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DESK FILE 

August applied for visa Nov. 11, 1973 

Notified May 29, 1974 and father arrested same day; August to Israel 

Father 57 - 6 ·months solitary - trial for having accepted 
bribes - conviction, Dec. 1974 

69 of 70 witnesses retracted charges 
-- 1 perjured testimony 

Poor physical condition 

Strict regime at hard labor 

Victor with mother, but has been told of expulsion 

Mother has cancer of brain 

Richard Coombs - Soviet Desk 
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THE WHITE HousE 

WASHINGTON 
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AN INTERFAITH APPEAL FOR 
THE LIFE OF DR. MIKHAIL SHTERN 

TO: Mr. Nikolai Podgorny 
President U.S.S.R., 

As Christians and Jews who believe that human life is sacred, we ap· 

peal to you on behalf of Dr. Mikhail Shtern, former Chief of the De­

partment of Endocrinology at the Vinnitsa Hospital. 

For thirty years Dr. Shtern was dedicated to alleviating human suf­

fering. He organized the first endocrinological clinic in the Western 

Ukraine and was responsible for the elimination of the thyroid, dis­

eases endemic to the area. In his capacity as Medical Director of a 

sanitorium for orphans he gave selflessly of his tale~ts and compas­

sion to dtildren whose parents were killed by the Nazis. 

Now DL Shtcrn faces eight years in a Soviet prison camp, ~nd we 

fear that he cannot survive his term, for he suffers from heart dis­

t>ase and from a paralyzing spinal ailment. 

As Dr. Shtern has already served one year in prison, wt- ask yon in the name of humanity to grant 

him elt>mency and allow him to rejoin his family. 

"ahhi A. ~•than Ahr;mowi'­
IJr. Alan "-branuon 
Mr. & Mn. U.ud Al1ram& 
Rahhi Mrnrl~ Ahnm. 
Or. RJc-hnd I. Ant.lron 
I :harlotte & J.-rrv .o\nl.. .. r 
J.>r. Alvin . .-\r11 
,hT\ll1l 1. A.lw-n 
lbhLi ltfar"m Ji.•h 
SaUv B"'"n 
Mr "&rtfri . H.I"rlworl ~ . H.-11.-r 
H.ahbi Kl"nf'M'"th R. Hrrt""r 
H,.r.ll"r1 J. Ri11horn 
I :h. riel,\ Drbor11h lio•tlt 

Rabbi JOM-ph .\1. Hnn.ln.,. 
Dnid Brodet:r.k" 
Arnold.-\. Bro ..... ·n 

Hanlr.Bnoder 
f>r. ~onnan Buo•lr.man 
Jack Budrnan 
Rid .. rri 8urJ 
RabiN Lm.U• J . ( ... l,.j•n 
lU!thony J . c.,.,.,., 
Martr:ot Champa pte 

(~raid Chamoff 
o\.rnalvah Coblr 
Dr. & Mn. El.liu1 "" . f.nhrn 
... nnldyn T. C.•hf:on 
t; , Grdton Col• 
MAria Contino 
AlJiuah Lonviurr 
Bart...ra Cuban 
Dr. Leon Cytryn 
Dr. Eliot Dordik 
Dill Davia 
Eariqueta Ilet§aal 

.Marie L Jlrettao. 
Beverly Dietrich 
Mr. &Mn. Alanllratt.JJ 
\'erooical>wldoa 
IW>bi Sheldon E. l!latOI" 
Ellen & Dovid Epatan 
Rabbi Seymour L. Euro1 
1ltoma.l C. Fichandlt"r 
I' ~Ida Fich..ndJer 
U ilham S. Filler 
1- "f'hm Fin,;erman 
l.uC' ; Flanap.n 
Siater c:n.rlotte t- ra...-r 
J· r ance.a Leoddnun 
In·~ ( ,.,ndf"lm..an 
H.Jilihi 'onnan ~ t .nldtnl.n 
llr ~~ \fr·• \Jb11•1 (. . .-.!.~ olr•n 
\lah ... t l,,ulm•o 

llahbl Morria Cerdoa 
IO;aJiyGorfein 
David Gorin 
HalphGottli•h 
!\fu~e• Goa~•k v 
FrifflaGI'ftni'lerl 
Jane & O.vid GN'1'"oe 

Hr. Ronald 8 . Gr~o .. 
1 "nul .a Gvurck 
H:aLbi Jothua 0 . Habrrmaa 
;\fr . & Mra. Giora lbdar 
Rabbi Martin S, Halpern 
~laryl-luly 

Suaanne Heard 
Michul & Shavne HoffmAn 
~"ndv & Paul ia"oh'· 
M.ax.JaHM . 
,\1.r. &: Mr1. Bernard Kahn 
Martin L. Kamerow 
"r. & Mr1. Marmy Ka.ndell 
\tr. & Mn. Chr1tr.r Kariruky 
\ "ictor Karpf 

-Rahhi Morri• t;uriel Kat a 
Robin Kaufman 
Dr. David Kel•en 
Rabbi Jerome Ke1tenhaum. 
\oladimir Kienk.y 
M. Kathrynn Kirby 
Dr. Alan Kinch 
Dr. Bernard KleinmAn 
Rabbi RobertS. KlenMJa 
1'iora Klion 
MaraKochba 
S.ra & Andrew Krulwick 
An1old & Uada K......,.ck 
Pegyl.avee 
1beodore H. Levia 
'William C. Levy 
Dr. & Mro. Robert Lewit 
Irwin Lo.man 
Mr. & Mr•. Nathan l..olman 
Sydney Manekolaky 
~lr. & Mro. Joel Manon 
Or. Bernard MaJloli• 
Soll\bi"@(Jl.il 
H.ahl>i Eliot Marru• 
\larcia t;. Ma:rur 
\farian McCarthv 
Patricia Mc.'\eil · 
l .orb Melich 
lir. Edwin l'tfendel"'ohn 
Oaniel F. Metlfrn•n 
I rt•_tla Mi<.·h•"li 
\hnn Mill.-r 

....,,..,. 
JoaephlltiU.r 
GeneMinkow 
Coila Moldolf 
Jack L. Molin~~ 
~Si1ter Jeannine Morin 
Sam & Selma Moetow 
Ruth Newman 
Dr. j(Mepb Newrn!-)·rr 

_ Jeanette Olcin 
Ju.liua Okin 
Jue1111 M. <herhoh 
Richard Perndiaro 
David E. Pin~k" 
M.rjorie R. Pi~k y 
Paulette A. Pisaniello 
Dr. Mordecai M. PopO\·t ... r 
Rabbi Tzvi H. Porath 
Rev. Robert L. Pnaitt 
Vivian Rabineau 
F. Ridp 
F..U..n lleneo Rivlan 
Bernard Roaenber, 
Mr. a Mn. U...nl G. R ... nb.'l 
1\tichelle Saidmon 
Perry J. Saidman 
Rabbi Somud Scolnio 
Sitler Ann Seeley 
Jack A. Serber 
Erne.t M. Shalowit• 
Dr. Sol Sherry 
Fred Shul .... o 
llidooy Shul..,. 
1-.. R. Sieplma• 

=~ ... 
Bert Silver 
J-' & Mark SiD@er 
Dr. LJ._Sil)'der 
HaimM.~n 
Martin W. Spicldor 
M.A.Stut• 
Dr. Arthur I. Staoher1· 
Rev. JohD F. Steinhruck. 
Mr. & Mn. J.lltichael Stem 
Morton J . Tuke 
HermanToohe 
Karla T~evoky 
~b Trabert M.D. 
t~Vetram 
Dr. & Mn. Jacoh Tromhlr.a 
Sam Volkman 
Douala• Wa~!:· · 
M..-t" R. "llllh•l 

W...Wqollal 
Dr. Paul M. Wapoer 
Or. Herbert S. ' 'axman 
Rabbi Uwi1 A. Weintraub 
Michael Evaz» Wdfeld 
Henrietta Wexler 
Dr. Ronald D. Wilbur 
Lonnie Wi.Jeta 
Michael & BoanM WitJin 
Howard Witt 
LouitWoiH 
l)on.Jd Wolp< 
Francr1 Wrobl"welr.i 
Mort Yadin 
Dr. a Mrt. Strvru l.i~t 
Rabbi louit Zivil 
Evelyn J. Tudor 
"{elvin Tudor 
YWJ. Pava 
Harry Lampert 
Gerda Soharf 
Oiane Scolmck 
Sam Sanden 
David Sanden 
HurietROMa 
AI Weiner 
Dr, Rkhard M. Kah• 
Or. Alan Berpr 
Rhoda Adler 
Dooicl L. Alkon. M.D. 
Sunley Andenon 
J)r. Chriatiaa B. AnfinMa 
Dr. Juli .. Axelrod 

