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Tueeday 4/ZZ/75 

3:45 Ken I..azarue advieea that MeekW was confirmed 
by the Senate 54-36. 
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12:05 p.m. Friday, 
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March 21 '(~ 

Meskill was ordered favorably reported by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. The vote was 8-6. Those who 
voted against have been given a couple of weeks to 
reconsider. 

The nomination will be corning to the Floor after the 
:Saster recess. 

Ken · Lazarus 
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WEMO:ttANDUM J"Olb 

Fit OMs 

SUB.JECT& 

Warda 19. 1915 

BILL WALKEll 

PHil. BUCHEN 

I 

M•tldll Noml!ftloe 

l lla•e renewed the eatln FBlrepoJ't wlt.lcllwa• 1111NDltted to 
tlt.e Altoftley Geaeralla reapou-e to tla• la4td.riea !DAde t.r the 
Seaate Jedlcluy c.,n:dttee rela.W. to CioYenor Weftlll' 1 

DOtnla&tloa. 1a my oplatoa U..N l•aotld .. c01111alaed la tid• 
l'eport wlddl •holllcl predacle tile appobltmeat ef Meeklll to 
the S.coad Cl1'eait. llld..a. •• hl•ace. 1 belle•• the laYel­
tlptloa nppo;rta the te•tlmeay of Gonnor Maaldll ba tlao•• 
baa~•• wllere c:OIIfllct• aro .. wltll tile tei'tiii'O"J prheated 
lty State Suater Oeorp Guthu. Tlllu·• t. - material 
..td.ace dlat Me*ltl eol'l'U111tted ..., lllapnprietle• relative 
to tbe v•rto.. 1•••• uclel' coa•J.clel'a&loa. 

The 80H 1••• pl'ee.-tM at tblt tbne· l• wheda4tl' ialoi"'U.doll 

)vJ/;' I 
P!V"Y 

la tile FB1 l'ttpori referred te .-... ... .td eaue a reeumt.•tto• 
of the .,...._ 8011daatloa of Gcwe_,_,. Wellldll. Slacel coa­
dode tbat then l• • adllllfoi'IDIIU.. la ta.e repert. M lortiMr 
-.:tl• la ·~at w. tlme. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ~ (9v-y v-~~F) WASHINGTON 

March 19, 
e.A.k "~ 

1975 ~~~ 
ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 
.~ FROM: KEN LAZARUS y· 

SUBJECT: Meskill Nomination 

-I r 
~At"'~ 

~,_ 

I have reviewed the entire FBI report which was submitted to the Attorney General in response to the inquiries made by the Senate Judiciary Committee relative to Governor Me skill 1 s nomination. In my opinion there is nothing contained in this report which should preclude the appointment of Meskill to the Second Circuit. Indeed, on balance, I believe the investigation supports the testimony of Governor 1-.lfeskill in those instances where conflicts arose with the testimony presented by State Senator George Gunther. There is simply no evidence that Meskill committed any improprieties relative to the various leases under consideration. 
It is my understanding that General Levi intends to forward the report to Chairman Eastland today without comment. Although his inclination at this point in time is to attempt to avoid any comment whatsoever on the investigation, if pressed by the Committee he will consider the possibility of making a very limited comment on the report such as that noted above, viz. "There is nothing in the report to preclude the appointment of Governor Meskill. 11 

It is my opinion that this nomination should not have been made at the outset. I say this not because the ABA is infallible in its evaluations o£ candidates for the bench, but because the current system which in effect requires ABA endorsement has elevated the level of the federal judiciary. However, the nomination having been made, there are two reasons for continuing the Administrationrs strong support for Governor Meskill. First, he has become a pawn in an ABA power play and at this point in tim e his personal integrity is on the line. Second, if the Presid-ent "''{) is defeated on this nomination it will become an unfortunate );. 
G:l 

political item to be used against him in the next election. For, : these reasons, I should think that the Attorney General would see ~~ 
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ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

- 2 -

fit to comment in a limited way on the outcome of this 
investigation. to the extent noted above. Such a comment would 
have political utility within the Senate Judiciary Committee 
where there is currently a 7-7 split on Meskill with Senator 
Mathias as a swing vote. It also might be useful for someone 
in the Administration to smooth the feathers of Judge Walsh 
by indicating that the President intends to have the ABA play 
a substantial role in the selection of nominees to the federal bench. 

Although responsible men can disagree over the qualifications of 
Governor Meskill, it should be clear that this nomination is not 
hinged on substantial questions of impropriety. 
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H~norable Ed~ard H. Levi 
Attorney G e ne~al 

D2 partQe~t 8£ Justice 
l:!ashington, D.C . 

