virginia State
Bar Association.

(3) That he has been Assistant United States Attorney for
the Western District of Virginia. ‘

(4) That he has been United States Bankruptcy Judge for
the Western District of Virginia, and a permanent member of the
Judicial Conference of the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals.

(5) That he is- a churqhman and former Senior Warden,
married, with four‘children.

(6) That he is of a judicial temperament, evidencing scholar-
ship and a devotion to the principles of the Rule of Law as a way

of life for free people.
Respectfully,

e A LA

Humes J. Fréanklin,
President of the Bar Associatiop
of the City of Waynesboro, Virginia
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Wednesday 9/8/76

10:00 Paul Manaforte had asked for a copy
of Glen Williams' bio -- we have
xeroxed a copy for them.
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Wednesday 9/8/76
Trudy called to say the President
has signed the nomination for
Glen Williams for the Virginia judgeship.
Do you want to call Sen. William Scott?
And Congressman Dan Daniel?

Anyone else?




2:50

Wednesday 9/8/76

Trudy said the package is still with
the President -- he has not yet acted
on the Virginia judgeship.

She will call us when she gets something
back.
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THE WHITE HCUSKE

WASHINGTON N

September 3, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: PHILIP W. BUCHEN )'

Chief Judge Turk and Judge Ted Dalton of the U. S.
District Court of the Western District of Virginia
called this morning and asked me to report to you
that they find Glenn Williams to be much more
qualified for appointment to fill the wvacancy in
that Court than they do Thomas Wilson.

These judges have previously asked to confer directly
with you. I believed it was unnecessary and inappro-
priate for you to meet with these judges but I did
offer to pass their comments on to you in this
fashion.

cc: Douglas Bennett
William Nicholson

2 FOR5
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THE WHITE HOUSE

0 WASHINGTON

. September 3, 1976

ADMINISTRATNVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP W. BUCHEN

FROM: JAMES E. CONNORY
SUBJECT: udgeship

The President reviewed your memorandum of September 2
and approved the recommendation that he propose Tom Wilson
to become the U.S. District Judge for the Western District
-of Virginia, '

In addition, the following notation was made:

“1f possible or necessary, set up meeting with
Congressional members for Tuesday A. M., "

Please follow-up with appropriate action.

cc: Messrs. Jack Marsh
Max Friedersdorf

“ . . N

Douglas Bennett 2 F02, .
Peter McPherson

Jerry Jones

oLRAL,

Pl o
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THE WHITE HOUSE Y€

WASHINGTON ..L,’(” vy /ot

September 3, 1976

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP W. BUCHEN

FROM: JAMES E. CONNOR 95 e
SUBJECT: Virginia Judgeship

The President reviewed your memorandum of September 2
and approved the recommendation that he propose Tom Wilson
to become the U,S. District Judge for the Western District

of Virginia,

In addition, the following notation was made:

"If possible or necessary, set up meeting with
Congressional members for Tuesday A. M., "

Please follow-up with appropriate action.

cc: Messrs., Jack Marsh
Max Friedersdorf
Douglas Bennett
Peter McPherson
Jerry Jones

S
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON e 2%@

September 2, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: PHILIP W. BUCHEN<E-:‘7

SUBJECT: Virginia Judgeships

A meeting was held this afternoon among the
following: Jack Marsh, Max Friedersdorf,
Douglas Bennett, Peter McPherson and me. It

is the considered recommendation of this group
that you propose Tom Wilson to become the U. S.
District Judge for the Western District of
Virginia.

It is desirable that your nomination be

submitted on Tuesday, September 7, as soon as
the Senate returns.

APPROVE

DISAPPROVE

See Me

cc: Mr. Jack Marsh
Mr. Max Friedersdorf
Mr. Douglas Bennett n
Mr. Peter McPherson PR




LT0OMAS J. 's"{lL-Sng g

~raz October 13, 1922 ‘Somersst, YVi-zgiaia

-zal Rasidence: Virginia

~rital Status: o i \"ife;‘ziarg,a:—::t Brock; 4 ckild~an
Avcation: 1938-1942 AL Virginia Military Institnte

B.A. (1942)

19£6-192 University of Virginia Law School
CLL.B. (1948)

Jaxe . A 1947 - : Virgiaia
silitary Service: ' 19_2 1946 United States Army
: ' First Lieutezant ] -
1946-1950 United States Army Reserves
Captain )
:perience: ' 1948 - . ¥ William H. Logan, ttoraaf
1948-1953 Private Practice of Law
B 1653-1953 ’ Assistant United States Attorazesy
) : » "~ Western Disirict of Virginia %
.- 1958-1966 ' Attorney 2t Law with Clarke, Wilson

2nd Bradshaw (subsequeatly mamed
CLlark 2nd Wilsoz

1966 - Present Privats Praciice of Law
1966 - Present Referee in Bankruptcy, Westera
.. District of Virginia {part-time)
yvme Addresss . €05 Oz2% Hill Drive ; F“ﬂ\ ‘ i
Harrisoaburg, Virginia JA >

) ; B Yo 2
teienl Affiliation: ‘Republican N\
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Tuesday 9/7/76 Meeting
9/7/76
1:50 p.m.