Halo Wi-·­Richard-r 
Joaeph Jlen.Eiiyohu 
Dr. Saa.ef..._S..aoq 
Dr. AI .. Borwer 
Dr.-Berman 
Abraham Bwoatein 
Maximiliaa s. Betchl<» .. 
Alan llirkenleld 
Fraac:ine Bluer 
Walter Bluer 
Ann S. Blumenthal 
laidor BIUJ'IIIenthaJ 
Rayablllumeothal 
Dr. Robert Blumenthal 
Harold llobroff 

' Hy J. Brandw~in 
Harry D. Bre1lau 
Harry Cantor 
J rvi,. Cantor 
J.--~Cantnr 

!aloe­
David Carli­
David Civval 
Dr. JackS. Cohefl 
Murray Goben 
Dr. Naomi ConJ 
F..tiMr Davidoff 
Robert Davidoff 
J~rome P. O.vi1 
'fr. & Mrt . Jeronw J. ()it"k 
Gloria DIU~-aca 
Dr. lrvi~ Dtu,., ... 
~nDooor 
Dr. Gerlad Eh.rt"netrm 
Morrit Elttein 
Dora En@elttein 
Harold ER@t"l.111•in 
--'braham Fedt-r 
ReaFeldmaa 
BernardS. Wnhan 
Naomi Levin Gerth•n 
Juli .. GoldherA 
Robert Goldher1f"r , M.ll, 
Dr. Richard Gordon 

. IUdore Grabl!r 
Sarah Graber 
Ahr4ham Grot• 
Dr. Klton Gurvit• 
Markllam..or 
Dr. Eliahu Heldman 
Judith Heldman 
Dr. Pierre A. Hcmkart 
Alaa&chber1 
}lora B. Horowit• 
Geo'"lelbar• 
Harold Kahen 
Dr. Richard M. KohJ, 
Stuart KauHanan . M.ll. 
Eueono Kline 
~riamKllne 
Edward .KopeJowil• 
Irwin J. Kopin. M.D. 
Mr. &Mr1. leoK.n11W"r 
Shoohaona~Cu@J.r 
Harry Lampert 
Dr. Harold Lecar 
Raye liptzin 
William H. Llptsin 
'larperite Mayo 
Jud,e FJi MeU•n 
Sara Mdlan 
){arty M<:-'"·ur~~· h 
Murr...- l'tlilrod 
Carl F: Nathan,~ - P . 
Hr. M.r•h•ll Ni,.nl,..,., 

!maL OW. 
AJIN<IOio­
t~r~ePaJc, 

Dr. Yak-J . P•'• 
Haney PoUard. M n. 
M.rtha R.adoulr.' 
Bernard T . Reanu·k 
I~Vnon': Richtn 
Harriet R011en 
ll•nni Roaenhaurn 
ln·iRfl :\f. R01t.:n.b.u"' 
Hnid L R~n•lr.-wh. \1 0 . 
l~rnard Rubin 
[)r Allen Rutduk 
Ua\id ~acb. ~1.}) 
llu"'ard C. Sado"' •It v 
Janrl Satlnw•lr.' · 
{~ak ~alua · 
Jla.\id Saud.-n 
Sam San.l..-re 
{~rd• Scharf 
llf'rbert 1.. So. h•rf 
l)ia.JW S..·ohuck 
fo:UJene Sch ...... alh 
Jlr . Shoehana ~~al 
Harry Sehur 
Or. & Mr1. SidnP) "h•nli.ma~t 
Paul Silpe 
Joan Silverber• 
Marion Si.lvente1n 
Martin Si.J\Iertt e1 n 
.~rlhur J . Simon 
Bd.JeSimon 
Utter Smith 
~taSmith 
Meyer Steinbo-rs 
MaxSudw-r 
~vlvia Sucher 
J~eph M. Tart1Ua 
l:.:velyn j . Tudor 
\ldvinTudor 
Harold V.. anha'luk ,. 
lrvi111 Warahaw1b 
Jerome \\"arlh41"-lk' 
:-.hrila 1~ianha""''k' 
·\J Wemer 
Rubr rt E. \1 .. 1.,..,, 
\braham \\-eitr.tiHHt 
Phillip Wert ..... I 
Fanny Weitl rllllll 
In in' UriMl,l•n 
HiaiUlf' \\'iNt 

\tu Writth' 
lh· hi \u('r-J 
Hnl.•· r l ,\ddu ... m . \t II. 

P.~RTIAL IJST OF >P< >I'ISORS 

NATIONAL INTERFAITH COMMITI'EE FOR DR. MIKIIAIL SHTERN, 2920 AJwNGTON BLVD., ARLINGTON, VA. 22204 
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THE WHITE HOUSE. 

WASHINGTON 

June 18, 1975 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

FROH: PHILIP BUCHEN~LAJ.Ji. 
SUBJECT: Dr. Mikhail Shtern 

Congressman John Wydler from New York asked Max 
Friedersdorf to have me meet with Ms. Inez ~'leissman, 
\vho is President of the Long Island Committee for 
Soviet Jewry,and with Dr. August Shtern in regard 
to-August's father, Dr. Mikhail Shtern. The father 
is a noted Jewish endocrinologist from-the Ukraine -
who has recently been sentenced by the Ukrainian 
Supr_eme Court to 8 1/2 years of hard labor, after a 
trial on charges brought only after the defendant _ 
declined to persuade his son August from'emigrating · 
to Israel. This case has apparently aroused -
considerable sympathy in this country and has 
resulted in an ad on June 8, 1975, in the New York 
Times and one in the \vashington Post on June 17, l97.5, 
copies of \vhich are attached. 

I also have an English-language account of the facts 
of the case as presented by the prisoner's attorney 
to the Ukrainian Supreme Court, if you care to see_ it. 

The people who called on me would like the help of the 
President or Dr. Kissinger. I have, of course, made 
no co~ment on what, if anything, can be done in this 
regard. I assume that others in the A~uinistration 1 
as well as Members of the Congress, _will be approach_ed 
to help motivate this Administration to act. There­
·fore, I would appreciate your good counsel on what 
should be done to respond to the persons concerned·: -· 

Attachments 



4:30 

.. 

Tuesday 6/17/75 Meeting 
6/18/75 
10 a.m. 

Cong. John Wydler 1s office called back to confirm 
a meeting tomorrow (Wednesday 6/18) at 10 a.m. 
for Dr. August Shtern of Israel. Mrs. Singer's 
mother is ill and won1t be able to come with Dr. Shtern; 
however, the President of the Long Island Committee 
for Soviet Jewry -- Inez Weissman -- will accompany 
him, as well as Miss Grayce Perlbinder. 

I have advised that in the event something is urgently 
scheduled we will call Gloria Pershing in the 
Congressman's office so that the meeting can be 
rescheduled unecessary. 

t l.i 
/ "'. l,:J 

) 

"' 
... ~ 
·) 

225-5516 

225-5516 
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June 16, 1975 

· Dear Jack: 

I have your letter of today • s 
out the ,possibility of Mrs. 

date 
Lynn 
etinq Singer and Dr. Auguat Shtern ' 

with the Counsel to the Preaitl 
on June 16, 17 or 18. 

t 

Your lette~ has been passed al.ong to 
tr. Philip Bucben and you will hear from 
his ,office as aoon as possible. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely, 

Max L. Priedendorf 
Asa~stant to the President 

The Honorable John w. Wydler 
House of Representatives 
·washington, o.c. 20515 

~ncoming to Philip Buchen for further action. 