D2ar Mr. Atto~~ey General: 

As you kn:J•.·: the Senate Judiciary C:Jrnmittee is presently 
considering the nomination of Thomas J. Meskill of Connecticut 
to be a judge of t he U~ited States Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit. In the coursE of our hearings o~ this nomi­
natio~, certain allegations have been raised as to-the nominee '~ 
, . ,_., '-11<:> '.-,-a .-,.C o· • ' l ~ c:> t- ; n 1 10"~ ~. ~ bl_- -.-,::,.--.;.-; - ~sL • t"(-,-
!-<,0,. '--C::1~ v.L r lnVO V-:::rr:~n~ -'-" .ucSLlvna E IJ L'--"' '- 1- .Ct:: , J.n -tc 

area or the awa~ding of leas es for state facilities . Al though 
the Committee has heard direct testimony from some individuals 
\-.'ho have knov.'ledge of these allegations, there ~~e a nu_:nber of 
factual issues 1.·1hich r ec a in unres oly.£:;_Q . The C:Jm:nittee a.grseo 
to Lry to vote on this norr: i~aticn a~ its meeting scheduled 
fo r Wednesda y, March 19 , 1975 . The Committe e further agreed 

'~ --· 

to r ea .. L1 e st tb~at you un e:e ·ctake ~ ·~ info r-m the COmi~litt e e at 8r 
or"'iQ!.'· to its n-.::.t:: tin.g rt 2>·~ L. ~ .. :ee :: c. s L ~J .:.-:. l_L re.!.. e\/O. Ct ~ .t &ct:s f.-.:r~ich 

the De partment can pro·v-ide relaxing- to th-e --fo-llQ;,:j"{ng -matters: ;~~-r~ 

___ ::,. ______ - . -- ---· - . --------- . -- -
I. Conflicts in testir.ony 

A. Governor Meskill and State Senator George Gunther: 

On page 345 of Volu~e 3 of the transcript of the Com­
mit tee hearings Senator Gun~her stated to the Co~mittee 
concerning his 1.1ee~ing t.·;i th th2 Go•Jernor: 

I said '~will g et right to the p~int . I am sure 
that John has brought you the details of the 
Do<.,m es lease.:: I kno·.-1 tha t v1e discuss ed the lease. 

On page 347, S c nat~r Gunther testif ed : 
,j ,, () 

Any: .. y· a. ); , ·,._;;! C: tt I l eft 
~ould l ook i nt o it . 

~i !:-'t' at that time , he s a id he <", 
tSl 
::tl 
~ 
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0:1 po.ge f+22 of Volu~:::: 3 th<.C n::-:.r:dnce testi.fied c~mcerni.ng the 1·::1y 23 ' 19 72 fi'.eeting \·:.1. tl1 cu~,t~-:C::r' : . 

~ ,, 

The Senator said to 02 1 G~vcrnar , th2re is 
SO!l1etflj ng t,·t!'c~g; the:"le i s s:):-1~2thing ~;.:.;u 11ave t~J 
do S:::Jr:12thing co.bout. r: iH~d I sa.id , ~ :T2ll me &bout 
it. n And he s:1id, 17\'·iell it is t errible . I t 1s 
bad . Ic ~ s ~ 0 ~ f a. i-.co t o :::1c -:: c. xp3.y~ -:~ s . t· ~~r. "i s o 
a~ . I said 1\'.-lw.t 1s <:.>ror:g . r: Ec said , 11I can't 
be too s pec ific . :r .~_nd I sa.id, 1":lho \·-'as. involved. 11 

And he said, 1'I don't via nt to name:: na::-t:::: s . rr And 
I said, 1i'i:!ell \•Jh:J. t depa::tmsnt is involved. n J\nd 
he said, ni would rathe ·c not say . 11 

On 8aae 423 the nominee testified : ~ J 

not men tion the D~wnes lease , leasing, or 
any other lease . .. I have never denied that any 
meeti~g took place; the only thi!lg that I ever 
denied ~as th&t I ha d a conversation with George 
Gunther about leasing, this one or any other lease. '' 

Although this conversati~n too~ ol~ce be tween the nominee and Senator Gunther with no other person presen~J Senator Gunther told the ComDittee that there we~e s eve~a l individuals to ~ha~ he relate d the conversation shortly aft er it t ook place ~~~, he claiii1S , cou .~d verify his t es tim:::·r:y. 'lh:::se ~ ndiv-i clt;o.' s sb:;~J 1 :1 !;e 
.;~ lo::-~~tcd . .s.;~j -i :--~·t;;.::-'-'·j_e{.~!ed .. 

he&!'-ing transcT'l pt) . 
cs ~~·2 pagc-3 ~~13 \/Q..lu..r.Da._3_ 0~~ t:he 

The Committee is in possessicn of a lette r written to 
nr. La•.-.'renc2 c:. i;j;::_ lsh of thG Amf.rican Bar fi.SSOC:laClOn duteG. 
February 1, 1975 , a copy of which is attached hereto, which 
states in part : 