11:30 Nancy Kennedy called to invite you to
a meeting at 1:50 today (Tuesday 9/7)
with the President and Sen. William Scott.

(Sen. Scott refused to come to the meeting
tomorrow.)

The meeting at 9 a.m., tomorrow (Wednesday 9/8)
is still on also.



Augug 26, 1976

MXMORANDUM FOR: 8CHMULTS

FROM: ‘ JACK MARSH

Jack White, Aduinistrative Assistant to Senator Bill Scott of
Virgiadia, says that as a result of a Judiciary Committes meeting
yesterday, the Sepator feels there is still a chaace to get
cleared an appeintes for the Western District of Virginia,

The Senator requests that we do everything wa can to expedits
this. I told Whita I would pass this message to you. He
indicated 1f we ¢tould get Wilson's name up, or somes other
noninse, we could get it through,

There e another matter in refarenca to this which I would
1ike to discuss with you at your econvenienca which relates to
the President's desire to gat the interestsd Congressiounal
parties togather to push this matter,

ces Aﬂ. Buchen

Max Friederadoxf
Doug Eennatt

JoM/dl
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W"‘“‘t
Friday 8/13/76

11:55 Judge Tyler called and I transferred the
call to Jack Marsh.

(Re President's request concerning Tom Wilson
for the Judgeship in Virginia)




August 11
THE WHITE HOUSE
s WASHINGTON
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TO: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: JOEN O, MA

For Direct Re
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M.CA,.‘.';w’E'L?BUTLER ‘}J b(ﬂ DISTRICT OrFFICES: ? - / /

. X DisTRICT, VIRGINIA ‘.z 13 U.S. PosT OrmcE ANO COURTHOUSE
. 4 Q}/ )y,' 1 BuiLoing

KEMBER? 900 CHURCH STREET
LYNCHBURG, VirGiNiA 24505

COM@l:j:‘z:i;:z;t:‘olclARYz‘iy,“ Qtnngrgsg uf tbe @nitzh étates (804) 8435-1378

111 FEDERAL BUILDING AND PosT OFFICE

SMALL BUSINESS
? Pouse of Representatives o Btk
WASHINGTON OFFICE: - WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 22980
109 CanNON sE OFF) : - = (¢} 5
WASHIN'::N. : c. “205;: su;: e wasb‘“gtun’ Ev«:o 20919 (14 sTAUNTON mhfs:"s::xz;.m-ms:m)

(202) 225-5431
402 RicHARD H. Porr FEDERAL BULDING
OWTIOy, AND U.S. CounTHoust

<,

& 210 W. FrAaNkLIN ROAD
3z Z P.O. Box 868
3] F-] ROANOKE, VinGinA 23003
“% $ - (703) 982-6200

Pr9® @ August 9, 197 6
Honorable Gerald R. Ford
/ Executive Office of the President
.\( The White House Office
(4 1600 Pemnsylvania Avenue

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am pleased to enclose a copy of the Resolution of the

Pulaski County Bar Association endorsing Jackson L. Kiser

for appointment as Judge of the United States District Court

for the Western District of Virginia.

I am pleased to pass this resolution on to you and to assure

you that from my observation and contact with Mr. Kiser he .
would make an excellent Federal Judge. If I may provide additional
specific information, please do not hesitate to let me know.

With kindest regards, I am
Very truly yours,
bAoA th

M. Caldwell Butler

Enclosure

e
s fug O™
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THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS



GILMER, SADLER, INGRAM, SUTHERLAND & HUTTON

HOWARD C GILMER, JR (1906.1875)
ROBY K. SUTHIRLAND (1909-1975)
PHILIP M. SADLER

ROBERT J. INGRAM

JAMES L. MUTTON

THOMAS J. MC CARTHY, JR.

