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DESK FILE

August applied for visa Nov, 11, 1973
Notified May 29, 1974 and father arrested same day; August to Israel
Father 57 - 6 months solitary - trial for having accepted

bribes - conviction, Dec. 1974

-- 69 of 70 witnesses retracted charges

-- 1 perjured testimony

Poor physical condition

Strict regime at hard labor

Victor. with mother, but has been told of expulsion

Mother has cancer of brain

Richard Coombs - Soviet Desk
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THE WHITE HOUSE. .

WASHINGTON

June 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOWCROFT
FROM : PHILIP BUCHEN - LA} f?
SUBJECT: : » Dr. Mikhail Shtern

Congressman John Wydler from New York asked Max
Friedersdorf to have me meet with Ms. Inez Weissman,
who is President of the Long Island Committee for
Soviet Jewry,and with Dr. August Shtern in regard
to.August's father, Dr. Mikhail Shtern. The'fatﬁer
is a noted Jewish endocrinologist from: the Ukraine -
who has recently been sentenced by the Ukrainian
Supreme Court to 8 1/2 years of hard labor, after a
trial on charges brought only after the defendant
declined to persuade his son August from emigrating -
to Israel. This case has apparently aroused
considerable sympathy in this country and has
resulted in an ad on June 8,.1975, in the New York
Times and one in the Washington Post on June 17, 1975, .
copies of which are attached.

I also have an English-language account of the facts
of the case as presented by the prisoner's attorney
to the Ukralnlan Supreme Court, if you care to see it.

The people who called on me would like the help of the
President or Dr. Kissinger. I have, of course, made )
no comment on what, if anyt“*Pg, can be done in this
regard. I assume that others in the Administration,
as well as Members of the Congress, will be approached
to help motivate this Administration to act. There-
‘fore, I would appreciate your good counsel on what
should be done to respond to the persons concerned. ™

Attachments
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FIFTHDISTRICT, NEW YORK

.;‘ i"
MINORITY FLOOR MANAGER

COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES anngrggg Uf ﬂ!g %ﬁﬁgﬁ ﬁt&tﬁﬂ

N.Y. REPRESENTATIVE

DISTRICT OFFICE: House of Representutives

150 OLD COUNTRY ROAD

MINEOLA, NEW YORK 11501 maslﬁngtnn, @,@L 20515

TELEPHONE: CH 8-7676

[ 3

June 16, 1975

Mr. Max L. Friedersdorf

Special Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Max:

COMMITTEES;
SCIENCE. AND TECHNOLOGY

SUBCOMMITTEES:

AVIATION AND TRANSPORTATION
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

ENERGY RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT
AND DEMONSTRATION

SPACE SCIENCE AND APPLICATION

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEE:

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS AND
HUMAN RESOURCES

My constituent Mrs. Lynn Singer, Vice President of the
Long Island Committee for Soviet Jewry, 134 Jackson Street,
Hempstead, New York, has asked my help in arranging a meeting
with the Counsel to the President, for herself and

Dr. August Shtern of Israel.

I understand from Mrs. Singer that Dr. August Shtern is

a native of the Ukraine who emigrated to Israel.

He is currently

visiting in the United States on behalf of his father,

Dr. Mikhail Shtern, a noted Jewish endoctrinologist from the
Ukraine who is a Soviet prisoner-of-conscience, having recently
been sentenced by the Ukrainian Supreme Court to some 8-1/2

years at hard labor.

Mrs. Singer and Dr. August Shtern will be here in Washington
June 16, 17 and 18th and if at all possible would like to meet
at that time, or at any other early date, with the Counsel to the
President to discuss the case of Dr. Mikhail Shtern.

Any assistance you may properly be able to render on this

request will be much appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

wm=—Fchn W.” 3 SO e
Cf’~ﬂ'~ Member of Congress, > b

JWW:gp : - - .-
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MEMORANDUM

4254
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL
July 7, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP BUCHEN
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT@
SUBJECT: Dr. Mikhail Shtern

Thank you for your memorandum of June 18 concerning your recent
meeting with Mrs. Weissman and Dr. August Shtern, during which they
sought the help of the President or Secretary Kissinger in behalf of
Shtern's father, Dr. Mikhail Shtern.