MLF:VO:vo 
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JOliN W. WYDLER COMMITr'EES; 

FIFTH.01STRICT, NEW YORK SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

• -~- -!'! SUBCOMMnTEES• 
MINORITY FLOOR MANAGER AVIATION AND TRANSPORTATION 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
ENERGY RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT 

AND DEMONSTRATION 

COMMITTEE: ON COMMITTEES 
N.Y. RE:PRESE:NTATIVE: 

Olougr~ss nf tlf~ ~nif~b ~htfts 
~se nf ~presetda:tfues 
~asltittg~ ~L(!J:.. ZU515 

SPACE SCIENCE AND APPLICATION 
DISTRICT OFFICE: 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS t!IO OLD COUNTRY ROAD 
MINEOLA, NEW YORK It !lOt 

TELE:PHONE: CH 8-7676 SUBCOMMrrrEE: 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS AND 
HUMAN RESOURCES 

June 16, 1975 

Mr. Max L. Friedersdorf 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Max: 

My constituent Mrs. Lynn Singer, Vice President of the 
Long Island Committee for Soviet Jewry, 134 Jackson Street, 
Hempstead, New York, has asked my help in arranging a meeting 
with the Counsel to the President, for herself and 
Dr. August Shtern of Israel. 

I understand from Mrs. Singer that Dr. August Shtern is 
a native of the Ukraine who emigrated to Israel. He is currently 
visiting in the United States on behalf of his father, 
Dr. Mikhail Shtern, a noted Jewish endoctrinologist from the 
Ukraine who is a Soviet prisoner-of-conscience, having recently 
been sentenced by the Ukrainian Supreme Court to some 8-1/2 
years at hard labor. 

Mrs. Singer and Dr. August Shtern will be here in Washington 
June 16, 17 and 18th and if at all possible would like to meet 
at that time, or at any other early date, with the Counsel to the 
President to discuss the case of Dr. Mikhail Shtern. 

Any assistance you may properly be able to render on this 
request will be much appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

JWW:gp 

.--------:r6hn w.- wyd.Le 
C Member of Congre~ 

--- . _ ... -
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Dennis Clift is the person who prepared 

this memo for General Scowcroft. 

Clift advises that the person in State 

to talk to is: Mr. Mark Garrison 
~oviet Union Affairs 

I 632-3738 

r~J f/1 
/~ (/ y _f )6 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

July 7, 1975 

PHILIP BUCHEN 

4254 

FROM: BRENTSCOWCROFT~ 
SUBJECT: Dr. Mikhail Shtern 

Thank you for your memorandum of June 18 concerning your recent 
meeting with Mrs. Weissman and Dr. August Shtern, during which they 
sought the help of the President or Secretary Kissinger in behalf of 
Shtern' s father, Dr. Mikhail Shtern. 

Our embassy in Moscow reports that Mikhail Shtern was arrested for 
the economic crime of speculation, but that this arrest was probably 
linked to his own advocacy of the right to emigrate and his son's emi­
gration to Israel. The case is in the hands of the Soviet Government, 
which regards it strictly as an internal matter. Nevertheless, the 
expressions of concern in the U.S. -- a humanitarian concern -- have 
been made known quite clearly to the USSR. We feel that the best way 
to make progress on emigration and humanitarian issues is to continue 
to strengthen our relations with the Soviet Union on a broad front, thus 
encouraging Soviet flexibility and respect for issues so important to the 
United States. 

As you know, the Soviet Union views emigration and criminal cases as 
extremely sensitive elements in our relations and temisto view each 
action in this area -- official or private -- as reflections of U.S. policy. 
I believe, as a general rule, it is in our best interests to turn inquiries 
or requests for meetings concerning Dr. Shtern or other similar cases 
over to the Department of State for action and reply. State is accustomed 
to dealing with these requests and with individuals wishing to express 
their concern over these sensitive cases. Furthermore, the State 
Department is usually aware of the specific circumstances involved 
in each special case and can therefore more appropriately deal with the 
problem. 

·:· 
<',. 

\ 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 
.~ 
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Mr. Phillip Buchen 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen, 

SOVIET JEWRY COMMITTEE OF 

CENTRAL FLORIDA 

1701 Lee Road, #361-L 

Winter Park, Florida 32789 

July 21, 1975 

Before President Ford departs to attend the European Conference on 

Security and Cooperation I appeal to you to use your influence to 

bring an urgent case to his attention. 

Mikhail Edelman and his wife , Feiga, of Riga (Avotu 35, apt.11, Riga, 

Latvian SSR, USSR) have been waiting since 1971 for permission to 

leave the USSR for Israel. For two years he has not received any 

of the many letters sent to him from the USA. His letter of appeal, 

which was brought out of the USSR, is attached and explains his 

situation in full. 

We see the joint Apollo-Soyuz Space Project as the latest expression of 

detante. Let human detente follow! 

I urge you to do your utmost for the Edelmans. Mrs. Edelman's health 

is failing. The President's action for them is the Edelmans only 

hope. 

Shal~ J.l{~ 

Eva L. Ritt (Mrs.David) 

Chairwoman -· SOVIET JEWRY COl\'IMITTEE 

OF CENTP~L FLORIDA 



,..,.,. ______ ~--·----· -·. -

/ • 

Captain Mikhail Edelman , 59 from Riga who has been waiting four 

~ years for exit visa while his daughter and gr andchildr en we r e pe r -

~it~ed to go to Israel describes the situation in the following let !er : 

TO ALL JEWS OF THE WORLD: I, Mikh3il EdelmRn, am 5g years old, 

I live in the USSR, Riga- Avotu 35, apt. 11. My only daughter, 

my grandchildren as well as all the rest of my r elatives and siste rf:' 
• 

of my wife are living in Israel. Until Ma1 ch 1971 I wo 1·ked as a 

captain of a merchant ship. Then our fami l y a pplied fo r elll i gr2t i.on 

to Israel and while my daughter and sisters we r e allowed to le ave, 

my wife and I we r e r e f used . .For the past four y.ears t hese r efusa.ls 

have continued on the grounds of "secrecy" of my fo r mer wo r k. In 

the beginning the KGB set a three year waiting· pe r iod, but since 

then the period has been extended to five year s, s even year s and 

now again to five years. During these ye aj s of wai t inf. I a s a 

person "leading a parasitic and anti-social way of l i fe" had to 

work as a carrier and now I am unemployed. J worked ha r d al l rn .v 

~ife. I became a sailor forty-two yearR ago ?nd since 1946 I s e rv ec~ 

.as a captain with a " br.,ak" in the 1950s (impri s onment under Stal i r 

During the war I spent four years in a Ge r man concent r ation c a ·~•P 

.waiting for death every day. Now I wonde1· whether I wil l live t o 

see my daughter and my grandchildren again. My wi f e, Feiga , now 

fifty-seven used to be a nurse durine the war . She dedicated all 

her life to work and to her family. She is now ve ry il1. Bot h of 

us suffer greatly from the separation f r om ou r de ar one s . Eve ry 

day of our forced detention in the USSR deprives us of our st ~ · engt h 

health and hope. I have exhausted all methods of a.ppeal in the 

USSR and I therefor appeal to 

and request •••• .• Help me go to 

People and my Homeland. 

the world pub! 1c and to my People 

". ~ 
Israel and JO}:Jl my d'~ugh te rs, my 

~ ,. 
o~ 

1:: ~. 

l .), 

Signed: Mikh ,!:> il Edelman 
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Mr. Phillip Buchen 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen, 

SOVIET JEWRY COJ.\TI'·UTTEE OF 

CENTRAL FLORIDA 

1701 Lee Road, #361-L 

Winter Park, Florida 32789 

July 21, 1975 

Before President Ford departs to attend the European Conference on 

Security and Cooperation I appeal to you to use your influence to 

bring an urgent case to his attention. 

TJiikhail Edelman and his wife , Feiga, of Riga (Avotu 35, apt .11, Riga, 

Latvian SSR, USSR) have been waiting since 1971 for permission to 

leave the USSR for Israel. For two years he has not received any 

of the many letters sent to him from the USA. His letter of appeal, 

which was brought· out of the USSR, is attached and explains his 

situat~on in full. -

We see the joint Apollo-Soyuz Space Project as the latest expression o 

detante. Let human detente follow! 

I urge you to do your utmost for the Edelmans. Mrs. Edelman's health 

is failing. The President's action for them is the Edelmans only 

hope. 

• 

Shal~ '/tf~ 
Eva L. Ritt (Mrs.David) 

Chairwoman ~ SOVIET JEWRY CO~rni 

OF CENTP~L FLORIDA 
") 

<,... 
:t;-,.:: 

\~~ i) 



~ 

~ 

• 

Captain Mikhaj~l Edelman , 59 from Riga who bas been wafting four 
~ 

years for exit visa while his daughter and grandchildren were per-
i .'! 

'~itted to go to Israel describes the situation in the following let ~ er: 

.. ~.-+ . 