BYRON R SHANKMAN

ROBERT i. MORRISON, JR

E PETER KANE

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW
MIDTOWN PROFESSIONAL OFFICE BUILDING
PULASKIL VIRGINIA 24301
P. O. BOX 878

TELEPHONE 9£80.1360
AREA CODE 703

July 30, 1976

The Honorable M. Caldwell Butler

" Representative, 6th Congressional District
House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

‘Dear  Sir:

BLACKSBURG OFFICE
209 NORTH MAIN STREET
BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA 24060

£, O. BOX sO8

TELEPHONE 532-1061

Enclosed please find a copy of the unanimous

Resolution of the Pulaski County Bar Association

endorsing Jackson L. Kiser, Esquire, for the vacancy

created by the retirement of Judge Ted Dalton, of the

U. S. District Court for the Western District of Virginia.

Sincerely yours,

PULASKI COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

‘ 72, Y
By :P &fd/./;%fmxﬂ:—[/ d’f"zq [:-LL/(

Secretary
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, it is understood that The Honorable Ted Dalton,
Judge of the U. S. District Court for the Western District of
Virginia, has announced contemplated senior status, upon the appoint-—
ment of'a successor; and

- WHEREAS, it is understood that a vacancy thérefore exists,
or will exist in this district, for this Judgeship;

| NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Pulaski County Bar
Association, that its endorsement for a successor to Judge Dalton's
bench be extended to Jackson L. Kiser, Eéquire, of the Martinsville -
Henry County Bar, in recognition of Mr. Kiser's unique experience
in trial matters, his excellent temperament and his keen graspof
legal issues in this day and time, all of which the undersiéned Bér
Association believes to qualify him as the best candidate'ﬁOW
available for this highly important judicial office. | “

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in order to make this resolution
known, the Secretary of this Association be directed to extend copies
of the same to The Honorable Gerald Ford, President of the United
States, to The Honorable William L. Scott, Senator from Virginia, The
Honorable Harry F. Byrd, Jr., Senator from Virginia, to The Honorable
M. Caldwell Butler, Representative from Virgiﬁia‘s 6th Congressional
District, The Honorable William C. Wampler, Representative from
Virginia's 9th Congressional District, The Honorable Edward H. Levi,
Attorney General for the United States, The Editor of "The Roanoke
Times", The Editor of "The Southwest Times" and to Mr. Jackson L.
Kiser, Esquire.

WITNESS our hands and seals this the 20th day of July, 1976.

PULASKI COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

A 4

%?}éégvxu*?di gZi7ézéQZZ

Secretary
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 9, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUG BENNETT

FROM: ED SCHMULTSQ )
: —

SUBJECT: Virginia Judgeship

Congressman Caldwell Butler called me today to say
that he had heard Wilson (and possibly Davis) was
running into some ABA rating problems. Butler said
that if this were true he was afraid that the
Department of Justice might drag its feet and the
President would miss an opportunity for an early
confirmation. Butler recommended the name of

Jack Kizer, from Martinsville, Virginia, which is
in Congressman Daniel's district. Butler said that
Kizer is a first class lawyer.

cc: Phil Buchen
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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X ™ CALDWELL BUTLER oISTRICT OFmCES: >

N 64 DISTRICT, VIRGINIA X 313 U.S. PosT OFYICE AND COUNTHOUSE
- ® BuiLoing

MEMBER: 900 CHURCH STREEY
LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA 2430%

commrresonmewmenay - Congress of the nited States (B0 sas-1375

A
SMALL BUSINESS \g}/ \ 111 FEDERAL BUILDING AND POST OFFICE

. 200 S. WAYNE AVENUE
PHouse of Vepresentatives PO, Box 1043
105 Can WASHINGTON OFFICE: . I WAYNESBORO, VinGINIA 22980
NON House OFFICE BUILDING 4 e (703) 9427738
WasHINGTON, D.C. 20518 wagblngmn’ E' ¢‘ 20313 (1N STAUNTON DIAL “'0" ASK FOR ENTERPRISE 758)
(202) 225-5431
) 402 RicHARD H. Porr FEDERAL BUILDING
Q,*O\'Uﬂo"o AND U.S. CourTHOUSE
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g % P.O. Box 865
g & ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24005
\%L -§ - (703) 982-6200
Vs ael® @ v August b, 1976

Honorable Gerald R. Ford
Executive Office of the President

¢ 3 The White House Office
o Y 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
~ s/"f Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am pleased to enclose a copy of the Montgomery-Radford-Floyd

Bar Association's endorsement of the Honorable B. A. Davis, III,

of Roecky Mount, Virginia, for appointment as Judge of the

United States District Court for the Western District of Virginia.

T am pleased to pass this endorsement on to you and to assure you

that from my observation and contact with Mr. Davis he would make
~ an excellent Federal Judge. If I may provide additional specific

information, please do not hesitate to let me know.