Our embassy in Moscow reports that Mikhail Shtern was arrested for
the economic crime of speculation, but that this arrest was probably
linked to his own advocacy of the right to emigrate and his son's emi-
gration to Israel. The case is in the hands of the Soviet Government,
which regards it strictly as an internal matter. Nevertheless, the
expressions of concern in the U.S. -- a humanitarian concern -- have
been made known quite clearly to the USSR. We feel that the best way
to make progress on emigration and humanitarian issues is to continue
to strengthen our relations with the Soviet Union on a broad front, thus
encouraging Soviet flexibility and respect for issues so important to the
United States.

As you know, the Soviet Union views emigration and criminal cases as
extremely sensitive elements in our relations and tendsto view each
action in this area -- official or private -- as reflections of U.S. policy.
I believe, as a general rule, itis in our best interests to turn inquiries
or requests for meetings concerning Dr. Shtern or other similar cases
over to the Department of State for action and reply. State is accustomed
to dealing with these requests and with individuals wishing to express
their concern over these sensitive cases. Furthermore, the State
Department is usually aware of the specific circumstances involved

"in each special case and can therefore more appropriately deal with the
problem.

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL





















































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 9, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR

Mr. Mark J. Garrison
Director, Office of Soviet Union Affairs

Per our conversation, I have enclosed at Tab A the most recent
letter which Mr., Buchen received from Mrs. Ritt, Chairwoman-
Soviet Jewry Committee. Mrs. Ritt's December 22 letter men-
tions a couple named Tamara and Emanuel Neifach, in addition to
the Edelmans.

Enclosed at Tab B is a copy of Mr. Buchen's July 26 letter to
Mrs. Ritt in which he mentions the upcoming Helsinki conference
as a hopeful sign for the reunification of families.

Your advice as to how to handle the December 22 letter would be
much appreciated. In particular, we would need your direction

on how to respond to Mrs. Ritt's statement about the Helsinki
Agreement and on whether there is anything positive we can report
about the Edelmans' exit visa problems.

Thank you.

Bobbie Greene Kilber

Associate Counsel to th resident
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Mrs., Ritt:

Thank you very much for your letter of July 21, 1975, concerning
the case of Mikhail Edelman and his wife of Riga.

The President is deeply concerned for those unable to exercise
fundamental human rights -- including the right of emigration.
The upcoming Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
which the President will soon be attending represents a step
forward in improving relationships between the Soviet Union,

on the one hand, and the United States and the North Atlantlc :
Treaty Organization (NATO) allies, on the other.

Although the proposed declaration will not necessarily bring a
solution to the problems you pose, it will represent a step forward
toward reunification of families and toward increased human con-
tacts and flow of information among the nations involved. In this
way, the views of the U. S. Government and of organizations like
yours may in time be more effectively conveyed and could alleviate
the situation about which you are particularly concerned. I am at
the same time sending a copy of your correspondence to the State
Department.

Sincerely,

() Voo

Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

Mrs. David (Eva) L. Ritt

Chairwoman

Soviet Jewry Committee R
of Central Florida , for

1701 Lee Road, #361-L e

Winter Park, Florida 32789 . ‘9

cc: Mr. Mark Garrison
Department of State



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 27, 1976

Dear Mrs. Ritt:

Thank you for your letter of December 22 in which you discuss
the plight of the Mikhail Edelman and Emanuel Neifach families
of Riga, who have been refused Soviet exit permission to emi-

grate to Israel.

The Soviet Government is well aware of the deep concern of the
American people and Government about the situation of Soviet
Jews refused the right to leave the USSR and settle in the country
of their choice. We believe our Government's sustained support
for the principle of free emigration and our raising of this human
rights issue with Soviet officials at all levels have been important
factors influencing Soviet policies which have made it possible for
over 100, 000 Soviet Jews to emigrate since 1971, However, the
U.S. Government has no standing to raise individual cases of
Soviet citizens who wish to depart the USSR for Israel. We do,

of course, make frequent representations with the Soviet author-
ities via our Embassy in Moscow on behalf of individuals who have
applied to leave for the United States, and we hope our more
general efforts to promote freedom of emigration will benefit
families such as the Edelmans and Neifachs.