' 

TO ALL JEWS OF THE WORLD: I, Mikh~il Edelman, am 5g years old. 

I live in the USSR, Riga- Avotu 35, apt. 11. J"iy only daughter, 

my grandchildren as well as all the rest of my relatives and sister~~ 
• 

-of my wife are living in Israel. Until Ma1ch 1971 I wo1 ·ked as a 

_captain of a merchant ship. Then our family applied for ewigr2tion 

to Israel and while my dau.ghter and sisters weye allowed to leave, 

my wife and I were refused. For the past four years these :r-efusals 

:have continued on the:- g:Z::o~nds of "secrecy" of my r6rmer work. In 

the_ beginning the KGlfset -a three year waiting·· period, but since 

' ~ then the period has been extended to five years, seven _ve ars and 

now again to five years. ___ Dur-ing these yec..j s of waitinf.: I as a 

·-- person "leading a . parasitic and anti-social way of life" ha.d to 

· .. work as a carrier and now I am unemployed. I worked hard -all my 

~ife.. I became a sailor -for-ty-two years ago a:nd since _ 1946 I Gervec" 
.-:.. - ··.. .•5. 

as a captain with a " br1:1ak" in the 1950s (imprisonment under Stalir 
.-~:· -;. ' ' t ' 

- During the war I spent four years in a German concen:tra.tion ca·;;,-p 

,waiting for death every day, Now I wonde1· whether I will live to 

; see my daughter and my grandchildren again. Ny wife, Feige., now 

.- fifty-seven used to be a: nurse during, the . war. · She dedicated all 

her life to work and :to her family. She is now very ilJ.; Both of 
' ' 

· ue suffer greatly f:r_'om the separation from our r1ea:r ones. Ever-y 

day of our forced detention in the USSR deprives us of our st~·ength . 

· health and hope. I have exbausted all methods of a.ppeal in the 

USSR and I therefor appeal to the world public' and\ to my People 
.... \ . .. ~ 

·· and request •••• .• Help me go to Israel and join my d}aughters, my 
-£ ' 

\-

People and my Homeland. 
____ _/ 
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MGMWSHT HSA 
1•041842A204 07/24/75 
ICS IPMHEN• HEM 

'''1.1 
western union 

:/'TES POS~ ® 

M .I Q~~ 
a1gram~ = ~ 

01358 MGM HEMPSTEAD NY 
ZIP c0500 

·,}-t 

HON PHI~IP BUCHAN 
WHITE HOUSE PENN AVE 
WASHINGTON OC 20500 

100 01•23 0522P EDT 

U~l(lN TU A POST oFF ~I: "\: AR YOG FOR DE ... JVE RY 

WE ASK YOU TO USE YOUR GOOD OFFICES TO SUGGEST TO 
PRESIDENT FORD THAT AS A REQUISITE FOR HIS ATTENOENCE AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN HELStNSKI, THE CAUSE Or SOVIET 
JEWRY BE ON THE AGENDA, AND A CONSTRUCTIVE CONCLUSION BE 
NECESSARY~· I,E, THE RIGHT OF ALL THOSE WHO HAVE APPLIED FOR 
EMIGRATION B~ GRANTED VISAS, AND THOSE WHOSE INVITATIONS HAVE 
NOT YET SEEN DELIVERED RECEIVE THEM WITH PERMISSION, WE ALSO ASK 
THAT THE CASE OF DR MIKHAIL SHTERN BE INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA, 

~*****-¥ 

WE FEEL THAT IT IS IRONIC THAT A CONFERENCE CALLED ON BEHALF OF 
REUNIPICATION AND FREEDOM FOR ALL DOES NOT INCLUDE THE CAUSE OF THE 
JEWS IN THE SOVIET UNION, WE TAKE THE PRIVILEGE OF ASKING YOU TO 
INT~RCEDE DUE TO OUR MEETING WITH YOU AND YOUR INTEREST IN THE 
CASE OF 0~ MIKHAIL SHTERN 

UNION Of COUNCI~S 0~ SOVIET JEWS 

011q4 f:.ST 

MGMWSHT HSA 

it. ~. ( ~:J 

---

<' 
\ 

v 

Rl:' ... Y BY MAIL' 1-'iAM- bft RE vE --.t:>E SICt F-0 l •In ·, E ilN UNION'S TOLL - F RE:E: PHONE: NU'IIlBERS 

~ 
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.. 

July 25, 1975 

Dear Mr. Garrison: 

Enclosed is correspondence involvinq the 
cue of Mikhail Edelman and his wife. 
At the smae time, I am also sending you 
a copy of my memo to General Scowcroft 
and his reply to me in the case of 
Dr. Mikhail Shtern. 

I assume that these cases have already 
CCIIM to your attention, but if there 
are any further steps that are desirable, 
I trust you will take over. 

Sincerely, 

Philip w. Buchan 
Counsel to the President 

Mr. Mark Garrison 
Director 
Office of Soviet Onion 
Affairs 

Roma 4217 
Department of State 
Washington, D. c. 20520 

Enclosures 

. "" 

~ 

-

<:,.\ 
~ 



J\aly 25, 1975 

Dear Jlr • Garri80D I 

&Daloeed ia ao~ ia'folriag t:he 
oaae of llikbail B4a1•a ad his wife. 
At: tile - U.., I - alM a.Ddiag you 
a copy of ay .-o to GeDeral Sca.croft 
ud Ja1a nply to - ia t:be cue of 
~. lli.khall aura. 
I ..- tbat: t:hue oa- have already 
_.. to your at.~Uoa, but if tMre 
are aay f.nher au.p. tbat an dealrable, 
:t truat. you vUl take ~. 

Mr. Hark Gan"i801l 
Di.nctor 

SiAcerely, 

Office of Scwiet Uaioa 
Affair• 
-- t217 
Depara.Dt. of State 
WAahiDg~, D. C. 20520 

Baoloaarea 
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July 25, 1975 

Dear Mr.. Garrison: 

Eneloaed ia correapo»dence iavol.'f'in<J the 
case of Miltbai~ Bdelltt&n and his wife. 
At. th-e saae tJ.me, I Ul: also sending you 
a c::opy of my saemo· t.o General Scowcr-oft 
And bis reply to me in the case of 
Dr. Mikhail Shtern. 

I aa•~ that: these cases have already 
eaae to your at:t.ention, but if there 
are any further steps that are desirable, 
I trust you will take over. 

Sincerely~ 

Philip W. Buchen 

J' 

COUnsel to the President 

ttt. HArk Garrison 
Director 
Office of soviet Union 
Affairs 

Rola 4217 
Department o"f State 
Hash1nqton, D. c. 20520 

Bnclo•oru 

r ~ c~ i 

<,, 

"'; 

~ 

-----:----~-"WT-r~~:r-~, 
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Jul.y 25, 1915 

Dear Mr. Garr uon: 

Encloaed ia correapondence iavolving the caa• of Mikhail Sdelman and his wife. 
At the .... tilte, I aa alao sending you 
a copy of Dll'..., to Gener-.1. Scowcroft 
aDd bia repl.y to me in the case of 
Dr. Mikhail Shtern .. 

1 aaaua.e that the.. caaea have already caae t.o your att.enUon. but if there are any furtber ateps that are deain.b~e, I trust you vill take over. 

Mr. Mark Garrison 
Director 

S.lacerel.y, 

Philip w. Buchen 
Coun.el to the President 

Offtca of soviet Union 
Affai.ra 

ao.a 4217 
Departaent of State 
WUhlngton, D. c. 20520 

bcloaure.s 

..,.ai:u • ' <_,. 
o_ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 26, 1975 

Dear Mrs. Ritt: 

Thank you very much for your letter of July 21, 1975, concerning 
the case of Mikhail Edelman and his wife of Riga. 

The President is deeply concerned for those unable to exercise 
funda·mental human rights -- including the ri~ht of e·migration. 
The upcoming Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
which the President will soon be attending represents a step 
forward in improving relationships between the Soviet Union, 
on the one hand, and the United States and the North Atlantic 
J:reaty Organization (NATO) allies, on the other. 

Although the proposed declaration will not necessarily bring a 
solution to the proble·ms you pose, it will represent a step forward ­
toward reunification of families and toward increased human con­
tacts and flow of information among the nations involved. In this 
way, the views of the U. S. Government and of organizations like 
yours may in time be more effectively conveyed and could alleviate 
the situation about which you are particularly concerned. I a ·m at 
the same time sending a copy of your correspondence to the State 
Department. 