With kindest regards, I am

Very truly yours,

M. Caldwéll Butler

Enclosure
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DEVORE & GRUBBS

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
COURTHOUSE SQUARE
P. O, BOX 389

CHRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA 24073

AREA CODE 703

KENNETH I. DEVORE
RAY W. GRUBBS July 26;' 19746 TELEPHONE {

R. Keith Neely,

<90 O

382-4911
382-4912

Associate
The Honorable Gerald F. Ford The Honorable Willias L, Sco
Pregident United States Senate
White House Washingzton, D. C, 20510

Washingten, D. C. 20000

The Honerasble Williemx C. Wanpler The Honorable M. Caldwell But

House of Representatives

House of Representatives

Washiagton, D, C. 20510 washingtoan, D. C. 20510

The Honorable Rarry F. Byrd, Jr.
United States Sensate
Washington, D. C. 2510

Geatleren:

As Secretary of the Moatgomery-Radford-Floyd
Bar Association of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial Circuit
of Virginia, it ie with pleasure that I eancunce that
this Bar Association endorses the Homorsble B, 4. Davis,
11X, of Rocky Mount, Virginia, for the Federal Judgeship
in the Western District of Virginie,

Respectfully yours,
DEVORE & GRUBRBS
R. Keith Neely 06(

RKN: je
ec: Werren G. Lineberry, Eequire

%
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Thursday 8/5/76

R/6/76
10 a«Me

1:45 Mr. Marsh wanted you to know that
Ray Edwards, a Delegate from
Martinsville, Virginia, would like to
chat with you about a suggestion he
has for the Virginia Judgeship.

Mr. Edwards will be calling.

z,/@;zzw




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Thursday 8/5/76
1:45 p.m.

Message from Jack Marsh --

Ray Edwards, a Delegate from
Martinsville, Virginia, would
like to chat with Mr. B. re

a name suggestion he has for
the Virginia Judgeship. When
Mr. Edwards calls that is what
he will be wanting to discuss.



Ui
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Wadnesday 8/4/75

Jack Marsh saild heis going over to the
reception for delegates from Virginia.
One of the delegates would like to stop
by and talk to you about the vacancy

in the Western Digtrict of Virginia --
a very able person named Miller =—————
Senator Nathan Miller.

Mr. Marsh would appreciate it if you
would talk with him for a few minutes.
Ha will be back from the reception by
6:30 or 6:45 and will come up.

Meating
3/4/76
6:30 or

6:45



§

July 26, 1976

MEMORANDUM POR: DOUG RENNETT
FROM: : MAX FRIEDERSDORP

SUBJECT: Virginia Federal Judgeship

Representative Caldwell Butler (R-~VA) advises that he has
no objections if the President desires to nominate Glenn
Williams for the Federal Judgeship in Virginia.

He is very concerned that Tom Wilson would not be confirmable.

co: Jack Harsh
/hil Buchen

F0R,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

-

WASHINGTON

July 16, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE HONORABLE HAROLD TYLER
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

SUBJECT: Judgeship for the Western
District of Virginia

Attached is a copy of the endorsement signed
by various attorneys of the Carroll County
Bar in support of Jackson L. Kiser for the

above appointment. _
093

Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

Attachment

cc: Mr. Douglas Bennett




GEORGE B. CooLEY
ATTORNEY AT Law
HILLSVILLE, VIRGINIA 24348

TELEPHONE
ARrea Cobpe 708

728-2241 JUly 12, 1976

Honorable Phillip Buchen
Counsel to the President
General Counsels Office
White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Buchen:

I am herewith enclosing an endorsement and recommendation

that Jackson L. Kiser of Martinsville, Virginia, be appointed
as Federal District Judge for the Western District of Virginia
to fill the wvacancy now existing, and shall appreciate your
utmost attention.

Yours very truly,

¢iqe B. (g0l
George B. Cooley
GBC: awm

Enclosure



HONORABLE PRESIDENT GERALD FORD
ATTENTION: MR. PHILLIP BUCHEN
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT
GENERAL COUNSELS OFFICE
WHITE HOUSE
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

We, the undersigned lawyers and members of the Carroll
County Bar, do endorse and recommend to you that you appoint
Jackson L. Kiser of Martinsville, Virginia, as Federal District
Judge for the Western District of Virginia, to fill the vacancy

now existing.

Given under our hands this 9th day of July, 1976.