1While I s erved as Co~missioner of Public Works, 
at no time did Guvernor Meskill o~ any of his 
aideS diSCUSS r.-,:i th ilte 2.ny S ~ a~:2 l€::1S2S . l i 

,1\.r. ....,.,--s f ;:.l.." r , "-

The no~inee sta~ed at page 458 of the hearing transcript : 

~L-' 
. J 
~J 

\Lo'l; 
{ '~n inq~iry was nade by my office of Co~mission~!· 

lD'::sk i c-.:·::J. tr.e pos:;.t.:i.:::. :-.. of C::r.1:nissi8ner K~zl::J:-.rski 
t ha t ~h e Waterfo~d l2as~ wa~ a goad l ease fer the 

K:;z -
t·;a:::; 

Stc:te . n 
I. 

_,. 

Q:l 
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A ddi ti ona.l ref epcnces as LV c ::J:nrnu n icat i ~Jns !) -'~.:..:- i::~:: e~1 tfle nGmir~2~ 
and his office and Co~missi~ner Kozl~~ski a)~~2r at pag2s 430, 
456, 461, 4G4, 455, £~67, fl,72, and 'i-F" of th<'? ;·!"'c1~in.g tr'3.nscript. 
Mr. K8~l~~ski, ~embers o£ his st~ff, and ree~ :b~ ~s of the 
noi:iin r; ~ 1 s s te. ff \·.'ho may hsv <? kn:-Y.·:J.e dc;-e on t:h:~:-_ ::::ucs tion s hou 1 d 
be: inter11ie·.-1~d . Spe.clrj_:-~·3.11~;, !!r. Stanlcy~c:-~;ej::rn ~-;as a 
ffi21ilber 0£ ':he r10::1inee 1 S Staff dealing \•Jith E.:clS:irtg matterS 
during this ?2riod should be questionEd. 
( S ,..,"" n ~ ~ ~ ,, - Q / - 9 ~ t- h r. ~ Y' C) . <" r> "; ~ ) ·--:: : · "-'·':::!-=' r~._, -<-r ~ 0.!.. "'''"' t.._c.:l..:>~ . .. - [)t... 

II. Other matters raised before the Committee involving 
leasing practices: 

In addition to these two instances of an a9parent direct 
conflict in swarn testimony before the Committe e , several 
members of the CorrL:littee have raised related matters vihich the 
Committee requests that you examine to expedite our determination 
on this nomination. On paq2s 322-324 of the transcript Senator 
Xennedy expressed his concern tha t the Cowmittee be able to 
consider the statements of individuals \·.:ho had refused to be 
questioned by the American Bar Associati n on allegations 
raised by t1 e nBA. At a later [)'Jint in the h.::arings, Judge 
r,-.Jc.lsh stated thot in his opinion t:he individuals ~-;he had 
relevant: infor~ation as to thes2 matters included the following: 
Hr. Brian Gaffney, ~1r. Fra:1k Do<,·.'nes, !f:r. John E. Dm·:r-~es, ] 
Mr. EJrl Wood, Mr. Angelo Tomasso, Mr . John Lepore, Mr. Paul ¥ 

r ::"1 r. ~~ -t ' -. ~ f' r- . .., - >../ 7', ..:..- 1 1 'Y' =a ' .. c: ~ - - r .. · hc.naJ.ort, Lr. Berna..Ld Lu""sr"-='-n, 11r. :-..rl..DU~ Bc.nt~-. (o cc: po::;e 
330 of the hearing transcript). 

Spc:cif ically, 'de -requ;::;st that -vQu attemDt to ascertain · l \\ . n ' ,...---r - • • • ~~ ·• tne ~-~:s_~~-e~ to tn~~J.~O'.:J~g ques t~ oos : 

l) When and hew did the n~mince bec~~c awore of the 
Dovmes lease a.;1d the circumstanc2s uncis:c •,,;hich it r.-;as a'::a-r.'ded. 
The persons who could shed somE light on this ~uestion include 
Brian Gaffney, Frank Do: ... :n~s , Jonn E. Do;-.;nes, S::::-1 ~-iood, Hm-;ard 
Dickinson. 

2) When a~d ho~ did the nominee become ~~are of th2 
To~asso leas2s a~d the circ~mstRnccs in ~hi:h they were 
awarded. What was the nature of the nom~n2e 1 s relatic~~hip ~ith 
Nr. Tomasso. The persons who have direct kn~~ledgs of this 
mctttc!' i:-:c2.ude P..r1geJ_c; Te:mass:), Joftn LaP·Jrc, P..::;.:.tl i"~J.nafort, E::.rl 
l:i:Jod> II·J·.-:a.rd Dic~zins~m. 