Mrs. David (Eva) L. Ritt 
Chairwoman 
Soviet Jewry Co·mmittee 

of Central Florida 

Sincerely, 

11?!tv.~~ 
Counsel to the President 

1701 Lee Road, tf361-L 
Winter Park, Florida 32789 

~ /' ,. 

cc: Mr. Mark Garrison 
Department of State 

~· ;;c) 
~ 

.) .J 
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western union 

NY 100 07•23 0522P EDT 

-·.;! . :. ... .. ,.~.\. 

WE ASK YOU TO USE YOUR GOOD OFFICES TO SUGGEST TO 

.............. . ....-... _ 
.: • .. , ·' ·, -'·..: ..... ;:. "'! :)::L. 

PRESIDENT FORD THAT AS A REQUISITE FOR HIS A~TENDENCE AT THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN HELSINSKI, THE CAUSE OF SOVIET JEWRY BE ON THE AGENDA, AND A CONSTRUCTIVE CONCLUSION BE NECESSARY•• I.E. THE RIGHT OF ALL THOSE WHO HAVE APPLIED FOR EMIGRATION BE GRANTED VISAS, AND THOSE WHOSE INVITATIONS HAVE NOT YET BEEN DELIVERED RECEIVE THEM WITH PERMISSION, WE ALSO ASK THAT THE CASE OF DR MIKHAIL SHTERN BE INCLUDED ON THE AGENDA, 

* .-.­••• •••• 

WE FEEL T~AT IT IS IRONIC THAT A CONFERENCE CALLED ON BEH~LF OF REUNIFICATION A~1D FREEDOM FOR ALL DOES NOT INCLUDE THE CAUSE OF THE JEWS IN THE SOVIET UNION, WE TAKE THE PRIVILEGE OF ASKING YOU TO INTERCEDE DUE TO OUR MEETING WITH YOU AND YOUR INTEREST IN THE CASE OF OR MIKHAIL SHTERN 
UNION OF COUNCI~S OF SOVIET JE~S 

--
01:44 EST 

MGMitiSHT HSA 

lf::J , ..... 
.•. 

··~ ~,, 

;.,.I 
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UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS 

Hon. Philip Buchan 
The White House 
Washington D.C 

Dear IV"Lr. Buchan, 

134 Jackson Street, Room 403 
Hempstead, New York 11550 

(516) 538-5454 
(SlG) 741-8077 

July 24, 1975 

I would like to again thank you for allowing us 
to meet with you and disc;uss the tragic case of 
Dr. Mikhail Shtern. We feel that the Internation­
al Conference, to be held in Helsinki, serves as 
prime time for discussion of the general problems 
of Soviet Jews and the particular case of Dr. 
Mikhail Shtern. To ignore these issues would be 
a deceit. 

We appeal to you to use your good offices to sug­
gest to the President the need for the inclusion 
of Soviet Jewry in the Helsinki agenda. 

Thank you for your concern and sympathies for the 
plight of Soviet Jews. 

IW:rw 
enc. 

Sincerely, 

Inez Weissman 
President 

' · 

A N 1 NT E R N AT 1 o N A 1 F F n F R AT toN n F n 1 r A T F n To T ~ F r. n tl 1 "1 r: T ~A v or.:"' o • r.: r.. "' ' " 
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UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS Long Island Committee for Soviet Jewry 134 Jackson Street, suite 403 Hempstead, New York 11550 (516) 538-5454 
(516) 741-8077 

for immediate release: July 24, 19 
UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS APPEALS TO FORD TO INCLUDE SGVIET JEWRY ISSUE AND CASE OF Dh. ~IIKHAIL SH'l'ERN IN HELSINKI AGENDA The national Union of Councils for Soviet Jews, with its headquarter: in Hempstead, New York, appeals to President Ford for the inclusion of the problems of Soviet Jews, and particularly the case of Dr. l'f! ik· hail Shtern, the imprisoned Jewish endocrinologist who was sentenced to eight years in a Soviet labor camp on trumped up charges of bribe: , of two chickens, one goose, some vegetables, 70 eggs, and 770 rubles over a twenty year period, in the agenda of the International Confer· ence to be held next week in Helsinki. 
While visitinc the United States, Dr. Au~ust Shtern, the son ' of Dr. Mikhail Shtern, had met with Philip Buchan, the top legal advisor to President Ford in a Vfuite House meeting, along with officers of the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews. At that meeting, Mr. Buchan showE:. great interest in the case of Dr. Shtern, and the Union of Councils for_Soviet Jews feels that the time has come for White House action. Although the International Conference in Helsinki has been called on behalf of the problems of "reunification and freedom of all people," the Soviet Jewry question has been deliberately left out. I\Is. Inez Weissman, president of the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews and the Long Island Committee for Soviet Jewry stated: 

We feel that it would be a grave deceit to hold an international conference on 'reunification and freedom' and ignore the problem of Soviet Jews. The Soviet Union has, in the past months, ·in­creased the harrassment of Jews, from the denial cf visas to the incarceration of innocent men like Dr. Shtern. The President must not allow the Helsinki conference to be a mockery, but sub­stantive results pertaining to the Soviet Jewry issue must be forthcoming. Although the Soviet Union has, in the past, been a signatory to many documents deploring inhumane practices and sup porting the right of freedom for all people, such as the Human Rights Declaration of the United Nations, in its practices, the Russian government has not adhered to its signature. We thus as ' that President Ford not only demand that meaningful resolutions on behalf of Soviet Jews be passed and signed, but also carried out. 
The various member councils of the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews, who are situated throughout the United States, have not only appealed to the President, but have asked their congressmen and senators to usc their good offices and relations with the President to insure the pla-cing of Soviet Jewry in the Helsinki agenda. · •. '~-. . 
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Mr. Phillip Buchen 
The \'/hi te House 
\'/ashington, D.C. 

Dear Nr. Buchen, 

• 

SOVIET JEWRY COT-ITHTTEE OF 
CENTRAL FLORIDA 

1701 Lee P.oad, #361-L 
Winter Park, Florida 32789 
July 21, 1975 

Before President Ford departs to attend the European Conference on 
- I 

Security .and Cooperation I appeal to you to use your influence to 
bring an urgent case to his attention. 

Nikhail Edelman and his wife , Feiga, of Riga (Avotu 35, apt .11, Riga : 
Latvian SSR, USSR) have been waiting since 1971 for permission to 
leave the USSR for Israel. For two years he has not received any 
of the many letters sent to him from the USA. His letter of appeal, 
which \vas brought · out of the USSR, is attached and explains his 
situation in full. 

We see the joint Apollo-Soyuz Space Project as the latest expression 
detante. Let human detente follow! 

I urge you to do your utmost for the Edelmans. Nrs. Edelman's health 
is failing. The President's action for them is the Edelmans only 
hope. 

' 

Shal~/tf~ 
Eva L. Pitt (Hrs.David) 
Chairwoman - SOVIET JEWRY COHM 
OF CENTP-AL FLORIDA' (' .· 

c: 
' 
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MEJ\'IORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

July 7, 1975 

PHILIP BUCHEN 

4254 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

BRENTSCOWCROFTt21=l 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 
Dr. Mikhail Shtern 

Thank you for your memorandum of June 18 concerning your recent meeting with Mrs. Weissman and Dr. August'Shtern, during which they sough.t the help of the President or Secretary Kissinger in behalf of Shtern' s father, Dr. Mikhail Shtern. 

Our embassy in Moscow reports that Mikhail Shtern was arrested for the economic crime of speculation, but that this arrest was probably linked to his own advocacy of the right to emigrate and his son's emi­gration to Israel. The case is in the hands of the Soviet Government, which regards it strictly as an internal matter. Nevertheless, the expressions of concern in the U.S. -- a humanitarian concern -- have been made known quite clearly to the USSR. We feel that the best way to make progress on emigration and humanitarian issues is to continue to strengthen our relations with the Soviet Union on a broad front, thus encouraging Soviet flexibility and respect for issues so important to the United States. 