Name Address
Lrw 336"
M TMM 2% 2543
o Tl o 56, 1lbrogllo Vi 34343

g
Pong Oelewnn Poy 620] Yulledl .
: f?’/”eé"é;'\ LK, /65 }f/z/ép/%ﬁl/‘l 2U3Y3

illsville
é? Yirginja

N

cc: Honorable Harry F. Byrd, Jr.
Honorable William L. Scott
Honorable William C. Wampler
Honorable W. C. Daniel
Honorable M. Caldwell Butler




THE WHITE HOUSE UFO
WASHINGTON ¥ (\

July 12, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE HONORABLE HAROLD TYLER
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL

SUBJECT: Nomination for Judgeship --
Western District of Virginia

Attached for your information is correspondence
from Martinsville-Henry County Bar Association
endorsing Jackson L. Kiser for the above

position.
) Wi
Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President
Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 12, 1976

Dear Mr. Young:

Many thanks for sending me a copy of the
resolution passed by the Martinsville-Henry
County Bar Association endorsing Jackson L.
Kiser for appointment to the vacancy in the
Western District of Virginia.

The initial review of perspective nominees

for judgeships is conducted at the Department
of Justice, which then makes it recommendations
to the President. I am therefore sending a
copy of your resolution to Deputy Attorney
General Tyler at the Department of Justice,
where it will be given prompt attention. )

Thank you very much for your interest.
Sincerely,

W Buell

W. Buchen
Counstl to the President

Mr, R. Reed Young, III
Secretary

Martinsville-Henry County
Bar Association

Post Office Box 2

Martinsville, Virginia




M[WH@-Henry County Bar Association

0ST OFFICE Box 2
JARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA
4112

July 2, 1976

Philip Buchen, Esquire
Counsel to The President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Buchen:

It is our understanding
that you are the proper person to whom information
pertaining to appointments of Federal Judges is to
be sent. Accordingly, on behalf of the Martinsville-
Henry County Bar Association I enclose herewith a
Resolution unanimously endorsing Jackson L. Kiser
for the appointment to a vacancy in the Western
District of Virginia.

I would appreciate your
brlnglng this to the attention of the President.

Very truly yours,

MARTINSVILLE-HENRY COUNTY
BAR ASSOCIATION

1l

Secretary

RRY III/d

Enclosure




o
Paft Qpefec
A;erswu.s VIRGINIA

24112

July 2, 1976

.The Martinsville-Henry County Bar Association, in
a called meeting at which a quorum-was present, unanimously
adopted the following resolution:

RESOLVED that said Bar Association, .in a meeting
assembled after due deliberation, unanimously recommended
JACKSON L. KISER, of Martinsville, Virginia, to be appointed
United States District Judge for the Western District of-
Virginia to f£ill a vacancy created by the retirement of
United States District Judge Ted Dalton, of Radford,
Virginia.

. In making this recommendation to the President of
the United States, the Bar Association respectfully advises
the President as follows:

Jackson L. Kiser was born at Welch, West Virginia,
June ‘24, 1929. He attended public schools in Virginia and
West Virginia. He received B. A. degree from Concord College,
Athens, West Virginia, in 1951, and J. D. degree from Washing-
ton & Lee University, Lexington, Virginia, 1952. He graduated
Magna Cum Laude from Law School, ranking third in a class of
approximately sixty. He was a member of the Order of the "Coif
and on the Student Editorial Board of the Washington & Lee
Law Review.

Upon graduation from Law School, he entered the
United States Army as a First Lieutenant in the Judge Advocate
Generals Corps. After completing the basic JAG school course
in Charlottesville, he was assigned to the Defense Appellate
Division in Washington, D. C. His duties were to handle on
appeal general courts martial. This consisted of briefing
and arguing cases before Army Boards of Review and the United
States Court of Military Appeals. During his tenure, he
handled approximately 750 appeals. He was honorably discharged
from active duty on February 28, 1955.

Upon his release from the Army, he actively enééged
-in private practice in his own law office in Galax, Virginia,
where his practice was general, including both criminal and
civil matters. .

In March, 1958, he was appointed an Assistant United
States Attorney for the Western NDistrict of Vlrglnla. He ,was
a trial attorney and during his three-year tenure in that‘



. ,nﬂe-Henry County Bar Association

GE Box 2
- €

ATINSVILLE, VIRGINIA
24112

office the trial work for the office was handled primarily -
by one other assistant and Mr. Kiser..

On the 1lst of March, 1961, he resigned from the
U. S. Attorney's office and came to.Martinsville, Virginia,
to practice law, where after a short stay, his present law
partner, R. R. Young, Jr., Douglas K. Frith and Mr. Kiser
formed a law partnership. He is still engaged in the active
practice of law with Mr. Young; however, the other members
of the firm have changed from time to time. His practice
is primarily trial oriented although they do a substantial
amount of office type practice. 1In the fifteen years he
has been practicing in Martinsville, he has handled numerous
trials that have involved almost ewvery conceivable facet of
the law. This would include serious criminal cases such as
murder and robbery; major personal injury cases, both from
the plaintiff and defense side; civil rights litigation and
commercial litigation. 1In addition to trial work, he has
had extensive experience before the Supreme Court of Virginia
and the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals.