3) \·.~.at \·7-:;.s the nc.;~inu: =s kn~:·:.'l. :::'d'Ji:: ancl o:• .:J.rt:ici9a~i::; ;t ic-. eacz1 
step in the tra:~sactic..n.:; rel.:iCing l :-) the ?h :>::: ;li;< bt!il.d:i_r;q . . 'lhe cers ·:-:-,s 
in\-':Jl\.:2d i ~~Cl!_;.d::; J2~ e s Ster.-..-c.!:'t .Jf L!"1 ·~ T~"'Cl\1 2~_ -=.·-r.·s I:-~st~rc:rlcc CJ., 
Pc: u 1 i·~-:1 :.c:f D !.~t ) 3 e -~"~;--': ·.-:t rJ :·:·_lS :: i:iJ n) 1-f :-""! ~ C ~l s ~- :~"1 ~e 1 ' i\ ll;: :1 s cl;..:!_ ~:- !: l. r . ··o 
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)1,...._ 4:.~ 
Wednesday, March 10~:50 p.m. 

Mr. Leonard Sohlberg from Connecticut called to 

be sure we had received an air mail letter from 

him about the appointment of Hr. Meskill to the 

po sition of a Federal Judgeship. 

I advised him that we had not received it but 

would take under advisement the things he 

mentioned. 

'\ ' .. \ ... s -·.'\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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December 30, 1974: 

Phil: 

Re: Meskill 

1. A copy of my reply to Meskill on 
behalf of both of us is attached. 

2. I think we should talk with the 
President about this before he resubmits 
the Meskill nomination. Note the 
attached copy of my memo to Bill Walker. 

3. If the President has any thought of 
resubmitting the Meskill nomination, 
shouldn't Walsh be given the opportunity 
to state his views directly to the President? 

f· 
Phil Areeda 

,:/;~\ 
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December 30. 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL WALKER 

FROM: PHlLAREEDA 

SUBJECT: Metld.U Nomination 

1 assume that Mealdll would not be given a rece•s appointment 
and that bis DOmiution would not be resubmitted to the Senate 
without your kaowled1e and participation. 

Would you note that if either move h contemplated. it DOt be 
done wlthou notice to Phil Buchen or me before the President 
is asked to decide the matter. 

cc; Buchen 

l~n~ 
~· ~ 

! ~ 
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December 30, 197" 

Dear Edt 

Let me acknowledge your telegrams of the 17th to Philip 
Buchen and to me. For the moment. ae you knOw. the 
b sue of Governor Meeklll' e nomination to the Court of 
Appeals h moot. Before any further decieion ie made 
on this matter by the Preaident, you may be aure that 
he will have the benefit of your viewe on every aspect 
of the matter. 

With ldndeat regards. 

Sincerely,. 

PhUUp Areeda 
Coun~tel to the Prealdent 

Honorable l&wrence E. Walsh 
President-Elect 
American Bar Aesociation 
1 Chase Manhattan Pla&a 
New York, New York 10005 
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Monday 12/30/74 

Leland Schwartz of the Connecticut News Service 

would like to get a "yes" or "no" answer to a 

question about the Meskill appointment. 

Is going out now, but will return about 2 o 1clock. 

Would appreciate a call. 

• 

347-3322 

:.\ 

) , 



COPY 

Phil A: 

Please advise ho.v 

we should handle this. 

p 

) 
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CIRCUIT BE REOPENED SO THAT THE SENATE MAY ACT ON THE BASIS 
OF FULL KNOWLEDGE AND FIRSTHAND INFORMATION. THERE IS NO URGENCY 

' WHICK CAN JUSTIFY DISREGARD OF THE QUESTIONS WHICK HAVE BEEN 
10 

n RAISED.WE RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT YOU URGE THE SENATE JUDICIARY 
12 COMMITTEE TO REOPEN THE MESKILL HEARINGS FOR THE REASONS STATED • 
13 

14 LAWRENCE E WALSH PRESIDENT-ELECT AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 
15 

16 

11 NNNN 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November ZB, 197 4 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: KEN LAZAR US~(L, 
SUBJECT: Meskill Nomination 

Bill Westphal, chief counsel to Senator Burdick's Judicial Improvements 
Subcommittee, called me today to relay the following information: 

(1) Senator Burdick has requested Chairman Eastland to postpone any 
action on the Meskill nomination pending the outcome of a Connecticut 
state legislative inquiry into some state leasing irregularities. 
Apparently, the chairman and others on the committee are in tentative 
agreement on postponing any action on the nomination. 

{2) The state legislative inquiry began yesterday and will conclude on 
December 19 with a final report due on January 1. 

(3) Westphal's point was that if we push for a vote in committee, we 
will lose. 

cc: Phil Areeda 
Bill Casselman 
Bill Walker 
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