Although the Final Act of the Conference in Helsinki is not a treaty
with legally binding commitments, it does set standards for the
behavior of the signatories in a number of areas, including human
rights. Seen in this context we believe it represents an important
step which lends added support to our interest in pPromoting concepts
such as family reunification.
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I sincerely hope that the Edelman and Neifach families are reunited
very soon,

Sincerely,

(Vi B

Buchen
Counsel to the President

Mrs. David Ritt

Chairwoman-Soviet Jewry Committee :
Central Florida Jewish Community Council
851 North Maitland Avenue

Maitland, Florida 32751



MEMORANDUM
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 392

January 20, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR BOBBIE GREENE KILBERG

FROM:' ]4 Jeanne W. Davis

SUBJECT: Reply to Mrs, Ritt

By memorandum of January 9, you requested the Department of
State to provide a recommended reply to a letter received by Mr,
Buchen from Eva L, Ritt of the Central Florida Jewish Community

Council (Tab B).

We concur in the proposed reply which the Department of State has
forwarded (at Tab A),

[\ 1
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Central Florida Jewish Community Council

851 NORTH MAITLAND AVENUE / MAITLAND, FLORIDA 32751 / 305 645-5933

HAROLD H. BENOW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTCR

December 22, 1975
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Mr. Phillip Buchen
Counsel to the President
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Buchen,

I wish to bring two cases of severe suffering to President

PFord's attentioen.

Zipperah and Mikhail Edelman (Avotm 35,apt.11,RIGA,LATVIAN

SSR,USSR) have been waiting over six years to emigrate to Israel to

be reunited with their only daughter and her family. Recently the
OVIR (RIGA, LATVIAN SSR, USSR) bas hinted at the possiblity of issuing
them an exit permit in January, 1976. A letter from the President to
the OVIR urging them to issue the BEdelmans their exit visa is of a

great urgency and would be of supreme help!

Alse in RIGA are Tamara and Emanuel Neifack (Suverova St.
No.113, Apt. 51, RIGA, LATVIAN SSR, USSR) and their daughter-in-law
Maria., Maria expects her firas child in two months. Her husband has
been in Israel since October,1975. The Neifachs have been.waiﬁingmjz

-~

years fer permission to emigrate to Israel. Again I ask foﬁ??resiaént
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-7 Central Florida Jewish Community Council

851 NORTH MAITLAND AVENUE / MAITLAND, FLORIDA 32751 / 305 645-5933

HARQLD H. BENOW

EXECUTIVE DIRECTCR

.....Q :;?‘;

<)

Ford to write to the OVIR( OVIR, RIGA, LATVIAN SSR, USSR) to urge them
to grant the required exit visas.

Just two letters by the President may bring freedom to these
people. I hope you cam convince the President to act on behalf of the

Edelmans and Neifachks.

These are just twe cases where the Soviet government has het

lived up to the Helsinki Agreement. What actions is the President taki

to pressure the Soviet Union to comply?

Thanking you for your kind attention to my appeal

1701 Lee Road, apt. 361-L Sincerelyy \
Winter Park, Florida 32789 /,22ﬁ1_¢2f97/f345§f7
Eva L, Ritt (Mrs. David)

Chairwoman-Soviet Jewry Committe

P.S. please seM@ me coppies of correspondence on behalf of the Edelmans
and Neifachs



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 26, 1975

Dear Mrs. Ritt:

Thank you very much for your letter of July 21, 1975, concerning |
the case of Mikhail Edelman and his wife of Riga.

The President is deeply concerned for those unable to exercise
fundamental human rights -- including the right of emigration.
The upcoming Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
which the President will soon be attending represents a step
forward in improving relationships between the Soviet Union,

on the one hand, and the United States and the North Atlantic .
Treaty Organization (NATOQ) allies, on the other. '

Although the proposed declaration will not neces sarily bring a

. solution to the problems you pose, it will represent a step forward -
toward reunification of families and toward increased human con-
tacts and flow of information among the nations involved. In this

. way, the views of the U. S. Government and of organizations-like
yours may in time be more effectively conveyed and could alleviate
the situation about which you are particularly concerned. I am at
the same time sending a copy of your correspondence to the State
Department. ’ ' ’

Sincerely, ‘

1104, W T alom.

Philip (W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

Mrs. David (Eva) L. Ritt .

Chairwoman

Soviet Jewry Committee
of Central Florida : . 1

1701 Lee Road, #361-L N

Winter Park, Florida 32789 ' S T

cc: Mr. Mark Garrison
Department of State