He is admitted to practice before the United States
Supreme Court, Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, United States
District Court, United States Court of Claims, United States
Court of Military Appeals, Supreme Court of Virginia and all
courts of record and inferior courts. EHe is a member of the
American Bar Association, Virginia Bar Association, Virginia
State Bar, Virginia Trial Lawyers Assn., and Martinsville-
Henry County Bar Association (President 1966-1967).

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Association
forward the original of this resolution to The President of The
United States, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D. C., and
a copy of the same to Senator Harry Flood Byrd, Jr., and to
Senator William Scott, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C.

MARTINSVILLE-HENRY COUNTY
BAR ASSOCIATION

APPROVED:

Presigient : <



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 6, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: JACK MAJR

Following up on our conversation, eived a call from Martins-
ville, Virginia, indicating that the IpcAl bar there had endorsed

for consideration for the Federal judgeship in the Western District
of Virginia, Jack Keiser, an outstanding attorney in that community.

I wanted to bring the name of this individual to your attention.



THE WHITE HOUSE

au "/’\, ;L 2
v e
WASHINGTON -y
\\‘f/:‘
June 24, 1976 { ‘

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUG BENNETT
FROM: PHIL BUCHEN \

Attached are copies of various incoming letters
supporting the nomination of Thomas J. Wilson, III
to become the District Judge for the Western
District of Virginia.

Attachments



June 15, 1976

His Excellency
The President of the Unvt d States
The ihite House

Vashington, D. C.

At. a meeting of the Highland County, Virginia Bar
Association on this date it was unenimously resolved
that we support the candidacy of Honorable Thomas J.
Viilson, III of Harrisonburg, Virginia for appointment
as a Federal T‘151:,:('1(:‘0 Judge for the western district of
Virginia.

This resolution is signed by all of the members of

the Highland County Bar. (j;2~ <f’“* jz Z
udley ///

//@ [r_At.

Jonn I+ Lohr

. Turner Jones—~



TiroyMas -J. WiLsoxn
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801

203 VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANXK BUILDING AREA CODE 703
TELEPHONE 43-1-0702

June 16, 1976

The Homorable Phillip Buchen
Counsel to the President

The White House

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Buchen:

Congressman J. Kenneth Robinson has informed
me that I may be considered by the President for
appointment as Judge of the United States District
Court for the Western District of Virginia.

At his suggestion, I write to inform you
that I would, of course, be available in the event
of appointment.

Sincerely yours,

e

';i// :\‘// e

e e
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Thomas J.iWiison




KOSTEL, WATSON, CARSON & SNYDER

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
COVINGTON AND CLIFTON FORGE, VA,

ORGE J.
GEORGE J. KOSTEL PLEASE REZPLY TO:

FLETCHER D. WATSON : COVINGTON OFFICE
Y -
WILLIAM E. CARSON P. 0. Draver 035 703 965-333t
JAMES D. SNYDER . o ol
Clifton Forge, Virginia olhilipp CLIFTON FORGE OFFICE
DABNEY L. PASCO s

703 862-4293

June 1%, 1976

The Honorable Philip Buchen
Counsel to the President
White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Buchen:

I herewlth enclose a copy of a resolution endorsed by
members of the Bars of the Cities of Clifton Forge and
Covington, Virginia and Alleghany County, Virginia. I ask
that you convey our endorsement of Thomas J. Wilson III to
the President at your earliest convenience.

@écrge J. Kostel

GJK/1kb -
Enclosure
ce: William A. Julias, Esquire

&



Ty

WHEREAS, the retirement of The Honorable Ted Dalton has
created a vacancy and the need for a new judge in the Western
District of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the ever-increasing case.load indicates the
immediate appointment of a judge to fill the said vacancy; and

| WHEREAS, The Honorable James Turk, the other judge in the
Western District of Virginia, is a resident of Southwest,’
Virginia; and

WHEREAS, it is the feeling of the undersigned members of
the Bars of the Cities of Clifton Forge and Covington, Virginia
and Alleghany County, Virginia that the vacancy should be filled
by the appointment of a judge in the area north of Roanoke; and

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Wilson III is well qualified to fill
the vacancy.

NOW, THEREFORE,We, the undersigned members of the Bars
of the Cities of Clifton Forge and Covington, Virginia and
Alleghany County, Virginia, do hereby respectfully endorse
Thomas J. Wilson III to fill the vacancy created by the retire-
ment of The Honorable Ted Dalton and further hereby respectfully
urge the President'of the United States to nominate Thomas J.