As you know, the Soviet Union views emigration and criminal cases as extremely sensitive elements in our relations and tendsto view each action in this area -- official or private --as reflections of U.S. policy. I believe, as a general rule, it is in our best interests to turn inq,liries or requests for meetings concerning Dr. Shtern or other similar cases over to the Deparbnent of State for action and reply. State is accustomed 
to dealing with these requests and with individuals wishing to express their concern over these sensitive cases. Furthermore, the State Departrnent is usually aware of the specific circumstances involved in each special case and can therefore more appropriately deal with the problem. · 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

h. Fo,..-.o I~.... . ,::_\ 
-..; UJ \ 
, .. 
,u 

' 
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THC:: WHilE. HOUSE. 

WASHiNGTON 

June 18, 1975 

HEHQR.r..: .. mm•l FOR: BREN'i' SCm-ICROFT 

FRON: PHILIP BUCHEN~~-1:?. 
SUBJECT: Dr. Mikhail Shtern 

Congressman John Wydler from New York asked Max 
Friedersdorf to have me meet with Ms. Inez Weissman, 
who is President of the Long Island Committee for 
Soviet Jev.;ry, and \vi th Dr. August Shtetn in regard 
to August's father, · or. r•!ikhail Shtern. The father 
is a noted Jewish endocrinologist fromthe Ukraine -
who has recently been sentenced by the Ukrainian 
Supreme Court to 8 l/2 years of hard labor, after a 
trial on charges brought only after the defendant 
declined to persuade his son August from - emigrating· 
to Israel. This case has apparently aroused 
considerable sympathy in this country and has 
resulted in an ad on June 8, 1975, in the New York 
Times and one in the Washington Post on June 17, l975 1 copies of r,.;hich are attached. 

I also have an English-language account of the facts 
of the case as presented by the prisoner's attorney 
to the Ukrainian Supr~~e Court, if you care to see it. 
The people who called on me ·,.;ould like the help of the 
President or Dr. Kissinger. I have, of cburse, 6ade 
no corr .. .-·:tent on t.vha t, if c.ny":~ing, can be done in this 
regard. I assume that ot~ers in the A&~inistration, 
as well as Members of the Congress, will be approach~d 
to help motivate this ACL-ninistration to act. There­
~ore, I would appreciate your good counsel on what 
should be done to respond to the persons concerned.· · -

Attachments 

•·' 
'i_\•' • \ .) 
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June J.6, 1975 

· . 

. - Dear Jack: 

I have your letter of today'a date 
about the poasihill t:y of ·.t,irs. L~""l 
Singer and Dr. August Shtern meetinq 
with the COunsel to the President 
on June 16, 17 or 13. 

Your letter has been passed along to 
Hr. Philip Buchen and you will hear from 
his office as soon as possiblEf-

' · Wi t..'l killdest regards, 

Sincerelyi 

.-.. ·.·· .- :~ 

- "\ ;- "j 
t - . •• \ . i l.tax L. Prl.edersdorf 

Assistant to the President 

-, .: ~ . 
·-:. .... ~ 

-~ ' .. 

·· ~ 

'l'h& Honorable John "ttl. Wydler 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D~C. 20515 

/.~coming to Philip Buchen for further action. 

MLF:VO:vo 

' I 

· . 
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·~W(T':""':'S~ 
.-RITY Fl-OOR MANAG ER 

@utt.sress .of ii!£ ~nifco ~±atez 
~-louse of rupresentufibe.s 
~«slzin,gtnu, ,P.QL 20515 

AVIATION AN :l ~ \ '-"'•·''"\."" TATI O N 
A £:SEARCH A '-0 C€" i .. _, .. ,.M ENT 

::MITTEZ ON COMMITTEES 
N .'l. R£TRESENTATIVE 

OISTIIICT OFFICE: 

150 OLO COUNTRY ROAD 
MIN:...OLA . NEW YORK 11~01 

TELEPHONE: CH 8-7675 

June 16, 1975 

Mr. Max L. Friedersdorf 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear ~.ax: 

eNERGY A E,.5.EA"'C-'-~ .. ~' '!.\..OPMENT 
AND O E: M..:'~""'-$T"'!'r' Tl \JN 

SPAC£ SCIENCE A'-" A.~ICATION 

GOVERNMENT o~RATIONS 

SUIJtr,..'"'\,..._,~ 

INTERGOVERN,.SO.'T.H .. !< >::..AnONS AND 
HUMANR~~">> 

My constituent Hrs. Lynn Singer, Vice President of the Long Island Committee for Soviet Jewry, 13~ Jackson Street, Hempstead, New York, has asked my help in cfrranging a meeting -with the Counsel to the President, for herself and Dr. August Shtern of IsraeL. 

, I understand from Mrs. Singer that Dr. August Shtern is a 'native of the Ukraine \·7ho emigrated to . Israel. He is currently visiting in the United States on behalf of his father, Dr. llikhail Shtern, a noted Je\dsh endoctrinologist from the Ukraine w·ho is a Soviet prisoner-of-conscience, having recently been sentenced by the Ukrainian Supreme Court to some 8-1/2 years at hard labor. 

Mrs. Singer and Dr. August Shtern will be here in l-lashington June 16, 17 and 18th and if at all possible would like to meet at that time, or at any other early date, \-7i th the Counsel to the President to discuss the case of Dr. Mikhail Shtern. 

Any assistance you may properly be able to render on this request will be much appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Jl-lt-l:gp 

~ohn l-1.-Hyarer-;:::- · 
~ Member of Congre_:, 

. - - . -- . -- -
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J'uly '26, 1915 

Dear Mr... Ritt: 

Tballk yo\1 very much tor you le"er of $llly .Zl, 1915., eOllceralaa 

the caae of :LUklla&U Edt1lmae. aad hh ..Ue of £Uaa. 

Th• Pretideat ia deeply c:oncerhd for tboae UMble to exer~·he 

fuudameatal h.maa rlah.ta .... lachn.U.., the rlaht of amlaratioa. 
Ttv~ opcomlq Collfer•a<;• oa Seeurlty ud Cooperattcm bt Evo)N& 
which 1M Pre•l4oClt will aooa b6 atteadiac repl"eaelltt a atep 
tonvaJ'4 lia lmpronaa r(#}atto••hlpl betw~UI!ll u... SoYiet Uoloa. 
oa the oae llud, an~ die Unltcd State• aa<f tlae North Atla•tlc 
T .J'eaty 01"Jallbatioa (NATO) aUle•, oa tbe otAer. 

lthoaJh tae propoat~ttl <hsc:laratiOJt. will oot 11eceaaarUy bl"iq a 
aolatioa to the problem• yog pote, lt ·wlll r.preaeat a ·*'•P forward 

-to•t:rd reaatncatloa of t~t•• aud towaJ'd lnel'ea••d hamaa c.oa· 
tact. aad flow of tDtor~tlOJa amoaa ·tlle ·uUoaa la¥OlYed. lr:a thlt 

••1• ·the ...tewa ot the u. S. Go•er&mHtl'lt aud of oraaotcatloaa ltke 
'f'0\\1'1 may ta time be mol'e eftecti•el,. coa.-eyed aad could alleviate 

the 'aitatioa about w&Ucb. 'fOG .ar• parttcel&1'ly cOiacera•d. I •m at 

the '•am• tune aodlat a copy of fOU correas)M)adeac« to dut State 

~partrn•at. 

r ,e. DaYld. (Eva) L. lUtt 
Claalrwomaa 
Sovl•t :1 eW'l'Y Cotna3ltte 

of Ceatral Florida 
1101 Lee aoat3. ll36l·L 
Wblter P.rk, Florida ,J%?99 

~c: Mza. Mark G.a.l'rl•oD 
O~partmttot ot State 

SJ.acerely, 

PhU~p W. Duehtte 
OUI\Iel to the Pl'eeldeat: 

Ufr[) 

<,.. 
t)l 
7 
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July 28, 1975 

Dear Me. Weiaama.n a 

Your mailq:raa concerning the Preai~ent' a visit to 
the International Confe:rence in Helsinki did not 
reach • until. Saturday, July 26, after the 
President's departure. 

Although the iaauea you raise are not on the agenda 
for specific diacwaaton in the limited tim• avail­
able for private .meetinqa between the President and 
General Secretary Breabnev, the general nature of 
the proposed declaration on Security and COOperation 
in Europe does offer considerable hope. It will 
represent a step forward toward reunification of 
famtUes and toward 1ncreaaed human contacts and 
flow of inforaation aaon9 the nations involved .. 
In thia way, the views of organization• like yours 
uy be more effectivel.y conveyed and can alleviate 
the ait.uation about which you are particularly 
concerned.. 

