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fit to comment in a limited way on the outcome of this
investigation. to the extent noted above. Such a comment would
have political utility within the Senate Judiciary Committee

where there is currently a 7-7 split on Meskill with Senator
Mathias as a swing vote. It also might be useful for someone

in the Administration to smooth the feathers of Judge Walsh

by indicating that the President intends to have the ABA play

a substantial role in the selection of nominees to the federal bench.

Although responsible men can disagree over the qualifications of

Governor Meskill, it should be clear that this nomination is not
hinged on substantial questions of impropriety,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 30, 1974:

Phil:

Re: Meskill

1. A copy of my reply to Meskill on
behalf of both of us is attached.

2. I think we should talk with the
President about this before he resubmits
the Meskill nomination. Note the
attached copy of my memo to Bill Walker.

3. If the President has any thought of
resubmitting the Meskill nomination,
shouldn't Walsh be given the opportunity

to state his views directly to the President?
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