/i
wﬁison III to fill said wvacancy.

. C‘%V\\ \\- /;; ,(Q e (__L,/ (:,- - PPG%\
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June 18, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: MM/

PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: MAX FPRIEDERSDORF
SUBJECT: Virginia Judgeship

mmmzmsu—m has been advised that the

Rapresentagive Ken Robimson (R-VA) has also been advised
of the pending nemination.

Bd sehmults and Ken Lagarus have been alearted to the
necessity of expediting this nomination.

co: Doug Bemnett
Ed Schmults
Ken Lasarus
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J. KENNETH ROBINSON OFFICES IN THE 7TH DISTRICT:

77TH DISTRICT, VIRGINIA 112 N. CameroN STreET (P.O. Box 714)
WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601
COMMITTEE: TeLEPHONE: (703) 667-0930

i Congress of the Enited Stateg  -wsreomenerosmim

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22902

BHouse of Representatives TeLsone: (604) 295-2108
Wasbington, B.L. 20515 e M 208

TeLEPHONE: (703) 373-0536

June 15, 1976

Philip W. Buchen, Esq.
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Phil:

I enclose, for your further information, a copy of an additional
endorsement of Thomas J. Wilson, III, of Harrisonburg, Virginia for the
vacancy on the United States Distriet Court for the Western Distriet of
Virginia, this being the expression of the Shenandoah County (Va.) Bar

Association.

With every good wish, I am

Sincerely,

enneth Robinson

Enclosure

PLEASE REPLY TO WASHINGTON UNLESS INDICATED: 0O WINCHESTER O CHARLOTTESVILLE

0 FREDERICKSBURG



WHEREAS, a vacancy exists for a judgeship in the
Western District of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, said judgeship should be filled as soon as
possible to prevent further overloading of said court:; and

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Wilsom, III, Esquire, a lawyer
now serving as Bankruptcy Judge and resident in Harrisonburg,
is emminently qualified in every way to assume this Jjudgeship:
now thereofre be it

RESOLVED that the Shenandoah Bar Association does this
3rd day of June, 1976 unanimously endorse Thomas J. Wilson, III,
for said judgeship and most respectfully urges the President
to nominate him at the earliest possible time. Be it further
RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forthwith sent to
the President, to Senators William L. Scott and Harry F. Byrd, Jr.
to Congressman J. Kenneth Robinson and to the Attorney General

of the United States.

Y

G-

President

ATTEST

,‘.“

[N N

Secretary




THE WHITE HOUSE {)j

WASHINGTON

June 16, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: JACK MAR

U. S. Marshal in the Western District rginia, W.A. Quick,
called yesterday to indicate the strong of Judge Dalton and
Judge Turk that Judge Glen Williams be appointed to the judgeship.

He understood there are several other names being suggested by
Scott but he hoped in the consideration of the three names, the two
new names and Williams, that the President would still select
Williams.

I told him I could not offer him any assurances of what the Presi-
dent was going to do and he understood.

;‘ ")‘}'L,’.




MEMORANDUM FOR:
FROM:

SUBJECT:

The attached is

Thank you.

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Date: June 1k, 1976

PHIL BUCHEN

WILLIAM W. NICHOLSON

R. V. McCoy, Jdr., P, O. Box 579,
" Clintwood, Virginia =~ 24228

for your appropriate handling.
Callhat i
L[17/7¢
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 4, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: V{HL BUCHEN
ED SCHMULTS

FROM: JACK MA

In reference to the Virginia judgeshiy
Dan Daniel called to mention the namkg
he has the highest regard, B. A. Davis,

fter, Congressman
an attorney for whom

The Congressman would like him to be one of the names con-
sidered in selecting a nominee for this post.

Many thanks,

cc: Max Friedersdorf
Doug Bennett



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 4, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: VéIL BUCHEN
ED SCHMULTS

\
FROM: JACK MARSH~S

Congressman Kenneth Robinson of thg Congressional District
of Virginia indicated he would like to flisguss with White House
representatives an individual for consid€ration as a nominee

for the judgeship for the Western District of Virginia,

I suggested that he call either Phil Buchen or Ed Schmults.

cc: Max Friedersdorf
Doug Bennett



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 15, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH
/PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: : MAX FRIEDERSDORF
SUBJECT: ' Virginia Judgeship

Congressman Ken Robinson (R-Va.) contacted me today reference the
vacant federal judgeship in Virginia.