Thank you for your expreaaiona of intereat and 
concern. 

Ma. Inttz Weis.-.n 
President 

Sincerely, 

Philip w. Buchen 
counael to the Pr•sident. 

Union of councila for Soviet Jewa 
134 Jackson Street 
:Room 403 
llaapat.ead, tiew York 11550 
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UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS 

Hon. Philip Buchan 
The White House 
Washington D.C 

Dear lVIr. Buchan, 

134 jackson Street, Room 403 
Hempstead, New York 11550 

(516) 538-5454 
(516) 741-8077 

July 24, 1975 

I would like to again thank you for allowing us 
to meet with you and discuss the tragic case of 
Dr. Mikhail Shtern. We feel that the Internation­
al Conference, to be held in Helsinki, serves as 
prime time for di s cussion of the general problems 
of Soviet Jews and the particular case of Dr. 
Mikhail Shtern. To ignore these issues would be 
a deceit. 

We appeal to you to use your good offices to sug­
gest to the President the need for the inclusion 
of Soviet Jewry in the Helsinki agenda .. 

Thank you for your concern and sympathies for the 
plight of Soviet Jews. ·. 

IW:rw 
enc. 

Sincerely, 

AN INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION DEDICATED TO THE GOAL "LET MY PEOPLE GO!" 
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UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS Long Island Committee for Soviet Jewry 134 Jackson Street, suite 40J Hempstead, New York 11550 (516) 538-5454 
(516) 741-8077 

• 

for immediate release: 
July 24, 197~ UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS APPEALS TO FORD TO INCLUDE SOVIET JEWRY ISSUE .AND CASE OF Dh. MIKHAIL SHTERN IN HELSINKI AGENDA The national Union of Councils for Soviet Jews, with its headquarters in Hempstead, New York, appeals to President Ford for the inclusion of the problems of Soviet Jews, and particularly the case of Dr. Mik­hail Shtern, the imprisoned Jewish endocrinologist who was sentenced to eight years in a Soviet labor camp on trumped up charges of briberj of two chickens, one goose, some vegetables, 70 eggs, and 770 rubles over a twenty year period, in the agenda of the International Confer­ence to be held next week in Helsinki. 

While visi tine the Uni.ted States, Dr. August Shtern, . the son of Dr. Mikhail Shtern, had met with Philip Buchan, the top legal advisor to President Ford in a White House meeting, along with officers of the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews. At that meeting, ~~. Buchan showed great interest in the case of Dr. Shtern, and the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews feels that the time has come for White House action. Although the International Conference in Helsinki has been called on behalf of the problems of "reunification and freedom of all people," the Soviet Jewry question has been deliberately left out. ~Is. Inez Weissman, president of the Union of Councils for Soviet Jews and the Long Island Committee for Soviet ~ewry stated: 
We feel that it would be a grave deceit to hold an international conference on 'reunification and freedom' and ignore the problems of Soviet Jews. The Soviet Union has, in the past months, -in- . creased the harrassment of Jews, from the denial cf visas to the incarceration of innocent men like Dr. Shtern. The President must not allow the Helsinki conference to be a mockery, but sub­stantive results pertaining to the Soviet Jewry issue must be forthcoming. Although the Soviet Union has, in the past, been a signatory to many documents deploring inhumane practices and sup­porting the right of freedom for all people, such as the Human Rights Declaration of the United Nations, in its practices, the Russian government has not adhered to its signature. We thus ask that President Ford not only demand that meaningful resolutions on behalf of Soviet Jews be passed and signed, but also carried out. 

The various member councils c;>f the Union of Councils for Soyiet Jews, who are situated throughout the United States, have not only., appealed to the President, but have asked their congressmen and senators to use their good offices and relations with the President to ins~re the pla­cing of Soviet Jewry in the Helsinki agenda. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 31, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: BILL BAROODY 

FROM: PHILIP BUCHEN~UJ.13. 
Attached is an incoming letter from the 
Union of Councils for Soviet Jews 
requesting me to address its annual 
con~erence on August 29 - September 1, 
1975, in Hempstead, New York. 

I plan to decline but am submitting this 
letter to you for advice as to whether 
I should offer someone else from the 
Administration to appear. 

Attachment 

. ~· 

·~ ·~ 

, ( r 
~; v~t 
r~F~.v-

~· F u . • , I;; 

'(' -Ill' 
~7 

:i · 



.. 

OFFICERS 

!Ill' / ~'h·f ... ~!lld li 

PRCS IOI:-N I 

D1 l'l<>lii 'IIWolf 
hi V ICE PRESIOEN r 

Si F1 tnn!-.in 
2nd V ICt -PRESI OE:N r 

l rf'ne l\1anf!kof , kv 
3'rl VICE PRESIDENT 

L vnn S1n9e' 
TREASURER 

MEMBERS OF 
STEERING COMMITTEE 

Or. Lou is Rosenblum 
Howard Wexler 

Stuart Wuttman 

ME M BE R C 0 UNCI LS 

Wes tern Region 

Ari1ona CounCil 
on Sov1e t Jews 

Bay Aren Cou ncil 
on Soviet Jewry 

San Diego Council 
for Soviet Jewry 

Southern Californ•a 
Counci l lor Sov1et Jews 

Soviet Jewry Action Group 

Cen tral Region 

Cinc1nnati Council 
for Sovi~t Jewry 

Cleveland Council on 
Soviet AntiSemitism 

Detroi t Committee 
for Soviet Jewry 

Omaha Commi ttee 
fo r Sov iet Jewry 

Eastern Region 

Action fo r Soviet Jewry 
(Boston ) 

Greater Philadelphia Council 
for Soviet Jews 

Long Island Com•nittec for 
So·Jiet Jewry 

Oceanfront Counci l 
for Soviet Jews 

So.,th Florida Conference 
on Soviet JN JrY 

Washington Committee 
for Soviet Jewry 

• 

UNION OF COUNCILS FOR SOVIET JEWS 

Hon. Philip Buchan 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchan, 

134 Jackson Street, Room 403 
Hempstead, New York 11550 

(516) 538-5454 
(516) 741-8077 

July 29, 1975 

The Union of Councils for Sov iet Jews is holding 
its annual conference on August 29 through Sep­
tember 1, 19?5, at the Holiday Inn, Hemps tead, 
New York, for the purpose of rev iewing the cur­
rent status of Jews in the Sovie t Union. Our 
members represent councils throughout the United 
States. 

It would be our pleasure to have you address the 
conference on Saturday, August JO, as a spokes­
man for the President and the Administration. 
Our national membership wo u ld look forward to 
the privilege of meeting with you and hearing 
your remarks. 

We eagerly await your response and thank you fo r 
your consideration. 

Sincerely , 

~n-> J:fir 
Lynn Singer 

LS:rw ~
(,,.;' • F & ~·() 2\ 
Y. roJ 
~) .~~ 0~ 



July a6, 1975 

TbaDk yo-o very much for your letter of July Zl, 1975, conceralnc 
the ea•e of Mtkbatl Edelman ud hl• wife of JUga. 

The Pra1ldent b deeply concel'ud for tho•• wable to exerctee 
fundamental human rlaht• ·- iactludlq the ript of emiarad.an. 
T.he apcomt.Da CoDfereuce on Seev.rlty aad Cooperatt.OD lr1 Euope 
'Wblch the PJ"eaideat will •oon be atteadiq repreaeat• a 1tep 
forwud lalmprovta1 relatlon•hlpa betweeD the Soviet Ualon. 
oa the oae hand, aad the Ualted State• aad the North Atlaatlc 
Treaty Oraui•atloa (NATO) aUlea, oa the other. 

Altbo8th the propo1ed declaration will aot nece1 aarUy briq a 
aolutl.oD to the poblem• yoa po••• it wll1 repr•••at a ~ forward 
toward rewalftcatloa ef funtli•• u.d toward lncrea•ed humaa eon­
tact• aacl flew olbllonnatloa amoaa the u.tloaa ilWOlved. In thl• 
way, the Yiewa of tlae U. s. Ciovermnent aod of oraaDleatioaa Uke 
you• may in time be mol"e effectively eoaveyed aacl could alleviate 
the at.tutlon about whicb you at'e pal"tlcelarly conceraed. l am at 
the •am• tbne •eadla& a cop-y of you correapoodeace to the State 
Department. 