As you know, both Robinson and Senator Bill Scott (R-Va.) were notified
last Friday, per the instructions of White House Personnel Office, that
the President had decided not to submit the name of Glen Williams and
instead wouldjrefer a new recommendation that would have the unified
support of the Congressional delegation. ~ -
Congressman Robinson indicated to me today that it was his understanding
that Senator Scott had met with Tom Wilson of the 7th Congressional District
and Monk Davis of the 4th Congressional District.

It is Scott's intention, according to Robinson, to send the White House

a letter this week indicating that if the President does not intend to nominate
Glen Williams, Scott would support either Tom Wilson or Monk Davis for

the position.

Congressman Robinson believes that it is imperative the nomination be
submitted very soon and he strongly recommends that it be Tom Wilson
because Wilson is from the 7th Congressional District which comprises a
greater portion of the judicial district where the vacancy exists, and Wilson
also is from a Republican Congressional district.

cc: Doug Bennett



THE WHITE HOUSE g s PO,
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WASHINGTON PRI S PO W

March 19, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUGLAS BENNETT
FROM: PHIL BUCHEN(//i?

Senator Bill Scott called me on March 18 regarding
the controversy over the President's nomination of
a Judge for the Western District of Virginia.

Scott, in a very unrestrained fashion,made these
points:

1. Candidate Wampler is thoroughly qualified.
2. Although the Senator is supporting Reagan,

he is doing so only because he has not
liked some of the Ford appointments.

(3

3. On the other hand, the Senator has been
strongly supportive of the President in
his votes on legislative matters.

4. This kind of support for the President may.
disappear because, as the Senator put it,
a fire plug can only take so much from

passing dogs before it will start squirting
back.

5. The entire Senate will be supportive of Scott
because all Senators want to protect Senatorial
privileges in regard to judicial appointments.

I told the Senator that I would pass this information

on to the other people concerned in the matter of this
appointment.



THE WHI!TE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 16, 1976

Dear Mr. Sergent:

My apologies for not being able to reach you by
telephone, but I now appreciate your having set
forth your thoughts on the subject of the vacancy
in the United States District Court for the
Western District of Virginia.

As you may realize, we have had sharply conflicting
views on this subject from people of Virginia who
are concerned to have the matter resolved. Before
a final decision is made, your views will be care-
fully considered and I thank you very much for your
interest.

Sincerely,

F/h‘iléié7 . Buchen
Couns to the President

Mr. Birg E. Sergent
P. 0. Box 426
Pennington Gap, Virginia 24277

kfwmm
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 15, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUG BENNETT
FROM: PHIIL. BUCHEN \.

Attached is another letter on the Poff/Williams
issue in reference to the United States District
Court for the Western District of Virginia.

I leave it to you as to whether these views should
be passed on to the President.

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 12, 1976

Dear Mr, Wolfe:

Thank you for your letter regarding the matter
of the judicial vacancy in the United States
District Court for the Western District of
Virginia.

I appreciate your interest and concern in this
matter, but as you must appreciate, we have
had a variety of conflicting views on this
issue from people whose Republican credentials
are worthy of respect. We are trying to take
into consideration all of these views before
the President arrives at his choice for the
nomination.

Sincerely,

/]/7 (/Uli/)gi’wfe{zﬂ

Philip/ W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

Mr. Joseph E. Wolfe
Box 636
Jonesville, Virginia
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THE WHITE HOUSE 7"'

WASHINGTON

February 28, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUG BENNETT
L BUCHEN

FROM: JACK MARSE

Senator William Scott of Virginia sp
Thursday to vigorously urge the app¥
to a judgeship.

¥e with me on the phone
tment of Glenn Williams

He stated Williams was an outstanding law student, a district
attorney and was otherwise well qualified to fill this position.
He asked me to relay this information which I am doing by this
memo,

He indicated if the President did not appoint Williams, he would
like a meeting with the President before a final decision is made.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTCN

February 25, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: DICK CHENEY
FROM: MAX FRIEDERSDORF /ég?, (}o
SUBJECT:

Virginia Federal Judgeship

Both Senator Bill Scott and Congressman Bill Wampler request

a meeting with the President jointly before a decision is
reached on the Federal District Judge for the Eastern District
of Virginia, involving their candidate Glen Williams and

William Poff, who is strongly supported by Congressman
Caldwell Butler.

Scott will, of course, block Poff and both Scott and Wampler
are bringing heavy pressure to bear for Williams.

I understand we are pretty well committed to go with Poff and

if we hold to course, I'm not sure a meeting with Scott and
Wampler should be approved.

I need your guidance on this one.
cc: Jack Marsh

Phil Buchen
Doug Bennett

’l:;"}s@‘v\\