Mr1. David (Eva) L. lUtt 
Cbalrwomaa 
So~et 1 ewry Committee 

of Ceatral J'lorida 
1701 Lee Road. #361-L 
Wimer Park. norida 31789 

cct Mr. Mark Qarrbon 
Departmel\t of State 

.. 

Sluerely, 

PhWp W. Buchen 
Cou.uel to the Preaident 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 9, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mr. Mark J. Garrison 
Director, Office of Soviet Union Affairs 

Per our conversation, I have enclosed at Tab A the most recent 
letter which Mr. Buchen received from Mrs. Ritt, Chairwoman­
Soviet Jewry Committee. Mrs. Ritt' s December 22 letter men­
tions a couple named Tamara and ·Emanuel Neifach, in addition to 
the Edelmans. 

Enclosed at Tab B is a copy of Mr. Buchen's July 26 letter to 
Mrs. Ritt in which he mentions the upcoming Helsinki conference 
as a hopeful sign for the reunification of families. 

Your advice as to how to handle the December 22 letter would be 
much appreciated. In particular, we would need your direction 
on how to respond to Mrs. Ritt' s statement about the Helsinki 
Agreement and on whether there is anything positive we can report 
about the Edelmans 1 exit visa problems. 

Thank you. 

Associate Counsel to th resident 

,._· i,. f)oli() 
r'.:;'J C:. 

f • .;: 0) 

I~ ~ 
i"J ~ 
•. ,p .:e. 
\ " "'· ... ,-..,.._...,., .... 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 26, 1975 

Dear Mrs. Ritt: 

Thank you very much for your letter of July 21, 1975, concerning 
the case of Mikhail Edelman and his wife of Riga. 

The President is deeply concerned for those unable to exercise 
funda·mental human rights -- including the right of emigration. 
The upcoming Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
which the President will soon be attending represents a step 
forward in improving relationships between the Soviet Union, 
on the one hand, and the United States and the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) allies, on the other. 

Although the proposed declaration will not necessarily bring a 
solution to the problems you pose, it will represent a step forward · 
toward reunification of families and toward increased human con­
tacts and flow of information among the nations involved. In this 
way, the views of the U. S. Government an~ of organizations-like 
yours may in time be more effectively conveyed and could alleviate 
the situation about which you are particularly concerned. I am at 
the same time sending ~ copy of your correspondence to the State 
Department. 

Mrs. David (Eva) L. Ritt 
Chairwoman 
Soviet Jewry Committee 

of Central Florida 
1701 Lee Road, #361-L 
Winter Park, Florida 32789 

cc: Mr. Mark Garrison 
Department of State 

Sincerely, 

i!d!&.~~ 
Counsel to the President 

./<~) <;;.. • l ...... , 

t.:;:' (... 
k~ ~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 27, 1976 

Dear Mrs. Ritt: 

Thank you for your letter of December 22 in which you discuss 
the plight of the Mikhail Edelman and Emanuel Neifach families 
of Riga, who have been refused Soviet exit permission to emi­
grate to Israel. 

The Soviet Government is well aware of the deep concern of the 
American people and Government about the situation of Soviet 
Jews refused the right to leave the USSR and settle in the country 
of their choice. We believe our Government's sustained support 
for the principle of free emigration and our raising of this human 
rights issue with Soviet officials at all levels have been important 
factors influencing Soviet policies which have made it possible for 
over 100,000 Soviet Jews to emigrate since 1971. However. the 
U.S. Government has no standing to raise individual cases of 
Soviet citizens who wish to depart the USSR for Israel. We do. 
of course, make frequent representations with the Soviet author­
ities via our Embassy in Moscow on behalf of individuals who have 
applied to leave for the United States, and we hope our more 
general efforts to promote freedom of emigration will benefit 
families such as the Edelmans and Neifachs. 

Although the Final Act of the Conference in Helsinki is not a treaty 
with legally binding commitments, it does set standards for the 
behavior of the signatories in a number of areas, including human 
rights. Seen in this context we believe it represents an important 
step which lends added support to our interest in promoting concepts 
such as family reunification. 

-.} ·~'u 

····) 

(J; 

.·'}.'' .. .. 



... ., -

2 

I sincerely hope that the Edelman and Neifach families are reunited 
very soon. 

Sincerely, 

rz~.~ 
Counsel to the President 

Mrs. David Ritt 
Chairwoman-Soviet Jewry Committee 
Central Florida Jewish Community Council 
851 North Maitland Avenue 
Maitland, Florida 32 7 51 

',) r,;' 

\'• 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 392 

January 20, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR BOBBIE GREENE KILBERG 

Jeanne W. Davis,H/1 FROM: f Reply to Mrs. Ritt SUBJECT: 

By memorandum of January 9, you requested the Department of 
State to provide a recommended reply to a letter received by Mr. 
Buchen from Eva L. Ritt,of the Central Florida Jewish Community 
Council (Tab B). 

We concur in the proposed reply which the Department of State has 
forwarded (at Tab A). 

,,... J u :,~<) 
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Central Florida Jewish Community Council 
851 NORTH MAITLAND AVENUE I MAITLAND, FLORIDA 32751/305 645-5933 

December 22, 1975 

Mr. Phillip Buchen 

Counsel to the President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen, 

I wisA to bring two cases of severe suffering to President 

Fora's attention. 

Zipperah ancl Mikhail Edelman (ATotu 35~apt.11, RIGA,LATVI.AN 

SSR,USSR) have been waiting over six years to emigrate to Israel to 

be reunited with their only daughter and her family. Recently the 

OVIR (RIGA, LATVIAN SSR, USSR) has hinted at the possiblity of issuing 

them an exit permit in January, 1976. A letter from the President to 

the OVIR urging thea to issue the Edelmans their exit vis~ is of a 

great urgency and woulcl be of supreme help! 

llso in RIGA are T.amara and Emanuel Ileifach (Suvorova st. 

N.o .113,. Apt. 51, RIGA, LATVIAN SSR, USSR) anQ. their daughter-in-law 

Maria. Maria expects aer firat child in two months. Her husband has 

been in Israel since October,1975. The Neifachs have been waiting_ 12 
' .. >, 

years fer permission to emigrate to Israel. Agailt I ask !of Presi'~nt 
' (} ' .. )_"-__ /f"' •. 



··· · - Central Florida Jewish Community Council 
851 NORTH MAITLAND AVENUE I MAITLAND, FLORIDA 32751 /305 645-5933 

Ford to write to the OviR( OVIR, RIGA, LATVIAN SSR, USSR) to urge thea 

to grant the required eait visas. 

Just two letters by the President may bring freedom to these 

people. I hope you eaa convince the President to act on behalf of the 

E4elmaDS and Neifacas. 

!hese are ~ust two cases where the Soviet: government il.as ut 
lived up to the Helsinki Agreement. What actions is the President 

to pressure the Soviet Union to comply? 

Thanking you for your kind attention to my appeal 

1701 Lee Road, apt. 361-L 
Winter Park, Florida 32789 

Sincerely;~ J) 7f \ 
.· Zti'-0._ rX. ,--Ct:t:; 

_,/ 

Eva L. Ritt (Mrs. David) 

Chairwoman-Soviet Jewry Commi 

P.s. please ~me coppies of correspondence on behalf of the Edelmans 
and Neifaclla 

,,• . ,, 

' 
j ) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 26, 1975 

Dear Mrs. Ritt: 

Thank you very much for your letter of July 21, 1975, concerning 
the case of Mikhail Edelman and his wife of Riga. 

The President is deeply concerned for those unable to exercise 
fundamental human rights -- including the right of emigration. 
The upco:ming Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
which the President will soon be attending represents a step 
forward in improving relationships between the Soviet Union, 
on the one hand, and the United States and the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO} allies, on the other. 

Although the proposed declaration will not necessarily bring a 
solution to the problems you pose, it will represent a step forward· 
toward reunification of families and toward increased human con­
tacts and flow of information among the nations involved. In this 
way, the views of the U. S. Government an..? of organizations·like 
yours may in time be more effectively conveyed and could alleviate 
the situation about which you are particularly concerned. I am at 
the same time sending a copy of your correspondence to the State 
Department. 

Mrs. David (Eva} L. Ritt 
Chairwoman 
Soviet Jewry Committee 

of Central Florida 
1701 Lee Road, #361-L 
Winter Park, Florida 32789 

cc: Mr. Mark Garrison 
Department of State 

Sincerely, 

11?!&. t:!u~ 
Counsel to the President 

. •. ~1 
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